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In last week’s parsha and this week’s parshah, we read of the 10 plagues. Many have
suggested that the plagues in sefer Shmot represent the undoing of the creation from sefer
Breishit.  Rabbi Silber, for example, in his haggadah, writes:

“The Torah is fairly obvious about presenting the 10 plagues as a counterpoint to Creation.  The
organization of the plagues into 3/3/3 divisions plays off the tripartite description of Creation in
Genesis 1.  Days one and four [of creation] focus on the sky; days 2 and 5 on the water; days 3
and 6, on the land.  Similarly, plagues 1 and 2 are about the waters; 4 and 5 are about the land;
and 7 and 8 are about the sky.  These lead up to the 9th plague, darkness, evocative of the
world prior to the days of creation:

י ְת֑הֹום ֶׁש� ַעל־ְּפֵנ֣ ֹ֖ הּו וְח ֹ֔ הּ֙ו וָב ֹ֙ ה ת ֶרץ ָהיְָת֥ וְָהָא֗
“the earth was unformed and void, with darkness over the surface of the deep””

“To further the Genesis association”, Rabbi Silber continues, “the Torah emphasizes that the
Egyptians were trapped by the darkness and unable to move for 3 days, whereas the Israelites
had light in their homes and moved freely - a contrast that also recalls the first act of Creation, in
which God separated light from darkness.  Of course, the plagues culminate with the Egyptians
drowning in the sea, conjuring up images of the Flood, God’s first undoing of Creation.”

Rabbi Silber suggests that the plagues are God’s second undoing of creation.

With the enactment of these plagues in Egypt, this return, if you will, to the primordial הּ֙ו ֹ֙ הּות ֹ֔ וָב
ֶׁש� ֹ֖ וְח allows for a breishit, a new beginning, a new dawn and a new day for Bnei Yisrael. The
night of their exodus, is a night of watch - יל יםֵל֣ ההּו֙אִׁשֻּמִר֥ ָ֔ יהֹו ַלֽ . God actively watches over BY in
the midst of the destruction happening around them.  But it is also a night of action for BY – they
join together, household to household, to offer the korban pesach, the only sacrifice of all the
sacrifices that requires households to join together to ensure that the whole sacrifice can be
eaten.  That last night in Egypt becomes an opportunity to build community amidst the chaos,
no one left behind, everyone taking part or contributing in some way.

Sometimes living through an undoing of our sense of order, paves the way for a new order, a
better order, a more just order, to be built.

On Monday, we marked Rosh Chodesh Sh’vat.  In masechet Rosh Hashana, 14a, the Gemara
asks why we mark the new year for the trees in Shvat, and specifically, the Gemara is asking
about the position of Beit Shammai that states we mark it on the 1st of Sh’vat.

ְּבֶאָחד ִּבְׁשָבט רֹאׁש ַהָּׁשנָה ָלִאיָלן. ַמאי ַטְעָמא?



On the first of Shevat is the new year for trees. What is the reason that the new year for trees
was set on this date?

ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר ָאַמר ַרִּבי אֹוַׁשְעיָא: הֹוִאיל וְיְָצאּו רֹוב ִּגְׁשֵמי ָׁשנָה, וֲַעַדיִין רֹוב ְּתקּוָפה ִמַּבחּוץ.

Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Oshaya said: The reason is since by that time most of the year’s
rains have already fallen, and most of the season, i.e., winter, is yet to come.

Rashi explains:  The majority of rainy days, the autumn rainfall, has passed and the sap has
risen into the trees and the fruits begin ripening from this point on.

Although we still have winter and darkness all around us, the rains from the autumn have done
their job:  the ground has become saturated with the rains of the rainy season causing the sap
to start rising in the trees.  The signs of new beginnings are here, we just have to look for them.

We are living in a prolonged period of uncertainty and darkness.  We are experiencing our own
plagues:  Those that come from climate change that is already here and impacting us now.
Those that come from the pandemic.  Those that come from the challenge in this country to our
democracy.  Those that come from oppressive forces such as racism, xenophobia,
anit-Semitism, the growing inequities between the haves and the have nots, an extractive
economy based on profit over people.  And, of course, all of these are bound up, one with the
other.

As we face this uncertainty and this darkness, I hope we can continue to grow our work together
in this circle.  I hope we can use our current collective experience of the undoing of our sense of
order to pave the way for a new order, a better order, a more just order.  May we continue to
look for those new buds forming, witness the days getting longer and filling with more light, feel
our community growing in strength and in caring, and move out of the chaos and destruction
towards a redemptive and sustainable future where no one is left behind.




