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How is this year different from all others?  
 
Baruch Hashem, in many ways it is good to be returning to some semblance of normality and for that 
we say the Bracha of Shehechiyanu this Pesach. On the other hand, this year is somewhat unique in 
that Erev Pesach is Shabbat. The last time this happened was in 2008 – 5767. This raises a number of 
important questions surrounding Pesach. Let us review some frequently asked questions pertinent to  
this year and Pesach preparation. 

 
 

New Vessels of Pesach 
Is there anything we need to be aware of this Pesach when it comes to buying 
new kitchen items? 
Actually, yes. Last year many people stayed home for Pesach and bought new kitchen and eating 
utensils. Since Pesach fell out last year  at the height of the COVID-19 lockdown in New York, the Mikvaot 
were closed. Those who could not get to the ocean to do tevillah sold their new Pesach vessels to avoid 
the need of tevillah. After Pesach those vessels were  bought back by the owners. So this year, the keilim 
from last year would require tevillah  before any usage.  
 
 

Mechirat Chametz 
When will our chametz be sold? 
 

Ordinarily: 
Usually, the sale of chametz is executed the morning of Erev Pesach, 14th of Nissan. 
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This year: 
Since Erev Pesach is Shabbat, the sale of chametz will be executed on Erev Shabbat, March 26th, the 
13th of Nissan at approximately 2:30pm EST. This means that all chametz items (like the Lechem Mishne 
to be used on Shabbat) to be used over Shabbat will need to be set aside in a container or area not 
designated as part of the sale.  
 

 
 
 

Bedikat Chametz 
When do we search for chametz? 
Ordinarily:  
We search for chametz on the night before Pesach, the 14th of Nissan. 
This year: 
We cannot conduct the search on Friday night, since the search involves moving a light from room to 
room while conducting the search. Instead, we will conduct the search on Thursday night, March 25th, 
when the stars emerge - after 8:03pm in the Five Towns. 
Before searching we recite the blessing of “Al Biur Chametz,” and following the search we recite “Kol 
Chamira.” These may be found in the Artscroll RCA Siddur on pgs. 654-655. “Kol Chamira” divests us 
of our ownership of any chametz which has escaped our notice. 
Note that one should- not eat dinner before conducting the search, even if one was fasting Taanit 
Bechorot. 
 

Biur Chametz 
When do we burn our chametz? 

 

Ordinarily:  
We burn our chametz on erev Pesach, before the sixth halachik hour of the day.    

This year: 
We divide the process of biur chametz over 2 days. To preserve the practice of actual burning of 
the chametz, we burn our chametz on Friday, March 26th, before the sixth halachik hour - 11:58am 
in the Five Towns. We do not recite any bracha at that time. 
On Shabbat, after we finish eating chametz, we dispose of the remaining chametz as is described 
below. 
 
 

When do we say “Kol Chamira,” annulling our ownership of chametz? 
 

Ordinarily: 
In an ordinary year, we recite one version of the “Kol Chamira” paragraph when searching for 
chametz at night, and a second version when burning the chametz on the next morning. The 
language we use at night allows us to save some chametz to use at breakfast. The language we 
use when we burn the chametz states that we annul our ownership of all chametz. 
 

This year: 
We do recite the first version when we search for chametz on Thursday night. 
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We cannot recite the second version of “Kol Chamira” when burning our chametz on Friday, 
because we are still keeping some chametz for use on Shabbat. Instead, we recite the second 
version of “Kol Chamira” on Shabbat morning, before the sixth halachik hour(11:58am), after 
having disposed of chametz as will be described below.  
 
 

Taanit Bechorot 
When do the first-born sons fast? 
 

Ordinarily:  
 
The first-born fast on the day before Pesach, commemorating the fact that they were saved from 
the plague of the first-born in Egypt. 
 

This year: 
We do not fast on Shabbat. We do not move this fast to Friday, either, since fasting would cause 
people to enter Shabbat in discomfort. So instead, the fast is conducted on Thursday, March 25th. 
Attending a celebration honoring a Mitzvah exempts one from fasting. YILC will host a siyum after 
each Shacharit minyan at shul: 5:50am, 6:20am, 7:00am, 8:00am and 9:00am. 
 

What additional prohibitions are there on on Friday afternoon, Erev Pesach? 
Ordinarily: 
On Erev Pesach, from chatzot onwards one may not shave, cut hair, wash clothes or work. 
This year: 
Since Erev Pesach is on Shabbat  there are no added prohibitions on Erev Shabbat, the day 
before Erev Pesach.  
 

Shabbat Erev Pesach 
What kind of hot foods may we eat over Shabbat? 

One may technically eat chametz food and use chametz utensils over Shabbat (as long as the 
eating is complete before 10:55am). However, it is advisable to have the meals made from Pesach 
food made in Pesach utensils. This avoids any concerns about chametz leftovers or dirty chametz 
dishes. 
 

What do we use for Lechem Mishne on Shabbat? 
One can set aside a couple rolls/pitas for the Shabbat night and the Shabbat morning meal. They 
should be placed in a location which is not in an area being sold with one’s chametz and safe from 
kids moving them around.  
Some have the practice to eat the challah over a plastic tablecloth or napkin and then shake out 
the crumbs in the toilet or outside of the house, throw away the tablecloth and then begin the 
Pesachdik meal. Some eat the bread outside to avoid crumbs indoors. This is acceptable but the 
chametz should be eaten in an area which within visual range of where kiddush took place.  
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Either way, when one has completed eating the chametz and disposed of the remaining crumbs, 
and removed the table cloth, the meal can continue with Pesach food on Pesach plates or 
disposable plates. 
Matzah may not be eaten on Erev Pesach, and some have the custom not to eat matzah even 
from Rosh Chodesh Nissan. However, Matzah Ashira (egg matzah) may be used for the meal as 
Lechem Mishne.  
 

What table should we be using for the meal? 
One who is eating chametz should not eat directly on any surface to be used for food during 
Pesach. It is best practice to prepare the table for Pesach before Shabbat and cover it with a 
disposable plastic cover. (Remember to place the candlesticks somewhere other than the table 
before lighting the Shabbat candles.) 
 

 

When do we eat the meal on Shabbat day? 
Since it is erev Pesach, one may only eat chametz up until the 5th hour of the day. In the Five 
Towns that is 10:55am. This means one will need to finish consuming the chametz before 
10:55am. The remainder of the meal, provided it is Pesachdik food, may be eaten after this time.  
 

When can we daven on Shabbat morning? 
In order to facilitate eating the last chametz before 10:55am, we have adjusted the davening 
times at shul. Hashkama minyan indoors and outdoors will be held at 6:25am (vatikin). We will 
offer an 8:00am minyan in the tent, the Main Shul, the Gluck Gelnick and the Ballroom. There will 
be no other later Shacharit minyanim offered at shul on this Shabbat morning. Please note that 
the last time this constellation of Ereve Pesach on Shabbat occurred, we had one minyan at 
7:30am to allow for more time to get home and have the 2 meals of chametz. That is not possible 
this year because Barcuh H’ the shul has grown immensely since then and also since with COVID-
19 we need to spread the minyanim out over space and time and the only that is possible is with 2 
vatikin and 4 later minyanim. This means people davening at 8am will need to return home 
promptly to ensure finishing eating chametz at the correct time. 
 

What do we do with any leftover chametz  after the Shabbat meals? 
 

The chametz which remains may be disposed of in one of the following ways, before the sixth 
daylight hour – 11:58am in the Five Towns. 

1. Flush the remaining quantities and crumbs down the toilet. (Be careful not to clog the 
toilet) 

2. That which cannot be flushed may be placed in the areas in which we store the chametz 
we have arranged to sell. 

After disposing we dispose of the last chametz, we recite the second “Kol Chamira” paragraph. 
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Do we need to wash our mouths out? 
Yes. We wash out our mouths and any dental apparatus in the same way we do every year, but we 
use only liquid toothpaste because of Shabbat. One whose gums bleed when flossed should not 
use dental floss. 
 
 

What do we do if we find chametz later in the day? 
Actual chametz becomes muktzah after the time to destroy it, when one is no longer allowed to 
benefit from chametz. If you find chametz afterward: 

1. Find a non-Jew who will dispose of it, or 
2. Cover it with a vessel until Chol haMoed; destroy the chametz on Chol haMoed. 

 

How do we eat Seudah Shlishit (the third Shabbat meal)? 
We face competing mandates governing our Shabbat meals: 

A. On one hand, many authorities rule that the third meal of Shabbat should include 
Lechem Mishne – 2 loaves of bread, like the first two meals. 

B. On the other hand, the third meal is ideally eaten on Shabbat afternoon, at which time 
chametz is forbidden! 

To make matters more complicated, one may not eat matzah on erev Pesach, in order to increase 
excitement for matzah at the Seder. (many have this practice from even from Rosh Chodesh 
Nissan) 
So what does one do?   

One should split their early “lunch” into two parts. The first part will be with 2 rolls and a first 
course. Then one would recite the birkat hamazon and take a fifteen to twenty minute break 
(preferably including a short walk outside). Then one would wash again and have a second set of 
challah rolls and have the next course as the seudah, ensuring that one finishes the chametz in 
both meals before 10:55am.  
Since ideally Seudah Shlishit should take place on Shabbat afternoon(and that was not yet 
achieved), later in the afternoon, one should have another meal later in the day by eating meat, 
fish, vegetables or fruit. It is important to be careful not to eat this third meal so close to Pesach 
that it diminishes one’s seder appetite. 
 

When is Shabbat over? 
Shabbat is out at 8:05pm in the Five Towns. 
 

May we make any preparations on Shabbat for the seder? 
 

One may not prepare on Shabbat for the seder. That would mean that the grinding of the 
horseradish, the roasting of the shank bone, the roasting of the egg for the seder plate and the 
chopping of the nuts for charoset should be done on Friday. If one forgot, one may roast the 
bone and egg on Motzei Shabbat. One may also do the grinding and chopping after Shabbat is 
out with a shinui (e.g. using the back of the spoon). 
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Can we set the table for the night of the seder? 
One may not set the table for Pesach while it is still Shabbat. One would need to wait until 
Shabbat is out to set the table.  
 

Can one nap to be ready for a late night? 
One may nap with the intent that this will help one at the seder, because that is a normal part of 
Shabbat activity. However, one should not announce that the purpose of the nap is to prepare for 
that night. 
 

What must we do as Shabbat ends? 
Before beginning the preparations, one should daven Maariv, or recite this abbreviated version of 
Havdalah, in Hebrew or English: Baruch haMavdil Bein Kodesh leKodesh (Blessed is the One who 
distinguishes between one type of sanctity and another). The full Havdalah is recited during the 
seder. 
 

Motzei Shabbat 
How do we light candles for Pesach night? 

 

When Yom Tov begins on a Saturday night, we wait to light candles until Shabbat is over, after 
8:05pm. Even then, we light from an existing flame: We light a 25-hour candle before Shabbat, 
which we then use as the fuel for the Yom Tov candles. We also light a second 25-hour candle on 
the first day of Yom Tov, and use that candle as the fuel to light candles on the second night of 
Yom Tov, after the first day has ended. 
 

When do we make Havdalah on Pesach night? 
 

Havdalah is recited as part of Kiddush at the seder, before the bracha of Shehechiyanu. The Yom 
Tov candles are used for the Havdalah candle. 
Some people remove two Yom Tov candles from the candlesticks and place them side-by-side, to 
simulate 
a multi-wicked Havdalah candle. Others simply leave the candles in the candlesticks. People 
should follow the custom of their family.
 

Important Pesach Times 
• Siyum for Taanit Bechorot: Thursday March 25th following the 5:50, 6:20, 7:00, 8:00 and 9:00am 

Shacharit. 
• Bedikat Chametz: Thursday March 25th 8:03pm 
• Biur Chametz: Friday March 26th before 11:58am 
• Mechirat Chametz: Executed Friday March 26th at 2:30pm 
• Shacharit on Shabbat morning: 6:25am (vatikin) and 8:00am 
• Sof Zman Achilat Chametz: Shabbat March 27th 10:55am 
• Zman “Biur” Chametz on Shabbat: Shabbat March 27th 11:58am 
• Shabbat ends: 8:05pm  


