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There are many destructive and devastating things going on in the world these days and they
can be hard to look at, take in, process, feel.  The war in Ukraine, of course, is one of those
things that comes to mind.  Another is the recent report of the IPCC, the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, that was released less early last week.  A summary from the Sierra
Club (and I will put the link in the chat after I finish sharing if you would like to read the full
article) states the following:

● Climate change isn’t a future threat, it’s here and it’s leaving devastation in its wake.
● The impacts of climate change are not being felt evenly.
● The countries who have contributed the least to creating the problem are the ones

feeling the harshest effects of the climate crisis.
● If we surpass 1.5 degrees, there will be long-lasting impacts that cannot be undone in

the future if and when we reduce global temperatures back below a 1.5 degree
threshold.

● Adaptation to the climate crisis must be prioritized as much as mitigation.
● What’s more, adaptation is not possible in some communities. In many places around

the world people no longer have the ability to adapt to the effects of climate change:
Some must make the difficult decision to leave their homes.

What might a Jewish response to this calamitous report look like?
Purim, right around the corner, provides a framework for responding to a calamitous report.  In
the Purim story, of course, the report is the calamitous news of Haman’s plan to destroy the
Jews, which Mordechai learns about in the beginning of chapter 4.

י ריַָד֙עּוׇמְרֳּדַכ֗ הֶאת־ׇּכל־ֲאֶׁש֣ נֲַעָׂש֔
יו ע ׇמְרֳּדַכ֙י ֶאת־ְּבָגָד֔ וַּיְִקַר֤

ֶפר ק וֵָא֑ ׁש ַׂש֖ וַּיְִלַּב֥
יר וַּיֵֵצ֙א ְּב֣תֹו� ָהִע֔

ה׃ ה ּוָמָרֽ ה ְגדֹוָל֖ ק ְזָעָק֥ וַּיְִזַע֛

When Mordechai learns of Haman’s plan, he tears his clothing, he puts on sack and ashes, and
he goes out into the middle of the city and cries out a loud and bitter cry.  There is a very visible
and public expression of mourning and public outrage by Mordecai and then in the next pasuk
by all the Jews in the various provinces when they hear the news.  Spreading the word paves
the way for others to respond as well.  Not only does Mordechai not go silent, he creates the
opportunity for collective awareness and protest.



The other response we see is Esther’s response.  When Esther first learns about Mordechai’s
very public display of Jewish mourning, she sends Mordechai regular clothing to change back
into.  He rejects this offer of clothing and requests that Esther appeal to the king to save the
lives of the Jews.

Esther initially rejects this plan and is reluctant to take action to save the Jews.  Perhaps she
has a harder time remembering her Jewish roots and where she comes from?  Perhaps she
does not want to give up the seeming security of her position inside the palace?  Perhaps, as a
woman, she has been trained not to speak up?  Perhaps she cannot see her own significance
and the impact that she can make?

Mordechai reminds her that she should not assume that she will not perish as well and he also
suggests to her that perhaps for this reason - to plea with the king - has she taken on this royal
position.

י ַעּוִמ֣ תיֹוֵד֔ אתִאם־ְלֵע֣ ֹ֔ ַעְּתָּכז ַלַּמְלֽכּות׃ִהַּג֖

In the end, of course, Mordecai does sway Esther to take action, risking her own life by daring to
approach the king against the protocols of the palace.  Chapter 4 ends with her asking
Mordechai to assemble all the Jews in Shusan and ask them to fast on her behalf while she
does the some.

ְדִּתי ָאָבְֽדִּתי ר ָאַב֖ ת וְַכֲאֶׁש֥ ר ֽ�א־ַכָּד֔ ֶל֙� ֲאֶׁש֣ ן ָא֤בֹוא ֶאל־ַהֶּמ֙ ּוְבֵכ֞
“...Then I shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law; and if I am to perish, I shall
perish!”

I love this moment.  I love Esther in this moment.  Her courage.  Her willingness to stand with
her people.  To go against the status quo.  To go against what she has been taught and trained
about complying with the laws of the society, sense-less as they are.  And I love that she finds
her own voice, her own way of replying to this moment of existential threat.  Mordechai has his
way, based on who he is and what role he plays in society.  Esther has her way.  She has
different opportunities because of her position inside the palace.

We, too, are facing an existential threat of a different sort, facing calamitous news on all fronts,
including the recent IPCC report.  We are here together in this group to help each other look
within and find our unique voice, based on who we each are and what our skillsets are and what
our lives look like.  What is each of our personal callings in the Jewish climate movement?  How
can we use who we are and where we are situated to make that difference?  What role can we
play in our families, with our friends, at work, and in the community at large - to find ways to act
and to make a difference and to bring about not just individual but collective action?  How can
we heed Mordechai’s directive to Esther:

ַעְּת ַלַּמְלֽכּות׃ את ִהַּג֖ ֹ֔ ת ָּכז ַע ִאם־ְלֵע֣ י יֹוֵד֔ ּוִמ֣
Who knows?  Perhaps you have arrived in the position of royalty that you are in to face this
existential moment?  To use who you are and what you know and where you sit to change the
destructive course that we are on.



I hope that together we can respond to this moment by following Mordechai’s example of
bringing about strong and powerful collective action grounded in Jewish tradition and by
following in Esther’s footsteps reaching deep within to find our courage and our bravery to act.


