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Erev Shavuot
Saturday, June 8, 2019
Mincha/Maariv:  8:45 pm
Followed by a light Yom Tov 
meal and the Shavuot Program
Havdallah and Yom Tov 
Candlelighting (from a pre-
existing flame): 9:39 pm

First Day of Shavuot
Sunday, June 9, 2019
Shacharit: 8:45 am
Mincha/Maariv: 8:50 pm
Candlelighting (from a pre- 
existing flame): 9:40 pm

Second Day of Shavuot
Monday, June 10, 2019
Shacharit: 8:45 am
(Yizkor is observed)
Mincha/Maariv: 8:50 pm
Havdallah: 9:41 pm

SHAVUOT SERVICES SCHEDULE

Beth Emeth invites you to a 

Tikun LeiL ShavuoT
Saturday Night, June 8 

Following 8:45 pm Services
And a light Kiddush Dinner

Rabbi Howard Morrison – Variations of a Love Song (Yedid Nefesh)
Rabbi David Meyer – Freedom at the End of the Night –  

A Midrashic Explanation of Midrash Tehilim 113:1
Rouhama Danto – War and Peace in Judaism

Rabbi Leslie Lipson - Book of Ruth - The First Ancestry.com

Teen Tikun – with Rabbi David Grundland

GRADUATION RECOGNITION
Sunday, June 9th at 8:45 am

A reminder to graduates and parents that we will be holding 
our annual Graduation Recognition on Sunday, June 9th.

We look forward to sharing this special occasion with you and your family.  
Please RSVP to the office. 

Eileen Jadd and Karen Seidman, Graduation Recognition Committee
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Dear Congregational Family,

The Festival of Shavuot, like all Festivals, contains 
agricultural and theological themes. Shavuot is 
regarded as Chag HaBikurim, the Festival of the First 

Fruits, and Zman Matan Torateinu, the Season of the Giving 
of Our Torah.

 First fruits applied to the ripening of the Spring harvest 
in ancient times. In Biblical and Temple times, the first 
fruits were segregated and brought to the altar as a gift of 
gratitude to God. The one who brought the first fruits would 
recite a declaration of Jewish history. When the Temple no 
longer stood, much of that liturgical prayer was transferred 
to the Passover Haggadah and is recited there to this very 
day.

In a modern suburban setting, how do we comprehend the 
relevance of first fruits in our time? In many contemporary 
synagogues, our children are regarded as our first fruits. In 
years past at Beth Emeth, we have ushered our little ones 
down the sanctuary aisle at the end of Shavuot services 
holding their baskets of symbolic fruits. 

On the theological level, Shavuot commemorates God’s 
giving of the Torah to the Jewish people. An ancient 
interpretation suggests that before God did so, our ancestors 
had to offer a collateral in order to receive the gift of the 
Torah. Said our ancestors, “Our Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
Sages will be our guarantors,” which God refused. Finally, 
said our ancestors, “Our children will be our guarantors,” 
to which God replied, “Yes - the children will be great 
guarantors. If you promise to teach them My Torah, I will 
give the Torah to you.”

Ever since, the secret of our survival is the passing on of 
our heritage from one generation to the next. We must do 
more than pay lip service to the importance of our children 
and their families. I marvel at the growing number of youth 
and young families who now attend our regular family 
Shabbat service. This year, we launched a special service 
for teenagers which has evolved during the course of the 
year.  I love seeing young children adorn the Bimah at the 
end of services. While the adults attend a Kiddush on the 
main level, often our young children are holding court at 
their own Kiddush in the boardroom upstairs.

On the first day of Shavuot, we will celebrate and honour 
our first fruits and our guarantors. We will combine our 
annual graduation, which pays tribute to young people 

completing important stages of 
their Jewish education, with an 
appreciation for those who have 
participated in youth activities. I 
applaud all of our youth who are 
being recognized on Shavuot 
this year.

The success of any synagogue’s youth and young families 
program can be attributed in large part to the dedication 
of its director. For the past five years, Dale Gold, a third 
generation member of Beth Emeth, has overseen the 
development and progress of our youth and young families 
program. We say thank you and Yasher Koach for a job 
well done. We now wish her success as she moves on to 
new career challenges and opportunities in the world of 
education. On the first day of Shavuot, please join us as 
we honour Dale and wish her well in her future endeavours.

When the Israelites were preparing to leave Egypt on 
route to receiving Torah at Mount Sinai, Moses declared to 
Pharaoh, “With our young and with our old we go forth.” 
While our old exemplify wisdom and experience, it is the 
vitality and energy of our young who will perpetuate our 
heritage for future generations.

I thank Dale, our youth and young family leadership, and all 
of our participants for a meaningful year and with my best 
wishes for the years to follow.

Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbi@beby.org

RABBI HOWARD MORRISON
Children: Our First Fruits and Guarantors

Interfaith study of Purim on Sunday, March 17 at 
Temple Beth El Alpena, Michigan.

(The shul of Rabbi Morrison’s son Elie)



— 5 —

Shavuot: “Making Music Together That Guitars Never Caught”  (Robert Hunter & Jerry Garcia  “Believe It Or Not”)

Among the more common stereotypes of our people 
is our innate ability to disagree. As the saying 
goes, “Show me two Jews and I will show you three 

opinions.” Stereotypes generally emanate from some kernel 
of truth; otherwise it is not a stereotype. Generally, we are 
an argumentative people. Generally we disagree about 
the various ways to attack and solve a problem. We come 
by this “genetic disposition” quite naturally. Perhaps that 
stereotype dates back to the Talmudic Sages arguing points 
of law. Our sages studied Torah together, argued the finer 
points of Halacha and observance together, and throughout 
the Talmud we see that they consistently disagreed with 
each other. Perhaps that stereotype dates back to Tanach, 
with King David’s authority being challenged by his son or 
Moshe Rabeinu’s authority being challenged by Dathan and 
Aviram.  So it is a rather charming twist of irony that the one 
constant throughout our people’s existence, the one thing 
that has shaped our values and the ethos of our people, has 
also been the source of our arguments, our disagreements, 
and sometimes the source of our “disunity”. This source, the 
source of our people’s existence is Torah.

Chag HaShavuot, the second of the pilgrimage holidays 
that we celebrated 50 days from the second night of Pesach 
has a variety of names. Because it is the second of the three 
pilgrimage holidays and the harvest of the first fruits, our 
sages gave Shavuot the nickname of Chag HaBikurim. 
Fifty days from when Bnai Yisroel fled Egypt is the moment 
that we stood at the foot of the mountain while Moshe 
Rabeinu ascended it and the Aseret Dibrot were given. Fifty 
days from the Exodus reflects the moment of our national 
revelation at Har Sinai. As a result, Chazal (Our sages of 
Blessed Memory) gave Shavuot the name of Zman Matan 
Torah, the Time of the Giving of the Torah. These alternative 
names for the Shavuot reflect one side of a process. Chag 
HaBikurim reflects the harvest and not the harvester. Zman 
Matan Torah reflects the Giving of the Torah but not the 
receiving of the Torah.

However there is another name for Shavuot, a name that is 
not used as frequently. This name does not reflect a harvest; 
it does not reflect Torah or God. Rather it reflects the other 
vital component in these relationships: B’nai Yisroel. Yom 
HaKahal, the Day of Congregational Unity, reflects a 
stunning achievement for our people. The myriad of people 
who stood at the foot of Har Sinai, the tribes, the families and 
the individuals that stood at the foot of Har Sinai became a 
Kahal a congregation. Hekhel Li et Ha’Am – Assemble the 
people for Me (Deut. 4:10). Et HaDevarim Ha’Eilah Diber 
Adoshem El Kol K’Halchem – Hashem spoke these words to 

all of your assembly (Deut. 5:19). 
By gathering as an Assembly, 
a Kahal, by transcending their 
individuality, and their intrinsic 
differences, the gift of Torah 
gave the Kehilat HaKodesh, the 
Holy Assembly, unity or Achdut.

Despite our differences, our 
Achdut - our unity is based upon 
our common heritage and our 
common inheritance. This heritage and inheritance is Torah. 
Torah binds us together by common values, by a common 
ancestral experience, and by a common blueprint to build 
a holy community and live a holy life. We are a community 
that claims to take Torah seriously. We claim to consider 
Torah a gift that we received from our ancestors. We claim 
to consider Torah a rightful and moral inheritance that must 
be transmitted to the next generation. Intellectually we know 
that the transmission of this gift requires educated adults, 
quality educational programs, and a financially viable 
institution. As we prepare to receive the gift of Torah and 
as our young people step up from one grade to the next, 
may we all continue to make Torah and our community a 
priority. Let us demonstrate to the next generation exactly 
how important Torah and the community is by generously 
giving to our synagogue’s Torah Project. Let us band 
together as a unified community by insuring our viability. 
Let us demonstrate our Achdut increasing our involvement 
in shul life, by participating in adult education programs, by 
contributing to the special projects, and by making the shul 
and Torah a centre of our lives.

Rabbi Lipson 
rabbilipson@beby.org

RABBI LESLIE LIPSON



— 6 —

I am in awe. I am soon concluding my first year as the 
Beth Emeth Ritual Director and I never expected the job 
to be so meaningful and rewarding, though I knew it had 

potential.  

To make it clear though, a meaningful experience is created, 
not inherent. One example of this meaningfulness I often 
reflect upon is the Yahrzeit Memorial Board of Plaques. It is 
a multiple step process, but the depth involved is significant. 
Simply, I could take someone’s order, submit it, receive the 
proof, check it against the provided info, approve it, and 
hang the plaque when it comes in. I could. However, there 
is a more meaningful way. When taking an order I often 
get to hear about when a person passed away and how 
that person was meaningful to the one placing the order, 
how the death was significant to the life still being lived. 
As I set up the Hebrew name for the submission (it isn’t just 
typing it in), I reflect on the name and how it connects to 
the stories I heard, using the biblical archetypes so common 
within Jewish names. I place the order and when the proof 
comes in, I reconnect with the person who placed the order 
to ensure all the details are correct. When the plaque comes 
in, instead of hanging it randomly, I strive to hang it in a 
place that will be as meaningful as possible for the person 
or family who will find solace in the memory of a loved 
one. Finally, when I turn on the light commemorating a 
Yahrzeit, I get to reflect upon the whole experience, and 
call out the name on the plaque, reminding that soul that it 
still has a place in the heart of the living and the Beth Emeth 
community. 

Shavuot commemorates Mattan Torah, the giving of the 
Torah – the most meaningful and significant event in Jewish 
(and perhaps world) history. While Yetziat Mitzrayim 
(the Exodus from Egypt) that we celebrated just recently 
during Pesach, solidified Israel as a nation, Mattan Torah 
ensured that we would remain a nation, with a collective 
responsibility to make the world a more Godly place. The 
eternal nature of of Mattan Torah, in that there is always 
more to learn, solidifies it as a more significant event than 
the momentary Yetziat Mitzrayim. Or does it? 

Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon (aka Rambam or Maimonides) 
in his Guide For The Perplexed, Part 2, Chapter 33 states 
that only when the Torah was given, all that was heard was 
a very loud sound (Devarim 4:20, 5:12). It was only those 
willing to take the opportunity to find and hear the meaning 
within the sound who could truly understand the words of 
Torah.  

And that is the eternal call of Shavuot, as we relive the giving 
of the Torah: can we look at our lives, at the tasks that could 
be considered monotonous administrative necessity and find 

ways to make those tasks deeply 
meaningful? Can we look at the 
words and teachings of Torah 
and recognize their true depth, 
beyond the simple meaning, in 
a way that will touch us to the 
core? Can we infuse more spirit 
into our rituals and becoming a 
more spiritual community? 

There are so many opportunities 
to make our shul experience more meaningful. Sponsoring 
a breakfast or a kiddush to honour a celebration or 
commemorate a loss helps unite our community around 
those experiences that are individually meaningful.  

The shul has recently ordered new Birkonim (cards with 
Birkat Hamazon – the grace after meals) for daily use and 
for smachot dedicated by Earl & Bruria Cooperman in 
honour of their parents Harry & Bella Cooperman l”z and 
Philip & Miriam Lindenberg.

And there are also additional new opportunities: We have 
ordered new machzorim – high holiday prayer books. This 
project was dedicated in loving memory of David & Fruma 
Magid by Corinne & Mark Hammerschlag and family. But 
there are many more sponsorship opportunities available. 
(See next page) 

We are also currently investing in the long-term health of 
our sifrei Torah by partnering with Sofer On Site, who have 
provided us with incredible appraisals of our Torah scrolls 
and are facilitating repairs when necessary. Part of this 
project is the Torah Maintenance Plan, where a minimal 
investment will include yearly check-ups and corrections, to 
keep our Holy Torah Scrolls both ritually and aesthetically 
healthy. The Torah that is the archetypal essence of the nation 
of Israel and the healthier our Torah scrolls, the healthier our 
community. To contribute to the Torah Maintenance Fund, 
call 416.633.3838 x 260.

The Torah teaches us how to find meaning in the mundane, 
but I can happily say that this last year at Beth Emeth has been 
ritually meaningful in every way. May we all be blessed to 
receive the Torah anew this Shavuot and to truly recognize 
the blessing and meaningfulness of our everyday rituals, 
bringing increased spirit 
into our lives. 

L’Shalom,

Rabbi David 
rabbidavid@beby.org

RABBI DAVID GRUNDLAND

SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS AND TOPICS 
TO RABBI DAVID AT RABBIDAVID@BEBY.ORG
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Please call the Synagogue office at 416-633-3838 or email 
 Rabbi Lipson at rabbilipson@beby.org if you are interested in making a donation 

or becoming a sponsor.

After 65 years, Beth Emeth will be using a new High Holy Day Machzor.  The Koren Sacks single 
volume High Holy Day Machzor offers a clearer more modern and updated English translation. The 
Machzor also includes Rabbi Jonathan Sacks’ commentary. The Koren Sacks Machzor will enhance 

the High Holy Day experience and elevate the soul to its most holy level as well as stimulate the mind. 

We have purchased 2500 Machzorim which are being prepared for the High Holy Days of 5780 this 
coming fall and there are a variety of donor opportunities still available. By “purchasing” a High Holy Day, 
or any of the High Holy Day services, you will have a naming/dedicating opportunity of 1/3 of a page at 
the front of each Machzor.

NEW HIGH HOLIDAY MACHZORIM!

Patrons of the High Holy Days:
Name and dedication on 1/3 of a page in ALL Machzorim
Rosh Hashana First Day     $25,000 - SOLD
Rosh Hashana Second Day    $25,000 - SOLD
Yom Kippur      $25,000

Patrons of the Services:
Name and dedication listed in ALL Machzorim 
Rosh Hashana 1st Day/2nd Day Maariv  $5000
Rosh Hashana 1st Day/2nd Day Shacharit  $5000
Rosh Hashana 1st Day/2nd Day Torah Service $5000
Rosh Hashana 1st Day/2nd Day Mussaf  $5000
Rosh Hashana 1st Day/2nd Day Mincha  $5000
Kol Nidrei/ Yom Kippur Maariv    $5000 - SOLD
Yom Kippur Shacharit     $5000
Yom Kippur Torah Service     $5000
Yom Kippur Mussaf      $5000
Yom Kippur Avodah Service    $5000  - SOLD
Yom Kippur Mincha      $5000
Yom Kippur Neillah      $5000 

Individual Machzor      $118
With Beth Emeth stamp and your name on inside cover

Benefactor of the New Koren Sacks Machzor at Beth Emeth:
Cover Page                                 $125,000 - SOLD!
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Dear Congregants & Friends,

We have just experienced the holiday of Passover, 
retelling the story of the progression of the Jewish 
people from a place of slavery to one of freedom. 

Just 50 days from the second day of Passover we will 
come together once more as a community for the holiday 
of Shavuot. Shavuot is best known as a celebration of the 
revelation of the Torah at Mount Sinai. 

The receiving of the Torah at Mount Sinai was a time 
of significant change for the Jewish people. It marks the 
beginning of the tradition of Torah study and interpretation 
that has continued for generations and that we maintain 
until today. So much can be learned from studying Torah, 
and scholars throughout the ages have been reading 
and interpreting our sacred text, constantly exploring, 
questioning, and challenging the words on the page. What 
is the reason that we keep coming back to the same texts, 
the same words, hoping to find something new? The sages 
teach us that the Torah has 70 faces, meaning that every 
passage, verse, and even every word can be interpreted 
in many different ways. Each time we open up our ancient 
texts we are opening  up ourselves to growth, questioning, 
and change. 

I recently came across a quote by poet, singer, and civil 
rights activist Maya Angelou that has been on my mind for 
the last few weeks. It read, “Do the best you can until you 
know better. Then when you know better, do better.” Each 

year, Shavuot inspires different 
learnings because each year, 
we are forming new ideas, 
raising new questions, and 
adding to our interpretations 
of the Torah. At Beth Emeth we 
are a community that relies on 
one another, both as a support 
system and to hold one another 
accountable. As the President of 
this synagogue, I want to share 
my gratitude for this community. 
Thank you to those who have donated generously to help 
ensure that we have the finances and the volunteer power 
to continue to do our best, and to continue to know better, 
so that we may be better. If you would like to become more 
involved in the growth and change that is happening in 
this exciting time, please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
directly. 

May we all be inspired by Shavuot this year, to strive to 
know better, to strive to be better, and to be committed to 
growth and change, both within the Beth Emeth community 
and in our personal lives.

Allan M Snow 
President
president@beby.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

CANTOR DAVID GUBER

As we are just recovering from Pesach, we embark 
on the counting of the Omer and the build up to the 
giving of the Torah and the celebration of the Jewish 

holiday of Shavuot.  On a personal note, I celebrated my 
first Pesach as a married man. My wife did an amazing job 
with the cooking and with hosting many family members 
and friends.   I feel truly blessed to have married into an 
amazing family.
 
The Omer period is considered a mourning period, during 
which time we do not celebrate weddings. Some of us do 
not shave or get hair cuts.

These restrictions apply until Lag Ba’omer, the 33rd day of 
the Omer. 
 
Historically, the reason for this is that Lag Ba’omer marks the 
end of the period during which 24,000 students of Rabbi 
Akiva had died.

The Omer period is actually 
a beautiful time of year. In 
Israel everything is blooming, 
the rain has stopped and the 
weather is not hot yet.  I pray 
that we in Toronto should soon 
start experiencing spring-like 
weather as well. 
 
I want to wish you all a beautiful 
and meaningful spring. May 
we all be blessed to receive the blessings of the Torah at 
Shavuot.

Arielle, Chayale and Cantor David
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Shavuot, one of the most significant holy days 
commemorating the special gift of the Torah to the 
Jewish people, tends to be one of the least observed 

Jewish holidays. I’ve often wondered why that is so.  For 
those of us who work and/or are otherwise engaged in 
the life of a synagogue regardless of our customary levels 
of observance, all Jewish holidays take on a new, more 
significant meaning. We are fortunate to be allowed the 
opportunity to observe and engage in the spiritual enjoyment 
of the holy days.

We all find our own meaning in these days. For me Shavuot 
represents a communal and personal commitment to the 
recognition of the deep and sweeping nature of the Jewish 
experience within the Torah Mi’Sinai and the values that 
emanate therefrom. In this day and age, the world around 
us is presenting in a very difficult and negative way. We 
struggle to find the good, the beautiful and the joyful. We 
search for evidence of proper and positive behaviour which 
in Jewish terms is called Derech Eretz. 

Derech Eretz - behaviours that reflect common decency, 
kindness, compassion, respect for one another -  is so deeply 
needed.

Sadly, in the world we live in, this family of behavioural 
values is no longer the norm and has become something 
that needs to be regulated. Our synagogue holds these 
values very dear. The expectation is that at all levels we 
care for one  another and treat each other with kindness, 
tolerance, understanding, and very importantly, respect. 
From a governance perspective, we are required to commit 
to these standards through the adoption of proper anti-abuse 
and harassment and violence-free work place policies.

These policies covering the behaviour of our full professional 
team, lay leadership, volunteers and members, are in place 
and are being inculcated into our workplace culture, our 
governance culture and hopefully among our shul community 
at large. 

You will see signage to this effect in specific areas of our 
building including our office and kitchen areas.

I also want to take this opportunity to extend my deep 
appreciation and admiration to the members of staff who 
have been working very hard to ensure that we continue 
to deliver the expected services to you all, our dear 
congregants, at this time of transition in the office with the 
recent departure of our youth director Dale Gold and our 
controller, Iona Berlind. We wish them both well in their 
new paths. 

We have a wonderful staff team 
who are dedicated, hard-working 
and committed to Beth Emeth. 
On your behalf as well, I extend 
our collective appreciation to all.

Heartfelt wishes for a Chag 
Shavuot Sameach and a healthy 
and restful summer ahead.

Pearl Grundland
pearl@beby.org 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

 L to R: Gwendolyn Adrian, Allan Snow and  
Pearl Grundland at the Wierzbniker Society 

Jubilee Luncheon 
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Shavuot commemorates the giving of the Torah at 
Mount Sinai.  The gift of the Torah was an event of 
such awesome proportions that it stamped the Jewish 

Nation with a unique character, faith and destiny.

One continual theme that we can observe from the study of 
Torah is that within every Parsha there are multiple opinions 
and interpretations. Debate, disagreement and the seeking 
of a resolution is a lesson taught throughout the Torah.

Our Board of Directors is elected to serve the needs of our 
congregation in dealing with running of our synagogue. 
Members of our Board have willingly taken on the mantle to 
address challenging issues of great concern, in addressing 
how we fulfill our responsibility to manage the financial, 
social, administrative, synagogue services and spiritual 
needs of our members. It is the responsibility of the Board 
to ensure that we have focused on the expectations of our 
congregants, to deliver the highest level of commitment to 
their life cycle events and personal needs.

As Chairman of the Board, I can state without hesitation 
that our meetings are engaging and challenging. We are 
fortunate to have members who are willing to participate in 
strong debates, on a variety of issues and policies that affect 
the day to day and future operations of our synagogue.  
Disagreements, debates and a willingness to compromise 
ensure that decisions are well thought out and ultimately 

benefit the synagogue at 
large, not just a single group’s 
interest.

We, the members of the Beth 
Emeth Bais Yehuda, are very 
fortunate to have a Board of 
Directors and a large group 
of volunteers, who on a daily 
basis accept the underlying 
message and take the lessons 
learned during the observance of Shavout, in recognizing 
their potential in addressing the question of “What can I do 
for my community at large?” 

I would like to thank our Board Members for their dedication 
and altruistic attitude. It is my honour to work with such a 
devoted group of individuals. 

On behalf of my wife Lori and my family I would like to wish 
everyone a Happy and Healthy Shavout.

Steven Greenwood
Chairman of the Board, GAASC Chairman*
*Governance and Administration Steering Committee
gaasc@beby.org

BOARDROOM BANTER

High Holy Day Honours
Please let us know if you would like to receive a 
High Holy Day honour. 
If you have never received an honour 
or have not received one recently,  
please send an email to freda@beby.org  
with your request and time of day preference.
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THE VIEW FROM THE VA’AD

Rapid change continues to unfold at a frenetic pace 
within the greater Conservative Movement particularly 
here in Toronto. This has been driven by forces that 

want to take a strategy of offering everything to everybody 
or what I call “Go along to get along”. 

Our Synagogue has taken a much different approach, which 
has been well received by our members.  It is based first and 
foremost on “maintaining the religious essence of who we 
are as Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Hebrew Men of England.”  
We are welcoming and embracing change through our 
Synagogue’s efforts to double down on our future - our 
millennials, young professionals, youth and our college & 
university aged children. We must go to them where they 
are, engage them and offer programs that suit what they 
are looking for.  The Board, in particular, and with much 
input from the Va’ad representatives, feels strongly that the 
investment in our next generation is vital. This goes to the 
culture that we will expect of our future leaders especially 
as the Board and Executive soon transition this fall. Culture 
as we know is not static; it changes and grows with every 
new individual who joins our group of volunteers.  By the 
same token, culture cannot be taken for granted.   It must be 
shaped and nurtured, and the role of the Past Presidents is 
to help in this process by remaining engaged at all times.   
In particular, I have had a great relationship with my 
successor Allan Snow, offering regular advice and counsel 
– substantiating the role of the immediate Past President.      
The expectations we have of the ‘next generation’ are great, 
no question about that.   They include what the Va’ad must 
continue to stand for going far beyond the call of duty and 
doing more than others expect.

Despite the continued rapid 
shifts in our greater community, 
our Synagogue remains a pillar 
of respect amongst our peers 
because we do not believe in 
complacency when it comes 
to listening to the best and 
brightest ideas.    As I have 
said before, the only constant is 
change itself. We must remain 
agile and work efficiently for continuous improvement. Rest 
assured our Past Presidents and Honoured Board Members 
will be active in the upcoming election process recruiting, 
assisting and participating again in the change from one 
generation of leaders to another.  

Strengthened by the remarkable quality of our members, 
clergy and staff and as we approach our 65th anniversary 
as a congregation we remained humbled by the legacy 
our founders gave us but emboldened at the same time to 
embrace change built on our rich heritage.

My colleagues join me and my family in wishing everyone 
a Hag Shavuot Sameach, a wonderful time to reflect on our 
Torah, its teaching and our future, from one generation to 
another.

Warmly,

Michael Shawn Kerzner
Immediate Past President
Chair – Va’ad  (Council of Past Presidents and Honoured Board Members)

“Embracing Change & Building on a Rich Heritage”

 L to R: Allan Snow, Rosalie 
Shadlyn, Michael Kerzner, Margie 

Arosh, Rabbi David Grundland 
(with his daughter Mali) and Rabbi 
Howard Morrison at the Shabbat 

Itanu (Sabbath of of Inclusion) 
services on Friday, May 10.

Beth Emeth thanks the Kerzner 
Family for sponsoring this 

incredible event in memory of 
Joseph Kerzner l”z.
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS

How did you two get involved with the BEBY Players?
We joined Beth Emeth with our twins Robyn and Parker 
during the first year of the BEBY Purim shpiel, and Albert 
went to the first rehearsals with Robyn because she wanted 
to audition. The “aha” moment was after Cantor David 
Edwards convinced Albert to “just read it for fun.” This 
reading awoke his passion for acting and got him to join 
in the very first shpiel. And “We have been involved loyal 
members of the BEBY Players ever since!”

How did you two go from acting, singing and dancing 
to becoming the Writing and Directing team?
“When BEBY Players’ original creative force Simone 
Goldberg stepped down as Director, it seemed natural for 
us to step up.”

Albert, a salesperson by profession and comfortable 
speaking in front of up to 1,000 people, grew up with a 
strong musical background thanks to his father even though 
his father’s choice was either classical music or nothing.
Albert was born with a mild form of Tourette’s, and growing 
up, music and rhythm helped him deal with it.  He is also 
very good at coping if or when everything around seems to 
spin out of control.

Simi writes educational curricula professionally, and writing 
a spiel is a way to play with her writing. She read Purim 
plays by Norman Roth which Beth Emeth had paid to use 
but wasn’t happy with some of the scripts. She thought they 

needed Canadian content, less emphasis on the women 
parading and more pizazz to engage this generation of 
BEBY Players.

Albert and Simi often had debates about the music. Albert 
prefers rock music and likes hard core and over the top 
gestures once in a while. Simi looks for laughs and music 
that will “grab” the children eg the Disney Megillah.

As a creative pair, they look at the Purim story from different 
angles, choose a different lead character each year; 
sometimes they change the setting and/or time period too. 
Then Simi chooses a theme, writes the entire script in 2 days, 
balancing it and making it relevant to Beth Emeth adding 
detail and nuances to the text. Finally, Albert edits it. Simi 
also did the slide show for this year’s We Will Rock Your 
Megillah

When directing, Albert likes to be flexible with each 
cast member to incorporate individual personalities and 
idiosyncrasies. The biggest challenge for Simi and Albert 
is “always adapting on the fly; we just cannot please 
everyone!”

Tell us how you choose how to direct.
“There are some fun coincidences. We chose to do a Queen 
Megillah this year, the same year that the film Bohemian 
Rhapsody became a hit. The year we chose The Book of 
Mormon as the base, the musical The Book of Mormon 
became a hit. Elie Morrison and Simi wrote the music for 
this one because director Simone Goldberg wanted it very 

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH BEBY PLAYERS’ CREATIVE DUO 
SIMI LABI-HAN & ALBERT HAN

Right: The cast of “We Will Rock Your 
Megillah” on full display!
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

“I’m overwhelmed to have been chosen as Beth Emeth’s 
2019 Volunteer of the Year! It is immensely satisfying 
listening to members’ reactions when they hear that I’m 
calling to wish them a happy birthday/anniversary on 
behalf of the synagogue.”

Thanks again for this great honour!

RivaRiva 
Schwartz

edgy. Ditto for Grease. For the Grease Megillah show, 
Albert rewrote most of the music.”

Albert loves harmonies: “I hear them naturally in my head 
all the time. Five years ago I wrote a version of  Time Warp 
(from Rocky Horror Picture Show) in my head and this year 
I finally used it: for We Will Rock Your Megillah.”

“Regarding the harmonies, while all of the songs were very 
challenging, and all the performers worked hard to get their 
voices into shape, Ella Dubinsky and Kelly Wood handled 
most of the beautiful harmonies that Queen is known for 
and performed them beautifully. Additionally, Kataniya 
Markus really stepped up for a massive solo song.  She was 
really afraid at first, but I worked with her, she practiced 
super hard and she managed to belt it out like a diva.  I 
was really proud of her.”

But Albert’s favourite song was Fat Bottomed King in which 
just the younger girls sang.  “Sarah Carnat, Robyn Han, 
Gracie Zaldin, Yareen Yakobi and Melanie Marcovitch 
learned the full 3 part harmonies that are part of that 
difficult song and performed them perfectly.  It was very 
gratifying to hear them perform it.  In general, I thoroughly 
enjoyed working with the performers to teach them and 
have them learn the harmonies.”

Why do you get so involved with the plays?
For Albert and Simi, working on the Purim shpiels has 
always been a labour of love. “We do this because we 
want to participate in the shul, to be involved, to volunteer 
and give back to the shul. We also want the BEBY children 
to grow up with these Purim shpiels, not only as audience 
but as participants.”

Another source of pride is their children who are also very 
talented. Performer Robyn has performed in every BEBY 
Purim shpiel to date and “has never met a mic she didn’t 
like.” Visual artist Parker has created the artwork for many 
of the Purim shpiels and was recently featured in an NCSY 
magazine article: Art from the Soul. 

Always humble and wanting to give credit where it’s due, 
Albert and Simi insist that they could not have put on this 
year’s show without Karla Yakobi, a superstar in her own 
right, Toddy Freilich and choreographers Renee Herzog 
and Yareen Yakobi.

As well, all funds to pay for the show were raised originally 
by Cantor David Edwards. Once he left, the shul Board 
took this on. “Thanks to the shul Board for their support and 
for taking over the fundraising.”

 

“We are humbled and honoured.  
Doing something we love is great on it’s 
own. Being recognized for it is all the 

sweeter.”

Final words from our inspiring and creative duo: 
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BEBY BOOMERS

We hope you had a wonderful Pesach with family and friends.

The summer is coming, really, and we want you to join us on Wednesday, 
August 14, 2019 for a BBQ + Movie Night. Why?  You don’t have to 
cook dinner (that is reason enough) and we will offer you an evening of 
entertainment with a movie and popcorn to munch. Watch for our flyer 
with all the details and don’t forget to register in advance.  

Chag Shavuot Sameach.

Co-Chairs: Marlene White and Susan Colomby

September 19  
 

Tips for Health and 
Well-being

December 12  

Managing our Finances 
and Preventing Financial 

Exploitation

November 21  
 

Dealing with the  
ever-changing  
Digital World

October 31  
 

Navigating the  
Medical System

January 6
Bringing Elder 
Abuse into the 

Light

~ food for thought ~
PART II

With the assistance of the Federal Government, Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue will be 
presenting Food For Thought, Part II, beginning in the Fall 2019. Once again, this program 

will bring expert speakers to our synagogue to talk about important topics relevant to 
seniors and focusing on abuse prevention in a variety of areas. 

Each of the five sessions will include a hot lunch, the lecture, and a question and answer 
period. There will be no charge to attend.

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue is proud to announce the return of

Tentative dates and topics are:

Registration will be available online at beby.org or by calling the office to register at 416.633.3838. Space is 
limited so register early to ensure you get a spot. Presented by Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue and the 

Government of Canada New Horizons for Seniors Program. 
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CLUB SAMEACH

We the elders, as many prefer to be called, are the 
active members of Club Sameach, a congenial, 
intimate group. We have enjoyed a very 

productive season with attendance of, on average, 20-40 
participants for each event.

We meet every Tuesday from 1:00 - 3:30 pm in a cabaret 
setting with refreshments including pastries and hot and cold 
drinks served before the presentation at 1:30 pm. Cost is $3 
for each session.

The last Tuesday of the month we show a film with a 
commentary by Rabbi Lipson. There is also a monthly lunch 
which features musical talents or a special event; cost for 
these is $10. They start at 12 noon.

Monthly workshops will continue with techniques for 
Mindfulness, Stress Reduction via Art, Music and Dance. 
A new craze, Poetry Therapy, has been alive and well at 
BEBY.  I continue to write poetry for the Kesher and lead 
poetry readings for relaxation and to reduce stress.

There are many opportunities for seniors to participate 
at our synagogue. We encourage the Tuesday morning 
fitness class from 11:00 - 11:45 a.m., The Chesed Knitters, 
Shabbat services, Shabbat Study classes with Rabbi Lipson, 
Chesed calling to seniors at home to say we are thinking 
of you and miss you, volunteering for example on Sunday 
afternoons at our Kadima Centre where our very capable 
Director, Chef Margie, runs programs with 63 attendees 
and 6 senior volunteers.

We at Club Sameach and the Conversation Cafe are active 
participants who have proven that stress can be diffused or 
minimized through social and active participation.

Finally, we at Club Sameach believe that we can make a 
difference in helping others get past the “old age” stigma. 
Let us prove it is never too late to lead a meaningful and 
enjoyable life. Live for the moment and let’s dance!

The June schedule is posted on the shul website, on flyers 
in the Shabbat bulletins and in this Kesher. There are no 
programs during the summer; they resume in October.

June 4  – A Moment in Time, A Moment to Rhyme –  
Poetry Reading with Rosalie Shadlyn
June 11 – Father’s Day Celebration – an Ode to Fathers
June 18 – Movie with Rabbi Lipson
June 25 – Big Band Music with Rudi and Ester -  
Closing Luncheon - $10, 12 pm 

Chag Sameach from  
Club Sameach!

Rosalie Shadlyn Ed.D 
Outreach Chair, Club Sameach

for seniors 

Everyone had a great time (especially Rosalie!) 
at the performance given by Mikhail Khinkis & 

Anna Koning on March 12
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Shabbat Activities
GAN SHABBAT

Weekly Shabbat programming and babysitting for children SK and younger, including songs, games, Jewish learning 
and healthy snacks. Gan Shabbat runs all year ‘round from 10 am until the end of services in the BEBY Babies room 

on the lower level near the parking lot side.

MINI MINYAN (Jr. Congregation)
Welcome to our Shabbat and Yom Tov program for youth grades 1 and up. This interactive service consists of engaging 
Shabbat prayers, discussions, games and snack. Program begins at 10 am in the Inwentash Centre every Shabbat and 

Yom Tov.

YOUTH KIDDISH 
For all our participants in the Gan Shabbat and Mini Minyan, Kiddish is provided monthly following the completion 
of services in the Inwentash Centre. Sponsor a Youth Kiddish in honour of a special occasion such as your child or 

grandchild’s birthday or other milestone! Please contact youth@beby.org for further details.

YOUTH & YOUNG FAMILIES All of our Youth Department programs 
now use online registration!  Check out the 
Youth/Family pages on www.beby.org for 
registration forms and more information.  

Email Rabbi David Grundland at 
rabbidavid@beby.org with any questions 

about our programs.UPCOMING YOUTH & YOUNG FAMILIES PROGRAMS

Saturday, June 8 - Farewell to ShinShinim.
With an enhanced kiddush!  

Saturday, June 8 (Evening) -  Leil Shavuot
Rabbi David will be leading the program.

Sunday, June 9 - Graduation Ceremony
For any Beth Emeth youth graduating from a Jewish Day School  

or supplementary education system.

Farewell Dale!
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda would like to thank  

Dale Gold, who has been our Youth Director for the 
last five years, for all she’s done for the shul and 

the community. You will be greatly missed!

B’Hatzlacha on your future endeavours!
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BEBY NEXT-GEN

Anything new requires time to grow. We plant seeds 
and then must nurture and develop them so that they 
will eventually bear fruit, and the cycle can repeat. 

The giving of the Torah on Shavuot is a guide for how to 
nurture the seeds of our national identity and freedom, 
forged at Pesach. I recently heard the quote “freedom 
without direction is just another form of slavery”.

Next Gen is a new initiative at BEBY. This year was spent 
planting seeds: creating programs, nurturing relationships, 
both personal and organizational, and working toward 
developing the vision that will drive BEBY Next-Gen. At 
Sinai, we received the Torah as “one nation with one heart”. 
The more we come together, the clearer our collective vision 
can become and the more we can consciously define the 
BEBY Next-Gen community.

This past year we started small with a pre-selichot discussion, 
and quickly grew with conversations about meaningfulness 
during the High Holy Days, Soup and Cider in the Sukkah, 
and two Getting High with the Rabbi conversations – one 
about cannabis legalization and one about the opioid crisis. 
(Check out these two articles featuring yours truly about 
Judaism and Cannabis: https://lift.co/magazine/getting-
high-with-the-rabbi-is-cannabis-allowed-in-judaism and 
https://www.cannvas.me/en/Articles/Art-and--Culture/
Exploring-How-Judaism-Views-Cannabis)

That was just the start though: Whiskey 101, a Kabbalistic 
Tu B’Shvat Seder, the Archeological Origins of Judaism 
featuring Dr. Yonatan Adler from Israel and the newly 
restored Beth Emeth Czech Torah, a pre-Pesach Coffee 
House (see photo below), and partnering with the Jewish 
Family Institute for a Parenting U class “Teaching Young 

Kids Resilience” have made this 
a year of spiritually uplifting, 
meaningful, educational and 
social programs that have 
opened the doors to a strong 
future for BEBY Next-Gen.

I am really looking forward to 
working together with anyone 
interested in creating more of the 
above types of programs. 

What are your interests? 
What are you looking for in a community? 
What would you love to see happening? 

What is your passion and expertise? 

Let me know and together we can create the programs that 
bring true value to our lives, the community here at BEBY 
and the Toronto Jewish community at large. 
Let’s connect. Let’s grow!

I look forward to hearing from you with your thoughts and 
ideas and to expanding on everything we have done so 
far. May we all be blessed to truly receive the Torah that 
solidifies our personal and collective freedom!

Chag Samei’ach!

Rabbi David Grundland
BEBY Next-Gen Engagement Coordinator
rabbidavid@beby.org
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The Torah scroll that we have lovingly restored and 
celebrated through various events since April of last year 
came from Czechoslovakia.  It is over 300 years old 

and was part of a collection of over 1,500 Torah scrolls that 
escaped the darkest atrocity in Jewish History - the Holocaust.

In 1942, members of the existing Jewish community in Prague 
risked their lives by bringing a large collection of Judaica 
(which included over 1,500 Torah scrolls) to the Central 
Jewish Museum from various synagogues and communities 
throughout Bohemia and Moravia that had been destroyed at 
the hands of the Nazis.  The purpose of the community was 
to safeguard Jewish heritage and return the Torah scrolls to 
life upon the defeat of the Nazis.
 
After the war, the Torah scrolls were purchased by a British 
philanthropist from Westminster Synagogue who donated 
them. We know that our Torah was split off that collection and 
made its way to a family in Canada. At some point, this family 
could no longer maintain or repair the Torah.  It was brought 

to our attention when our shul member, Clement Cohen, 
generously donated the funds so that we could procure it.  It 
was explained to us that our shul was specifically contacted 
because there was “every confidence in our shul to procure 
it, repair it, use it and cherish it.”

Since April of last year, we have documented and 
photographed the restoration of the Czech Torah as it was 
being brought back to kashrut, and all of the activities we 
have had to teach our community about the unique and 
splendid story of our Torah. 

Since the last Kesher article about the Torah, we have 
held more exciting activities. On March 6 more than 75 
concertgoers had an opportunity to delve into Czech 
history and the history of our Czech Torah through songs 
and images. The concert was led by Lenka Lichtenberg – a 
Canadian composer, vocalist, bandleader and producer who 
is of Czech-Jewish descent. Lenka’s songs were in Yiddish, 
English, Czech and Hebrew which brought together the 

CZECH TORAH PROJECT
It was a thrilling performance given by songstress 

Lenka Lichtenberg and company on March 6.
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music and history of vibrant Jewish Czech communities most 
of which perished during the Holocaust. The multi-media 
presentation of vibrant images of Czech synagogues both 
past and present included glimpses of the vibrant Jewish 
history where our own Czech Torah would have thrived.

Our Passover cooking demo evening on April 9, featuring 
recipes created by legendary author Norene Gilletz, was 
a sold-out event, with 185 attendees. Beautiful appetizer 
stations put out by Apex Catering equaled any that could be 
found on a cruise. There were 20 vendors who brought hostess 
gifts and other items for sale. Unfortunately, Norene herself 
was too ill to attend, but her son, Doug, a chef in his own 
right in Montreal, represented her. Doug was accompanied 
by Sharona Abramovitz, a Registered Dietician, who shared 
many health facts. Doug demonstrated a number of different 
Passover recipes and Apex prepared them for everyone to 
enjoy. The night was capped off by great desserts.

On April 11 the Gan Yeladim children were entertained 
by Rabbi David on his ukulele and they learned about how 
special the Torah is to us.  Each child had the opportunity 
to have a picture taken with the Torah and one mom even 
told us that she will use the picture for her son’s Bar Mitzvah 
signing board!

Join us for the Jewbilation! event where will be celebrating 
the full restoration of our Czech Torah and the year-long 
activities of the Czech Torah Project as part of our Simchat 

Torah services, Monday, October 21 – Tuesday, October 
22.  We welcome you to participate in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity of rejuvenation of a Torah, to be a part of the 
moral purpose that the Jewish community of Prague had, 
and to honour the memory of all those who perished in the 
Holocaust. 

Sheldon Zelsman and Eleanor Minuk
Co-Chairs, Czech Torah Committee

PROJEKT ČESKÉ TÓRY

Beth Emeth’s Czech Torah Project
beby.org/czechitout

 Kids from the Gan Yeladim program got a 
chance to check out the Czech Sefer Torah
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BEBY BROTHERHOOD

Shavuot marks the end of term for our Men’s Clubs 
leadership. Bruce Martin, Al Mervin and I have 
been working with a great crew to establish a new 

executive for our club at Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda, and we 
are looking for people with ideas who would like our help 
in implementing them.

That’s what all Men’s Clubs do: we help guys with great 
ideas turn them into great events, then we share them with 
the world so others can use them in their clubs, whether in 
Toronto, Boston, Chicago or San Diego, and all points in 
between. If you’d like to be part of a great idea, or if you 
have one yourself, we’d love to have you join us. We’ll get 
details of the planning meeting out in an e-mail shortly.

We are getting busy now with the FJMC’s International 
Convention, which will take place July 3-7, at the Westin 
Harbour Castle Hotel and will include both a USY Alumni 
Weekend and a MERCAZ-Canada meeting.

Our guys are quite involved in the convention and there is 
still some time to register, but not much. Registration at the 
current pricing will close on June 1, so if you want to join us 
for the whole convention, or just the weekend, you need to 
register now at FJMC.org

Beth Emeth members will have some pretty prime space 
at the convention. With Bruce Martin, Norm Walter and 
me all on the convention committee, we can guarantee an 
invitation to the Presidential Suite for a l’chaim, and there 
will be lots of great things going on.

We will open the July 1st Harbour Cruise to the general 
public at some point, and there may be tickets still available 
to see the Blue Jays and Red Sox on July 2, but convention 
attendees will have first crack at both of those events. If you 
want to be part of these great events, happening right on 
your doorstep, consider joining us at the convention.

One of the highlights of the convention will be the Torch 
Awards ceremony, and we are sure to have a couple 
coming home to Elder Street again this year. Our World 
Wide Wrap weekend was amazing and we should match 
the Gold award we received at the last convention. We will 
be nominating our Yellow Candle programme, and all the 
good work that has come out of it in the Children’s Garden. 
If you have yet to make your contribution to the Yellow 
Candle fund, it’s not too late, and we thank all of the donors 
for their generosity. (See photos from the event to the right)

The over-all Yellow Candle theme this year has been 
Children of the Holocaust, and Beth Emeth played a unique 

role in the design and implementation of the programme all 
around the world. It’s how we take an idea from one club 
and bring it to all of our clubs.

Just before the convention, we will be holding another 
ceremony on Shabbat, as we say goodbye to the FJMC 
President’s Torah Mantle, as it heads to the next president’s 
congregation. We have been using it in the daily service 
and Hashkama minyan on Shabbat, and will bring it back 
to the main service for one last time around the shul.

Looking forward to a great summer and working with all of 
you to make our next year even better!
 
Stan Greenspan 
FJMC International President and BEBY member
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WIERZBNIKER SOCIETY JUBILEE LUNCHEON

Beth Emeth was proud to have members and families of the Wierzbniker Mutual Benefit Society come together for 
their Jubilee Luncheon on Sunday, May 5. The luncheon was a celebration of the society’s 85 years as well as 
being welcomed to its new home at Beth Emeth. A big thanks and yasher koach to the event planners including  

Helen Lepek, Gwendolyn Adrian, Reva and Beth Karstadt and Goldie Rosenberg.
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We have done it again!  

In spite of the competition from the Blue Jays and Raptors playoff games, we had a sold out 
audience for the Chol Hamoed Pesach programme. The Tessler Lounge, originally set up for 
70, was very cozy with over 100! Jordan Klapman, accompanied by singer Sharon Smith 

entertained us with “Music from the Sixties”.  Many sang along as we remembered the words 
and music.  Jordan has many programmes to offer and the audience indicated an interest in 
having more. (See pictures below)

I hope that you had an opportunity to attend our concert during Jewish Music Week on 
Tuesday, May 28 - “Budapest to Israel to Toronto” – featuring Moshe Hammer, violinist and 
Shoshana Telner, concert pianist and a guest appearance by our Cantor David Guber. We were proud to participate in 
this wonderful week of concerts, musical lectures and entertainment.

Our first Shabbatini of the season will take place on May 31. As always, we offer a plentiful harvest table and martinis – 
kid friendly ones as well – and our always beautiful Kabbalat Shabbat Service with our wonderful Cantor Guber.

Our Committee will be meeting over the summer to plan events for next year with the hope of feeding your musical 
appetites.

On behalf of my family and members of the Music Committee, I wish you Chag Sameach and a meaningful Shavuot.

Bernice Levine
Chair, Music Committee

MUSIC COMMITTEE
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Hi Everyone!

The past few months have been very exciting at the Kadima 
Centre. Each week was filled with educational programs and 
fun. We celebrated ‘Tu Bishvat’ with a  ‘Seder’, we enjoyed 
rolling in the dough with our new ‘Challa Baking Program’, 
we created art and had a huge party for Purim and we 
concluded the winter session with a memorable trip to the 
Matzah Factory and our annual Model Seder in which we 
were honoured to have the Yachad program join us.

We are all looking forward to a wonderful spring full of 
events and we would like to invite everyone to join us on:

Sunday June 2, 2:30 pm for our annual Kadima Concert!

Your support in attending and donating to this wonderful 
program is greatly appreciated!

Margie Arosh 
Director, Kadima Centre
416-841-7585 | margieskitchen@gmail.com

THE KADIMA CENTRE

1. June 2 – Shavuot Program & Kadima Concert
2. June 9 – Shavuot – Kadima Closed
3. June 16 – 2019 Father’s Day BBQ – FREE

KADIMA SCHEDULE – JUNE 2019
All programs run from 2:00 - 3:30 pm unless 

otherwise indicated. If you cannot attend a program, 
please call Margie at 416-841-7585

1: Bowling | 2: Mock Passover Seder
3: Matzah Factory | 4: Shabbat Itanu

5: Mother’s Day Cooking

2

4

1 3

5
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A World of Jewish Experience

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

Continuing Education’s goal is to showcase a selection 
of educational, cultural, diverse, world events, 
entertaining and social programs.  Our commitment 

is to capture our Synagogue members’ interests. Some 
of our speakers have included Sally Zerker (Jewish Legal 
& Indigenous Rights to the Land of Israel) Nick Maes 
(Modernity & Assimilation), Professor Stephen Berk (The 
Tenacity of Terror) generously sponsored by the Kerzner 
Family. Our monthly Reel & Spiel movie nights critiqued by 
Rabbi Lipson have created a continued dedicated group 
of participants.  We will be holding another Reel & Spiel 
screening on Wednesday, June 12 and hopefully some 
summer screenings to follow.

Our committee is continually investigating new and 
innovative ideas for programming. We look forward to 
welcoming everyone at our upcoming events.

Wishing all our Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Family a Chag 
Sameach

Perry Davis and Marlene White
Co-Chairs, Continuing Education Committee

ROUHAMA DANTO
“The Walls Around the Old City of 

Jerusalem and its Gates”

Wednesday, June 19
7:30 pm

JERRY GRAY

Experiences and stories from his 
time with The Travellers

Musician

Sunday, June 23. 10 am

 Wednesday, August 21 
7:30 pm

Current Editor and former Editor, 
Canadian Jewish News

YONI GOLDSTEIN
MORDECHAI BEN-DAT

 L to R: Max and Dolly Kerzner Michael Kerzner, 
Dr. Stephen Berk and Rabbi Baruch Frydman-

Kohl at the Berk Lecture Series, which took place 
on Thursday, April 11.

STEVE LONG
Catch The Fire Church

Wednesday, Sept 25 
7:30 pm

 How a to fight antisemitism 
through the lens of an Ecumen 

Christian 
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PASSOVER COOKING DEMO

What do people, mostly Jewish women, look for 
around Passover time? New foods, fresh ideas, 
something new for the table, something new for 

a hostess gift: something new!

All of this came together at a Passover Cooking Demo on 
April 9 with recipes created by legendary Chef and Author, 
Norene Gilletz. Norene’s son, Chef Doug Gilletz and 
Registered Dietician Sharona Abramovitch, the consultant 
on her new book, “The Brain Boosting Diet – Feed your 
Memory”   presented the program.  In addition, 22 vendors 
displayed and sold a large variety of artwork and specialty 
items. Unfortunately, Norene wasn’t well and could not 
attend the event.

Almost 200 attendees received a glass of wine upon entering 
the event and a small Passover-themed thank you gift.

Chef Doug demonstrated five different Passover recipes 
while Sharona explained the dietary make-up of the recipe 
and the health benefits. This was followed by a Q&A with 
Chef Doug and Sharona.  Each guest received a ‘taster’ 
plate which included samples of all 5 recipes.  

Apex Catering, the Shul’s new caterer, played a key role 
in the success of the event.  A long time employee of Apex 

Catering took the students under her wing and showed them 
the ropes.  They were professional, amazing and most of 
all, we think they had fun! Everything was excellent and 
greatly appreciated.
 
Magen Boys Entertainment Group assisted in the sound 
and lighting. Videographer Ori Watkin live streamed the 
presentation to four screens. Student photographer, David 
Kirschner did a fabulous job capturing the event, vendors 
and the guests.  Thank you to all of our A/V professionals.
Eighteen student volunteers helped with the check in, coat 
check, Torah watch and information, and table service.  
Thank you to all of them as well.
 
This was a wonderful event with tasty recipes and a bright 
and inviting atmosphere, all in all a relaxing and enjoyable 
night out.  

Proceeds from this event will assist in the maintenance and 
the embellishments of our new 300-year-old Czech Torah 
which will have a regular place in our Aron Kodesh for all 
to utilize and enjoy.

Mindy Jacobs and Rochelle Kerzner
Event Chairs
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At Aleph Beit Chadash Hebrew School we are 
committed to an engaging program for all learners 
that fosters Jewish pride and develops a strong Jewish 

identity.  We strive to teach Jewish values by making the 
stories from our history relevant to students in their daily 
lives.

In our program, students develop an appreciation of their 
heritage and the traditions that are rooted in Conservative 
Judaism, as well as learn to pray and to read Hebrew.  
Through discussions and activities that encourage critical 
thinking and mindfulness, our program, which begins in 
Grade 1 and takes students through to pre-Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah, prepares them for accepting the responsibilities 
of Judaism. Students are inspired to advocate for and 
support Israel through their continued commitment to the 
Jewish community.  We believe in building leaders for a 
strong Jewish community that is rooted in education and 
commitment to Eretz Yisrael.

This year, we were engaged in many exciting and active 
experiences that supported our learning.  We painted our 
own Seder Plates for our Passover tables (See pictures to 
the right).  While participating in our annual Chocolate 
Seder, we learned about the many Jewish communities 
who, throughout history, have been forced to flee. We 
learned about Israel and her many achievements through 
our “Escape To Israel Amazing Race.”  

In the 2019-2020 school year, we have many exciting 
programs planned, including a visit from the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre Tour of Humanity bus.  We will be 
making real shofars for the High Holy Days and also using 
technology to link our very own classroom to an Israeli 
classroom.

Register your children now to ensure that they will have 
a spot in this exciting, engaging and enriching program! 
A brochure and a registration form are available for 
downloading beby.org/abcschool.

Be sure to check out our promotional video! If you have 
any questions about our program, please call the shul to 
speak with Shauna Small, School Director, or email her at 
schooldirector@beby.org.

We look forward to meeting you and your children and 
grandchildren early in the fall.

Wishing you and your family all the best for Shavuot.

Shauna Small
Education Director  
schooldirector@beby.org.

Jewish Learning for your Child
The Aleph Beit Chadash School @ Beth Emeth

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2019-2010 SCHOOL YEAR
BEBY.ORG/ABCSCHOOL

Family package pricing and promotional discounts available! 
Tuition is fully tax receiptable!

THANK YOU!
STEELES MEMORIAL CHAPEL

For your continued support of Aleph Beit Chadash
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SHINSHINIM 2018-2019

Yael and Omri continue to dazzle us with their thought-
provoking Israel-inspired programs.  Acting as various 
Israeli political groups, we discussed and tried to pass 

resolutions pertinent to the Jewish State by finding allies in 
the mock-Knesset at BEBY after kiddish.  We also deciphered 
Israeli humour and deliberated about its role in society during 
Golda’s Kitchen while sipping freshly made minty limonada.
And they still had time to get goofy in Purim costumes (see 
top photo).  Don’t miss out on their final programs…. keep 
an eye on the Shabbat Bulletin and carousel for information 
regarding upcoming programs.

As previously promised, we’ve finally received photos 
and updates from two more past ShinShinim.  In their own 
words…..

Ronny Yariv (Bottom Right Photo): I never would have 
believed that flying a plane would be a part of my army 
experience!! I got drafted not too long ago, and went through 
basic training like every soldier in Israel. Experienced a fire 
range, a visit to Jerusalem in uniform, what it’s like to carry 
a gun and be a part of this huge system. But the interesting 
part began when I started my course as a Pilot Simulator 
Instructor in the Air Force! After an intense course, I am now 
based in the Hazerim Air Base in the south of Israel, and still 
have a  long process ahead of me, full of studying difficult 
systems to the smallest screw.  I’ll be stationed on the cutest 
airplane there is! Called “Efroni”, it’s the first plane pilots 
get to ever fly on!  I’m very happy and lucky to be where 
I am, and am very excited for the next 2.5 years of my 
challenging army journey.... Miss you BEBY!! Neshikot!!😘

Omer Itzhak (Bottom Left Photo):  I’m now a commander 
in an officer course (basically - teach and train people who 
are going to become officers and commanders themselves in 
the very near future). I know it is pretty limited and thin - I’m 
very sorry about that and hope it is good enough :) 

Lots of love, hope it was a wonderful Passover.

And a final word….

The winds are shifting throughout Beth Emeth. Dale Gold 
has seized the opportunity to teach fulltime in the York 
School District.  This has opened up the position of Youth 
Director for Youth & Young Family programming as well as 
Site Supervisor for ShinShinim programming.  We are very 
sorry to see Dale vacate these positions at BEBY as we have 
enjoyed many well-organized Family and Teen Shabbatot, 
Purim Carnivals, Bar/Bat Mitzvah programs, Hanukkah 
Parties and myriad other fabulous events during her tenure.  
Dale was always amicable, open to ideas and approachable 

by all from the youngest member to the teens to their 
grandparents; Dale manifested a welcoming environment 
for everyone.  Even though her professional partnership with 
BEBY has ended, she will still be connected by assuming 
the role of Lay Leader to the incoming ShinShinim who will 
arrive in late August.  Thank you, Dale, for a job well done!!  

My term as Lay Leader has ended and so too must my 
position as Youth Chair.  I’ve been sitting in that chair for 
many meaningful years but it’s now time to bring in a new, 
modern chair and spice up the youth department.  To all the 
BEBY parents with young children, this is YOUR time to infuse 
the shul with fresh ideas and renewed spirit.  Meet with your 
peers to tweak existing programs and hash-out details for 
original activities to engage your precious children so they 
drag you out of bed every shabbat and over to Beth Emeth.  
I am looking forward to seeing all the wonderful, innovative 
programs for BEBY youth which are on the brink of bursting 
forth….they simply need the catalyst of parents who know 
that Beth Emeth is an important part of one’s life.

Karla Yakobi
Youth Chair & ShinShinim Lay Leader
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The Minyan, by Alvin Abram, 
explores a darker side of 
humanity than Abram usually 

writes about. In it, a group of 
Holocaust survivors decides to 
deliver their own form of retribution 
on the individual Nazis who tried 
to destroy their lives. Winding his 
plot from Toronto to Europe, Abram 
simultaneously intertwines important 
facts about the Holocaust with fast-
moving events  that go through many 
twists and turns to keep the reader 

engaged right to the end. As Abram is 
no longer leading book talks, we wish him 

all the best in his “retirement,” and thank him for 
his devoted commitment to keeping true to his readers while 
sharing with them his positivity and sense of humour.

Nate Leipciger’s account of his survival of the Holocaust, 
The Weight of Freedom, goes beyond many other Azrieli 
Foundation books in the extent to which details are provided 
about the lengths to which people, especially children and 
young adolescents, can be pushed in the most horrible 
of situations. The difficult relationship with his father, the 
terrible conditions of the camps, and life after the war are 
all laid bare for the reader as we follow along with the very 
young Leipciger in his narration. However, towards the end 
of the book when Leipciger talks about addressing student 
groups and leading Birthright trips, we learn the tremendous 
shift that allows goodness to prevail over even the most 
despicable evil.

The Diplomat’s Daughter, by Karin Tanabe, weaves 
together three separate story lines that explore different 
aspects of the effects of WWII. Raised in a life of privilege, 
first in Vienna and then in the United States, Emi, a Japanese 
diplomat’s daughter, is the central character around whom 
the three plots revolve. There is no shortage of suffering as a 
result of WWII, but in the end, each of the characters comes 
to terms with what their future holds.

Rachel Kadish’s The Weight of Ink is a rich and detailed 
book that also carries several different plotlines. The first, set 
in the 1660s, is about a young girl, Ester Velasquez, who 
scribes for a blind Rabbi. If that were not enough, Ester has 
some surprising secrets that empower her and prove that 
she is a woman far ahead of her time. The documents that 
she has written are discovered 400 years later under the 
staircase of a London suburb estate that is being renovated 
into an art gallery. Helen Watt, the historian contacted to 
determine the authenticity of the documents, is assisted by 
Aaron Levy, an American graduate student. Both Helen and 

Aaron have their own personal demons to face. This brilliant 
novel, full of historical details, will be reviewed next year in 
our Lunch and Literature series.

All the Rivers, by Dorit Rabinyan, explores the complex 
relationship between Palestinian and Israeli. Loosely based 
on Dorit’s own love affair with a Palestinian artist, we follow 
as Liat and Hilmi discover how much common ground they 
share while, at the same time, how very far apart they are. 
This deeply moving book will also be reviewed next year in 
our L & L series. 

Lunch and Literature
On April 12 we wrapped up this year’s Lunch and Literature 
session with Sidura Ludwig, who talked about her lovely 
book Holding My Breath. She regaled the group with 
stories about her writing experiences, and her stories about 
where she got her ideas for her book enriched the reading.  
(See image below)

We are putting together a wonderful season to commemorate 
our 3rd year of Lunch and Literature. Our tentative dates 
are as follows: Oct. 24, Dec. 5, 2019, Feb. 13 and April 23 
2020. We have the following tentative dates booked for our 
Books and Bagels: Nov. 17, 2019, Feb. 2 and March 29. 
Keep these dates open and check future e-blasts for further 
information.

If you have recently read a book you would like reviewed 
or if you are or know an author who would like to speak to 
our group, contact the office and someone from the Library 
Committee will get back to you.

On behalf of the Library Committee, I wish you a very happy 
Shavuot and a safe and relaxing summer.

Eleanor Minuk

LIBRARY
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WRITER’S CORNER

Dawn awakens with the yellow corn flower sunshine
Streaming through the tiny slats of window’s brimline
Perfumed violet lilac blossoms surround the bosomed tree
Shedding helplessly the last of May’s foliage tree.
June beckons with sensuous wispy breezes
Recalling fanciful memories that capture and tease.
The inner soul is imbued with spiritual gratitude
Restored and renewed the capacity for blessed solitude
Gratitude is the anagoge to determine ownership of well being
Fortunate is the individual who captures and nurtures that feeling
Perceptibly we rejoice and celebrate life here and now
The strength within will not endorse the unleashed bow.

We have struggled, nurtured and persistently survived.
The rapturous moments for living have finally arrived.
Loving relationships, humour and kindness are the treasures in life
Courage, positive attitudes, ownership of self contradicts strife
It has been a long, pervasive, turbulent journey of self discovery.
Finally, a profound display of gratitude is acknowledged in recovery.

Written by
Rosalie Shadlyn

Gratitude

CHESED KNITTERS

The Chesed Knitters are continuing to knit black hats for soldiers. Whenever you are going to Israel, please consider 
taking a bag of hats for the soldiers. Arrangements can be made, with a letter from the Hats for Israeli Soldiers, to 
allow you an extra piece of luggage for the hats, and the hats will be picked up once you arrive. Please contact the 

synagogue office for more details. 

For many years we have been knitting blankets for children in hospitals and shelters and Project Linus Canada has been 
distributing the blankets to the various sites for us. However, the current president is retiring and, as of the time of writing, 
there is no one set to replace her.  We are continuing to knit and make beautiful blankets so if you know of an organization 
that would accept the donation of our blankets, please contact the office. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Rosen Judaica Gift Shop    
Wednesdays 10 am - 12:30 pm

Think of the Rosen Judaica Gift Shop when you need a gift for any life cycle occasion. We have 
a wide assortment of unique merchandise. Whether you‘re looking for candlesticks, kiddush cups, 

tzedakah boxes, Chanukiahs, challah covers, challah boards, seder plates, matzoh holders, 
mezuzahs, klafs, talitot, kippot, picture frames, jewelry etc. We also are pleased to offer hostess gifts 

made to order.

Drop in and see what we have in store for you.  
Remember, gift wrapping is always free and we are a tax-free zone.

 
Watch for our grand opening sale the week of September 9th. 

Chag Sameach. Have a wonderful summer.

Sonia Hendler
Gift Shop Chair
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Although the weather is rapidly improving and thoughts 
of the cold are behind us, we must not forget about 
the Beth Emeth Out Of The Cold Program.  Starting 

each January and continuing for eight weeks, a large group 
of tireless volunteers provides food, shelter, clothing, and 
toiletries to members of the community who are homeless 
or socially isolated. Our program is the huge success that it 
is because of the large number of volunteers who help out 
“behind the scenes” as well as on the days the guests come 
to our Synagogue. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped 
out this year, far too many to name, for their dedication and 
support. The guests appreciate all that we do to make their 
day a little brighter.

Special thanks to our donors  for their very generous 
contributions to this year’s program; North American 
Produce Buyers Ltd. (The Davidson Family), Uptown Gourmet, 
Mazon Canada, Brands International Corporation Inc., Just 
Socks Partner Charity, Scholastic Books Canada Ltd., Trimfit 
Co. Ltd, TD Bank, Manulife, Stonemill Bakehouse, Simply 
Protein/Wellness Foods, Totes Isotoner.

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda is looking forward to once again 
opening its doors to the homeless next January and February. 
The program provides a warm and welcoming atmosphere, 
a hot kosher meal, gently used clothing, a warm bed to 
sleep in, a bagged lunch and toiletries.  The program will 
run for eight consecutive Monday nights-Tuesday mornings 

starting January 2020.

This program cannot run without your ongoing generous 
support.  We have seen first-hand how far your donations 
have gone and the difference you’ve made in people’s lives.  

We are in need of:
• Financial support
• Donations of new clothing (in the 

form of under garments, sweatshirts, 
tee shirts, jackets)

• Toiletries 
• Dental supplies (toothbrushes, tooth 

paste)
• Boots, shoes

We ask that if you are doing a spring cleaning of your 
winter clothing to please consider the Out of the Cold 
program. Furthermore we are encouraging people to take 
the opportunity to give back to the community and volunteer 
for this program. The guests truly appreciate the kindness 
and support that we provide. 

Out of the Cold Steering Committee Co-Chairs:  
Allan Fleisher and Renee Henry 
bebyoutofthecold@gmail.com

OUT OF THE COLD 2019

The Recipe Box By Reni Cuperfain

Ingredients:
• 6 onions peeled and cut 

in half
• 5 eggs
• 1/2  cup oil
• 1/2 cup water
• 2 tsp salt 
• 1/2 tsp pepper
• 1  1/4 cups flour
• 2 tsp baking powder
• crispy fried onions for 

crispy topping

Directions: 
• Oven 350. 

•  Spray 7 x 11 pan
• Using processor slice onions.  

Should be about 6 cups
• Process eggs, oil, water, salt, pepper
• Add flour and baking powder
• Pour batter over onions and mix
• It will be quite thick, just coating onions
• Pour into pan and top with crispy onions

• Bake for 50 minutes uncovered till 
golden brown

• Freezes well

 Enjoy and Chag Sameach from all my family!

Reni

ONION KUGEL



— 33 —

According to the Talmud, acts of Chesed – acts 
of kindness – visiting the sick and honouring the 
departed – are rewarded now and in the World 

to Come. 

Beth Emeth is proud that members regularly do acts of 
Chesed.  We support our members during bereavement 
by attending funerals, making shiva calls and arranging 
for shiva daveners, as needed; we make hospital and 
homebound sick visits or calls; we hold an annual food 
drive; and we have an annual Chanukah Toy Drive.

We acknowledge the devotion and ongoing efforts of our 
fellow committee and shul members - David and Andrea 
Kirshenblatt and Marlene White – in offering comfort and 
support to shul members in difficult times.
 
Our clergy and our volunteers provide much needed 
support to our members, but we can do more.
We need your help moving forward!

We will reach out to our members
• in times of illness
• in times of bereavement
• in times of loneliness
• who need emotional and social support

Please contact the shul if you or someone in your family 
is in need of support and would like a member of the 
Chesed Committee to contact you. You can call the shul 
office or email us at chesed@beby.org

We are also looking for shul members to volunteer to 
support their fellow shul members.  Please contact the 
Chesed Committee to help.

Sid Silverberg and Helen Katz
Marty Keshen Chesed Committee Co-Chairs

THE MARTY KESHEN CHESED COMMITTEE

You Can Help Another Shul Member!

 ubh,ufn kfk vnka vtupr vkgvu wv,t ub,kv, hf gaubu ubghauv vprbu 'v ubtpr 
/v,t injru intb wtpur lkn kt�hf 

Heal us, G–d—then we will be healed; save us —then we will be saved, for You are our praise.
 Bring complete recovery for all our ailments, for You are G–d, King, the faithful and compassionate Healer.

( from Weekday Amidah)



— 34 —

April 22nd this year was an 
intertwining of Earth Day, 
Passover and Easter Monday. 

On that day at Beth Emeth, the 
Greening Committee and our Ward 

6 Councillor Pasternak co-hosted 
the program Indigenous & Jewish 
Nature & Cultural Tradition. We 
were reminded by both traditions 
not to even waste a mustard seed.
  

During the celebrations of Lag 
BaOmer and Shavuot, we thank Hashem 

for the gift of the Torah, for the enjoyment of 
this season of Harvest shared with our family and friends 
including our Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda family and for His 
numerous blessings to us including good health, enough 
food to eat and living in a peaceful country.

We will be reading the Book of Ruth that identifies Ruth as 
an ethical unwavering, devoted, spiritual role-model who 
faces and struggles with the challenges of widowhood, 
displacement to a foreign country and culture, as well as 
near-poverty conditions with perseverance and ethical 
insight and ideals.  Ruth never wavers from her commitment 
to her mother-in-law and to Hashem.

Today, we face the challenges of both food insecurity 
and food waste. Recently, the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change stated that climate change brings,“risk of 
food insecurity and the breakdown of food systems linked 
to warming, drought, flooding, and precipitation variability 
and extremes.” 

Let’s be pioneers, to initiate bold new concepts for 
intelligent and healthy Zero Food Waste projects bringing 
all proactive neighbours united and standing together and 
behind making our communities even greater.

Mel and I wish you, your families and friends a joyous 
zero food waste Lag BaOmer and 
Shavuot.

Hilda Swirsky, RN, BScN, Med
Chair, Greening Committee

GREENING COMMITTEE 
“Wellness Warriors, Embody the Spirit”

Attendees and speakers including Toronto City 
Councillor James Pasternak at Beth Emeth’s Earth 
Day event, discussing Indigenous & Jewish Nature 

& Cultural Traditions on April 22.

The Green Committee invites you to join us for:  

Practical Ways to Reduce Food Waste  
and Save Money

Featuring: 
Elizabeth Jassem

Principal Founder of iDOME, committed to Engagement 
and Sustainabilty towards creating Inclusive, Age-Friendly 

Vibrant Communities. 

Monday June 24 at 7:00 pm
Cost: $5, Refreshments will be served  

Tessler Lounge

Call the office to reserve your spot for this illuminating 
topic: 416-633-3838
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APEX KOSHER CATERING

APEX Kosher Catering is proud to be the resident 
exclusive caterer at Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 
Synagogue. A new and emerging company, 

certified by COR, brings trusted experience and 
cutting edge culinary and event design to the GTA. Our 
executive chef Roshan Wanasingha is an extremely 
passionate and driven culinary master with more than 
20 years experience in four different countries. He 
incorporates international flair and techniques to his 
menus, catering to the broad cultural palate that defines 
Toronto’s most discerning clients. Roshan ensures that 
everything coming from his kitchen is exceptional in 
taste and presentation.

Roshan, along with his talented business partner 
Mauricio Pozos, deliver exceptional customer service 
and event execution to the kosher culinary world. 
Mauricio Pozos is the event director at APEX. His 
professional experience in the hospitality industry 
over the last 25 years, offers quality of event 
management that is second to none. Mauricio’s 
personable demeanor and attention to detail instills 
confidence and trust with his clients, enabling him to 
deliver dynamic and memorable functions. Adding 
to the talented team of APEX is Jay Stochinsky. Jay 
loves food and he loves people. Therefore, catering is 
something he takes to heart. Jay has been involved in 
the catering industry for the past 25 years. He started 
as a Mashgiach, where he was able to interact with 
many establishments in the Kosher food industry and 

later, he expanded into ownership ventures in the 
Kosher catering industry.

APEX Kosher Catering has already established itself 
as the preferred kosher caterer of choice at many 
venues across the city of Toronto. The quality of food, 
presentation and event design has quickly put APEX 
Kosher Catering on the map. Already the kosher 
caterer of choice for private functions across the city, 
APEX has a bright future, setting a new standard for 
kosher catering.

Whether you are hosting a wedding, bar/bat 
mitzvah, baby naming or birthday celebration; we’ve 
got you covered. Our custom menus are innovative 
and created to suit your taste and cover your culinary 
preferences and guests’ dietary restrictions. Equipped 
with a fully-operational kitchen trailer – we are able 
to provide full-service catering off-site at even the most 
limited facilities. The guessed experience is our team’s 
top priority and we have the right people in place to 
deliver.

Book your next kosher event with APEX Kosher 
Catering and trust that your guests will experience an 
unforgettable event. For booking inquiries, contact the 
APEX Kosher office today!

416.901.5044 OR 416.570.3543
m@apexkoshercatering.com
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A Message from the Kesher Staff,

We wish to remind you that the meaning of 
Kesher is “Connection” – our connection to 
the membership. Our aim is to inform the 
members of current and future programs 
via short articles and eye-catching visual 

displays. The Editorial Committee reserves 
the right to edit all submissions.

We regret any errors and omissions that 
may occur. Please call the office to make 

corrections.

A happy Shavuot to all!
Barbara, Freda and Tevy

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

We thank our sponsors and advertisers 
for their support:

Carey and Sharon Rosenzweig
CaringOrganizer

SHARE YOUR SIMCHA  
WITH THE COMMUNITY! 

The Beth Emeth mobile sign is available 
for rental to express your Mazel Tov wishes. 

For more information call Christine at 
416.633.3838 ext. 288.

Shabbat Greeters 
Help maintain decorum during Shabbat Services 

with this important mitzvah! 
Please contact Freda in the the office for information 

on how YOU can become a greeter. 
High school students can earn volunteer hours too! 

Lots of opportunities to volunteer. Email freda@beby.org

Hashkama Minyan Kiddush 
$72 / 3 for $180

Congregational Kiddush
Members $360; non-members $500 

Seudah Shlisheet 
Members $180; non-members $250 

Daily Breakfast (includes eggs)
 Members $100; non-members $120 

Upgraded menus also available.

Contact Sari Birnbaum 
to arrange your sponsorship. 

reception@beby.org 
or call 416.633.3838

SPONSORSHIPS
Honour your loved ones and your family 

milestones with a sponsorship at Beth Emeth.

Let us know which minyan you can “adopt” and the frequency 
you will attend (weekly, bi-weekly, monthly etc).

Email us at: ritual@beby.org
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FRUMBA! 
WOMEN’S CARDIO DANCE FITNESS 
Sponsored by BEBY Sisterhood

Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm 
Learn simple, easy to follow fun dance step fitness routines, set to uplifting and exciting 
music. Enjoy a great social hour and get a total workout that’s so much fun, it never 
feels like work at all!  All ages welcome and no previous experience is needed.

Please note that class will only run with sufficient numbers registered. For pricing and 
drop-in rates, any questions and to sign up, contact Bette at frumbadance@gmail.com 

CELEBRATING 39 YEARS!  

Gan Yeladim Day Care, located in Beth Emeth Synagogue since 1980, is a warm, loving day care for children 
aged 18 months to 6 years.  Gan Yeladim offers a full day of fun and varied programming, rich in Jewish 
content, that will introduce your child to new experiences and foster their development.  All staff are 

qualified and experienced ECE teachers who provide the children at the centre with the education, love and 
support to help them grow and thrive.

Gan Yeladim provides hot, kosher, dairy and parve lunches and 2 snacks daily. SPACES AVAILABLE NOW ! 
For further information or to register, please contact us at 416.638.1796 or administrator@ganyeladim.com

GA
N YELADIM

 

Seniors’ GENTLE Exercise Group
Sponsored by Sisterhood. 

Led by Circle of Care personnel. Bi-weekly.
Tuesdays & Thursdays  11:00 am - 12:00 noon 

FREE! Call the office to register.  
A signed waiver is required.

REGULAR PROGRAMS
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Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda offers you several convenient ways to send meaningful gifts, celebrate special occasions and life 
cycle events, and commemorate people who are important to you and your family.   

• Tax deductible receipts will be issued 
• Your gift will be acknowledged in future Kesher issues or at sponsored events (at your  

discretion). 

1. Send a beautifully inscribed card. 

 

Help support Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda with a card directed to 

the fund of your choice. Minimum donation $18.00. Card and 

postage are included with your donation and are mailed out 

within 2 business days of your request.  

                

❑  Aleph Beit Chadash School  

❑  Cantor Danto Music Library 

❑  Cantor Guber Discretionary Fund 

❑  Chesed Fund   

❑  Chesed Knitters 

❑  Community Assistance 

❑  Continuing Education Fund 

❑  Czech Torah Scroll Fund 

❑  Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden 

❑  Greening Fund 

❑  Barbara & Norton Grimson Chanukah Toy Drive 

❑  High Holy Day Machzorim 

❑  Holocaust Education Fund 

❑  Israel Fund 

❑  Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship 

❑  The Kadima Centre  

❑  Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah 

❑  Kelman Endowment Fund 

❑  Library Fund 

❑  Mitzvah Fund 

❑   Music Fund 

❑  New Machzor Fund 

❑  Out of the Cold (Homelessness) 

❑  Rabbi Lipson Discretionary Fund 

❑  Rabbi Morrison Discretionary Fund 

❑  Ron Kobric Talmud Collection $100/volume 

❑  Prayer Book $54   

❑  Chumash $108   

❑  Torah Maintenance    

2.   Sponsor a Kiddush* or Oneg Shabbat:   

                

❑  Hashkama Minyan $72 or 3 for $180 

❑  Daily morning breakfast from $100 

❑  Congregational Shabbat Kiddush from $360 ($500 NM) 

❑  Seudah Shlisheet from $180 

❑  Mini Minyan (Jr. Cong) — Various Amounts 

❑  Friday Night  — Various Amounts  

❑  Youth Kiddush  — $36 

❑  Weekly Shabbat Bulletin - $180 

 

3.   Sponsor a Continuing Education Program.  

 

As the donor, your name will, at your discretion, be featured 

on all promotional literature and publicly acknowledged at 

the event. You will also be invited to meet and introduce the 

speaker. We will call you to discuss the specific program you 

wish to sponsor:  

 

❑ Class or Study Group from $54 

❑ Lecture Sponsorship from $360 

❑ Scholar-in-Residence Weekend from $3600 

 

4.  Legacy Planning.   

 

These gifts may include bequests, life insurance, RRSP’s and 

RRIF’s, stocks and securites. Call for more information if you 

are interested in establishing a legacy gift at Beth Emeth.  

 

5. Other Opportunities include:  

 

Lerman Chapel Dedications, Tessler Lounge, The Samuel 

Edelstein Children’s Garden and The Community Hub. Call 

the office for more information on these and other donor 

opportunities.

Invest in a World of Jewish Experience.  
Make Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda a destination point for your charitable giving. 

For all your charitable giving hbbv 

* Contact the office for meat kiddush pricing.
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SHEMOT
20. MISHPATIM
24. VAYEKHEL(A)
25. VAYEKHEL(S) 
BAMIDBAR 
46. MATTOT 
DEVARIM 
48. DEVARIM

SPECIAL HAFTAROT 
65. SUKKOT (DAY 2)
74. HA’ CHODESH
77. PESACH (DAY 2)
79. PESACH (DAY 7) 
82. SHAVUOT (DAY 2)
83. TISHA B’AV (MORNING) 
84. FAST DAYS (AFTERNOON) 

The cost of a haftarah dedication is $750.00 and your payment in full 
when you commit would be greatly appreciated. However, members 
may choose to pay for their dedication in up to 5 equal payments. 

Please fill out the attached pledge form and return to the synagogue 
office.

Donor’s Name:__________________________________ 
Address:_______________________________________
City and Postal Code: ____________________________
Office Phone: ___________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________________________
Haftarah: (Please select the corresponding haftarah  
with the number next to it)
Choice 1: _____ Choice 2:  ______  Choice 3:  _______
Dedication: _____________________________________

MasterCard  q  or VISA  q  

Card Number:  __________________________________________
Expiry Date:______________        
Cardholder’s Name:_______________________________
I am paying in  _____ installments of $ ________ = $750.00   
or I am enclosing ____ cheque(s) for $ ________ = $750.00

Signature:_____________________Date:__________________

Fax form to 416.633.3153 or mail to  
100 Elder Street, Tor, M3H 5G7

Dedications might include the following: 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah • The anniversary of a past Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
• Birth of a child or grandchild  • Wedding anniversary • 

Graduation  • Yahrzeit or other memorial dedication  
• Public service honour • Other significant milestones

TERUMAH CAMPAIGN 2019

Terumah is Beth Emeth’s annual campaign to raise additional funds to support our goal of full inclusion. No one should 
ever be refused based on their ability to contribute. Terumah contributions are voluntary gifts that enable you to make 
a difference in the lives of our fellow members. The principle is simple: to deliver on a promise made a long time ago 

that no member will ever be left behind.

The following people have contributed to Terumah from January 22nd 2019 to April 30th 2019.

Adele Fogle
Allen & Simone Koffman

Amir & Julia Roizman
Avrom & Shirley Gossack 

Daniel Richmond 
Ethel Gasner 

Harold & Judith Bricks 

Howard & Joan Segal 
Helen Bossin l”z 

Jason & Terry Swaye 
Jerrold & Robin Lerman

Keith & Gail Hammerschlag
Larry & Darlene Wronzberg

Sheldon & Marilyn Berg

TERUMAH APPEAL INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES

BROTHERHOOD SEFER HAFTARAH PLEDGE FORM



— 40 —

BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA 
TERUMAH APPEAL

STRENGTHEN THE FOUNDATION AND INSURE THE FUTURE
FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
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Name:                                                                      Address:                                                                                 

Phone Number:                                                         Email:                                                                                     
 
YES! I would like to contribute to the Beth Emeth Annual campaign with a gift of:  

q $100  q $200  q $360  q $500  q Other                        
 
PAYMENT INFORMATION  
q Cheque payable to Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda (BEBY)  OR  Charge my  q MasterCard   q Visa   q AmEx 

Credit Card No.                                                                       Exp. Date                       

Name on Card                                                                               CVV                               

Signature                                                              

BEBY LEGACY
AD MEAH V’ESRIM

UNTIL 120

ACCESSIBILITY
& 

SECURITY

TIKKUN OLAM: 
CHESED CHARITABLE ACTS 

OF KINDNESS

Beth Emeth is a traditional synagogue, 
and continues to remain a vibrant 
multi-generational community. Your 
support will ensure that BEBY continues 
to create and provide an embracing 
and supportive setting that stregnthens 
our Jewish legacy.
• Adult Education Programming
• Young Family and Next-Gen 

Programs
• Seniors Programs
• New High Holy Day Machzorim
• Shabbat Community Dinners
• Holiday Programming

Construction of our building concluded 
in 1965. Since then, building 
standards, security protocols have 
changed and our commitment to 
improving the accessibility for our 
congregants are of the highest priority. 
The shul is currently undergoing 
renovations and improvements:
• Elevator project to connect all five 

floors
• Upgrade our security systems 

such as cameras, alarms, locks, 
personnel

• Enhance our building’s Integrated 
Assisted Hearing Systems

• Aleph Beit Chadash Hebrew School
• Kadima
• Out of the Cold
• Seniors Gentle Exercise
• Bathurst Manor Community Hub
• Passover Food Drive
• The Norton and Barbara Grimson l”z 

Chanukah Toy Drive
• Homebound visits
• Bikur Cholim
• Shiva visits and meals

RETURN THIS FORM BY EMAILING: info@beby.org   OR MAIL TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 100 Elder Street, Toronto ON M3H 5G7

Signature                                        

OR DONATE ONLINE AT: beby.org/ payment.php and select the “Terumah” option in the Payment Type

ACCESSIBILITY: IMPROVING BETH EMETH’S FOUNDATIONS  
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
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Friday, May 31. 6 pm
Start of Summer Shabbatini

Friday night drinks, refreshments and a special Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service with Cantor Guber

Sunday, June 2. 12 pm
Bata Shoe Museum

Light lunch with bus leaving from shul to museum for 
guided tour

Presented by BEBY Boomers

Sunday, June 2. 2:30 pm
Kadima Concert

Performing songs of our Jewish learning throughout the 
year 

Tuesday, June 4. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach Conversation Cafe
A Moment in Time, A Moment to Rhyme –  

Poetry Reading with Rosalie Shadlyn

Sunday, June 9. 8:45 am
Graduation  

Recognition Shavuot

Tuesday, June 11. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach Conversation Cafe

Father’s Day Celebration – an Ode to Fathers

Wednesday, June 12. 7:30 pm
Reel & Spiel

Sunday, June 16. 2 pm
Kadima Father’s Day BBQ

Tuesday, June 18. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach Conversation Cafe

 Movie with Rabbi Lipson

Sunday, June 23. 10 am
Jerry Gray

Experiences and stories from his time with The Travellers

Monday, June 24. 7 pm
Practical Ways to Reduce Food Waste  

and Save Money 
With Elizabeth Jassem from iDome.

Presented by the Greening Committee

Tuesday, June 25. 12 pm
Club Sameach Conversation Cafe

Big Bang Music with Esther and Rudy
Closing Luncheon

Monday, July 1
Brotherhood Harbour Cruise

Tuesday, July 2
Brotherhood Blue Jays Game

Wednesday, July 3-Sunday July 7
FJMC International Convention
At the Westin Harbour Castle Hotel

Sunday, August 11. 10 am
“The 24 Jews of China”

Presented by the Continuing Education Committee

Wednesday, August 14
BEBY Boomers BBQ + Movie Night

Wednesday, August 21. 7:30 pm
The Role of Jewish Media in a Non-Jewish 

World  
With Yoni Goldstein and Mordechai Ben-Dat

Wednesday, September 25
Steve Long

“How a to fight antisemitism through the lens of an 
Ecumen Christian”

Monday, October 21-Tuesday, October 22
Jewbilation!

A celebration of the Czech Sefer Torah!

UPCOMING BEBY EVENTS

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL 
UPCOMING EVENTS, VISIT  

BEBY.ORG/UPCOMINGEVENTS 
OR CALL 416.633.3838
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Gibraltar

Portugal

Jewish Heritage Tour
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda

October 27-November 10 2019

Spain

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue is planning a Jewish Heritage Tour of  
Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar in October 2019!

 
For two weeks - beginning on October 27 and concluding on November 10 - participants will 
have a special opportunity to participate in an unforgettable experience where they will 

be able to see and learn in person the rich Jewish history of the Iberian Peninsula. 
Included in the itinerary are Barcelona, Girona, Seville, Lisbon, Gibraltar and many more 

amazing cities and sights. You’ll also get a chance to:

REGISTER AND LEARN MORE AT:
BEBY.ORG/JEWISHHERITAGETOUR2019

• Walk in the footsteps of some of the greatest Jewish scholars in history,  
including the Rambam and Ramban

• Visit the Alhambra Palace, where the expulsion order of Spanish Jewry was signed
• Unique opportunity to celebrate Shabbat in Gibraltar together with their still-thriving Jewish community
• Castelo de Vide, home of the oldest synagogue in Portugal



Jewbilation!

Join the entire Beth Emeth community  
for a grand festival celebrating the Czech Sefer Torah!

A Celebration of the Czech Torah

REGISTER AT: BEBY.ORG/EVENT/JEWBILATION

Sponsorship opportunities available: Contact  the office - 416.633.3838

3597261

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue
100 Elder Street  
Toronto ON M3H 5G7
416.633.3838 | www.beby.org

COMING OCTOBER 2019!


