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These days we rely on passwords. We need them to get our email. We need them 

to get our voicemail. We need them to see our bank balance, our stock portfolio, 

our mortgage account. We need passwords to see our friends on Facebook and 

Instagram, on twitter and on tiktok. Passwords abound. And, I am about to reveal 

the passwords of some people logged on for our service tonight. I am not a 

mentalist, not a psychic, but according to a password management company named 

Nordpass, over three million Americans use one of the following passwords: 

“iloveyou,” “123456,” and, of course, “password.” Not so secure. These wouldn’t 

really keep anyone out.  

 

As we all know, passwords are now supposed to be a mix. Not just letters. Not just 

numbers. But a mix of letters, numbers, and symbols, the more random the better. 

A little bit from here and a little bit from there. Heterogeneity making the 

passwords stronger and more powerful. Well, it turns out that, in this respect, 

community is a bit like a good password. When our community is heterogeneous, 

diverse, and complex, it becomes stronger and more powerful. When our 

community is homogeneous, monolithic, and simple, it conveys fewer benefits for 

our society and for each one of us.  

 

Take that password made famous by Spaceballs, 123456. Sounds like the 

combination for a luggage lock. 123456. It is user friendly and it will not work. It 

is too simple. A community made up simply of one kind of person suffers the same 

problem. That kind of community is comfortable. It is easy. It sometimes feels 

good. But it is too simple. Too often a community made up of one kind of person 

fails to build on the shared experiences of its members. Instead it surrenders to a 

blur of bland sameness that precludes growth and learning and depth.  

 

On the other hand, you could use one of those suggested passwords, something like 

]E2{?x3P?f  close bracket, capital E, two, left curly bracket, question mark, lower 

case x, 3, capital P, question mark, lower case f. That is a hard password. Hard to 



remember. Hard to crack. And, as I now know, it is hard to say. It is complex. And 

it is powerful. It is strong. It can stand up to anything. And so it is with community. 

Diverse, complex communities are hard. They require listening and compromise 

and commitment to make them work. Diversity demands that we find what we 

have in common and embrace it even as we may disagree on other points. 

Complexity requires that we honor differences. And, when we do, when we put in 

the work to make complex diversity work, we become like a strong password: 

better and stronger and more resilient. We grow as individuals as our communities 

become groups of depth and commitment and trust.  

 

It is that kind of complex diversity that we embrace tonight. When my colleague 

Rabbi Eytan Hammerman chose the theme for tonight’s service, he gave voice to 

what makes this event so important. Together, Now More Than Ever. Together 

because of our diversity. Together because of our different approaches to God. 

Together because of our diverse politics. Together because we live in different 

parts of town. Together because of our different interpretations of scripture. 

Together because of our different ancestral homelands. Together, Now More Than 

Ever because in this moment of political strife and pandemic and environmental 

threat and racial tension, it is our diversity that will give us the resilience and 

strength to move forward, to overcome, to allow our beloved community and our 

great nation to reach its full potential.  

 

Together, Now More Than Ever. I invite every one of us to embrace this 

commitment to being together; to holding up those things we share in common and 

celebrating those things which make us different. Like a strong password, that 

complexity and diversity coming together will unlock the blessings of this world so 

that we may realize them Together, Together, Now More Than Ever.  

 

Happy Thanksgiving 


