
 



 

 

Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester 
A Community Dedicated to Celebrating Modern Jewish Life 

 

Learning & Studying        Instilling Jewish Values 
Worshipping & Reflecting 

 

 

Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester is committed to continuously fostering 

Reform Jewish life among all our congregants. There are three essential 

pillars to realizing this vision. 

 

Learning and Studying 
We believe in studying Torah and texts of our tradition and relating them to 

the modern world. We embrace the concept of intergenerational study, family 

education and chevrutah, study groups of people coming together to learn 

and to discuss. 

 

Worshipping and Reflecting 
We encourage active participation in Shabbat and holiday services and 

activities as a means of educating, building Jewish community, and sharing 

traditions. We aspire to participatory services attended by various age groups. 

 

Instilling Jewish Values 
We are committed to instilling and encouraging the practice of ethical and 

moral values. This includes the mission of extending acts of charity within and 

beyond the Jewish community. 

 

Through the implementation of these three pillars, we hope to strengthen a 

sense of community among our geographically diverse and multi-generational 

congregation. We welcome all to join us in interpreting Judaism, so that it may 

continue to be a source of meaning and inspiration for our time. 
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August, 2017 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to the Congregation EmanuEl of Westchester Religious School. I hope that you 

had a great summer and are as excited as my staff and I are about starting a new year. 

 

I am happy to welcome back all of our teaching and professional staff. Please welcome our new 

Religious School Administrator, Tal Drori. She is smart, engaging and a wonderful addition to our 

team.  Again this year Jade Sank, our Student Rabbi will be working with our Madrichim on 

Sunday mornings and organizing fun Jr. Youth Group activities for our Kehillah Kedoshim, 

grades 5-7 students. 

 

On September 10th, the first day of Religious School, parents are encouraged to spend the 

morning with Rabbi Goldsmith, Cantor Stone, our teachers, madrichim, students and me as we 

begin our school year with a morning of worship, learning and performing mitzvot. In addition to 

meeting with your child(ren)’s teacher, you will learn with the Rabbi, Cantor and me and work 

together as families on a service project that will enable you to meet other congregants and give 

back to the community.  

 

Our 5th, 6th and 7th grade classes continue to learn together in a Kehillah Kedosha, a Holy 

Community.  Each class has a unique name that demonstrates its learning themes:   

GRADE 5:  L’dor Vador, Generation to Generation 

GRADE 6:  Mi Ani? – Who Am I? 

GRADE 7:  Hineini – ACT NOW 

 

Grades 14 children are working together as a Kehillat Chasadim, a Righteous Community. The 

students periodically learn together as a community. Lasting connections will be made and our 

older students will become role models for the younger members of the school. 

 

The goal of our religious school is to start our children on a Jewish journey that will instill pride in 

their heritage and a Jewish heart filled with our essential values. You are vital partners in this 

“project”. How you choose priorities for your children and family sends a loud message about 

the importance of Judaism in all your lives. We want to partner with you in demonstrating that 

the essence of being Jewish is as important in their lives as scoring the winning goal. Enough 

said! 

 

Deuteronomy, the 5th Book of the Torah, states: “You shall teach…diligently unto your 

children…” These words are recited during worship services as part of the V’ahavtah. We urge 

you to participate with your children in family learning experiences and take advantage of the 

adult learning led by Rabbi Goldsmith, deepening your own Jewish journey. 

 

What follows are some essential information about the religious school, our procedures and 

ways that we will communicate with parents throughout the year. Please call me if you have any 

questions or concerns.  The entire staff joins me in welcoming you back to school. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marcie Aiuvalasit 

Religious Educator 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CURRICULUM, 2017 - 2018 
 

The Religious School Curriculum based on the values expressed in our Temple Vision Statement 

strives to create Jewish community and to instill important Jewish values and pride in our 

heritage into our students.  

 

As you read the summaries of each grade level curriculum, you will see that the content is 

determined by a set of priority values. For this school year our priority goal is honoring each 

student’s uniqueness as we create community in our classrooms. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Marcie Aiuvalasit, Religious Educator or the Religious 

School Administrator, Tal Drori.  

 

Kehillat Chasadim – Students in Grades 1-4 are part of this Righteous Community, working 

together to learn about and practice Jewish values. 

 

Grade 1 - Fern Tannenbaum 

Grade 2 – Gabby Leigh 
 

The first and second grade students share a two year curriculum. Most learning takes place 

within the students’ classroom. The shared curriculum allows the teachers to come together 

with greater numbers to enhance the activities. Our priority values this year are: Being an 

Upstander by participating in Tikun Olam/Repairing our World and Creating a community of 

respect and caring in our temple. Students will engage in learning experiences around our 

holidays/rituals with an emphasis on celebrating Shabbat. Torah stories beginning with Creation 

are taught as exemplars of our Jewish values. Hebrew will also be introduced to the students. 

 

Grade 3 –Alanna Kardon Alkalay and Sharon Baranowski 
 

The Grade Three Curriculum will use Torah stories and the Hebrew Alphabet to create 

community and to instill important Jewish values in our students. The core values that will be 

emphasized are Tshuvah (forgiveness and repentance), a loving God, hospitality, compassion, 

being an upstander and our connection to Israel. Learning about our holidays and rituals will 

provide more opportunities to explore these values. 

 

Grade 4 –Jackie Drogin and Shanna Sudderth 
 

The Grade Four Curriculum will use Project Based Learning as the primary pedagogical vehicle 

for classroom learning activities. The three major curriculum areas are: The Jewish calendar, 

Holiday celebrations/Rituals and the Judges and Kings in ancient Canaan, Judah and Israel. 

Students will work in groups, choosing ways to engage the topics from a variety of modalities. 

The core values that will be emphasized throughout the year are: the Ten Commandments, 

courage, standing up for others and one’s self, studying Torah and loving one’s neighbor.  
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Kehillah Kedosha – A Holy Community 
 

Students in each program L’Dor VaDor (Grade 5), Mi Ani (Grade 6) & Hineini ACT NOW (Grade 7) 

will engage in their grade level Jewish Journey and as a Kehillah Kedosha, a Holy Community, 

dedicated to inculcating essential Jewish values and enabling students to translate these 

ethical beliefs into action. 

 

L’Dor VaDor – Generation to Generation (Grade 5):  Debbie Briks 
 

In our fifth grade program, L’Dor VaDor – Generation to Generation students will engage with 

Jewish History from the vantage point of What is a Hero?  What are the values that our people 

elevate and emulate?  How did these historical and current figures effect the lives of our people 

and survival of our beliefs and practices?  How do their choices and deeds teach us to live as 

moral beings and committed Jews?  Students will use what they learn about these heroes to 

make decisions about how they can help make the world a better place in which to live.  Core 

values of creating community, treating others with respect and kindness, courage/leadership, 

being an upstander and loving one’s neighbor will be stressed.   

 

Mi Ani – Who Am I?  (Grade 6): Heather Klaiber 
 

Mi Ani invites our sixth graders to discover what makes them Jewish by looking at their own 

family stories, the historical story of our people during times of independence and times of 

oppression and the stories of modern immigrants to our area. They will examine these 

experiences through the lens of the Jewish values of community, welcoming the stranger, 

courage, being an upstander and standing up for one’s beliefs.  The challenges of assimilation 

throughout our history and in their lives today will be discussed. The class will sponsor a book 

drive for immigrant children in Port Chester and spend an afternoon sharing stories with them at 

the Don Bosco Community Center.  The culmination of each student’s quest will be a Family 

Artifact Museum Exhibit to which families will be invited. 

 
 

Hineini ACT NOW (Grade 7) -Teachers Jane Dubro and Sharon Aiuvalasit 
 

Hineini: ActNow, our Seventh Grade program, focuses on Social Justice and Jewish Pride and 

involves learning, doing and reflecting. Students learn about a particular value, participate in a 

mitzvah related to that value and then reflect on it through informal methods of teaching.  They 

will keep a photographic and reflective journal that will become their Hineini Act Now Yearbook.   

 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
 

Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester offers the Bar/Bat Mitzvah as a beautiful ceremony in 

the life cycle continuum. It is an option which any family may choose to exercise and is not 

required by the Temple or by Judaism. Preparation begins when a child enters fourth grade 

Hebrew school.  Students must complete a minimum of two and half years in our 

Hebrew/Religious school program. During the spring of a student’s Sixth Grade year, B’nai 

Mitzvah families will participate in a twenty-four hour Shabbat Retreat to prepare them for the 

B’nei Mitzvah Ceremony.  Students must attend four Shabbat Evening Services during each of 

the 5th and 6th grade and five in the 7th grade year in the temple.  Students are expected to 

continue with our Confirmation program which concludes at the end of the Tenth Grade school 

year. 
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Monday Night Program (MNP), Grades 8, 9 & 10 (Confirmation) 
 

Confirmation takes place at the end of the Tenth Grade, marking a culmination (although not an 

ending) of Jewish education. The Monday Night Program for 8th, 9th and 10th grade students 

meets on Monday evenings. Activities are supplemented by guest speakers, trips, social action 

projects and informal social activities. 

 

The Eighth and Ninth Graders work with three teachers and the Educational Director, Marcie 

Aiuvalasit. The Tenth Graders meet with Rabbi Goldsmith. 

 

Peer Coaching--Grades 11th & 12th   
 

Post confirmands are invited to participate in our Monday Night Program (MNP) as peer 

mentors, role models using leadership skills to work with our eighth and ninth graders. 

Trained as Peer Leaders, they will lead discussions and learning activities based on Jewish 

values and theology. 

 

HEBREW SCHOOL CURRICULUM, 2017 - 2018 
 

Students participating in our Hebrew School program are preparing for their Bar or Bat Mitzvah. 

Because Hebrew is not only a modern living language but also an important aspect of Jewish 

history, culture and religious practice, our Priority Curriculum Goal is to create a community of 

prayers whose facility with individual and communal prayer allows them to connect with our 

liturgy, culture, history and community. 

 

Success will look like: 
 Students can recite and/or chant and explain the prayers included in the Tuesday Tfilah.   

 Students actively participate in the regular congregational services including the Shabbat 

Family Services by reading and chanting prayers joining in the choreography, singing the 

melodies and staying focused during the service. 

 Students can articulate an age-appropriate personal theology of prayer. 

 

Pre-Aleph—Grade Four, Heather Klaiber and Gal Segal 
 

1. Prayers: Brachot: Hamotzi, P’re Hagafen, Nerot, Shehechiyanu 

2. Text: Primer Express 

3. Siddur Prayers and Shorashim 

4. Hebrew vocabulary 

 

Priority Goals for Teaching the Brachot and Other Prayers: 
  Using whole person learning students will personalize the meaning of the English 

translations. 

  Students will use their understanding of the prayers to feel a sense of community during 

worship services and to enhance their own spirituality. 

  Students will use phonics to enhance their reading skills. 

  Students will attain fluency in their reading of the Brachot. 
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Aleph Level—Grade Five, Sharon Baranowski and Debra Briks 
 

1. Prayers 

 Barchu/Sh’ma Avot V’Emahot   

 Torah Blessings Oseh Shalom 

     Mah Tovu 

2. Siddur Prayers and Shorashim 

3. Hebrew Enrichment Curriculum 

 Holiday Prayers and Vocabulary / Hebrew Phonics Reading 

4. Materials/Text 

 Prayer Packet and Hebrew Through Prayer Book One 

 Shalom Uvracha – The New Hebrew Primer/Ten Minute Hebrew Reader 

 Games/ Holiday Blessings 

 

Priority Goals for Teaching the Brachot and Other Prayers 
 Using whole person learning students will personalize the meaning of the  

 English translations. 

 Students will use their understanding of the prayers to feel a sense of  

 community during worship services and to enhance their own spirituality. 

 Students will use phonics to enhance their reading skills. 

 Students will attain fluency in their reading of the required prayers. 

 

Bet Level—Sixth Grade, Teachers Arlene Cole and Fern Tannenbaum  
 

1. Prayers 

 Review the Avot V’Emahot 

 Teach/ Review Torah Blessings (depending on level) 

 Haftarah Blessing      Friday Night Kiddush 

 Gevurot       Saturday Morning Kiddish 

 V’ahavtah       Aleinu 

 Siddurim and Shorashim         Kaddish 

2. Hebrew Enrichment Curriculum 

 Holiday Blessings Excluding Shabbat 

 Blessing Rings / Hebrew Reading to Enhance Deciphering Skills 

Hebrew Vocabulary 

3. Materials 

 Blessing Rings 

 Prayer Packet and Hebrew Through Prayer Books Two and Three 

 

Priority Goals for Teaching the Brachot and Other Prayers: 
 Using whole person learning students will personalize the meaning of the  

 English translations. 

 Students will use their understanding of the prayers to feel a sense of  

 community during worship services and to enhance their own spirituality. 

 Students will use phonics to enhance their reading skills. 

 Students will attain fluency in their reading of the prayers. 
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B’nei Mitzvah Bootcamp 
 

The Tuesday afternoon seventh grade Hebrew class is our “B’nei Mitzvah Boot Camp”.  

Beginning approximately 5 months prior to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony, students will enter 

the Tuesday program.  In small groups of students, they will work with Jane Dubro, Michelle 

Briks and Tami Stalbow to review the prayers and blessings that they will lead during the 

service and with Cantor Stone on their Torah portion. Those students who find Hebrew more 

difficult will be asked to begin their “boot camp” earlier in the year. This schedule allows for 

the concentrated and focused preparation for this important life cycle event.  If you have any 

questions regarding our B’nei Mitzvah Bootcamp, please contact our Religious School 

Administrator, Tal Drori at tdrori@congregationemanuel.org. 

 

Resource Room 
 

Students who are struggling with the mastery of the Hebrew language and prayers will be 

individually assisted by a learning specialist. 

 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL POLICIES AND INFORMATION 
 

Adult Learning Experiences   
 

Through our Elect a Prophet President, Chai Mitzvah and Family Education programs, adults will 

have numerous opportunities to learn. Additional adult education programs will take place on 

Sunday Mornings.   

“Drop-in and learn” with the Rabbi – Periodically on Sunday mornings, Rabbi Goldsmith will offer 

a “drop-in and learn” at 11:15 in the library. 

Please refer to the Jewish Journeys catalog for more on these programs. 

 

Our annual all School Family Education Morning will be part of the Synagogue Scholar- in-

Residence Weekend on April 27-29. 

 

Attendance — Please read this policy carefully! 
 

Effective religious education depends in part upon prompt and continuous attendance.  Only 

illness or family emergency should keep a student home. The Religious School Committee has 

set the following policy: 

 

When a student is absent, the parent should notify Marcie Aiuvalasit. In all instances, the 

student is responsible for the work missed in class. Because irregular attendance prevents a 

child from fully benefiting from his or her Jewish education, beginning in Grade Four students 

who miss more than thirteen classes will not be given credit for the school year and will need to 

re-enroll in that class in order to remain part of our program. Consideration will be given to 

children with extenuating circumstances such as a severe, long-term illness. However, in those 

instances, parents must contact Marcie Aiuvalasit in order to make special arrangements to 

enable the student to complete the year’s curriculum. 

 

Cell Phones — No Cell Phones Are Permitted in the Religious School. 
 

Cell phones are disruptive to the classroom learning environment and are not permitted in any 

classroom.  If a parent wants a child to bring a cell phone, he/she must have it turned off and 

keep it out of sight. If visible, it will be put in Marcie’s office until school is over. There is always 

someone in the office if you must get a message to your child. 



7 

 

 

Children’s Media Center 
 

The room behind the library is our comfortable and educationally exciting children’s media 

center, with a TV, children’s books, computers and a smart board. 

 

Communication 
 

On-going communication with parents is vital to creating the Parent/School partnership, 

essential to a child’s Jewish education. During the year we will: 

 

1. Send a grade level e-mail blast each Sunday describing the class’s activities on that day 

and providing Parents with a follow-up question to ask their child. 

2. Send email progress reports at the end of January and end of May. 

3. Periodically Email our School-To-Home What’s Happening Summary.  

4. Email via Constant Contact our “Year In Review” in June. 

 

Community 
 

We strive to create a community among the students and faculty of our school. As in any 

community, members are expected to treat others with respect and to care for communal 

property. Please talk to your children about the important role each of them has in making 

others feel welcome and comfortable within our temple community. 

 

Computers/Technology 
 

Computer technology has been integrated into all grade level curricula. Currently we have three 

computers on the lower level and three computers upstairs and a laptop available for classroom 

and/or individual use. 

 

Use of the computers takes place only under the direct supervision of a teacher or teaching 

assistant. Students are never permitted unstructured access to the Internet. Usage is limited to 

assignments directly related to a child’s class work. 

 

In addition, we have installed a smart board in our children’s media center and all grade level 

teachers will be using it during the year. 

 

Dress Code for Religious School 
 

Students should come to Religious School dressed in appropriate temple attire. 

 

Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures 
 

Sunday Morning: 9:30 – 11:45am 
Students should be dropped off in front of the Religious School entrance. 

 

At 11:45am all students will be dismissed and asked to exit the building through the Sanctuary 

doors. Cones will be set up creating two car lines.  Please proceed in line until you are in front of 

the Sanctuary doors. Students are not to enter their car until you are “first in line. If you wish to 

park and come get your child, please do so. Our custodian and security guard will be in front of 

the cars to help children cross. Marcie will also be in the parking lot to make sure that these 

procedures are followed. 

 

  



8 

 

 

Tuesday Afternoon 
Hebrew School begins at 3:50pm. A snack will be provided to enable students to socialize 

before Hebrew School beings. Students should be dropped off in front of the Religious School 

entrance. 

 

At 5:45pm students will be dismissed and asked to exit through the Sanctuary doors. Please 

follow the same pick-up procedure used on Sunday mornings. 

 

Early Dismissal/Coming Late  
 

Sunday Morning: 
Late arriving students and those who must leave early provide distractions to the learning 

process for the other students in the class. PLEASE have children in class by 9:30am to 

minimize these disruptions. Students who must leave early should leave ONLY at these times: 

10:45am or 11:30am. Out of consideration for all students, please cooperate with these times. 

 

If a youngster must be dismissed early from school, please send a note with the youngster to be 

given to his/her teacher. If your child is to be dismissed early, you MUST come to your child’s 

classroom to pick him/her up.  We do this for safety and well-being of your children. NO 

EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE. Students will sign out in their classroom when they are leaving 

early. 

 

Tuesday Afternoon: 
AT 3:50PM students will enjoy a brief snack and then go directly to their classrooms. Please 

make every effort to have your child arrive on time. 

 

Leaving early on Tuesday afternoon severely hinders Hebrew language learning. If your child 

needs to leave early on a consistent basis, please talk to Marcie about compensating for this 

lost instructional time. 

 

E-Mail 
 

Marcie Aiuvalasit’s e-mail address is maiuvalasit@congregationemanuel.org 

Tal Drori’s e-mail address is tdrori@congregationemanuel.org 

 

Emergency Closing 
 

In the event of an emergency school closing, notice will be put on the temple telephone and the 

website, www.congregationemanuel.org. When you call the temple follow the prompts to 

weather related closings, press nine. In addition, when possible, Marcie will send an email blast 

to our families. 

 

Facebook 
 

Visit us at: facebook.com/congregationemanuelofwestchester 

 

Family Education 
 

Four major Family Education Programs take place each year, one each for Grades 1 & 2, Grades 

3 & 4, Grade 5, and for the entire school, Grades 1-7.  These special mornings provide parents 

and their children an opportunity to learn together and help to promote community within our 

congregation.   

 

mailto:maiuvalasit@congregationemanuel.org
mailto:tdrori@congregationemanuel.org
http://www.congregationemanuel.org/
http://facebook.com/congregationemanuelofwestchester
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Feedback  
 

Receiving feedback from parents is vital to continually improving our Religious School.  Please 

contact our Educator, Marcie Aiuvalasit, with any comments or suggestions. 

 

Food Allergy Policy – A “Nut Aware” Religious School 
 
 We ask that all families be “aware” of products containing nuts or products that may 

have been processed in a plant where nuts are also handled. 

 

 This policy covers food served at Religious school, Hebrew school, school programs, 

family dinners and onegs for family services.   

 All attempts will be made to ensure foods are nut free (i.e. peanuts, tree nuts, and 

sesame seeds) and that foods were not made/processed/packaged in facilities that 

process foods containing nuts.  

 All food covered under this policy will be provided by the synagogue or ordered from an 

approved nut-free bakery (e.g. Cerbones, Heislers, Sunrise Baking, Kneaded Bread). 

 When using food as part of a lesson, teachers will consult a list of student allergies, plan 

accordingly, provide food alternatives when necessary, and notify parents of the plan.  

 We will inform all vendors and parents of this policy to ensure adherence.  

 If the policy cannot be followed (e.g. bake sale, food truck, etc.) we will notify all parents 

and provide nut-free alternatives. 

 Preparedness and Treatment   

o All parents must complete a form listing their child’s allergies for our records and 

classroom teachers. 

o Parents should notify the school if their child brings his/her own Epi-pen. A 

Doctor’s order written and signed by the doctor on an annual basis covering the 

school year must be with the Epi-pen. A copy will also be kept in the Religious 

School Office. 

o If the child forgets to bring his/her Epi-pen parents must notify the Religious 

School Office. 

o During Religious School hours an adult trained in using an Epi-pen will be in the 

building.   

o If an Epi-pen is used, the teacher or Religious Educator will immediately call 911 

and then the parents to alert them.  

The goal of this policy is to prevent any child’s serious allergic reaction. Please contact 

Marcie Aiuvalasit, Religious Educator, with any questions and to provide additional 

information about your child. 

 

Keren Ami  
 

Keren Ami means Fund of My People. Each class collects money for Keren Ami on Sunday 

morning. Three times during the school year charities will be chosen to receive these funds. In 

addition, each year we contribute to the well-being of a righteous gentile who rescued Jews from 

the Nazis during the Holocaust.  
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Our collection provides students with an opportunity to learn about and perform the mitzvah of 

Tzedakah/righteousness. Tzedakah is the act of fulfilling one’s human responsibility to justice 

and to making the world a better place. Please encourage your child to give in the most 

meaningful way: from his/her own spending money. 

 

Throughout the year students will have the opportunity to practice Tikkun Olam, repairing our 

world, by supporting our Book Fair whose proceeds are donated to the Jewish Braille Institute 

and by participating in Mitzvah Day. 

 

Religious School Committee    
 

Our Religious School Committee Members are: Sharon Mehlman, Chairperson, Betsy Aldrege, 

Lisa Antonacci, Hedy Cardozo, Patty Goldman, Liz Grill, Christine Hirsch, Marcy Modica, Joelle 

Resnick and Amy Tanenbaum. Questions and comments may be given to them at any time. 

 

Retreat 
 

Sixth Grade students and their parents participate in a special retreat in preparation for his/her 

B’nai Mitzvah. The date for this year’s Retreat is April 13-14, 2018. 

 

Schedule 
 

Sunday 9:30am – 11:45am 

Monday Monday Night Program (MNP)/Peer Coaching, Grades 8-9, 7:15 – 8:30pm 

           Grade 10 7:15-8:45pm  

Tuesday Hebrew Program, Grades 4-7, 3:50pm – 5:45pm  

 

Temple Tones 
 

Our adult choir sings at our Shabbat Services. If you would like to join, contact Cantor Stone. 

 

Website 
 

Our temple website is www.congregationemanuel.org. Please visit to learn about all temple 

events. Check out the website to see student work exhibited and school pictures throughout the 

year. 

 

Parents have been given a consent form to allow their child’s picture to be placed on the 

website to illustrate our school programs. No child’s picture will appear without parental 

permission. 

 

Youth Groups 
 

Our temple youth group sponsors many programs throughout the year. 

 

Our 3rd--4th Grade Kehillat Chasadim Junior Youth Group events will take place on:  

Sunday, November 19, 2017 

Sunday, March 11, 2018  

 

Three Kehillah Kedoshim Junior Youth Group events will take place. Dates TBA. 

 

  


