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For those who do not wear the tallit:

MY SOUL, bless Adonai. 
Adonai, my God, 
You are very great. 
You are clothed in beauty and splendor, 
wrapped in a robe of light.
You unfurl the heavens like the curtains of a tent. 

From Psalm 104

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: ENTERING INTO YOM KIPPUR
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Source of blessings — Eternal, our God, majestic in 
power:
Your mitzvot are paths of holiness; 
You give us the mitzvah of wrapping ourselves in 

the fringed tallit.

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam, 

asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav,

v’tzivanu l’hitateif batzitzit.

B’Shaarei Yom HaKippurim

Entering into Yom Kippur
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B’Shaarei Yom HaKippurim

Entering into Yom Kippur

Source of blessings — Eternal, our God,

majestic in power:

Your splendor reveals the way to holiness;

Your light wraps us in the beauty of this sacred day. 

For those who do not wear the tallit:
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Yom Kippur Evening

Kol Nidrei



Kol Nidre
Dr. Maimy Fong on piano

Annamarie Kasper on cello
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On this journey our soul will awaken to itself. 

We will venture from innocence 

to sin and back to innocence again. 

This is a journey from denial to awareness, 
from self-deception to judgment. 

We will learn our Divine Name. 

We will move from self-hatred to 

self-forgiveness, from anger to healing, 

from hard-heartedness to 

broken-heartedness. 
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This is the journey the soul takes 

to transform itself and to evolve, 

the journey from boredom and staleness—
from deadness—to renewal. . . . 

It is the journey from little mind 

to big mind, from confinement in the ego 

to a sense of ourselves as a part of something 
larger. It is the journey from isolation 

to a sense of our intimate connection to all 
being. . . .

○●○○
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Every soul needs to express itself. 

Every heart needs to crack itself open. 

Every one of us needs to move from anger to 
healing, from denial to consciousness, 

from boredom to renewal. 

○○●○
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These needs did not arise yesterday. 

They are among the most ancient of human

yearnings, and they are fully expressed 

in the pageantry and ritual 

of the Days of Awe, 

in the great journey we make 

between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. 

—Rabbi Alan Lew (1944–2009)

○○○●
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Source of blessing, Eternal our God,
You fill the universe with majestic might,
teaching us holiness through sacred obligations,
giving us the mitzvah of bringing light on [Shabbat 
and] Yom Kippur.

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam, 

asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner
[shel Shabbat v’] shel 

Yom HaKippurim.
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Source of blessing, Eternal our God,
You fill the universe with majestic might —
giving us life, upholding the life within us, and 
bringing us to this time. 

Baruch atah, Adonai,

Eloheinu melech haolam, 

shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu 

v’higianu laz’man hazeh. 
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Seder Kol Nidrei · Release from Vows

Opening the Ark, Opening Ourselves

Yom Kippur: the Jewish people’s Festival of the 
Soul and Kol Nidrei its sacred portal — a night of 
deep emotions, a night, as the Psalmist wrote, to 
“rejoice with trembling.” 

We rejoice at the sound of Kol Nidrei — rhythmic 
words of release from vows, oaths, and promises 
to God we fail to keep.

●○○○

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SEDER KOL NIDREI

14



We tremble at the melody. Music of spiritual 
amazement, it fills us with awe as we stand 
before God and Torah.

We rejoice that we stand together, strengthened 
by community in this hour of shared weakness 
and humility.

We tremble — for tonight we confess our flaws, 
admit our imperfection, and acknowledge a 
Power far beyond our understanding.

○●○○
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We rejoice that we commit ourselves to great 
endeavors because we feel so deeply and think 
so nobly. 

We tremble — for we find that our ideals are far 
greater than our ability; our promises surpass 
our might.

We rejoice in the freedom that is Kol Nidrei’s 
true gift: 

the freedom to begin a new year 
without fear of failure, 
to aspire to be God’s image in the world. 

○○●○
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We tremble because we are mortal; 
we rejoice in our gratitude for life. 

We rejoice with trembling and enter Kol Nidrei to 
face our humanity.

○○○●
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Throughout the service, 
you will be invited to stand and sit. 
This is truly an invitation, a choice for 
you to make as an individual. 
Please know that whether you are 
standing or sitting, the kavannah 
(intention) behind your prayer is 
what matters most. 
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Light is sown for the righteous,
radiance and joy for the pure of heart.

Or zarua latzadik;
ulyishrei-lev simchah.
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All vows — resolves and commitments, vows of abstinence 
and terms of obligation, sworn promises and oaths of 
dedication — that we promise and swear to God, and take 
upon ourselves from this Day of Atonement until next Day of 
Atonement, may it find us well:

Kol nidrei — ve·esarei, vacharamei,

v’konamei, v’chinuyei,

v’kinusei, ushvuot —

dindarna ud·ishtabana,

ud·acharimna,

v’daasarna al nafshatana,

miyom kipurim zeh

ad yom kipurim haba, aleinu

 l’tovah:
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we regret them and for all of them we repent. 
Let all of them be discarded and forgiven, abolished and 
undone; they are not valid and they are not binding.
Our vows shall not be vows; our resolves shall not be 
resolves; and our oaths — they shall not be oaths. 

kulhon icharatna v’hon;

kulhon y’hon sharan,

sh’vikin, sh’vitin,

b’teilin, umvutalin —

la sh’ririn v’la kayamin.

Nidrana la nidrei;

ve·esarana la esarei;

ushvuatana — la sh’vuot.
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All shall be forgiven —
the entire community of Israel,
and the stranger who lives in their midst —
for all have gone astray in error.
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And God responded: “I forgive, as you have asked.”

Vayomer Adonai: “Salachti, kidvarecha.”

Moses prayed to God: 
“As You have been faithful to this people ever since 
Egypt, please forgive their failings now, 
in keeping with Your boundless love.”
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Bless the Eternal, the Blessed One.
Blessed is the Eternal, the Blessed One, now and 
forever.

Bar’chu et Adonai hamvorach.

Baruch Adonai hamvorach

l’olam va·ed.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS

Sh’ma Uvirchoteha· Sh’ma and Its Blessings
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DAY AND NIGHT are Yours, Creative Spirit of the 

universe— the muted colors of twilight, the radiance 

of dawn. Yours are the spreading wings of light, the 

deepening shadows of darkness, an ever-changing 

drama. 

In the human heart, too, the struggle between 

darkness and light unfolds. From sunlit heights of 

generosity, the human heart sinks to the gloomy 

depths of selfishness. Although we fall, You give us 

the strength to rise again. 

●○
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You call on those who hurt through word or deed 
to break free from wrongdoing and return to You. 
All who hear Your call to goodness are embraced; 
all who reject emptiness and evil find acceptance 
from You. 

We come into Your presence, this night of Kol Nidrei, 
aware that our shortcomings and weaknesses are 
many. Yet, encouraged by Your promise of 
forgiveness, we choose freely the path of repentance, 
restoring wholeness to our lives and holiness to the 
world. 

○●
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Baruch atah, Adonai, hamaariv aravim.

Blessed are You, Adonai, Creator of twilight and dusk. 
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Love beyond all space and time —
Your love enfolds Your people, Yisrael.
We receive it in Your teaching: Your gift of Torah, 
sacred obligations, discipline, and law.
So let us speak these teachings when we lie down and 
rise up and find joy forever in Your Torah and mitzvot.
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They are the very essence of our life —
ours to ponder and study all our days.
May we never lose or be unworthy of Your love . . .

Baruch atah, Adonai, oheiv amo Yisrael.

. . . for You are blessed: the One who loves Your 
people, Yisrael.
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Blessed is God’s glorious majesty forever and ever.

Baruch sheim k’vod malchuto l’olam va·ed.

Listen, Israel: Adonai is our God, Adonai is One!
Sh’ma, Yisrael: Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai echad!

ינוּ, יִשְׂרָאֵלשְׁמַע !אֶחָדיְיָ , יְיָ אֱלֹהֵֵֽ

.בָּרוּךְ שֵׁם כְּבוֹד מַלְכוּתוֹ לְעוֹלָם וָעֶד
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Sh’ma: How Do We Respond to God’s Oneness? 
By Loving God and Devoting Ourselves to Torah

●○○

V’ahavta et Adonai Elohecha —

b’chol-l’vav’cha,

uvchol-nafsh’cha, 

uvchol-m’odecha. 

V’hayu had’varim ha·eileh

asher anochi

m’tzav’cha hayom 

al l’vavecha. 

You shall love Adonai your God with all your mind, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength. Set these words, which I command you this 
day, upon your heart.

יךָ  ת יְהוָָֹ֣ה אֱלֹהֶֶ֑ הַבְתָָּ֔ אֵֵ֖ וְאָָ֣
בְּכׇל־לְבָבְךָ  
וּבְכׇל־נַפְשְׁךֵָ֖ 

ךָ׃ וּבְכׇל־מְאֹדֵֶֽ
לֶה  ים הָאֵֵ֗ וְהָי֞וּ הַדְבָרִָ֣

וֹם   י מְצַוְּךָָ֛ הַיֵ֖ ר אָנֹכִִ֧ אֲשֶֶׁׁ֨
ךָ׃ עַל־לְבָבֵֶֽ
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Sh’ma: How Do We Respond to God’s Oneness? 
By Loving God and Devoting Ourselves to Torah

○●○

V’shinantam l’vanecha 

v’dibarta bam, 

b’shivt’cha b’veitecha, 

uvlecht’cha vaderech, 

uvshochb’cha, uvkumecha. 

Teach them faithfully to your children. Speak of them in your home and 
on your way, when you lie down and when you rise up.

יךָ ם לְבָנֶָּ֔ וְשִׁנַנְתָָ֣
ם   וְדִבַּרְתֵָ֖ בֶָּ֑

ךֶָ֙   בְּשִׁבְתְךָָ֤ בְּבֵיתֶֶ֙
רֶךְ   וּבְלֶכְתְךָָ֣ בַדֶָּ֔

ךָ׃ בְשׇׁכְבְּךֵָ֖ וּבְקוּמֵֶֽ וֵּֽ
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Sh’ma: How Do We Respond to God’s Oneness? 
By Loving God and Devoting Ourselves to Torah

○○●

Bind them as a sign upon your hand;  let them be a symbol before your 
eyes; inscribe them on the doorposts of your house, and on your gates.

Ukshartam l’ot al yadecha;

v’hayu l’totafot bein einecha; 

uchtavtam al-m’zuzot beitecha 

uvisharecha.

ךָ וֹת עַל־יָדֶֶ֑ ם לְאֵ֖ וּקְשַׁרְתָ 
ין עֵינֵֶֽיךָ׃ ת בֵּ  וּ לְטֹטָפֵֹ֖  וְהָי 

ךָ   וֹת בֵּיתֵֶ֖ ם עַל־מְזֻז  וּכְתַבְתָָ֛
יךָ׃  וּבִשְׁעָרֵֶֽ
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Responding to God’s Oneness by Wearing Tzitzit 

●○○○○

Adonai said to Moses: Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them 
to make for themselves tzitzit—fringes—

Vayomeir Adonai 

El Moshe leimor.

Dabeir el b’nei Yisrael

v’amarta aleihem 

v’asu lahem tzitzit

ה  אמֶר יְהוֵָֹ֖  ֹ וַי
ר׃ ה לֵאמֵֹֽ אֶל־מֹשֶׁ 

ר אֶל־בְּנֵָ֤י יִשְׂרָאֵלֶ֙   דַבֵּ֞
ם  וְאָמַרְתָָ֣ אֲלֵהֶָּ֔
ת ם צִיצִָ֛ וּ לָהֶ  וְעָשֶׁׂ֨



36

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS

Responding to God’s Oneness by Wearing Tzitzit 

○●○○○

—on the corners of their clothing, throughout their generations; 
and let them place upon the corner-fringe a thread of violet-blue. 
The fringes will be yours to see

al kanfei vigdeihem l’dorotam

v’natnu al tzitzit hakanaf 

p’til t’cheilet.

V’hayah lachem l’tzitzit, 

ur’item oto

ם  ם לְדֹרֹתֶָ֑ י בִגְדֵיהֵֶ֖ עַל־כַּנְפֵ 
ת הַכָּנֵָָ֖֖ף וּ עַל־צִיצִ  וְנָ תְנָ֛

לֶת׃   יל תְכֵֵֽ פְתִ 
וְהָיָָ֣ה לָכֶם֮ לְצִיצִת֒ 

וֹ ם אֹתֵ֗ וּרְאִיתֶָ֣
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Responding to God’s Oneness by Wearing Tzitzit 

○○●○○

and remember all the mitzvot—the sacred obligations—of Adonai. Do 
them; and do not be misled by the lustful urges of your heart and your 
eyes. 

uz’chartem et kol mitzvot 

Adonai vaasitem otam

v’lo taturu acharei 

l’vav’chem v’acharei eineichem

asher atem zonim achareihem.

ת  וּזְכַרְתֶםֶ֙ אֶת־כׇּל־מִצְוָֹ֣
ם ם אֹתֶָ֑ יְהוָָֹּ֔ה וַעֲשִׂיתֵֶ֖
י  א־תָת֜וּרוּ אַחֲרֵָ֤ ֵֹֽ וְל

ם ינֵיכֶָּ֔ י עֵֵֽ לְבַבְכֶםֶ֙ וְאַחֲרֵָ֣
ם׃ ים אַחֲרֵיהֵֶֽ ם זֹנִֵ֖ אֲשֶׁר־אַתֶ 
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Responding to God’s Oneness by Wearing Tzitzit 

○○○●○

Be mindful of all My mitzvot, and do them; thus you will become holy to 
your God.

L’maan tizk’ru vaasitem 

et- Kol-mitzvotai, 

viyitem k’doshim 

L’Eloheihem. 

ם   וּ וַעֲשִׂיתֵֶ֖ עַן תִזְכְּרָּ֔ לְמַָ֣
י אֶת־כׇּל־מִצְוֹתֶָ֑

ים ם קְדֹשִֵׁ֖ וִהְיִיתֶ 
ם׃ הֵיכֵֶֽ לֵאלֵֹֽ
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Responding to God’s Oneness by Wearing Tzitzit 

○○○○●

I, Adonai, am your God, who brought you out of Egypt to be your God—
I, Adonai your God.

Ani Adonai Eloheichem 

Asher hotzeiti et-chem 

mei-eretz Mitzrayim, 

liyot lachem l’Elohim:

Ani Adonai Eloheichem.

ם הֵיכֵֶ֗ י יְהוָָֹ֣ה אֱלֵֹֽ אֲנִ֞
אתִי אֶתְכֶםֶ֙  ר הוֹצֵָ֤ אֲשֶֶׁׁ֨

יִם רֶץ מִצְרַָּ֔ מֵאֶָ֣
ים ם לֵאלֹהִֶ֑ וֹת לָכֵֶ֖ לִהְי 
ם׃ י יְהוָֹ ה אֱלֹהֵיכֵֶֽ אֲנִֵ֖

Adonai your God is true.

Adonai Eloheichem emet.
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Truth and faith — 

these are fundamental 
to our existence. 
God alone is their source, 
and we are Israel, a people of God. 

Our Sovereign saves us from tyranny, 
redeems us from its violence 
through countless wonders, 
from its brutality 
through great feats beyond measure. 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS
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We are Israel, a people of God —
the Giver of life, 
who would not let our feet give way; 
the Maker of miracles 
for us against Pharaoh, 
of signs and portents 
in the land of Egypt —
the One who brought 
our people Israel from its midst 
to enduring freedom. 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS
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Witnesses to this heroic might, 
the people thanked and praised God by name, 
freely accepting the reign of heaven. 

Then Moses and Miriam and all Israel sang to You 
this song of utter joy: 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS
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“Of all that is worshiped, is there another like You? 
Maker of wonders, who is like You — 
in holiness sublime, evoking awe and praise?” 

When Your children saw Your sovereign might — 
the splitting of the sea before Moses and Miriam — 
they responded, “This is my God!” 

“Mi-chamochah ba·eilim, Adonai?

Mi kamochah — nedar bakodesh,

nora t’hilot, oseih-fele?”

Malchut’cha ra·u vanecha —

bokei·a yam lifnei

Mosheh uMiryam —

“Zeh Eili!” anu. 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS

●○
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And they said,
“The Eternal will reign till the end of time.” 

As it is written: “Adonai will save Jacob, 
and redeem him from one stronger than himself.”

V’am’ru:

“Adonai yimloch l’olam va·ed.”

V’ne·emar: 

“Ki fadah Adonai et-Yaakov;

ug·alo miyad chazak mimenu.”

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS

○●

Baruch atah, Adonai, gaal Yisrael.

Blessed are You in our lives, Eternal One, 
who redeemed Israel. 
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WHEN fears multiply

and danger threatens;

when sickness comes,

when death confronts us—

it is God’s blessing of shalom

that sustains us

and upholds us.

Lightening our burden,

dispelling our worry,

restoring our strength,

renewing our hope—

reviving us.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS
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Baruch atah, Adonai, haporeis sukat shalom aleinu,

v’al kol amo Yisrael, v’al Y’rushalayim.

Blessed One, You spread over us a canopy of peace —
a shelter of shalom over all Israel, 
Your people, and over Jerusalem. 

○●



45

For on this day atonement shall be made for you to 
purify you from all your wrongs.
And pure you shall be in the presence of Adonai.

Ki-vayom hazeh y’chapeir aleichem 

l’taheir et·chem; 

mikol chatoteichem 

lifnei Adonai tit·haru.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS
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.יִתְגַּדַל וְיִתְקַדַשׁ שְׁמֵהּ רַבָּא
,בְּעָלְמָא דִי בְרָא כִרְעוּתֵיהּ

וְיַמְלִיךְ מַלְכוּתֵיהּ
בְּחַיֵיכוֹן וּבְיוֹמֵיכוֹן

,וּבְחַיֵי דְכָל בֵּית יִשְׂרָאֵל
,בַּעֲגָלָא וּבִזְמַן קָרִיב

.  וְאִמְרוּ אָמֵן

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh'mei raba. 

B'alma di v’ra chirutei, 

v'yamlich malchutei, 

b'chayeichon uv'yomeichon 

uv'chayei d'chol beit Yisrael, 

baagala uviz'man kariv. 

V'im'ru: Amen.

May God’s great name come to be magnified and sanctified in the 
world God brought into being. May God’s majestic reign prevail 
soon in your lives, in your days, and in the life of the whole House 
of Israel; and let us say; Amen.

●○○
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May God’s holy name come to be blessed, acclaimed, and 
glorified; revered, raised, and beautified; honored and praised. 
Blessed is the One…

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS

○●○

יְהֵא שְׁמֵהּ רַבָּא מְבָרַךְ
.לְעָלַם וּלְעָלְמֵי עָלְמַיָא

יִתְבָּרַךְ וְיִשְׁתַבַּח וְיִתְפָאַר
וְיִתְרוֹמַם וְיִתְנַשֵּׂא

וְיִתְהַדָר וְיִתְעַלֶה וְיִתְהַלָל
,שְׁמֵהּ דְקֻדְשָׁא בְּרִיךְ הוּא

Y'hei sh'mei raba m'varach 

l'alam ul'almei almaya.  

Yitbarach v’yishtabach,

v’yitpaar v'yitromam v'yitnasei,

v'yit'hadar v'yitaleh v'yit'halal 

sh'mei d'Kud'sha b'rich Hu,
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…who is entirely beyond all the blessings and hymns, all the 
praises and words of comfort that we speak in the world; and let 
us say: Amen.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: SH’MA AND ITS BLESSINGS

○○●

לָא מִן כָּל בִּרְכָתָא וְשִׁירָתָא לְעֵֵֽ
,תֻשְׁבְּחָתָא וְנֶחֱמָתָא

.וְאִמְרוּ אָמֵן, דַאֲמִירָן בְּעָלְמָא

L'eila min kol birchata v'shirata,

tushb'chata v'nechemata,

daamiran b'alma.  V'imru: Amen.
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Adonai, open my lips, that my mouth may declare Your 
praise.

Adonai, s’fatai tiftach,

ufi yagid t’hilatecha.

HaT’filah· Standing before God

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD
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You are the Source of blessing, Adonai, our God and God of 
our fathers and mothers: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and 
God of Jacob; God of Sarah, God of Rebecca, God of Rachel, 
and God of Leah; 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

●○○

ינוּ   בָּרוּךְ אַתָה יְיָ אֱלֹהֵֵֽ
ינוּ וְאִמּוֹתֵינוּ ,  וֵאלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתֵֵֽ

,אֱלֹהֵי אַבְרָהָם
,אֱלֹהֵי יִצְחָק
,וֵאלֹהֵי יַעֲקֹב
,אֱלֹהֵי שָׂרָה
,אֱלֹהֵי רִבְקָה
,  אֱלֹהֵי רָחֵל
.  וְלֹהֵי לֵאָה

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu 

v’Eilohei avoteinu v’imoteinu, 

Elohei Avraham, 

Elohei Yizchak,

V’Eilohei Ya’akov, 

Elohei Sarah, 

Elohei Rivkah, 

Elohei Rachael, 

V’Eilohei Leah. 
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exalted God, dynamic in power, inspiring awe, God sublime, 
Creator of all — yet You offer us kindness, recall the loving 
deeds of our fathers and mothers, and bring redemption to 
their children’s children, acting in love for the sake of Your 
name. 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○●○

הָאֵל הַגָּדוֹל
,אֵל עֶלְיוֹן ,הַגִּבּוֹרוְ הַנוֹרָא
,טוֹבִים גּוֹמֵל חֲסָדִים

,  וְקֹנֵה הַכֹּל
חַסְדֵי   וְזוֹכֵר

,  אָבוֹת וְאִמָּהוֹת
וּמֵבִיא גוֹאֵל 
,  לִבְנֵי בְנֵיהֶם

עַן שְׁמוֹ בְּאַהֲבָה .לְמֵַֽ

Ha-Eil hagadol 

Hagibor v’hanorah, Eil Elyon, 

gomeil chasadim tovim, 

v’konei hakol, 

v’zocheir chasdei 

avot V’imahot, 

umeivi g’ulah 

liv’nei v’neihem, 

l’maan Sh’mo b’ahavah.
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Remember us for life, sovereign God who treasures life. 
Inscribe us in the Book of Life, for Your sake, God of life. 
Sovereign of salvation, Pillar of protection. 
Blessed are You in our lives, Adonai,  Shield of Abraham, 
Sustainer of Sarah.

Zochreinu l’chayim, 

Melech chafeitz bachayim.

V’chotveinu b’sefer hachayim,

l’maancha, Elohim chayim.

Melech ozeir umoshia umagein 

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

magein Avraham v’ezrat Sarah.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○○●
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Your life-giving power is forever, Adonai — with us in life and in death. 
You liberate and save…

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

●○○○

,  אַתָה גִּבּוֹר לְעוֹלָם אֲדֹנָי
מְחַיֵה הַכֹּל  

תָה יעַ , אֵַֽ .רַב לְהוֹשִֵֽׁ

Atah gibor l’olam Adonai, 

m’chayei hakol 

atah rav l’hoshiah.
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…and with mercy abundant, lovingly nurture all life. From life to death, 
You are the force that flows without end — You support the falling, 
heal the sick, free the imprisoned and confined; 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○●○○

סֶד ,  מְכַלְכֵּל חַיִים בְּחֵֶֽ
מְחַיֵה הַכֹּל  

,בְּרַחֲמִים רַבִּים
,  סוֹמֵךְ נוֹפְלִים
,  וְרוֹפֵא חוֹלִים

,  וּמַתִיר אֲסוּרִים

M’chalkeil chayim b’chesed, 

m’chayei hakol 

b’rachamim rabim, 

someich noflim

v’rofei cholim,

Umatir asurim, 
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You are faithful, even to those who rest in the dust. Power-beyond-
Power, from whom salvation springs, Sovereign over life and death – 
who is like You?

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○○●○

וּמְקַיֵם אֱמוּנָתוֹ
לִישֵׁנֵי עָפָר

עַל גְּבוּרוֹת וֹךָ בֵַּֽ מִי כָמֵֽ
וֹמֶה לָךְ ,  וּמִי דֵֽ
לֶךְ מֵמִית וּמְחַיֶה מֵֶֽ

יחַ יְשׁוּעָה .וּמַצְמִֵֽ

um'kayeim emunato 

lisheinei afar. 

Mi chamochah baal g'vurot 

umi domeh lach, 

melech meimit um'chayeh 

umatzmiach y'shuah. 
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○○○●

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’chayeih hakol / hameitim.

Wellspring of blessing, Power eternal, 
You are the One who gives and renews all life.

Mi chamocha, El harachamim?

zocheir y’tzurav l’Chayim 

 b’rachamim.

V’ne·eman atah l’hachayot 

hakol / meitim.

Merciful God, who compares with You? 
With tender compassion You remember all creatures for life. 
Faithful and true, worthy of our trust — You sustain our 
immortal yearnings; in You we place our undying hopes.
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You chose us, with love, 

to be messengers of mitzvot;

and through us You made known Your aspirations.

Among all the many peoples, 

You gave us a pathway to holiness.

Among all the great nations,

You uplifted us and made Yourself our Sovereign —

and so we seek You and serve You

and celebrate our nearness to Your presence. 

Your great and sacred name has become our calling.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD
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Eternal our God, remember us,         Amen
be mindful of us,                                   Amen

and redeem us
for a life of goodness and blessing.   Amen

Zochreinu, Adonai Eloheinu, 

bo l’tovah. Amen.

Ufokdeinu vo livrachah. Amen.

V’hoshi·einu vo l’chayim. Amen.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD
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Our God and God of our forebears,

pardon
our failings on [this day of Shabbat, and] 

this Day of Atonement;

erase our misdeeds; see beyond our defiance.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

For Isaiah said in Your name: 

“It is I, I alone who wipe away your defiant acts — 

this is My essence. 

I shall pay no heed to your errors.”

●○
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

And the prophet said: 

“As a cloud fades away, as mist dissolves into air, 

so your wrongs and mistakes shall be gone; 

I will wipe them away —

come back to Me, that I may redeem you.”

As You said to Moses: 

“For on this day atonement shall be made 

for you to purify you from all your wrongs. 

And pure you shall be in the presence of Adonai.”

○●
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Eternal, our God, Your people Israel yearns for Your favor. 
Receive their prayer with loving acceptance, 
and may You always desire Your people’s worship.

R’tzeih, Adonai Eloheinu, 

b’am’cha Yisrael. 

Utfilatam b’ahavah 

t’kabeil b’ratzon,

ut·hi l’ratzon tamid avodat 

Yisrael amecha.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

●○○
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Divine One, close to all who call upon You, 
bring Your grace and presence near to those who serve 
You. Pour forth Your spirit on us, 
and may our eyes see Your merciful return to Zion. 

El karov l’chol korav,

p’neih el avadecha v’choneinu.

Sh’foch ruchacha aleinu,

v’techezenah eineinu 

b’shuvcha l’Tziyon 

b’rachamim.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○●○
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

Baruch atah, Adonai, hamachazir Sh’chinato l’Tziyon.

Blessed are You whose Divine Presence is 
felt again in Zion.

○○●
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God who is ours,
God of all generations,
to You we are grateful forever.

Rock and Protector of our lives,
Your saving power endures from age to age.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

We thank You and tell the tale of Your praise:
Your power in our lives,
Your caring for our souls,
the constant miracle of Your kindness.

Morning, noon, and night
we call You Goodness — for Your compassion never 
ends;
we call You Mercy — for Your love has no limit;
we call You Hope, now and for all time.
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And for all these gifts, God of majesty, 
may Your name come to be blessed and praised — 
our gratitude a daily offering until the end of time.

Inscribe Your covenant partners
for a life of goodness.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

And may all life resound with gratitude and faith
in praise of Your name.
God, You free us and strengthen us.

Baruch atah, Adonai, hatov shimcha, ulcha na·eh l’hodot.

Blessed are You, Adonai, whose goodness 
deserves thanks and praise.



Silent 
Prayer
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Peace — profound and lasting, all-embracing.
Peace — let this be Your gift to Israel, Your people.
In Your goodness, Author of peace, bless us and all people — 
every season, every hour — 
with the peace that is Yours to give.

Shalom rav 

al Yisrael am’cha 

tasim l’olam —

ki atah hu melech adon 

l’chol hashalom;

v’tov b’einecha l’vareich 

et am’cha Yisrael,

b’chol eit uvchol shaah, 

bishlomecha.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

●○



78

Let us, and the whole family of Israel,
be remembered and inscribed in the Book of Life.
May it be a life of goodness, blessing, and prosperity!
May it be a life of peace!

B’sefer chayim, 

b’rachah, v’shalom, 

ufarnasah tovah,

nizacheir v’nikateiv l’fanecha,

anachnu, v’chol am’cha 

beit Yisrael,

l’chayim tovim ulshalom!

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

○●



YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: STANDING BEFORE GOD

Baruch atah, Adonai, oseih hashalom.

You are the Blessed One, the Eternal One, Source of 
shalom.

78
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Eloheinu v’Elohei 

avoteinu v’imoteinu, 

tavo l’fanecha t’filateinu;

v’al titalam mit’chinateinu.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

●○

Vidui Zuta — 

The Short Confession

Anachnu azei fanim ukshei oref

lomar l’fanecha,

Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu 

v’imoteinu:

Tzadikim anachnu, v’lo chatanu.

Aval anachnu chatanu.



Adonai, we are arrogant and stubborn, 
claiming to be blameless and free of sin.
In truth, we have stumbled and strayed. 
We have done wrong.

82

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

○●

Our God and God of all generations, 
may our prayers reach Your presence.
And when we turn to You, do not be indifferent.



Of these wrongs we are guilty: 
We betray.  We steal.  We scorn.  We act perversely.  
We are cruel.  We scheme.  We are violent.  We 
slander. We devise evil.  We lie.  We ridicule.  We 
disobey. We abuse.  We defy.  We corrupt.  We 
commit crimes.  We are hostile.  We are stubborn.  We 
are immoral.  We kill. We spoil.  We go astray.  We 
lead others astray. 

Ashamnu, bagadnu, gazalnu, 

dibarnu dofi. He·evinu, v’hirshanu, 

zadnu, chamasnu, tafalnu sheker. 

Yaatznu ra, kizavnu, latznu, 

maradnu, niatznu, sararnu, avinu, 

pashanu, tzararnu, kishinu oref. 

Rashanu, shichatnu, 

tiavnu, ta·iu, titanu.

82

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI



Our turning away from Your mitzvot and 
laws of goodness is a hollow pursuit. 
You are just, concerning all that happens in our lives. 
Your way is the way of truth, while ours leads to error. 

84

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

What can we say to You whose existence is 
beyond time and space? 
What words of ours can reach Your realm 
beyond the clouds, beyond heaven itself? 
Every hidden mystery, every revelation — 
surely, You know them all. 

●○
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

You know the secrets of the universe and 
the secrets of the human heart. 
You know and understand us, for You examine our 
inner lives. Nothing is concealed from You, nothing 
hidden from Your sight. 

Eternal One, our God and God of our ancestors, 
we pray that this be Your will: forgive all our wrongs, 
pardon us for every act of injustice, 
help us atone for all our moral failures. 

○●



86

The ways we have wronged You deliberately and by 
mistake; and harm we have caused in Your world 
through the words of our mouths.

For these sins, our God, we ask forgiveness:

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’zadon uvishgagah;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’dibur peh.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

Vidui Rabbah — 

The Long Confession

●○○○○○○○



The ways we have wronged You by hardening our hearts;
and harm we have caused in Your world through careless 
speech.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’imutz halev; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’tifshut peh.

86

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

The ways we have wronged You through lies and deceit; 
and harm we have caused in Your world through gossip 
and rumor.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha 

b’chachash uvchazav;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

birchilut. 

○●○○○○○○



The ways we have wronged You by judging others 
unfairly; and harm we have caused in Your world through 
disrespect to parents and teachers.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

biflilut;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’zilzul horim umorim. 
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

The ways we have wronged You through insincere 
apologies; and harm we have caused in Your world by 
mistreating a friend or neighbor.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’vidui peh; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’honaat rei·a.

○○●○○○○○



The ways we have wronged You through violence and 
abuse; and harm we have caused in Your world through 
dishonesty in business.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’chozek yad,

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’masa uvmatan.
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

For all these failures of judgment and will, God of 
forgiveness —
forgive us, pardon us, lead us to atonement.

V’al kulam, Elo·ah s’lichot, 

s’lach lanu, m’chal lanu, kaper-lanu.

○○○●○○○○



The ways we have wronged You openly and secretly; 
and harm we have caused in Your world by losing self-control.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha 

bagalui uvasater; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bifrikat ol. 
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

The ways we have wronged You through sexual immorality;
and harm we have caused in Your world through consumption 
of food and drink.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’gilui arayot; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’maachal uvmishteh.

○○○○●○○○



The ways we have wronged You by giving in to our hostile 
impulses; and harm we have caused in Your world through 
greed and exploitation.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha 

b’yeitzer hara; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’neshech uvmarbit. 
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

The ways we have wronged You through cynicism and scorn;
and harm we have caused in Your world through arrogant 
behavior.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’latzon; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bintiyat garon. 

○○○○○●○○



The ways we have wronged You by hating without cause; 
and harm we have caused in Your world through offensive 
speech.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’sinat chinam;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’tumat s’fatayim.
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

The ways we have wronged You with a slanderous 
tongue; and harm we have caused in Your world through 
a selfish or petty spirit.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bilshon hara; 

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’tzarut-ayin.

○○○○○○●○



For all these failures of judgment and will, God of 
forgiveness —
forgive us, pardon us, lead us to atonement.

V’al kulam, Elo·ah s’lichot, 

s’lach lanu, m’chal lanu, kaper-lanu.

90

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

○○○○○○○●



Possible Answers to Prayer

●○
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

Your petitions—though they continue to bear   

just the one signature—have been duly recorded.   

Your anxieties—despite their constant, 

relatively narrow scope and inadvertent   

entertainment value—nonetheless serve   

to bring your person vividly to mind. 

Your repentance—all but obscured beneath   

a burgeoning, yellow fog of frankly more   

conspicuous resentment—is sufficient. 



Possible Answers to Prayer

○●
95

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: VIDUI

Your intermittent concern for the sick,   

the suffering, the needy poor is sometimes   

recognizable to me, if not to them. 

Your angers, your zeal, your lipsmackingly   

righteous indignation toward the many   

whose habits and sympathies offend you—          

these must burn away before you’ll apprehend   

how near I am, with what fervor I adore 

precisely these, the several who rouse your 

passions.  
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Let our needs rise up with the darkness,
our cries with the rays of the sun.

All day our praise is before You — songs of joy and bliss
till evening comes. 

May our voices soar at nightfall,
our just deeds shine forth with the light.

All day we await deliverance — fervent our hope for 
redemption till evening comes.

Yaaleh tachanuneinu mei·erev,

v’yavo shavateinu miboker,

v’yeira·eh rinuneinu ad arev.

Yaaleh koleinu mei·erev,

v’yavo tzidkateinu miboker,

v’yeira·eh pidyoneinu ad arev.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: S’LICHOT

●○○
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Let our suffering ascend at twilight,
our forgiveness with the break of dawn.
All day we sigh from oppression — cry out for right and justice
till evening comes. 

May there be refuge when night surrounds us,
at sunrise — safe haven, for Your sake.

All day our words rise from a sea of sorrow — and they break 
in waves of atonement 

till evening comes. 

Yaaleh inuyeinu mei·erev,

v’yavo s’lichateinu miboker,

v’yeira·eh naakateinu ad arev.

Yaaleh m’nuseinu mei·erev,

v’yavo l’maano miboker,

v’yeira·eh kipureinu ad arev.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: S’LICHOT

○●○
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Let evening bring salvation. 
Let morning make all hearts pure.
This day our prayers spell healing 
— peace, peace, to all, far and near — 
till evening comes.

Yaaleh yisheinu mei·erev,

v’yavo tohoreinu miboker,

v’yeira·eh chinuneinu ad arev.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: S’LICHOT

○○●



Hear our call, Adonai our God. Show us compassion.
Accept our prayer with love and goodwill. 

Take us back, Adonai; let us come back to You; 
renew our days as in the past.
Hear our words, Adonai; understand our unspoken 
thoughts.
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: S’LICHOT

May the speech of our mouth and our heart’s quiet 
prayer be acceptable to You, Adonai, our Rock and our 
Redeemer. 

Do not cast us away from Your presence, 
or cut us off from Your holy spirit.

●○
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: S’LICHOT

Do not cast us away when we are old; 
as our strength diminishes, do not forsake us.
Do not forsake us, Adonai; be not far from us, our God.

With hope, Adonai, we await You; 
surely, You, Adonai our God — You will answer.

○●
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: S’LICHOT

Our God and God of our ancestors —

We are Your people; and You are our God.
We are Your children; and You are our father, our mother.
We are Your legacy; and You are our purpose.
We are Your flock; and You are our shepherd.
We are Your vineyard; and You watch over us.
We are Your beloved; and You are our lover.

So forgive us, pardon us, lead us to atonement.

Ki anu amecha, v’atah Eloheinu;

anu vanecha, v’atah avinu.

Anu nachalatecha, v’atah goraleinu;

anu tzonecha, v’atah ro·einu.

Anu charmecha, v’atah notreinu;

anu f’ulatecha, v’atah yotzreinu.

Anu rayatecha, v’atah dodeinu;

,וְאַתָה אֱלֹהֵנוּ, כִּי אָנוּ עמֶּךָ

.וְאַתָה אָבִינוּ, אָנוּ בָנֶיךָ

,וְאַתָה גוֹרָלֵנוּ, אָנוּ נַחֲלָתֶךָ

.וְאַתָה רוֹעֵנוּ, אָנוּ צאֹנֶךָ

,וְאַתָה נוֹטְרֵנוּ,אָנוּ כַרְמֶךָ 

.וְאַתָה דוֹדֵנוּ, אָנוּ רַעְיָתֶךָ
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Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we find the strength to take the road less 
traveled by?

Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we come to know the purpose of our 
existence?

Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we learn not to live life in vain?

Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we get out of our indifference?

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: AVINU MALKEINU

Avinu Malkeinu — Illumine for us the path of our life.

Avinu Malkeinu · Almighty and Merciful

●○
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Avinu Malkeinu — Illumine for us the path of our life.

Avinu Malkeinu · Almighty and Merciful

Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we distinguish between truth and 
falsehood?

Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we find the answers to our questions?

Avinu Malkeinu — 
How shall we gird ourselves with strength to seek 
answers?

Avinu Malkeinu — Be gracious to us, answer us, 

empower us, and give us courage,

for the answers are both in You and with You.

○●
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Avinu Malkeinu, sh’ma koleinu.

Avinu Malkeinu — Almighty and Merciful — hear our voice.

●○

Avinu Malkeinu, chatanu l’fanecha.

Avinu Malkeinu, we have strayed and sinned before You.

Avinu Malkeinu, chamol aleinu, 

v’al olaleinu v’tapeinu.

Avinu Malkeinu seilimaf ruo no dna su no noissapmoc evah ,.

Avinu Malkeinu, kaleih dever 

v’cherev v’raav mei·aleinu.

Avinu Malkeinu, halt the onslaught of sickness, 

violence, and hunger. 

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: AVINU MALKEINU



Avinu Malkeinu, chadeish aleinu 

shanah tovah.
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Avinu Malkeinu, kotveinu b’sefer 

chayim tovim.

Avinu Malkeinu, enter our names

in the Book of Lives Well Lived.

Avinu Malkeinu, renew for us a year of goodness. 

○●

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: AVINU MALKEINU

Avinu Malkeinu,

kaleih kol tzar 

umastin mei·aleinu.

Avinu Malkeinu — 

      halt the reign of those who cause pain and terror.

Avinu Malkeinu, sh’ma koleinu.

Avinu Malkeinu — Almighty and Merciful — hear our voice.
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS



As the prophet announced, 
“The Eternal shall be sovereign over all the earth. 
On that day the Eternal shall be one, 
and God’s name shall be one.” 

V’ne·emar: 

“V’hayah Adonai l’melech 

al-kol-haaretz,

bayom hahu yiyeh Adonai echad,

ushmo echad.”
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YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS



WE STAND AS ONE on this night of remembrance. 

United in grief, united in loss, 

united in the power of a promise: 

God has made us; God will sustain us.

We give praise to this life

and rise up together to renew our strength.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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May God’s great name come to be magnified and sanctified 
in the world God brought into being. 
May God’s majestic reign prevail soon in your lives, in your 
days, and in the life of the whole House of Israel;
and let us say: Amen. 

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba,

b’alma di v’ra chiruteih.

V’yamlich malchuteih b’chayeichon

uvyomeichon,

uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael —

baagala uvizman kariv;

v’imru: Amen.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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Mourner’s Kaddish

●○○○



May God’s great name be blessed to the end of time. 

May God’s holy name come to be blessed, 
acclaimed, and glorified; 
revered, raised, and beautified; honored and praised. 

Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varach 

l’alam ul·almei almaya.

Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpaar 

v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yit·hadar

v’yitaleh v’yit·halal 

sh’meih d’kudsha — 

b’rich hu —

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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Blessed is the One who is entirely beyond 
all the blessings and hymns, 
all the praises and words of comfort 
that we speak in the world;
and let us say: Amen. 

Let perfect peace abound; 
let there be abundant life for us and for all Israel. 

l’eila ul·eila mikol birchata 

v’shirata, tushb’chata v’nechemata

daamiran b’alma;

v’imru: Amen.

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya,

v’chayim aleinu v’al kol Yisrael;

v’imru: Amen.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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May the One who makes peace in the high heavens 
make peace for us, all Israel, and all who dwell on earth; 
and let us say: Amen. 

Oseh shalom bimromav,

hu yaaseh shalom aleinu,

v’al kol Yisrael

v’al kol yoshvei teiveil;

v’imru: Amen.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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May the Source of peace bestow peace on all who mourn,

and may we be a source of comfort to all who are bereaved. 

Amen.

○○○●



Hashiveinu / Return Again

Hashiveinu, Adonai, eilecha 

v’nashuvah;

chadeish yameinu k’kedem.

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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Return again, return again, 
return to the land of your soul.

Return to what you are, return to who you are, 
return to where you are

Born and reborn again.



May you be inscribed — and sealed — for a good year!

L’shanah tovah tikateivu — v’teichateimu!

YOM KIPPUR : EVENING SERVICE: CONCLUDING PRAYERS
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