
Climate Action Tip for Tu Bishvat

Did you know that forests soak up roughly one-third of the carbon dioxide emitted by burning
fossil fuels every year? Trees are also critical to biodiversity as both food and shelter. A single
tree hosts as many as 2.3 million organisms, including microbes, insects, birds and mammals.
Trees feed us with their fruits and nuts, and provide us with valuable products such as paper,
lumber, and medicinal ingredients.  Their roots stabilize ecosystems, helping to mitigate
flooding, soil erosion and the like.

Quite literally, we cannot live without trees.

On the flip side, deforestation causes about 10 percent of worldwide emissions. Forest
degradation, which is defined as the thinning of the forest without any change in use, accounts
for almost three-quarters of global forest loss, driven by “logging of forestry products from
plantations (26%); shifting, local agriculture (24%); and wildfires (23%).” In cities such as New
York, neighborhoods without trees are more likely to experience extreme heat-related deaths
and illness.

Tu B'Shevat is the time in the Jewish calendar when trees are used to mark the end of one
(agrarian) year and the beginning of another.  But every day, trees represent continuity and our
responsibility to future generations. In Midrash Tanchuma, Kedoshim 8:1, our sages interpreted
the commandment ּונְַטְעֶּתםָהָאֶרץֶאלָּתבֹאּוִּכי / when you come into the land and plant (Leviticus
19:23) as a requirement to plant for the next generation: “Just as you came in and found
plantings which others had planted, so you shall plant for your children, lest someone say,
‘Since I am old and tomorrow I shall die, why should I toil for others.” Trees, along with
vegetation, were the first of God's creations with the ability to reproduce by themselves, creating life
from life.

ְלִמינֵהּוַזְרעֹו־בֹוֲאֶׁשרעֶֹׂשה־ְּפִריוְֵעץְלִמינֵהּוֶזַרעַמְזִריַעֵעֶׂשבֶּדֶׁשאָהָאֶרץוַּתֹוֵצא

The earth brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing
fruit with the seed in it. (Gen 1:12)

To honor trees is to honor life is to honor Torah.

Here are two ways you can help protect existing forests and expand forests equitably:

Buy sustainable tissue and toilet paper. In the United States, we consume more than 15 billion
pounds of tissue each year—more than 50 pounds per person, most of which comes from
clearcutting the Canadian boreal, a massive storehouse of carbon. Check out NRDC’s 2020
Toilet Paper Sustainability Index for ratings of different products.

Support Equitable Tree Planting in NYC. Forest for All NYC is a campaign to ensure that all
neighborhoods enjoy the climate, health and wellness benefits that trees provide.

http://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-brief/forests-and-climate-change
https://thecarbonalmanac.org/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/insights/what-is-the-relationship-between-deforestation-and-climate-change/
https://ourworldindata.org/forests-and-deforestation
https://ourworldindata.org/forests-and-deforestation
https://www.weact.org/2021/07/report-reveals-inequities-in-the-exposure-to-the-urban-heat-island-in-new-york-city/
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma%2C_Kedoshim.8.1?lang=bi
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/shelley-vinyard/issue-tissue-20
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/shelley-vinyard/issue-tissue-20
https://forestforall.nyc/



