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from our CLERGY
Shalom and Welcome to Congregation Beth Israel!
For centuries, Jews and lovers of Jewish wisdom have studied
the sacred text of Torah to extract deeper meaning from its
words, searching for a greater purpose in life. No more famous
summary of the essence of Torah exists than that of the
ancient sage and teacher, Hillel: “What is hateful to you, do
Rabbi Steven Folberg

not do to others. That is [the essence of Torah] and the rest is
commentary on [that principle]. Now, go and learn it!” (Shabbat
31b).
Hillel understood that our deepest purpose is to love one
another and act upon the truth that we are all connected,
thereby making the world more loving, just and peaceful. That
is what we strive to do every day at CBI. We help the members
of our community draw upon Jewish wisdom and practices that

Rabbi Kelly Levy

can support their own – and the world’s – striving for goodness,
compassion and peace.
Through communal study, prayer, celebration and service to
others, we become a Kehilah Kedoshah, a holy community
filled with joy and hope for the future. We offer programs
meant for every generation, and we partner with our amazing
volunteer leaders to create programs that reflect the interests
and passions of our members.

Cantorial Soloist Sarah
Avner

Our community would be even better with you helping
create a Sacred Community at CBI. We welcome people
from all backgrounds, and we encourage you to share your
varied experiences with us. The most important part of a
Kehilah Kedoshah is the people, the unique members of the
community that make this such a special place.
Rabbi Steven Folberg, Senior Rabbi
Rabbi Kelly Levy, Associate Rabbi
Cantorial Soloist Sarah Avner
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from the PRESIDENT
Welcome to Congregation Beth Israel,
We hope you will take a few moments to browse the
pages of this booklet and find out more about our
community and programming. I am certain there is
something that will pique your interest and just maybe
bring a bit more meaning, purpose, or joy to your life!
Your presence and involvement instill the vital energy
that continues to write the narrative of this revered,
historic synagogue.
Having become both a Bar Mitzvah and Confirmand
within these walls, CBI holds a special place in my
heart. It is my hope to share with you the same comfort,
camaraderie, and loving community I have enjoyed
amidst these sacred spaces.
On behalf of our Board of Trustees, I would like to thank
you for joining us and look forward to learning more
about you and your family. If you have any specific
needs or questions about programs, please feel free
to reach out to any one of our staff or board members,
including myself. We look forward to serving you and
are glad you’re here!
Sincerely,
Benjamin Jansen
CBI President
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Benjamin Jansen

our MISSION
Congregation Beth Israel…
Instills and nourishes Jewish spirituality
Educates and enlightens intellects of all ages to the
wisdom of Torah and the joy of Jewish learning
Nurtures members through life cycle events at all ages
and stages
Enhances friendships in the spirit of communal warmth
and sincerity by providing a wholesome and enjoyable
social milieu for people of all ages – from cradle to old
age
Offers comfort and care for the sick, needy, and those in
trouble or transition
Embraces strangers and reaches out to interfaith
families and the unaffiliated
Extends beyond the congregation to the Jewish
community and Austin community at large in the spirit
of cooperation for the greater good of the community
Welcomes members of all ages, marital status, sexual or
gender identity, and social and economic walks of life
Builds leadership to perpetuate a strong congregation,
devoted to the advancement of Judaism for generations
to come
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CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL is
Joyful
Our Shabbat services are full of joyful singing.
On Simchat Torah, we dance, we sing, and we celebrate
starting the cycle anew.
Purim brings out our wilder side: We drown out
Haman’s name with enough noise to raise the roof and
our Purim Spiel puts the ancient story in a modern,
musical context. And we may get just a bit silly.
CBI’s annual gala features great food, music, dancing,
and more.

Diverse
Our members come from all walks of life: We are
professors and electricians, teachers and dentists, full
time moms and part time attorneys.
Everyone is welcome at CBI. We are proud of our longtime support for the LGBTQ community. And proud
that some of our members’ families can be traced back
to the crypto-Jews accompanying the early Spanish
explorers of Mexico and Texas.
CBI treasures our Jews-by-Choice for the richness they
bring to our congregation and to the Jewish people.

Inclusive
CBI offers programs for our very youngest members, our
senior members, and everyone in-between.
Our religious school provides specially trained staff for
students with special needs.
Our prayer books provide transliterations for those who
do not read Hebrew, so everyone can participate.
We welcome interfaith families and encourage them to
fully participate.
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our STAFF
Executive Director Jennifer Smith has been with CBI for over 10
years. Prior to being CBI’s Executive Director, she was a Program
Director at the JCC in Atlanta, GA. Jennifer has a JD and MPA in
non-profit management.
Email: jsmith@bethisrael.org

Director of Youth Education and Engagement Carly Cera grew up at
CBI. Most recently, Carly was CBI’s Director of Community Engagement
as well as our Youth Group Advisor. Carly has a Master’s Degree in
education and has taught school in both Israel and the U.S.
Email: ccera@bethisrael.org

Director of Membership Services Pam Hanna loves that every
day at CBI, she gets to assist members with whom she has formed
friendships.
Email: phanna@bethisrael.org

Director of Community Engagement Harold Wilensky, a long-time
member and volunteer joins our staff this year focusing on volunteer
coordination and reaching out to the wider Jewish community.
Email: hwilensky@bethisrael.org

Executive Assistant to the Clergy Sam Rosenberg joined CBI in 2017
after serving in a similar role at two congregations in New York.
Email: srosenberg@bethisrael.org
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our STAFF
Education Coordinator Sarah Jew became Bat Mitzvah and was
confirmed at CBI. She taught religious school before moving into the
Education office which she keeps well organized and ready for our
young learners.
Email: sjew@bethisrael.org

Senior Custodian Tony Davila has been at Beth Israel since 1991. Tony
sets up all events to make sure they are ready for our members and
guests.
Email: tdavila@bethisrael.org

CDC Executive Director Zoe Miller has been heavily involved in Jewish
Early Childhood education for several years. She holds a BA in Early
Childhood Education/Liberal Arts and a Master’s in Teaching and English
from the University of Minnesota. Before joining the CDC, Zoe was the
curriculum director at Shalom Austin’s Early Childhood Program.
Email: cdcdirector@bethisrael.org

CDC Assistant Director Rebecca Taute grew up at Beth Israel and is an
alumna of our education program. Becca attended high school in Israel
and she brings a great deal of enthusiasm and love of children to her job.
Email: btaute@bethisrael.org

CDC Office and Communication Manager Hannah Turner is a CBI
alumna who went to Greene Family Camp and worked at Camp Ben
Frankel. She graduated with a degree in journalism from the University
of Missouri and two minors in Religious Studies and Multicultural
Studies. She has four dogs and loves photography.
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Email: cdcadmin@bethisrael.org

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5779
EREV ROSH HASHANAH—SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service

8:00 pm

ROSH HASHANAH—MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Family Service (Sanctuary)
Morning Service
Children’s Service (Sanctuary)

8:30 am
10:30 am
2:15 pm

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Torah Study

9:00 am

Tashlich

9:45 am

Shabbat Morning Service

10:30 am

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Cemetery Service (Cemetery #3)

10:00 am

EREV YOM KIPPUR—TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre) Service

8:00 pm

YOM KIPPUR—WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Family Service (Sanctuary)
Morning Service

8:30 am
10:30 am

Meditation Service (Smith)

1:30 pm

Healing Service (Music Room)

1:30 pm

Children’s Service (Sanctuary)

2:30 pm

Current Events with Rabbi Folberg (310/311)

3:00 pm

Afternoon Service (Sanctuary)

3:30 pm

Yizkor

5:30 pm

Concluding Service (followed by Break the Fast) 6:15 pm
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ANNUAL HIGH HOLY DAY FOOD DRIVE
BENEFITTING THE CENTRAL TEXAS FOOD BANK

Bring your canned goods (pop top cans preferred and no glass) and dried
goods to CBI on Yom Kippur and throughout the month of October or go to
www.bethisrael.org to donate online.

HELP BROTHERHOOD BUILD THE SUKKAH
Sunday, September 23 at 9:30 am

Please consider joining CBI Brotherhood to help build our community
sukkah.
For more information, contact Jean Hughes at jeanhughes10@yahoo.com

SUKKOT 5779 AT CBI

Sunday, September 23 at 6:30 pm – Erev Sukkot Services
The Erev Sukkot Service is a fun, energetic service
for all ages.
Bring your own lulavim and etrogim to shake, shake,
shake during this festive holiday!

SIMCHAT TORAH 5779 AT CBI
Sunday, September 30 at 6:30 pm
Simchat Torah Evening Service

The Simchat Torah Service is a joyous observance including Hakafot, dancing,
and a celebration of the “birthday of the Torah” as we read the end of
Deuteronomy and the beginning of Genesis, completing and beginning the
annual cycle of weekly Torah readings. This service will be followed by an
oneg in the Sukkah.
SIMCHAT TORAH MORNING SERVICE WITH YIZKOR
Monday, October 1 at 8:30 am
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BROTHERHOOD LATKE DINNER & CHANUKAH PARTY
Sunday, December 9 at 5:30 pm
Join family and friends for our annual Latke Dinner featuring the Brotherhood’s
famous cut-with-your-fork tender brisket. And of course, there will be plenty of
potato latkes. Bring your Chanukiyot (Chanukah Menorahs) and dreidels. Fun for the
whole family!

FAJITAS WITH FRIENDS
January 6 at 5:30 pm

Just before the kids go back to school, share some tasty fajitas and all the fixings with
your friends and family. Check bethisrael.org for more information later in the year.

PURIM

Wednesday, March 20
Purim at CBI is a fun, wild and crazy event. It is traditionally celebrated with a public
reading of the Book of Esther, which tells the story of the holiday. Under the rule of
King Ahashverosh, Haman, the king’s prime minister, plots to exterminate all Persian
Jews. His plan is foiled by Queen Esther and her cousin Mordechai, who ultimately
save the Jews of Persia from destruction. The reading of the m’gillah is typically a
rowdy affair, punctuated by booing and noise-making when Haman’s name is read
aloud. Wearing costumes is recommended!

HAMAN’S HOT DOG HANGOUT
(Sponsored by ATT)
5:00 pm
CHILDREN’S PURIM SERVICE
6:30 pm
ADULT’S PURIM SERVICE AND SPIEL
7:30 pm

PASSOVER

Saturday, April 20
Pesach, or Passover celebrates and retells the story of the Exodus from Egypt.
The story is told around a large meal with various ritual foods, each of which
as a special significance to the Pesach story. Passover at CBI is celebrated
with a family-friendly, joyful, musical Community Second Night Seder.
2ND NIGHT COMMUNITY SEDER
Saturday, April 20 at 6:00 pm
PASSOVER MORNING SERVICE WITH YIZKOR
Friday, April 26 at 8:30 am
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IFTAR DINNER
In what has become an annual tradition, members of the Turkish Muslim community
sponsor an Iftar dinner at CBI. An Iftar is the traditional feast that Muslims eat after a
day of fasting during Ramadan.
Our guests bring a variety of Turkish delicacies
to share with us. They also teach us a little about
their traditions surrounding Ramadan. This will
take place sometime between May 5–June 4.
Check for details at bethisrael.org in the spring.

SHAVUOT
Sunday, June 9

Shavuot celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. Shavuot, like many other
Jewish holidays, began as an ancient agricultural festival that marked the end of the
spring barley harvest and the beginning of the summer wheat harvest. In ancient
times, Shavuot was a pilgrimage festival during which Israelites brought crop
offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. Today, it is a celebration of Torah, education,
and actively choosing to participate in Jewish life.

SHAVUOT MORNING SERVICE WITH YIZKOR
8:30 am

CBI ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, June 2 at 9:00 am

Join your fellow CBI members along with the Board of Trustees to learn about and
vote on CBI’s annual budget and new Trustees.

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
“Circle of Friends” Alzheimer’s Caregivers Respite group is truly one of the most
rewarding programs you will ever take part in. We sing, dance, play games, create art,
and enjoy the company of some wonderful people coping with Alzheimer’s, while
providing a much-needed respite for their caregivers.
Your help is needed to provide support with morning welcoming, breakfast set-up,
assisting friends with getting their breakfast and/or lunch, and moving to and from
activities such as music and art therapy, bingo and dominoes. Relief volunteers are
also needed to assist during the lunch hour and clean up. All shifts last 3 to 5 hours.
Whether you’re available once a month or every week, participating in this program is
both a mitzvah and a joy.
If you are interested in volunteering in a warm, loving and fun environment or you
have a loved one you would like to enroll in this program please contact Theressa
Lyons (tllyons@mac.com) at (512) 845-5374 or Faith Steinberg at (512) 926-1477.
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SHABBAT GREETERS
Are you friendly? Of course, you are!
You are just the person we are looking for to help greet our members and
visitors at Shabbat services throughout the year. Our Greeters make sure
that everyone who walks in the door to attend a service is warmly greeted,
handed a prayer book, and made to feel welcome at CBI.
Most Greeters are scheduled to greet about 6 times a year. We can schedule
you for Friday nights, Saturday mornings, or both depending on your
preference.
Contact Harold Wilensky at harold@bethisrael.org for more information.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
The Child Development Center at Congregation Beth Israel is a nationally
recognized early childhood program accredited through NAEYC. The CDC
is a supportive and nurturing community, where children play to learn in
a joyful, caring environment. Highly qualified, CDC educators and families
work together to foster each child’s potential through play- based, emergent
curriculum. Each child has the opportunity to grow, learn, imagine, and
question the world as they explore and investigate art, music, science,
literature, block-building, and active playground time.
Judaic values highlight the importance of bravery, courage, kindness, and
perseverance. Children participate in Jewish traditions, building memories,
traditions, and life-long friendships. Low student-teacher ratios, small group
sizes, active family involvement are just a few hallmarks of this outstanding
program.
For information, contact CDC Director Zoe Miller at 512-371-0224 or
cdcdirector@bethisrael.org.
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EMPTY NESTERS
George Burns said, “You can’t help getting older, but you don’t have to get old.”
Members of Empty Nesters are living examples of this quote.
Empty Nesters get together twice a year for community feasts. We start with a social
hour sipping wine, catching up with old friends and making new ones. Then we sit for
a scrumptious dinner, followed by lively entertainment. We complement our dinners
with several special field trips each year to plays, concerts, museums, and Fairs. Last
year we even made a trip to Israel and a cruise out of Galveston.
You don’t need to be a member of Congregation Beth Israel to join Empty Nesters.
We welcome anyone who is interested in meeting people and sharing in our
camaraderie. If you fit that description, join now!
Annual dues are only $15. What a deal!
Contact David Mann at 512-346-4940 or dbmann@earthlink.net for more information.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 “Silver Strings” concert Learn & Lunch at 10:30 am
at CBI. Make reservations at 512-454-6806.
Questions? Call Judith Helburn at 512-454-7229.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2018 Trip to George H. W. Bush Library in College Station for
Leonardo da Vinci exhibit. Carpooling will leave CBI at 9:00 am with lunch in College
Station before museum. Museum cost is $7 (no charge for member of the LBJ Library
or any other Presidential library). RSVP to Suzie Gallagher (suzgt@sbcglobal.net or
512-468-0146) by October 10, 2018.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018 Chanukah with the Rabbis & Latkes
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2018 New Year’s Eve Party
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2019 Valentine Dinner

YOUNG ADULTS
CBI Young Adults is geared toward singles
and couples in their 20s and 30s. It’s a
great way to see old friends or connect to
new ones in a fun, welcoming setting. We
hold a variety of social, educational, and
holiday events so that there’s something
for everyone. You do not need to be a
member of CBI to be a part of this group,
so invite your friends!
Join our Facebook Group, CBI Young Adults, to be notified of the latest plans. Contact
Rebecca Silverblatt at silverblatt@gmail.com for more information.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Supper in the Sukkah – Wednesday, September 26 at 6:00 pm, CBI
Hiking – Saturday, October 20 at 3:00 pm, Location TBD
Wine Tasting – Saturday, November 10 at 4:00 pm, The Austin Winery
Hanukkah Party – Saturday, December 8 at 5:00 pm, Location TBD
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YOUTH GROUPS

It is important that our kids, pre-teens and teens have a community that they can
call their own. CBI is proud to offer three Jewish youth group experiences for our
students in 4th through 12th grades.

Throughout the school year, CBI youth group events and retreats focus on social
interaction with Jewish peers, social action, Jewish education and Israel, worship and
personal growth and leadership
ATeed (4th-5th) and ATT Jr. (6th-8th) have one event per month during the school year.
ATT (9th-12th) may have more than one, depending on the month. The events take
place at CBI or around Austin.
Contact Carly Cera: ccera@bethisrael.org for more information on all the groups.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
ATeed: Kick-off Fun & Games
September 23, 11:30-1 pm, Youth Lounge (lunch provided with RSVP)
ATT Jr: Event TBD
September 23, 1:30-3:30 pm, Smith Auditorium
ATT: Teen Break-Fast
September 19, after concluding services, Youth Lounge
NFTY-TOR SummerPalooza at Greene Family Camp
August 31-September 3
NFTY-TOR Southern Subregional
October 19-20
NFTY-TOR Winter Conclave
January 25-27
NFTY National Convention in Dallas
February 15-18
Haman’s Hot Dog Hangout
March 20
NFTY-TOR Spring Camp at Green Family Camp
April 12-14
Sweet Seder
During Passover. Check bethisrael.org in the spring for details
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CBI SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood is a group of strong and vibrant women in our congregation who
have made it our mission to strengthen our CBI congregation community.
Toward this end, we extend our open hands and hearts to you — join us and
help make a difference in our congregation and our greater community of
Austin this year...and have fun doing it!
As an active member of the Women of Reform Judaism, an international
organization representing over 65,000 women’s
groups in North America and around the world, Sisterhood is focused on
enriching member’s lives, supporting our congregation, and bettering our
community. We promote:
• Personal growth
• Jewish community involvement
• Study of our faith
• Living Jewish values
• Fun, food, and good times
Through supporting CBI educational, social, and religious programs, and by
social action and community involvement. We are proud of our over 100
year history, powered by women from all generations.
SPECIAL EVENTS TO WATCH FOR:
Bring your youngest family members to the Children’s Rosh Hashanah
Reception on Sept. 10.
Bring the High Holy Days to a close at our Yom Kippur Break Fast, Sept. 19.
Join us for our Sisterhood Mixer Meet & Greet on Sept. 23, Chai Tea on Feb.
17, and Sisterhood Shabbat on May 10.
Other events include WRJ Conference in New Orleans Nov 1-4, and WRJ
Social Justice Conference in Washington D.C. May 18-19.
For more information, visit us at cbiaustinsisterhood.org, or contact
Sisterhood President Margaret Gewirtzman at
margaretg@cbiaustinsisterhood.org.

1ST FRIDAY FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICE & DINNER
Services at 6pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
SEP 7 | OCT 5 | NOV 2 | DEC 7 | JAN 4 | FEB 1 | MAR 1 | APR 5 | MAY 3
Join other families on the first Friday of the month for a fun Shabbat service followed
by dinner. All are welcome! (suggested donation of $10/adult $5/child).
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CELEBRATE SHABBAT & HAVDALLAH WITH YOUR TOT!
All events in this section are designed for families with children age 0-5
and open to the public. Older siblings always welcome to participate.

TOT SHABBAT Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 am

SEP 8,22 | OCT 13,27 | NOV 10 | DEC 8,22 | JAN 12,26
FEB 9,23 | MAR 9,23 | APR 13,27 | MAY 11,25 | AUG 24
This service begins in our Sanctuary and is filled with songs, stories,
and sometimes even dancing on the bimah. Afterwards, we have snack,
craft projects, and play time to in our preschool living room or on our
playground.

PJ HAVDALLAH Saturdays, 5-6:30 pm
OCT 20 | DEC 15 | FEB 16 | MAY 18

Wear your pajamas and join us in Smith Auditorium for a potluck dinner,
story, music, and short activity. We’ll end with a quick Havdallah service to say goodbye to
Shabbat and welcome the new week.

CARING COMMUNITY
CBI’s Caring Community program is the link to our members from birth until death,
in times of sickness and health, and in times of sadness and joy. Our volunteers work
to bring our members closer together and create community where none exists, as
well as to bring Judaism to those unable to come to us.
We realize there is no one-size-fits-all approach to helping people and try to respond
to each person’s needs individually, reaching out to different members of our sacred
community to achieve this.
If you need assistance: Please contact Sam Rosenberg, Executive Assistant to the
Clergy at srosenberg@bethisrael.org or call 512-454-6806. Keep in mind that
privacy laws prevent hospitals from notifying us when members are admitted.
To volunteer: One of the best ways to develop lasting relationships within our sacred
community is to reach out to those in need. We are currently seeking volunteers for
all types of helping tasks and will provide all training you need to help fulfill these
important mitzvot. Please contact Sam Rosenberg at srosenberg@bethisrael.org.
Some of the things we do:
• Write caring cards to those needing comfort, struggling with an illness, or to
celebrate a happy occasion.
• Phone visits to members who have just returned from the hospital, brought
home a new baby, or happen to be home-bound
• Provide meals to the home-bound or recently suffered a death in the family or
have their hands full with a new baby. We need volunteers to make meals and
take meals.
• Make and deliver Baby Baskets to families with newborns. We also knit, crochet,
and quilt to make kippot, booties, hats, and blankets.
• Hospital visits can include visiting members in nursing homes, rehab centers or
even at home along with visiting at the hospital.
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CBI BROTHERHOOD
We only ask for $54* and 1 day a year!
* First year membership is FREE. Accommodations are made for financial hardship.

Think you don’t have time for Brotherhood?
Well, you don’t have to show up for every event!
Help us build the sukkah – just 1 morning/year!
Help with the annual latke/brisket dinner – just 1 day/year!
Help make breakfast tacos for Internet Café – just 1 day/year!
Help usher at High Holy Days services – just 1 day/year!
(And our monthly meetings are only one hour.)

CBI Brotherhood supports religious school and youth activities.
All proceeds go to scholarships that send our CBI kids to Greene Family Camp and to Israel.

Brotherhood provides opportunities for community service and personal fulfillment.
Brotherhood enhances fellowship, friendliness and religious consciousness.
Brotherhood reinforces social awareness and action on issues germane to Jewish families.

Membership is open to men and women!

Please join and participate!
Just complete the Brotherhood sign-up section in your High Holy Day forms…
Or – Go to tour web page at bethisrael.org/community/brotherhood/, and fill
out the form.
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Adult EDUCATION

KABBALAH: AN INTRODUCTION
Sundays, 9-10 am

$75 non-member fee

Starting January 2019
Rabbi Folberg will teach this class beginning in January 2019. Students will study some
of the beautiful and thought-provoking texts included in The Essential Kabbalah by Rabbi
Daniel Matt.
Register at bethisrael.org/adulted

LIVING A JEWISH LIFE
Tuesdays, 7-9 pm

$75 non-member fee per semester

Weekly Oct 16 – Apr 23
This introductory course is intended to convey information about the major facets of
Judaism: holidays, lifecycle occasions, Israel, etc. Students in this class typically come
from a variety of backgrounds such as born-Jews, Interfaith couples, non-Jewish students,
and adults simply curious about Judaism. For those taking this class for the purpose of
conversion, you will be expected to write several journal entries, a book report, meet with
a mentor (at least 4 times throughout the year), and complete two end of semester exams.
Textbook purchase required. Register at bethisrael.org/adulted. For more information
please contact Sam Rosenberg at srosenberg@bethisrael.org or 512-454-6806.

TORAH STUDY
Saturdays, 9:15-10:15 am
Rabbi Folberg and/or Rabbi Levy usually lead our Torah Study Discussions, however, we
also welcome guest leaders. Most often, our discussions focus on lessons from the weekly
Torah portion. We also study the Haftarah portion or current events as they are linked to
the Torah portion. There is no homework and no Hebrew experience is required to attend.
Texts will be provided by the leader each week. Free and open to all. We look forward to
learning with you!
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Adult EDUCATION
ADULT B’NEI MITZVAH
Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am

$360 fee

Starts October 14

We are pleased to offer an Adult B’nei Mitzvah program beginning Fall 2018!
Taught by Rabbi Kelly Levy, the curriculum will take students through a deep and

reflective Jewish journey in which we will explore Jewish texts, liturgy, and history and
discover the meaning and importance of Judaism in our own lives. The two-year Adult
B’nei Mitzvah program will culminate in a Shabbat service led by participants in May
2020 (exact date or dates to be determined, based on number of participants). The Adult
B’nei Mitzvah Program is open to members of Congregation Beth Israel who were born
Jewish or have finalized their conversion to Judaism. Those who became bar mitzvah or
bat mitzvah at age 13 are welcome to participate as well. Classes will be held on a regular
basis, but not every Sunday over a 2-year period. The class schedule will be available
soon. Additionally, the class will be invited to supplement their learning through Torah
study with the entire congregation, Shabbat services, and other programming.
There is a $360 registration fee for the two-year Adult B’nei Mitzvah Program, which
includes a Mishkan T’fila siddur (prayerbook), and a booklet which contains the parasha
(Torah portion) for the Shabbat of the celebration. There will be additional expenses
for textbooks and for celebrations. The class begins September 2018 (exact date to be
determined), and registration in advance of the first class is required. We aim to be inclusive
of anyone regardless of financial means. If the fee presents a financial hardship, please be
in touch with Pam Hanna, Membership Director, to discuss payment options. Please contact
Sam Rosenberg, Executive Assistant to the Clergy, with any additional questions.

MONTHLY JEWISH MINDFULNESS PRACTICE GROUP
2nd Thursday of the month 12–1:15 pm
Intended for those who already have a meditation or other, regular mindfulness practice,
this monthly check-in group will offer community, support and shared Jewish mindfulness
teaching to help support those practices. Members of previous Jewish Mindfulness
Classes, regular attendees at the Weekday Meditation Service and participants in our
Thursday Night Meditation Group are all welcome and eligible to attend. Other interested
individuals should contact Rabbi Folberg directly at sfolberg@bethisrael.org.
Register at bethisrael.org/adulted.

ADULT HEBREW
Many adults never had the chance to learn Hebrew or learned it a long time ago and
need a refresher. Because most people find that knowing even a little Hebrew enriches
their prayer experience, CBI tries to offer Adult Hebrew classes every year. This year, to
better judge what level of Hebrew classes may be needed, we would like those interested
in Adult Hebrew to take a short on-line survey which you can find on our website at
bethisrael.org/adult-hebrew. Or call Sam Rosenberg at 512-454-6806.
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Adult EDUCATION
CBI LEADERSHIP CLASS
Sundays during Religious School hours
Attention all current and future CBI leaders:
The highly-acclaimed CBI Leadership Class is now accepting nominations for the 2018–
2019 class. For all members who are looking for a way to get more involved, connect
with others who want to give back to our community, or just want to know how things
work around here—this class is for you! The class meets 10 times over a 6-month period,
Sundays from 9–11am (while the kids are in Religious School). The participants discuss
leadership concepts, learn about the business side of our congregation, and work on a
class project that helps our community. Come join them. For more information, please
contact one of the following.
Melissa Pepper (melissa.pepper@gmail.com or 512.560.2090)
David Weiser (dweiser@katorparks.com or 512.478.9637)
Keri Pearlson (kpearlson@kppartners.com or 512.694.7768)
Classes start after High Holy Days.

LUNCH ‘N LEARN
Pack a lunch and learn from Rabbis Steve Folberg and Kelly Levy as they present
interesting and engaging topics over the lunch hour on a few select dates during the year.
Please check the CBI website at bethisrael.org for details after October 1.

FLORENCE MELTON SCHOOL OF ADULT JEWISH LEARNING
CORE CURRICULUM. Classes begin the week of October 6, 2018.
Designed by the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the highly interactive Core Curriculum
offers an opening for adults to fill in the gaps of knowledge, ask questions, discuss issues
of importance, to learn from great teachers and each other, and to enter a community of
like-minded curious Jews who strive to be life-long learners. Give yourself the gift of time
to learn--whether for date night with a partner or nurturing your own soul, you will love
what you discover.
JEWISH ETHICS & CROSSROADS OF JEWISH HISTORY: Monday Evenings, Dell Jewish
Community Campus, 7:00 to 9:30 with Dana Baruch and Rabbi Neil Blumofe
JEWISH ETHICS & CROSSROADS OF JEWISH HISTORY: Tuesday mornings 9:30 to noon on
the Dell Jewish Community Campus, with Dana Baruch and Rabbi Alan Freeedman
NEW LOCATION!! JEWISH RHYTHMS & JEWISH PURPOSES: Thursday mornings, 9:30 to
noon at Shir Ami, Cedar Park, with Rabbi Rebecca Reice and Cathy Schechter.
Register at shalomaustin.org/melton. Scholarships are available

19

Youth EDUCATION
Welcome to Congregation Beth Israel’s Religious School.
Our religious school strives to provide a fun and engaging way for kids from
preschool through 12th grade to participate in Jewish life and learning.
Reminder: Religious School starts on September 23. If you have not registered
your children yet, please do so now at bethisrael.org/youthed or call the
Education Office at 512-454-1589. Classes are filling up fast.
OUR CULTURE: CHARACTER & COMMUNITY COME FIRST
CBI’s Jewish education program for youth of all ages, Pre-K through 12th grade, strives
to be an inclusive, welcoming, and comfortable place. Through engaging and responsive
educational practices, we seek to instill in children a strong sense of belonging to the
Jewish community, as well as an enduring love of and relationship with Jewish culture,
prayer, values, traditions, and texts.
MENSCHES: Make a Difference in Our Community, have Empathy for Others, use Nice
Words and Actions, Share and Collaborate, have the Courage to do the Right Thing, and
Help Others in Need.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOU!
In a role made possible by CBI’s Zach Avner Fund, our Special Needs Coordinator works
with our families and teachers to support all of our learners on their Jewish journey. We
look forward to building on our strong tradition of meeting the needs of all who wish to
learn and live Jewishly.

A FUN AND ENGAGING PLACE FOR TEENS.
Our 6th-10th grade teachers provide an engaging and inspiring opportunity for students
to build meaningful relationships with their Jewish peers. 6th-8th grades are taught by
well-loved teachers that have a special knack for working with this age group, and 9th -10th
grades are taught by our rabbis. Our teachers and rabbis become important role-models
and mentors for our teens as they begin to look to other adults outside their immediate
families for support and guidance.
11th and 12th graders have the opportunity to join our Post-Confirmation class and
participate in discussions with Rabbi Folberg about current events in the Jewish world, or
secular events with a “Jewish point of view.”

PRE-K & KINDER OPEN HOUSE @ CBI
Sunday April 7, 9:30-11am
CDC Living Room

Take a look inside our classes, learn about our curriculum, and experience
Tefila (prayer service!)
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Youth EDUCATION
HEBREW INSTRUCTION:
ACTIVE, INDIVIDUALIZED ENGAGEMENT WITH LANGUAGE!
Hebrew instruction at CBI is fun and engaging! Using Hebrew through Movement, our
students begin to learn Hebrew in Kindergarten on Sundays. Students develop a sense of
the spoken language first, prior to learning to read. Starting in 3rd grade, students come on
Wednesdays to our afternoon Midrasha program as well, to reinforce and build upon their
Hebrew knowledge. In upper elementary, students decode names and sounds of Hebrew
letters and vowel signs with a 1-on-1 mentor using Let’s Learn Hebrew Side-by-Side. In 6th
grade, on Wednesdays, students choose electives in which Hebrew skills are practiced. By
the time students reach their Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation process, Hebrew has become a
living language and not just a set of abstract symbols.
WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Please contact Carly Cera, Director of Youth Education and Engagement, at
ccera@bethisrael.org, or 512-454-6806 x 218 to set up a time to talk on the phone or in
person. You can also visit our website, bethisrael.org/youthed. We look forward to getting
to know you and your kids!

INTERNET CAFÉ
Sundays 8:30 – 1:30

Meet other Religious School parents on Sunday mornings for some coffee,
pastries, and conversation. Make use of our free, secure WiFi to get a head
start on the week’s work (or catch up from last week.) Each Sunday, the
Internet Café is sponsored by Sisterhood, Brotherhood, or the Youth Groups
with proceeds used to help our kids go to camp or to Israel.

RABBI LEVY’S INSTALLATION
November 30–December 1

Rabbi Kelly Levy will be installed as CBI’s new Associate
Rabbi at Shabbat evening services. Rabbi Mary Zamore,
Executive Director of the Women’s Rabbinic Network
will speak at Shabbat services Friday evening and lead
Torah Study Saturday morning. Saturday evening join with
friends and family at a Celebration in Rabbi Levy’s honor.
More information about this great weekend will be on our
website at bethisrael.org soon. If you want to volunteer
to help plan the weekend event, please contact Jennifer
Smith at 512-454-6806 or jsmith@bethisrael.org.

Rabbi Kelly Levy

Rabbi Mary Zamore
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PRE-PLANNING

WITH PEACE OF MIND
Congregation Beth Israel Cemetery #3
at Capital Parks Cemetery
14501 N. IH35
Pflugerville, TX 78660
• Peaceful, calming atmosphere
• Gazebo for tranquil meditation
• Well maintained landscape
• Perpetual care
• Open daily 8:00 - 5:00
• Plots available for members (including non-Jewish
immediate family) and non-members
• Lowest plot cost in the Austin area

More information
Phil Baum at 512-917-7987

SAVE THE DATE

Forever Young: The CDC Turns 30
CBI’s Annual Gala Celebration
Saturday, March 2 at 7pm
Did you attend the CDC?
Did your children attend the CDC?
Do you have photos?
If you answered Yes to any of these questions, please send us the contact information for
your CDC alumni and any CDC-related pictures you might have to hwilensky@bethisrael.org.
Hardcopy photos can be left at the CBI front desk. Please label all photos.

Join us as we celebrate and honor the women who founded the CDC in
1989: Cheryl Cook, Jody Cohen, Carol Dochen, Barbara Gibson, Sherri
Greenberg, Amy Greenspan and Cathy Schechter. With the support of the
Sisterhood and its president Barbara Tocker, Congregation Beth Israel was
able to create a nurturing place for children.
Co-chairs Laura Corman and Jennifer Failla
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A Weekend of Jewish
Learning and Action
in Celebration of MLK
Weekend

SAVE THE DATE

JAN 18-20
2018

“Justice, Justice Shall You Pursue”
—Deuteronomy 16:20
In his Letter From Birmingham City Jail, Dr. Martin Luther King wrote:
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in
an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.
Whatever aﬀects one directly, aﬀects all indirectly. Never again can we aﬀord
to live with the narrow, provincial ‘outside agitator’ idea. Anyone who lives
inside the United States can never be considered an outsider anywhere
within its borders.”
As we consider Dr. King’s legacy and aim to understand how to respond
Jewishly to the issues of racial inequality, our social justice weekend will
be an opportunity to reﬂect on Torah values, learn about current issues and
events from various perspectives, and respond by putting our values into
action.
This weekend provides many volunteer opportunities of all sizes.
Please email melissa.pepper@gmail.com to join the eﬀort.
Watch for more details at cbimlkweekend.org.
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MORTGAGE PROS INC.
Passion for Possible
Mindy Sue Bakker,
President, Loan Officer
8601 Ranch Road 2222 Suite 120
Austin, Texas 78730
Phone: 512-346-7767
Fax: 512-697-8422
Email: mindy@gomortgagepros.com

Laura Corman, PhD
Individualized Instruction for Learners with
Literacy and Math Difficulties
Curriculum Subject Matter Expert

cormanlw@gmail.com
512-632-5598
Advanced Orton-Gillingham Dyslexia Certification
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www.hcaustin.com
Trusted Chiropractors serving Austin, Texas
Contact us at 512-419-1000 or visit us
at 8015 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 110, Austin, TX 78757

F EAR UNC ERT AINT Y DO UBT
Let’s face it. You have questions.
The financial industry is full of confusing jargon
and complex options.

Get the FUD outta here…

You are ready to cut out excessive
spending and kick debt to the curb.
You want to know you are on track to
send your kids to college.
You want to know you are making good
savings decisions around retirement.
We specialize in getting you unbiased answers.
You don’t need to move money, sign longterm contracts or guess our fee structure.

2525 Wallingwood Drive, Building 14, Austin, 78746

We are fiduciaries who pride ourselves on

Main: 866-526-7098

bringing clarity to your financial questions.

WWW.STRADAMANAGEMENT.COM

26

LOEWY LAW FIRM
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Dochen Realtors wishes the
Beth Israel community & staff a
Happy & Healthy New Year
and a warm welcome to
Rabbi Kelly Levy & family
Our Family of Realtors is
Growing as
Joey Taute
Joins the Team!!!

Call us with any of your
Real Estate Needs
512-345-2227
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PRAYER FOR OUR CONGREGATION,
COUNTRY AND ISRAEL
Eternal God, As we enter this Jewish New Year, please watch
over us, guide over us, protect us and save us with each and
every day and night.
We give thanks to you for our parents and for some, their
memories; for our children, our loved ones, our teachers and
for all of those who help to guide us in the right direction.
We pray for peace in our country, the safety of its citizens
along with strong and thoughtful leadership. We thank you
for the freedom in our country and for an end to bigotry,
hatred and senseless acts of violence amongst its people.
We further pray for the state of Israel, that her leaders and
advisors will flourish and be led by the light of your truth.
As Jews all over the world gather to pray together, as did
generations before us, please hear our prayers and let us
renew ourselves for the year ahead.
May the spirit of peace, dignity, and respect live within these
walls, inspiring us to care for one another with compassion;
and may we be a source of goodness, light and healing for
the world.
And together we say: AMEN.
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SAVE THE DATE
September 23 | Sukkot
September 30 | Simchat Torah
October 5-7 | Women’s Retreat @ GFC
October 20 | PJ Havdallah
November 2 | New Member Shabbat
November 3 | Consecration
November 16-18 | CBI Family Retreat @ GFC
November 30 | Rabbi Levy’s Installation
December 5 | Annual Brotherhood Latke Dinner
December 15 | PJ Havdallah
January 6 | Fajitas with Friends
January 18-20 | Social Justice Weekend
February 1 | Chai Members Shabbat
February 16 | PJ Havdallah
Feb 17 | Sisterhood Chai Tea
March 2 | Annual Gala Celebration
March 20 | Purim
April 7 | Pre-K and Kinder Open House
April 20 | Second Night Community Seder
May 18 | PJ Havdallah
April 5 | Erev Shabbat Service honoring our Volunteers
May 10 | Sisterhood Shabbat
May 25 | Confirmation
June 2 | CBI Annual Meeting
June 9 | Shavuot

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL

3901 Shoal Creek Blvd, Austin, Texas 78756

bethisrael.org

