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Hello everyone and happy Friday!
As you hopefully know by now, this weekend the Darkhei Climate Action Committee is

celebrating Earth day by taking part in various aspects of Shul. This is one of them.
In school this week my class discussed moral growth, and in that, Kohlberg’s Stages of

Moral Development. The scale includes 6 stages, from immature to mature; from, “1: We obey
authority figures in order to avoid punishment,” to, “6: We strive to live according to our own
consciences and universal principles of justice and human dignity.”

I think that this can easily be taken into the context of environmentalism. I know that I,
personally, struggle when my dad assigns me the role of taking out the compost, or washing
plastic dishes so that they can be recycled. I am very aware of the climate crisis, but still find
myself doing these things not for the good of the world, but because my dad told me so. Does
this make me morally immature? Acting to avoid punishment, or gain approval? Should I,
instead, be living by the “universal principles of justice and human dignity?”

But Kohlberg wasn’t the only one to measure morality. Carol Gilligan came soon after
with a theory called Ethics of Care, an abstract scale that emphasized empathy and compassion
over morality. Joan Tronto elaborated on Gilligan’s work with 4 topics, and later added a fifth.
These are the steps that Tronto divided Gilligan’s work into:

1) Attentiveness, or seeing need.
2) Responsibility, or “making it your business.”
3) Competence, or ability to help.
4) Responsiveness, or, responding in the way that best benefits the victim, not doing what

you, personally, think is best.
And finally (this is a long one), 5, which includes plurality, communication, trust and respect, and
solidarity (you can tell that she had a lot to add and tried to cram it into one). Gilligan and
Tronto’s scale seems a lot more subjective and directed at the action, rather than the reasoning.

Maybe it isn’t my intentions when I act that matter, or what is going through my head at
that very second, but what my actions themselves are. If I am able to see need, take
responsibility, and act on it, then I have fulfilled Tronto’s four phases of responsibilities. But then
there’s the last one.

We, as Jews, are a clear cut community. We are capable of recognizing that the
environment needs our help. We are capable of taking responsibility. We are capable of making
change in a meaningful way. And now is our chance to complete step 5- come together to make
collective change as a Jewish people. As it says in Pirkei Avot 1:14, ִלי”,ֲאנִיֵאיןִאםאֹוֵמר,ָהיָההּוא

ֵאיָמָתיַעְכָׁשיו,�אוְִאםֲאנִי.ָמהְלַעְצִמי,ּוְכֶׁשֲאנִיִלי.ִמי ,” or, “If I am not for me, who will be for me? And
when I am for myself alone, what am I? And if not now, then when?” I take this to mean, if we
are not for ourselves, we can make no progress. We need to begin by instilling a sense of
urgency and importance within our own minds. The next part demonstrates how insignificant
one lone person can be. If we are just ourselves, and ourselves alone, what are we really, and



are we truly making a difference. And finally- “If not now, when?” There is no time better than the
present.

With that, I wish you a happy and restful Shabbat, and hope that this provides some food
for thought. Thank you!


