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Purim is fast approaching, and we are excited to celebrate together as a community. There are 

obviously a number of questions about Purim this year, being in the COVID era and also because 
Purim is on a Friday. We have laid out some FAQs to help guide our community through our Purim 
season.  

Shabbos Zachor 
When can I hear Parshas Zachor? 
This year Shabbos Zachor will fall out on Parshas Terumah, February 20th. We will read Zachor 
at all of our regular Shabbos morning minyanim (7:30 inside and outside, 8:30, 9:00, 9:15 teen, 
9:30 inside and outside).  
 

What can I do to fulfill the mitzvah if I do not want to be around 
large crowds? 
We will be offering leining immediately after each Minyan. Additionally, we will also offer a 
reading at 11:30am outside in the tent after the main crowd has left, and at 4:40pm before the 
5:00pm Mincha. 
 

What if I am in isolation, quarantine, or am just not comfortable 
coming out in any public setting? 
Please see the community guidelines about those who cannot make it out to shul. 

1. Ideally, one should hear Zachor read from a Torah in the presence of a Minyan on the 
Shabbos before Purim.  

2. Those who cannot be in the presence of a Minyan should read Zachor themselves from a 
Torah. 
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3. Those who cannot read from a Torah should have in mind to fulfill the Mitzvah of Zechiras 
Amalek when hearing the leining before Megillah on Purim morning. 

4. Those who cannot be in Shul on Purim morning should have in mind to fulfill the Mitzvah of 
Zechiras Amalek when we read Parshas Ki Seitzei (Shabbos August 21, 2021)   

 

Taanis Esther 
When does the fast begin and end? 
The fast begins at 5:23am and ends at 6:22pm.  
Please see our shul calendar for the full schedule of the day. 
 

Machtzis Hashekel 
What is Machtzis Hashekel? 
There is a long standing minhag to donate money to Tzedakah during Adar for each member of 
one’s family as a commemoration of the Machtzis Hashekel which was collected for the Beis 
Hamikdash during Adar. Our minhag is to have a collection bowl out at Mincha on Taanis Esther 
for this practice. We usually have 3 half dollars strapped together for the donor to lift and 
symbolically acquire before giving Tzedakah at that time. We will have the bowls and half 
dollars available this year as well. It is not halachically imperative to lift up the half dollar bundle 
to fulfill this minhag.  

Megillah 
When can I hear the Megillah on Purim night? 

Purim falls out on Thursday night, Feb 25th, into Friday Feb 26th. We will offer multiple Megillah 
readings in order to ensure they are spread out over time and we can provide sufficient physical 
space. The fast ends at 6:22pm at which time we will have 4 parallel Maariv minyanim with their 
respective Megillah readings in the following locations:  

• The Joseph S. Straus Main Sanctuary 

• Gluck-Gelnick Beis Midrash 

• Outdoor Tent 

• The Susan Scharf Auditorium / Ballroom (for families) 

 

Do I need to sign up? 
Thursday Night Megillah Reading: Yes. We need to arrange for a baal koreh at each minyan and 
we also want to ensure there is no overcrowding. For these reasons sign up will be needed for the 

night Megillah which can be found here. Please note that seating is limited in each space.  
Daytime Megillah Reading: No. The daytime readings are more spread out and will not require a 
sign up.  
 

What if I want to sit next to my child/parent or family member? 
We are offering secondary sign ups, meaning if a parent and child want to sit next to each other 
and it does not enter the 6-foot bubble of the nearest person, they may sign up as a secondary 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12aMOYfDsx5BQJf69Vq0DxhUb8_kluFUtZIogKrkTYyg/edit?usp=sharing
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and it does not require 2 separate seats 6 feet apart for those sign ups. Again, the sign up can 
be found here. 
 

What if I am not comfortable in a large crowd? 

We will offer two Megillah readings at 8:30pm: 1 indoors and 1 outdoors. We ask that the 
8:30pm outdoor reading be reserved for those who are at higher risk and want their own space. 
We will also have another minyan with Megillah at 9:30pm. 
 

What if I am in isolation, quarantine or am not able to get out at all? 

If one is sick or in quarantine, one should not be leaving the house to come to shul on Purim.  
We will be offering sending baalei kriah to read to those who are stuck at home. They will wear 
masks and stand at a distance. Please reach Rabbi Trump if you need a Megillah reading or if 
you are willing to go out to read to others.  
 
We have been offering Zoom for daily minyan up till now. We will continue to Zoom the 
davenings over Purim and it will be left running during the reading of Megillah. However, please 
understand that the majority of Poskim do NOT consider this a valid method through which to 
fulfill one’s obligation of hearing the Megillah.  
 
In the extenuating circumstance that having someone come over to lein Megillah cannot be a 
solution and one is unable to hear the Megillah in person, one may listen over Zoom but it should 
be done with the listener reading from a kosher Megillah word for word along with the Zoom.  
Our regular davening Zoom is at Meeting ID: 797 470 7653 Passcode: yilctorah 
If there are any concerns, please reach Rabbi Trump at rabbitrump@yilc.org or 516 569 3324 
ext 2. 
 

When can I hear the Megillah during the day? 
During the morning we will offer Shacharis minyanim at the following times: 

• 5:30am (inside and outside) 

• 6:00am (inside) 

• 7:00am (inside and outside) 

• 8:00am (inside) 

• 9:00am (inside and outside) 

• Late Megillah 9:45am (outside)  
 

Megillah is generally 30-35 minutes after the start of each Minyan. 

Purim Party 
Will the shul have a break fast and party on the night of Purim? 
Sadly, we will not have our annual shul breakfast and kids’ carnival the night of Purim. However, 
we will be hosting a special kids carnival on Sunday the 21st of February at shul. Please look for 
the email about details for this amazing event with our Youth Department. 
 
Also, please look out for our exciting Escape the Zoom Purim Edition for adults and young 
professionals which will be at 8:30pm on the night of Purim, you can sign up a family team, a 
friend’s team or just sign up individually and be assigned a team.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12aMOYfDsx5BQJf69Vq0DxhUb8_kluFUtZIogKrkTYyg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:rabbitrump@yilc.org
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Mishloach Manos 
Do I need to change the way I deliver Mishloach Manos? 
Please see the community guidelines about Mishloach Manos.  
 

Is the Sisterhood Mishloach Manos program happening this year? 
Yes. This is an important year to support the Sisterhood Mishloach Manos program which supports 
much of the incredible Youth Programming in shul.  It is also an easy way to reach out to people 
beyond one’s orbit and connect.  
Please check your email for your personal invitation. If you were not able to find it please contact 
the shul office at (516) 569-3324. 

Matanos L’Evyonim 
Is there anything different about Matanos L’Evyonim this year? 

Please see the community guidelines about Matanos L’Evyonim. 
 

Is the shul offering a way I can do Matanos L’Evyonim? 
Yes. Please take advantage of our Matanos L’Evyonim and Maos Chittim appeal which will be 
taking place online. The money collected will be distributed on Purim by the Rabbi and the many 
organizations we support.  
 

Seudah 
Are there guidelines for the way I conduct my seudah this Purim? 
Yes. Please see the community guidelines for the safety parameters of the Seudah this year.  
 

When must my seudah start and finish? 
Since this Purim is on erev Shabbos, the Seudah needs to be earlier. It should be started before 
Chaztzos (midday) at 12:08pm and be concluded before the end of the 9th halachik hour at 
2:56pm. 
 

When can I daven Mincha on Purim Day? 
We will have a Mincha at 12:45pm, 2:00pm and our Mincha leading into Kaballas Shabbos at 
5:33pm. Please see our shul calendar for details. 


