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ONGOING WEEKLY [VIRTUAL] PROGRAMS

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

12:00 PM – Rabbi 
Morrison’s Study 
Class 

3:30 PM - Virtual 
Co� ee and 
Conversation

12:00 PM – Rabbi 
Morrison’s Study 
Class

9:30 AM - Te� llah 
Training with Rabbi 
David

12:00 PM – Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi Lipson

1:30 PM – Virtual Book 
Club (Alternate weeks) 

3:30 PM - Virtual Co� ee 
and Conversation

6:00 PM – Torah 
Reading with Shlomo

12:00 PM – Rabbi 
Morrison’s Study 
Class 

5:00 PM – Young 
Families Songs ‘n 
Stories with Rabbi 
David and Bryna 

6:00 PM – Early 
Kabbalat Shabbat 
with Cantor 
Guber

After Shabbat – 
Havdallah service 
with Cantor 
Guber

To RSVP, or if you have questions, 
call us at 416 392 1371
or send us an email:
councillor_pasternak@toronto.ca

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

www.jamespasternak.ca/townhall

Hosted by
Your Councillor for York Centre Mayor

Special guest

You are invited to submit your questions and tune in:
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Dear Congregational Family,

T   his edition of the Kesher is unlike any previous 
issue. In fact, our individual and collective lives have 
changed dramatically since the combined Purim-

Pesach edition.

If there is one particular Jewish value word that comes to 
my mind these days, it is the word Kesher, which means Kesher, which means Kesher
connection. For over six decades, members of Beth Emeth 
have connected with each other in a shared physical space, 
most often at 100 Elder Street. At times, we have met at 
other physical venues as well. We have taken for granted 
the notion of sitting near each other for prayer, study, 
meetings, socialization, and more. We have also been used 
to connecting through the medium of printed magazines, 
fl iers, and posters.

Since the onset of the Coronavirus, we have had to connect 
in new ways, mostly through di� erent forms of social 
media. We have made phone calls to each other. We 
have connected via Zoom, Facebook, and other means to 
continue praying, studying, and socializing with each other 
in this new world of virtual synagogue.

The Hebrew word Kesher (קשר) has a Biblical antecedent. ) has a Biblical antecedent. )
When Joseph’s brothers appeal to the viceroy that Jacob 
not be separated from Benjamin, the Torah says: “V’Nafsho 
KESHURA v’Nafsho - And his (Jacob’s) soul is connected 
to his (Benjamin’s) soul.”

The Torah speaks of an absolute connection between a 
parent and a child, between members of a family. The 
connection is more than physical; it is spiritual.

A synagogue community like 
ours is a family. We share a 
“Kesher-connection” which is 
very deep. Many generations 
are connected at Beth Emeth. 
Many of us connect to our 
Judaism through the values 
represented by our shul.

Throughout the ages, the 
methods of connecting 
have evolved. The constant 
is people being connected 
to each other and to God 
through the means of Torah, 
Mitzvot, and Jewish tradition 
in a general sense.

We will soon celebrate Shavuot in a similar way to 
our virtual celebration of Pesach this year. Shavuot 
commemorates the initial Kesher-connection between 
God and the Jewish people through the giving of the Ten 
Commandments and the Torah as a whole.

I pray that the connection of you and our synagogue will 
remain absolute, even as the forms of how we connect 
have to change for the time being. As the Torah says about 
Jacob and Benjamin, the same is true of you and me, or 
every member with our shul,

“V’Nafsho KESHURA v’Nafsho - And one’s soul is 
connected to the soul of one another.”

Rabbi Howard Morrison

rabbi@beby.org

RABBI HOWARD MORRISON
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RABBI LESLIE LIPSON

Shavuot: Strengthening the Ties that Bind Without 
Suff ocating

The Talmud relates the following story about Rabbi 
Akivah and his students:

It is said that Rabbi Akivah had twelve thousand 
pairs of disciples between Gabbath and Antipatris. All 
died during his lifetime, at the same time, between 
Passover and Shavuot, because they did not treat 
one another with respect. The world was desolate 
[understood by commentators as ‘the world was 
without Torah], until Rabbi Akivah came to our 
masters in the south and taught them Torah. He 
taught Rebbe Meir, Rebbe Yehuda, Rebbe Yose, 
Rebbe Shimon, and Rebbe Elazar Ben Shammua. 
He said to them, “The previous disciples died only 
because they begrudged one another the knowledge 
of Torah. See to it that you do not act like them.” 
They rose and fi lled the Land of Israel with Torah. 
(Yebamot 62b). 

Every so often we need to be reminded that we must build 
bridges with our fellow Jews, stand united alongside our 
fellow Jews, strengthen our own observance, and our own 
Jewish identity. Every so often we need to be reminded of 
the tsuris we cause ourselves when we fail to respect each 
other and treat each other like a mensch. Rabbi Akivah’s 
students were wiped out by a plague caused by the lack 
of respect they demonstrated for each other and by 
association, the lack of respect and love they had for Klal 
Yisroel. The Midrash teaches that Torah binds each scholar 
and each Jew to the other, and when we don’t treat our 
people in a respectful manner, we damage Klal Yisroel. The 
Holiday of Shavuot, which will occur Thursday night May 
28th through Saturday night May 30th, focuses upon Jews 
coming together, standing as one people, receiving the 
privileges and accepting the obligations of Torah.  

B’nai Yisroel fl ed Egypt, traveling towards the eventual 
revelation at Sinai. In the Torah’s narrative, we read the 
following verse concerning the third month of our freedom 
that includes the holiday of Shavuot:

V’Yisu M’Rifi dim, V’Yavo’u Midbar Sinai, V’Yachanu 
b’Midbar, V’Yachan Sham Yisroel Neged Ha’Har 
– They traveled from Refi dim, they came to the 
wilderness of Sinai, they pitched their tents in the 
wilderness, and there Israel camped at the foot of the 
mountain (Ex. 19:1-2). 

All the verbs in these verses are in the plural form except for 
the last verb – V’Yachan Sham Yisroel Neged Ha’Har. As the 
time drew nearer to receiving God’s gift of the Torah (Matan 
Torah), the plural form becomes the singular form. “They” 
becomes “Yisroel”. Torah and the preparation necessary to 
receive it and live it bound this people into one unit. Upon 
receiving the Torah, “the entire people responded with one 

voice and they said,’ all the 
words that the Lord has 
spoken, we will do’” (Ex. 
24:3). 

From the Biblical narrative 
and the Talmudic narrative 
we learn two vital lessons. 
First, Torah is supposed to 
unify, Torah is supposed 
to bind us to our fellow 
Jews. Second, we learn 
that Shavuot, the festival 
that commemorates Matan 
Torah, the giving of the 
Torah, is also known as Chag Ha’Atzeret, the Holiday of 
the gathering. Jewish congregations, Jewish communities 
and Jews in Israel and in the Diaspora (Galut) are bound 
together by one very strong and sacred thread: Torah. Torah 
is the thread that connects us to our past, both ancient and 
recent. Torah is the thread that connects us to our future, our 
children and grandchildren. Torah is the thread that connects 
us to each other.  The less we know, the less we learn, 
the less we study, and the less we live Torah and observe 
Commandments, the looser the thread of Torah, and the 
more tenuous the lifeline, the greater the spiritual desolation. 
Likewise, the more we know, the more we learn, the more we 
live and observe Torah and Mitzvot, the stronger that thread, 
the greater the connection to our past present and future, 
our ancestors, ourselves and our children. 

Pesach taught us that we should have experienced the Seder 
as if we had experienced the Exodus fi rst hand. On Shavuot, 
we are reminded that we experienced the revelation at Sinai, 
and that we all stood at Sinai and received Torah. “Not with 
you alone do I seal this covenant and this imprecation but 
with whoever is here, standing with us today before Hashem 
our God, and with whoever is not here with us today” (Deut. 
29:13-14). Spiritually, all those who came before and all those 
who came after the generation that left Egypt (you and I) 
stood at Sinai and received Torah. No, we cannot physically 
relive such a moment again. We can commemorate Shavuot, 
and stand together once a year as Am Echad, as one nation. 
More importantly we should learn the lesson of Rabbi 
Akivah’s students, and B’nai Yisroel, Torah is to be learned 
and lived every day. Learning Torah, living Torah, respecting 
others and behaving like a mensch cannot be confi ned to 
once a year. Torah must be lived and learned every day. 
By doing so, it permits us to build bridges and to connect; 
connect to God, and our loved ones. However, it also allows 
us to connect to our fellow Jews.               

Chag Sameach,                        

Rappi Lipson 

rabbilipson@beby.org



RABBI DAVID GRUNDLANDRABBI DAVID GRUNDLAND

Shalom Beth Emeth, 

Let me start by saying how much I am missing shul 
during the Covid-19 shutdown. Though I am connecting 
to our kehillah on the phone and through online 

programs and classes, the physical distance from our 
community, and even from our building, is not easy. On top 
of that, our house has become a classroom, schoolyard, 
and all around balagan, while my wife and I work to try and balagan, while my wife and I work to try and balagan
ensure that our kids are learning and engaged in school as 
much as possible. 

With that said, I feel a tremendous amount of gratitude 
because of how involved we get to be in our kids’ schooling. 
We are active parts of their educational experience. In 
the Shma Yisrael declaration, we are taught “Shma Yisrael declaration, we are taught “Shma Yisrael V’shinantam 
L’vanecha – And you shall teach your children”. Now we get 
to live up to that, even if not by choice! The Hebrew word 
for parent, Horeh, shares a root (Horeh, shares a root (Horeh shoresh) with the Hebrew shoresh) with the Hebrew shoresh
word for teacher, Moreh. These words also share a shoresh Moreh. These words also share a shoresh Moreh
with the word Torah, which means teaching.  Torah, which means teaching.  Torah

At the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, as we all stood 
together, k’ish echad b’lev echad, as one person with one k’ish echad b’lev echad, as one person with one k’ish echad b’lev echad
heart (Rashi on Shmot 19:2), we acknowledged that “we 
are all in this together”. Shavuot is the ultimate collective 
experience.  

 “We’re all in this together.”  

It’s a nice, well-meaning sentiment, but how can we feel 
connected to our community and to Shavuot while each 
in our own homes, away from our, collective, Beth Emeth 
home? My answer is the same as the one we gave as a 
nation at Har Sinai: 

 “Na’aseh V’nishma – We will do and we will hear”  

Our sages teach that the 
Torah was given in the desert 
to show that Torah is not tied 
to any specifi c person, place, 
or “normal” living condition. 
(Mechilta, Shmot 19:1:5) 
This Shavuot, we will each 
be responsible, in our own 
homes, to be a Horeh and a Horeh and a Horeh
Moreh, to learn and to teach Moreh, to learn and to teach Moreh
Torah. Your 

Beth Emeth clergy team will 
be prerecording “late-night” 
study for Shavuot. BEBY 
NEXTgen will continue with 
pre-Shabbat family sing-
alongs, including a special Shavuot edition. Our goal this 
Shavuot is to celebrate the gift of Torah, Matan Torah, by Matan Torah, by Matan Torah
connecting through our learning even while apart, and 
our goal for these uncertain times is to stay socially and 
spiritually connected while maintaining physical distance. 

Your Beth Emeth family is here to support you. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out. 

Stay safe, stay healthy, and Chag Shavuot Sameach! 

Rabbi David Grundland

Ritual Director and NEXT GEN Engagement Director
rabbidavid@beby.org



A   unique feature of receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai is that the entire Jewish community was 
present. Of course, most Jewish lifecycle events are 

characterized by the presence of community. 

It’s a signifi cant part of what makes them meaningful to us. 

We are all adjusting to the restrictions imposed as a result 
of Covid 19. Many of us are quarantined with family. This 
has been both a blessing a challenge. After more than two 
months of the “new abnormal” we are hopeful that we are 
nearing the end of our time in isolation and looking forward 
to resuming our normal routine: work, shopping, visiting, 
haircuts, errands and of course, coming to shul. 

The truth is we don’t know when this will happen- and 
when it does, what will it look like? 

And how will it feel?  

These questions add another layer of uncertainty and 
insecurity to an unprecedented chapter in recent human 
history. Rabbi Rachel Barenblat likens this sense to an 
icon with whom most of you are familiar. She wrote “the 
fi ddler on the roof in Annatevka represents the miracle 
of the human spirit: singing out - sometimes in pain and 
sometimes in joy, making music and marking holy time, 
even when life feels precarious”. 

Of course, life is always precarious but lately, it has been 
feeling particularly so. We now have to navigate all kinds 
of ways to fi nd comfort and connection in the absence of 
many of our go-to’s: we “distance walk”, cook and deliver 
food and sometimes even brave a driveway or curbside 
visit. We’ve called, emailed, face-timed and zoomed…and 
zoomed…and zoomed.

One of the interesting things about this quarantine is the 
perspective it has o� ered. So many things that I took 
for granted, or were unremarkable, have taken on new 
meaning and have unique importance.

Last weekend, for the fi rst time 
since our daughter’s wedding in 
early March, we saw all  four of 
our children and their partners 
(at a very   s  p  r   e   a   d    out 
backyard barbecue) for a special 
and long overdue “minyan” of 
sorts. It was a wonderful evening 
that felt like a gift. 

Before this started I would have 
thought I’d miss the freedom 
to go where and when I liked. I 
realize now that the only thing I 
really miss is people. I miss saying hello to the morning and 
evening “minyanaires”, the people popping in to say hello 
or ask a question or introduce themselves (I’m still new 
here though it feels like it’s been years). I miss schmoozing 
at Kiddush after Shabbat services. I miss the hustle and 
bustle in the building and the buzz of almost constant 
activity. 

The Jewish holidays are often associated with particular 
foods: hamentaschen for Purim, my husband’s hand-made 
egg noodles for Pesach and of course, cheesecake for 
Shavuot. 

My new son-in-law has made his annual request for my 
cheesecake, celebrating how cool it is that we Jews have a 
“cheesecake holiday”. 

There continues much to celebrate. Ever forward…but 
slowly.

Wishing you all a happy and meaningful Shavuot,

Candace Vogel

Executive Director
candace@beby.org
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
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THE VIEW FROM THE VA’AD

Dear Friends,

As I sit here refl ecting on the sentiment that I would like 
to express to our congregation, I choose to look at the 
silver linings that have come from being quarantined 

over the last few weeks.  Spending days at home with my wife 
Susan has not been much of a change, but we have certainly 
enjoyed spending our evenings watching new shows togeth-
er. She has been knitting up a storm, and I recently baked 
challah for my fi rst time! During Passover, we had the oppor-
tunity to have a Zeder (zoom seder) with my entire family. 
Even though it was only on a screen, it was wonderful to see 
over 25 boxes of familiar faces in front of me. It was the fi rst 
time we had managed to all be together in some time, and it 
was a Passover I will never forget. One of my favourite things 
to do these days is reaching out to many of our members to 
see how they are doing. Through this process I have been 
able to make new friends and get reacquainted with old ones. 
Each day I get to speak to my daughter in New York as she 
endeavours to stay engaged with the Jewish graduate stu-
dent community at Columbia University through her role at 
Columbia/Barnard Hillel, whether it is  hosting virtual Shab-
bat dinners, trivia nights, or sending care packages to stu-
dents who are now scattered around the world. I get to speak 
to my son in Calgary, hearing about how he navigates the 
challenges of working from home in his job with the Calgary 
Flames, faced with so many unknowns regarding the upcom-
ing NHL season. As for my two sons and daughter-in-laws 
who live nearby, we are so lucky to be able to spend some 
time together while socially distanced in our backyard.

As you can imagine, it is unsettling to not be able to pray 
inside our sanctuary after attending services with this com-
munity in our home on Elder Street for so many years. I would 
like to thank the clergy for rapidly transitioning to provide 
a virtual service alternative to meet the needs of our com-
munity during this di�  cult time, for allowing me to fulfi ll my 
personal obligation to prayer, and for providing a support 
network when we need it most. Even more so now, it is clear 
to me that this synagogue will always be there for me, for my 
family, and for all of the members of our community.

Our community is powered by the individuals within it. I am 
acutely aware of the fi nancial hardships that so many are 
facing in our current state of many unknowns, and unfortu-
nately our synagogue is no di� erent. As you may know, our 
membership contributions account for 62% of our annual 
budget. The remaining funding comes from catering revenue 
and donations, both of which are at a near standstill right 
now. If you are in a position to make a gift at the time, please 
consider supporting Beth Emeth with a donation, real estate 
naming rights, endowments, or one of the many other items 
in our menu of opportunities. Terumah this year will be even 

more important, as the funds are 
used to support those who can’t 
a� ord membership. Our policy will 
not change. 
No one is turned away from our 
community because of their in-
ability to pay. Our community is 
powered by the individuals within 
it, which is why we look to each of 
you to contribute what you can to 
sustain our synagogue.

I am not sure where the following originated, but I found it 
interesting and wanted to share it with you:

The o�  cial COVID-19 lockdown started March 23 and started 
to peak around May 1st. That is EXACTLY 40 days. The Latin 
root of the word “quarantine” is “forty”. So, what does the 
Bible say about 40?

The fl ood lasted 40 days. 40 years Moses fl ed Egypt. 40 days 
Moses stayed on Mount Sinai to receive the Commandments. 
Exodus lasted 40 years. The average number of weeks for 
human gestation is 40. 40 days from Chodesh Elul through 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the time of deepest intro-
spection and refl ection on the changes we want to make. It is 
the time of preparing a person, or people, to make a funda-
mental change. Something will happen after these 40 days. 
Remember, whenever the number 40 appears in the Bible, 
there is a “change”.

We must remember that during this quarantine rivers are 
cleaning up, vegetation is growing, the air is becoming clean-
er because of less pollution, there is less theft and murder.  
Families are getting more in touch and connected, better ap-
preciating loved ones and what they have, and most import-
antly, people are turning to their faith.
The Earth is at rest for the fi rst time in many years and hearts 
are truly transforming.

Remember we are in the year 2020, and 20 + 20 = 40.
Lastly, 2020 is perfect vision. May our sight focus on Hashem 
and living according to his perfect vision for us, knowing he 
holds us in the palm of his hand. May these days of “quaran-
tine” bring spiritual renewal to our souls, our nation, and our 
world.

That’s what we really need.

Allan M. Snow

Immediate Past President
pastprez@beby.org



I believe an underlying message of Shavout is one of 
altruistic behavior and everyone recognizing their 
potential of doing good, refraining from being selfi sh and 

addressing the question of “What can I do for you?”

Picking up on this theme, I’m using this section of the 
Kesher to introduce our board members. For this Shavuot 
“Banter” I would like to highlight Barry Stork and David 
Suchter.

Barry joined our board in 2018.

Professionally, Barry is a senior associate lawyer at 
Clyde & Co Canada LLP and has handled a wide range of 
commercial and insurance dispute resolution work and 
represents clients at all levels of court in Ontario.  Prior 
to pursuing a law degree, he worked at Bathurst Lawn 
Memorial Park cemetery as an o�  ce employee. He has 
continued with his commitment to Bathurst Lawn,  and is 
currently the Second Vice President on their board.

Barry has been a member of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 
Synagogue since childhood and has volunteered on a 
number of committees before being elected to the Board 
of our synagogue. He is an active member of the board 
and serves on a number of committees including Legal and 
Constitution. He brings his experiences and knowledge to 
the board, providing new perspectives to discussions held 
at our Board meetings.

David also joined our board in 2018.

Professionally, his career background concentrated on 
corporate operational e�  ciencies.  He is now retired but 
previously held a position of VP of fi nance for a large 
telecommunications company, owned two successful food 
distribution companies and was professionally contracted 

by various other companies to 
implement strategies to turn 
loss operations into one of 
profi t.

David has been a member 
of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 
Synagogue since his wedding 
at the synagogue in 1975. His 
children and their families 
are active members of the 
synagogue.  He joined the 
board after years of volunteering on the Budget and 
Finance committee. As an active member of the board 
he is the chairperson for both the Catering Committee 
and the Kelman Fund. His focus on the board is to use his 
knowledge and experiences to ensure that Beth Emeth Bais 
Yehuda addresses the needs of our membership and serves 
our community.

I would like to thank all board members for their dedication 
and altruistic attitude, it is my honour to work with such a 
dedicated group of individuals. I welcome the opportunity 
through the Kesher publications to continue to introduce 
our board members to our congregation.

On behalf of Lori and my family I would like to wish 
everyone a Happy and Healthy Shavout.

Steven Greenwood

Chairman of the Board
GAASC Chair
chairman@beby.org

BOARDROOM BANTER
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS

Mazel Tov on the following 
Births
Andie Hayley, daughter to Natalie & Gerry Antman. 
Granddaughter of Rosalie & Brian Antman and Ellen 
Rivers-Osterer. Great granddaughter of Miriam Antman 
and Blanch Osterer. Lovingly remembered at this time 
are Howard Osterer and Jack & Anne Laist. 

Kaia Sydney Hudy, granddaughter of Michael & Ilene 
Kuchinsky. Lovingly remembered at this time are great-
grandparents Moe & Zelda Kuchinsky z”l.

Sophie Kaila, daughter of Josh & Jordana Stobnicky. 
Granddaughter of Arnold & Sandy Silver and Arnie 
Stobnicky. Great granddaughter of Sollie Finklestein. 
Fondly remembered at this time are the late Sylvia 
Finklestein, Norman & Regina Silver, Wolf & Kaila 
Stobnicky and Maurice & Colette Bendavid.  

Austin Jesse (AJ), son to Sari & Brian Gerskup. Brother 
of Jack & Charlie. Grandson to Rosalie & Brian Antman, 
Ron & Barb Gerksup. Great grandson to Miriam Antman. 
Lovingly remembered at this time are Anne & Jack 
Laist, Elias & Dobra Silverman, Israel & Mary Gerskup.

Mazel Tov on the following 
Bar Mitzvah
Jacob, son of Sandra & Jason Klein. Grandson of Pilar 
& Morty Weisselberg and Jackie & Tommy Klein. Great 
grandson of Yetti Weisselberg

Mazel Tov on the following 
Engagements
Devin Abrahami, daughter of Tracey Abrahami & 
Gilad Abrahami to Russell Yanofsky, son of Dianne & 
Michael Yanofsky. Granddaughter of Frances Griesman 
& the late Stanley Griesman, and Gabi Weisfeld & the 
late Louis Weisfeld, and the late S. Robert Abrahami.  
Grandson of Sarah & the late Albert Yanofsky and Zelda 
& the late Henry Korenblum

Elyse Bergman, daughter of Gail & Howard Bergman to 
Ben Shaft, son of Tali & Eli Shaft. Granddaughter of Sam 
& the late Ti� y Borenstein and Esther & the late David 
Bergman. 

Mazel Tov on these Upcoming 
Marriages
Danielle Title, daughter of Rochelle & Sheldon Title 
to Daniel Goldlist, son of Karen & Barry Goldlist. 
Granddaughter of the late Shirley & Henry Springer 
and Alice Ho� man & the late David Title. Grandson of 
Harry Goldlist & the late Eleanor Goldlist and Esther 
Abramowicz & the late Louis Abramowicz

Fern Kachuck, daughter of Sindi & Joel Kachuck to 
Josh Rosenberg, son of Judy & Elliot Rosenberg.  
Granddaughter of Yehudi & Sonia Hendler and Connie 
Kachuck and the late Ben Kachuck. Grandson of 
Pauline & Allen Rosenberg and the late Sara & Malcolm 
Goldberg

Atara Kelman, daughter of Ilana & Rabbi Jay Kelman to 
Noah Notis of Allentown, Pennsylvania, son of Alice and 
Dr. Mark Notis. Granddaughter of Barbara & Aubrey 
Abrams and the late Ruth & Rabbi Joseph Kelman. 
Grandson of Carol * Dr. Arnold Marder and Cooky and 
Dr. Michael Notis

Ally Krystal, daughter of Marcia & Steven Krystal to 
Harley Meirovich, son of Heidi & Brian Meirovich

Rachel Tobis, daughter of Lily & Lawrence Tobis to Elan 
Mendelsohn, son of Nelly & Simha Mendelsohn

Devorah Joseph, daughter of Marilyn & Sidney 
Joseph to Adam Fogel, son of Terry & Ian Fogel.  
Granddaughter of the late Helen & Albert Joseph and 
Nora Finkler and the late Bernard Finkler. Grandson of 
Lorna Ross & the late Bentzion Ross and Lucelle Fogel 
& the late Trevor Fogel

Alix Meilach-Gould, daughter of Linda Meilach-Gould & 
Paul Gould, to Michael Gilmore, son of Sharon & Gary 
Gilmore. Granddaughter of Helen Meilach and grandson 
of Ruth Zelcer 

Mazel Tov
Bailey Title, daughter of Rochelle & Sheldon Title on her 
graduation as a registered dietician

MAZEL TOV TO ALL OUR 
GRADUATES
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  We mourn the loss of our members:

  Keith Alexander, husband of Sheila Alexander

  Marjory Collis

  Sidia Cowen, wife of Joseph Cowen, mother of Mindy Kleinberg

  Lorraine Drutz

  Henry Fagan, brother of Adeline Steinbaum

  Charles Feldman, husband of Joy Feldman

  Susan Freedman

  Nathan Godfrey

  Max Goldlist

  Stanley Griesman, husband of Frances Griesman and 

  father of Tracey Abrahami    

  Henry Kleiman

  Jacquie Korn, sister of Felecia Goodman

  Anne Levine, wife of Irving Levine

  Rita Pastor, mother of Noreen Shorser

  Sally Rosen, mother of Laura Rodney

  Razy Stolberg

  Naomi Vinderline, wife of Roy Vinderline

  Rabbi Peretz Weizman

  

  BEREAVEMENTS
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We extend condolences to the following members:We extend condolences to the following members:

  Gertie Barath on the loss of her sister Esther Litz    Gertie Barath on the loss of her sister Esther Litz  

  Je� rey Block on the loss of his father David Block  Je� rey Block on the loss of his father David Block

  Dina Diamond on the loss of her brother Ronald Priemer  Dina Diamond on the loss of her brother Ronald Priemer

  Mina Goldberg on the loss of her son Neil Rybak   Mina Goldberg on the loss of her son Neil Rybak 

  Barbara Goldman on the loss of her sister Carol Freedman  Barbara Goldman on the loss of her sister Carol Freedman

  Rodica Israel on the loss of her sister Lydia Lupu  Rodica Israel on the loss of her sister Lydia Lupu

Vicki Lubell on the loss of her sister Brenda GreenVicki Lubell on the loss of her sister Brenda Green

  Mark Moness on the loss of his father Gerry Moness  Mark Moness on the loss of his father Gerry Moness

  Je�  Paso�  on the loss of his father Sidney Paso�   Je�  Paso�  on the loss of his father Sidney Paso� 

  Rosalind Reznick on the loss of her mother Paula Krakowsky  Rosalind Reznick on the loss of her mother Paula Krakowsky

  Denise Rouben on the loss of her mother Sarah Azerad  Denise Rouben on the loss of her mother Sarah Azerad

  Stewart Sable on the loss of his mother Sarah Sable  Stewart Sable on the loss of his mother Sarah Sable

  Isabella Snow on the loss of her daughter Margot Feferman  Isabella Snow on the loss of her daughter Margot Feferman

  Fred Streiman on the loss of his mother Ita Streiman  Fred Streiman on the loss of his mother Ita Streiman

  Eleanor Yutman on the loss of her brother Morris Feldman  Eleanor Yutman on the loss of her brother Morris Feldman

  Stuart Ziegler on the loss of his father Roman Zielger  Stuart Ziegler on the loss of his father Roman Zielger

  May they be comforted with all mourners in Zion & JerusalemMay they be comforted with all mourners in Zion & Jerusalem

  BEREAVEMENTS



BEBY BOOMERS
The BEBY Boomer’s Committee facilitates programs of interest 
to the demographic born between 1946-1964. We welcome all 
other age groups to attend our programs.

The BEBY Boomer’s Committee hosted a very successful 
Trivia Night on February 22nd. The event was sold out with 
approximately 200 epople in attendance on a cold wintery 
night. The Tessler Hall was filled with people having fun, 
enjoying the games, as well as a variety of tasty snacks and 
drinks. Thanks to the generosity of a number of sponsors who 
donates some very lovely gifts, we were able to hold a raffle as 
well as a 50/50 ticket sale/draw. All proceeds from the event 
are being donated to the Out of  the Cold program.

Overall, feedback from everyone who attended the event 
was very positive, with many saying they looked forward to 
attending another Trivia night next year. Our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Debbie and Frank Myers who came up 
with the idea of a Trivia night and pulled everything together 
to make this event a success, and to the rest of the Boomer 
Committee members for all their help. 

We look forward to holding more events this year, whether they 
be virtual or in person. Stay tuned. In the meantime, we extend 
our best wishes to everyone for a healthy and happy Shavuot.

Marlene White and Ruth Gilbert

Welcome to our inaugural virtual Kesher article.  We hope 
that everyone is well, and managing to stay in touch during 
these di�  cult times.  It is our intention to keep you informed 
and educated in the same way as we were able to before.  
However, the big change comes in being able to watch a 
lecture or movie from the comfort of your own home.

Continuing Education had several very interesting programs 
scheduled during March and April that we have had to 
postpone as the synagogue shut down.  We now plan on 
bringing these programs to you online.  With your weekly 
e-blast you will see dates and details for our upcoming 
programs.

Starting o�  in May,  Willy Lindo will present a wonderful 
lecture about his experiences growing up Jewish in Jamaica, 
and details about the Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean.  We 
will then have our member Bruria Cooperman unveil her 
new book, For This I Survived, which is based on her family 
experiences during the Holocaust.

There are numerous other lectures we have on our list 
such as Terri Klein who talks about calming the busy mind 
and interacting with your children during stressful times.  
Educator Amnon Zohar from Ryerson University speaks on 
a number of topics relating to Israel and the Middle East 
region.  Coming soon will be Phyllis Taylor who discusses 

the Psychology of Friendship and Rouhama Danto who was 
scheduled to speak to us and the list goes on and on.

To start we will o� er lectures on Sunday morning around 
11AM so you have time to settle in around your computer 
or laptop and take in our programs.  If you have a life 
experience or personal career story you would like to share 
please let us know and we would love to showcase you in 
one of our programs.

As we get better at this new method of educating 
and informing everyone our plan is to work with other 
committees to further enhance the programs we will be 
o� ering.  All of us at Continuing Education wish you well 
and Chag Sameach during these challenging times.  May 
we have the opportunity to gather together at Beth Emeth 
soon so we can enjoy learning in person just like we used 
to.  This is the new normal and together we will adjust to the 
changes and benefi t from the experience collectively.

Perry Davis, Co-Chair

Marlene White, Co-Chair
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CONTINUING EDUCATION
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Although the weather is rapidly improving and thoughts 
of the cold are behind us, we must not forget about those 
that are less fortunate and in need of a well balanced 
meal. Especially in these troubling times, the homeless 
are very vulnerable. At Beth Emeth Synagogue we have 
been very fortunate to have had the opportunity to give 
back to those that are in need. Starting each January and 
continuing for 8 weeks, a large group of tireless volunteers 
provide food, shelter, clothing, and toiletries to members 
of the community who are homeless or socially isolated. 
Our program is the huge success that it is because of the 
large number of individuals who help out “ behind the 
scenes”, as well as on the days the guests come to our 
synagogue. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out 
this year for their dedication and support. The guests really 
do appreciate all that we do to help make their day a little 
brighter.   

Special thanks to our donors for their very generous 
contributions to this years program; Mazon Canada, North 
American Buyers ( The Davidson Family), Apex Catering, 
Brands International Corporation Inc., McGregor American 
Essentials, Just Socks Partner Charity, Trimfi t Co Ltd, TD 
Bank, Simply Protein/Wellness Foods and Totes Isotoner.

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda is looking forward to once 
again opening its doors to the homeless next January 

and February. The program provides a warm welcoming 
atmosphere, a hot kosher meal, gently used clothing, 
a warm bed to sleep in, a bagged lunch, and toiletries. 
This program cannot run without your ongoing generous 
support. We have seen fi rsthand how far your donations 
have gone, and the di� erence you have made in peoples 
lives. We are in need of funding and ask that you 
please consider this program when making donations 
commemorating an occasion or when honouring a loved 
one to ensure our commitment to help those most 
vulnerable in our community.

If you are interested in volunteering 
for the 2021 program, please send 
an email at the end of the summer 
to bebyoutofthecold@gmail.com. 
For fi nancial donations please 
contact the shul o�  ce at 416-633-
3838.

More information will be 
forthcoming in the fall.

To all we wish a safe and healthy 
summer

Renee Henry and Allan Fleisher

OUT OF THE COLD

MARTY KESHEN CHESED COMMITTEE
Helping Shul Members and the Community

When we wrote our message for the last Kesher, we did not 
imagine how essential acts of chesed are in our community. 
We salute those in the broader community for their ongoing 
actions to provide for the needy.

Members of the Chesed Committee were among the 
volunteers who contacted Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda seniors 
to see how they were doing.  Volunteers continue to be 
available for social contact, if needed. 

Virtual Co� ee and Conversation by Zoom is an initiative 
of the Chesed Committee and BEBY to be a place for 
members to get together and connect and chat.  We hope 
to see you at one of our twice weekly sessions.

We await healthier times to be able to comfort and o� er 
support to members in person when they have su� ered the 
loss of a loved one.

There are ongoing chesed needs such as need for 
food in the broader community.  We will continue our 
encouragement of collecting donations of food when our 
world returns to its new normal.

We have a group of dedicated volunteers who are available 
to provide much needed support to our members at all 
ages and stages of life.

Please contact the shul if you would like a member of the 
Chesed Committee to contact you:
• In times of illness
• In times of bereavement
• In times of loneliness
• Who need emotional and social assistance

Marty Keshen Chesed Committee Co-Chairs:

Sid Silverberg
Helen Katz

chesed@beby.org
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We are proud to announce that this school year, our classes 
have tripled in size! We continue to be engaged in many 
inspiring learning activities.  Our students investigated the 
historical signifi cance of Purim, baked their own Hamantashen, 
and celebrated in other ways as well. The topic of Jewish 
identity that arose from the story of Purim lead us to our 
study of the Israeli War of Independence. Students explored 
the creation of modern-day Israel. 

Despite the temporary closure of the Synagogue due to COVID 
19 at the time of writing, we are maintaining our learning via 
a virtual classroom to facilitate student studies with online 
lessons.   

We have already started to plan for the 2020-2021 school 
year with novel learning experiences. We will be fulfi lling the 
mitzvah of kindling the Chanukah candles when we create 
our own chanukiyot. We will assemble Passover boxes of 
food for those in need as an expression of the mitzvah of 
chesed. Moreover, through technology, we will be linking sour 
classroom with an Israeli classroom to further develop Israel 

advocacy in our curriculum. 

Aleph Beit Chadash Hebrew School is committed to an 
engaging program that fosters Jewish pride and helps 
develop a strong Jewish identity for all elementary and middle 
school students.  We strive to teach Jewish values by making 
the stories from our history relevant to daily life.  Students 
will learn to appreciate their heritage and the traditions 
that are rooted in Conservative Judaism, as well as learn 
prayers, read Hebrew and master basic vocabulary.  Through 
discussions and activities that encourage critical thinking and 
mindfulness, our program prepares students for accepting 
responsibilities of Judaism commensurate to their ages and 
stages of development. We believe in building strong Jewish 
community leaders through education and commitment to our 
Jewish homeland. 

Register your children now to ensure that they will have a spot 
in this exciting, engaging and enriching program. 
We look forward to meeting your family early in the fall.
Come to see what Hebrew School can really be!

Chag Sameach,

Shauna Small

schooldirector@beby.org

GREENING COMMITTEE
Especially during these last few months of this global 
pandemic, we thank Hashem for the gift of the Torah. We 
profoundly appreciate and miss our Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 
family, and thank the clergy for facilitating enjoyment and 
connection through Facebook and Zoom to reach us every 
day in our homes.
Participation in Shavuot rituals and customs this year will be 
very di� erent than any other year.  An in-person Yizkor will be 
replaced by an alternative prayer recited at home in isolation.

As our society opens up, we are truly grateful for our blessings 
and look forward to the opportunity to decide where we go 
from here in our responsibilities as environmental stewards of 
the earth.  As we face and cope with Covid-19, we can learn 
from Ruth, a role-model, who never wavered from exemplifying 
strong ethical and spiritual values, and faithfulness and 
devotion to Hashem. Her struggles and perseverance solidify 
her character, reminding us all that by working through our 
di�  culties, we succeed. She stands consistently, strong and 
tall, committing herself to her mother-in-law and to Hashem. 
Ruth’s behavior has embodied specifi c ethical ideals and 
insight. 

Tuesday, June 9th at 7:00pm, Councillor James Pasternak 
and Greening Committee Chair Hilda Swirsky invite you to 
join us for the program ‘Waste Not’ with renowned professor 
and author Tanhum Yoreh

When applied to the environment, the long-standing concept of 
‘do not waste’ not only falls under Bal Taschit (do not destroy) 
but also under midat hahasidut, acts of lovingkindness.   
Councillor Pasternak will begin our program by bringing 
greetings from Toronto’s Mayor John Tory and from York 
Centre. Rabbi Morrison will provide a brief D’Var Torah
Professor Tanhum Yoreh will discuss the Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats of Bal Tashit as an 
environmental ethic for today and tomorrow.   
Mel and I wish you, your families and friends a joyous eco-
friendly Shavuot.
We look forward to welcoming you on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on 
June 9th.
Stay Safe, Practice Safe Distancing and Keep washing your 
hands. 

Hilda Swirsky, RN, BScN, MEd 
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LIBRARY

The Aleppo Codex, by Matti Friedman, details how one of 
the most valuable Torahs, dating back to the 10th century, 
travelled from Syria to Israel. An even more critical question 
is around the ownership of the codex. Syria’s Jews realized 
that they could no longer safeguard the document and had it 
smuggled to Israel. Beyond that, there were – and still are – 
many questions about what happened to large portions of it, 
who has proprietary rights, and where it should be kept. Court 
cases have been fought and much discussion ensues even to 
the present. This fascinating exposé raises more questions the 
deeper Friedman digs. 

Managing Bubbie is Russel Lazenga’s love letter to his dear 
grandmother. As he describes his grandmother’s tenacity 
and stubbornness, he shares the story of her survival during 
the Second World War. Of course, those very qualities were 
what allowed her to endure all the hardships she experienced, 
and seen in this light, she is forgiven and adored for all of her 
eccentricities. 

On February 13 we welcomed Philippa Sheppard back to our 
Lunch and Literature program for her review of The Weight of 
Ink by Rachel Kadish. Philippa shared with us many interesting 
insights about the motivations of various characters and even 
brought some slides of settings that resembled those in the 
book. The participants rounded out the afternoon with many 
interesting discussion points being raised. 

We postponed our Books and Bagels event that was scheduled 
for March 29. We will rebook Mordechai Ben Dat’s review 
of Matti Friedman’s Spies of No Country as soon as we are 
able, so please continue to check the synagogue website for 
upcoming details. 

We were able to run our April 23 Lunch and Literature event 
where Suanne Kelman discussed Dorit Rabinyan’s All the Rivers. 
We were joined by a large number of participants and, despite 
missing the shared lunch together, we had an interesting 
discussion about various themes and contextual nuances in the 
book. Many thanks again to Qualicare, our sponsor for both this 
Lunch and Literature and for our February event. 

We are planning our programming for next year and encourage 
everyone to check the website at the end of the summer for 
more details and to register. If you are interested in sponsoring 
either a Lunch and Literature or Books and Bagels event, 
please contact the synagogue o�  ce and I will get back to you. 
Sponsors are advertised through the Kesher, on our brochures 
and through the synagogue website. In addition, sponsors 
address the attendees to explain their services and answer any 
questions. 

If you know of any current Jewish themed books that you 
would like to hear reviewed, please let us know and we will try 

our best to accommodate.

Finally, if you are interested in joining the Library committee or 
helping to organize our book events, we are would be pleased 
to have you join us.

On behalf of the Library committee, I want to wish you and 
your family a Chag Sameach.

Eleanor Minuk

Greetings from the music committee
We hope that you are all well and keeping safe during these 
unusual times.
While we are not able to provide programs where we can be 
together, there are many offered weekly by the Synagogue 
either on Zoom or Facebook.  
Musically, we had a well received “High Tea” with Reuven 
Grajner in honour of Lag B’Omer and Mother’s Day.  We hope 
to provide similar events over the next several months.
Much appreciation to our Cantor, David Guber, for his 
Kabbalat Shabbat and Havdallah offerings and for his 
wonderful Concerts.  Thank you.
Much appreciation as well to the Music Committee and in 
particular, to my Co-chair, Ilene Kuchinsky for their assistance 
and cooperation.
I wish you and your families Chag Sameach as we look 
forward to celebrating Shavuot. 
Stay well, stay safe. 

Bernice Levine

MUSIC COMMITTEE
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Hi Everyone,
I hope you are all keeping 
well and safe during these 
challenging  times. To say the 
least it has been extremely di�  cult 
for the Kadima participants as this 
program plays such an important role 
in their lives.
The spring is usually a very exciting time at Kadima full of 
programming that we look forward to all year. Every May we 
attend the amazing Striking For Reena Event and I thought 
how appropriate to share with you a picture of Kadima with our 
esteemed Premiere Doug Ford that is working so hard to keep 
us safe.
We all pray that this will pass soon and we can get back to doing 
the wonderful work that our synagogue provides to the Kadima 
participants.

Regards

Chef Margie Arosh

THE KADIMA CENTRE
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BOARD NOMINATION FORM  under section 6.1.2 of the BEBY Constitution

This document or any facsimile thereof shall be used as a nomination form for Members in Good Standing of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 
Synagogue (“BEBY”) who wish to run for a seat on the Board of Directors at BEBY at the 2020 Annual General Meeting to be held on 
November 22, 2020.  A nomination will require the signatures of the proposed candidate and seven (7) other Members in Good 
Standing.  The deadline for submitting this nomination form to the Nominations Committee (Allan Snow, Chairman) in respect of a 
candidate for the elections is 5:00 pm. Wednesday, September 23, 2020.
The undersigned Member in Good Standing of BEBY wishes to put his/her name forward as a candidate for the office noted next to 
his/her name at the upcoming Annual General Meeting of the Synagogue. The undersigned hereby confirms that he/she qualifies to 
run for such office given the prerequisites for such office as set out in the BEBY Constitution.

X

Date Name of Candidate
Office:_________________________________

Each of the undersigned is a Member in Good Standing of BEBY and by signing below is indicating his/her willingness to nominate the 
above named candidate to run for a seat on the Board of Directors, of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue.

X

Date Signature 
Print Name: 

X

Date Signature
Print Name 

X

Date Signature 
Print Name

X

Date Signature 
Print Name:

X

Date Signature 
Print Name:

X

Date Signature 
Print Name: 

X

Date Signature 
Print Name:       



Covid-19 has made it di�  cult for all of us – individuals and institutions – to plan for the future 
with any sense of certainty. But there is no hiding the fact that we need your help and fi nancial 
support to ensure the future of the shul.

If you are able, please help us.

Whether you are part of a multi-generational family at Beth Emeth, your family a�  liation dates 
back to the founding of Beth Emeth, or you joined Beth Emeth only recently, you will hopefully 
agree that for all of us Beth Emeth is OUR HOME.

We ask you to please support the synagogue as much as you are able. Please help ensure that 
Beth Emeth will continue to serve your spiritual, social, communal and educational needs for 
generations to come.

We look forward to the day when we can once again pray and celebrate together in our beauti-
ful synagogue. Together we are strong and will persevere.


