
 

 

As my term comes to a close I can’t help but reflect on how it began. We had an 
ambitious listening campaign, some lofty ideas about fundraising, a strong desire to 
provide clarity in temple finances, and formally outline our responsibility to our staff. 
While there have been several twists and turns along the way, with a few departures 
and arrivals I stand here today confident, invigorated and unabashedly excited for the 
future of this congregation. 
 
To kick things off we launched a three pronged listening campaign based on the tenets 
of respect, realization and renewal. You spoke and we listened. There was a huge 
response to our online form and countless personal conversation about what we need, 
want and how we can all shape the future of CBI. You told us stories of lifecycle events 
and memories of meaningful and deeply profound moments shared within these walls. 
And  with  all the diversity of background, and reasons for making CBI such a special 
part of your life you know what? We are all closely aligned in our goals and aspirations 
for this community. Resoundingly, this is what we have heard: 
 
Take care of our sacred spaces, take care of our people, and continue to foster our 
spirituality. 
 
As we move in to the final phase of this listening campaign and pivot to some real and 
tangible action I am proud to see what we have accomplished this past year. Today you 
will hear some great achievements from members of our staff, you will be reminded of 
what an amazing job this dedicated group of people provide to our community on a daily 
basis. You will see how our volunteers have come together to provide a personnel and 
security committees dedicated to the safety and well being of this organization as a 
whole. You will walk out with a better comprehension of our finances and how 
something as fluid as this budget can help us to better understand how our values align 
with our actions. This is an exciting time to be a member of CBI. We are witnessing real 
affected change, real commitment and and a forward vision that ensures we remain the 
cornerstone of a vibrant and growing jewish community. 
 
I want to take the time to thank you, all of you (staff, board, congregants) that I have had 
inspirational moments with over the past two years. From making hot dogs with the 
brotherhood to quiet conversations in the corner of the sanctuary after services, it’s you, 
every person in this room that makes this place so special for me and affirms the 
commitment of your board and leadership. We have a lot of work to do and you will see 
it is going to take each one of us doing our part, joining in the conversation and 
recognizing through action the value that CBI brings to our lives. I look forward to 
continuing this conversation in a new role as past president and once again am 
humbled and forever grateful for this experience. 


