
After having returned from a month of study, visitation, and reflection in Israel, I thought I would stand today 
before you sharing a light hearted, soft, touchy feely synopsis of my experience.
 

I thought I would just delight in telling you about my son, a third year lone soldier in the IDF, and the time we spent 
together.
 
I thought I would just delight in telling you about old and new teachers at the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, 
colleagues with whom I interacted, young students studying at the Yeshiva, some learning to become rabbis and 
others studying Torah for its own sake.
 
99% of my trip was euphoric. I sent you weekly updates describing my adventures. My last week of this Sabbatical 
was a partial week, ending on Tuesday night before my flight back to Toronto on Wednesday. I had not intended 
to write another update covering just a couple of last days in Israel, but then, Monday happened! Monday hap-
pened!
 
My “father and parent” hat went on. My Beth Emeth rabbi hat went on. My being a Disapora rabbi temporarily 
living and studying in Israel hat went on.
 
It was one of you who sent me electronically an article written by the CBC which went public on Monday. The 
article began with a beautiful photograph of my son Yonah in his IDF uniform. The photo was surrounded by mean-
ingful quotations of why he chose to become a lone soldier. I thought how wonderful this article was going to be.
 
But as I read on, I became confused, chagrined, angry, and sad. I found myself screaming within, crying inside 
and outside. Tears were falling down my face. Innuendos, partial truths at best, vicious lies, slander, and propagan-
da were hitting me from all directions. Suddenly, the article returned to pictures and quotations from Yonah and his 
best friend in the world, Noam Zeldin, also a lone solder who joined the program a year after Yonah.
 
My last visit with Yonah, the end of a wonderful month together in Israel was on Motzaei Shabbat, Saturday night. 
Soon after Shabbat was over, I walked with him to a local bus stop. In a matter of hours, he would return to the 
primary purpose of his being in Israel, to serve our brothers and sisters in our spiritual and historic homeland. Now, 
Monday, two days later, I called him in a completely different state of mind and with a different purpose. I asked 
Yonah if he had seen the CBC article. After he received it and read it, he was confused. We spoke again a little 
later. I asked him, “When were you interviewed by the CBC?” He answered, “ over two years ago.” I asked him, 
“How did they know about you?” He answered me, “The CBC reporter contacted me soon after the Canadian 
Jewish News did a feature article on Canadian lone soldiers in Israel.” I asked him if he inquired as to the purpose 
of the interview with CBC. He answered, “Yes, the reporter said that she was writing a follow up piece on the CJN 
article about the life of lone soldiers.”
 
The interview of my son took place over two years ago. The story which included two young men from our Beth 
Emeth community never came out then. Rather, a very different kind of story which begins and ends with them came 
out over two years later this past Monday. A story which was allegedly about lone soldiers turned into something 
else. I encourage you all to read the original article, but to also then read a critique which came out the same day 
by Honest Reporting Canada.
 
While Israel is a legitimately recognized country with the most moral military in the world and is recognized as 
an ally of Canada, the CBC article raises questions about dual loyalties, questions the financial structure of the 
lone soldier program, makes comparisons to foreign soldiers who serve in the IDF with those who serve in ISIS. 
The CBC article reduces itself to moral relativism by comparing how many Israelis and Palestinians have died in 
conflicts over the past couple of years. What our children perceived as a soft interview of their lives as lone soldiers 
became an anti-Israel rant.

“A boy, A parent, A synagogue, The Diaspora, Israel - 
The Jewish people confront a heinous form of anti-semitism.”



On Monday and Tuesday, my last two days in Israel, I communicated with Mike at Honest Reporting Canada. I 
spoke with a representative of Garin Tzabar, an organization which oversees the entry and well-being of lone 
soldiers. I spoke with my son many times. The Morrison and Zeldin families stayed in constant communication.
 
While my emotions have run in a million directions this past week, we should all be proud and only proud of Yo-
nah and Noam, whose comments in the article shine like the brightness of the firmament. Sadly, however, even in 
a civilized Canadian society, their purity and sincerity were manipulated and abused with the goal of smearing 
the State of Israel. Why now? For what purpose? The boys were interviewed over two years ago, not last week.
 
It is fair and understandable for one to honestly challenge a specific policy of Israel in the context of loving Israel 
as our spiritual homeland and as the only modern democracy in the Middle East. In my opinion, the CBC article 
was a purposeful and blatant attack at Israel.
 
Some of my friends at the Yeshiva where I studied learned about this situation before I left them on Tuesday. They 
witnessed the transition on my face from having been a happy go lucky student for over three weeks to being a 
concerned parent and rabbi with a serious purpose. They said to me, “You haven’t even returned to Toronto, and 
you are already giving so much of yourself as a parent and as a rabbi.  You are already in a position of having to 
provide support, love, care, warmth and dedication to so many others - Who will take care of you?” I answered, 
“You don’t know Beth Emeth. It is more than a synagogue. It is a family. I receive much more from them than I will 
ever be able to give. My congregational family will give me the support, love, care, warmth, and dedication I 
need.”
 
I am proud of our lone soldiers. I am sad for how their idealism has been used. I am angry at CBC and its sup-
porters.
 
You and I will heal. But this situation is just one of many examples where the media shows its true face regarding 
Israel. Media anti-semitism is a heinous form of anti-semitism. As many scholars have pointed out, anti-Zionism is 
a synonym for anti-semitism. 
 
A gun, a sword, a missile may tragically kill intended targets. However, as the saying goes, “the pen is mightier 
than the sword.” Once a button is pressed, a printed article goes out to thousands upon thousands of readers.
 
Have we not learned? We cannot sit idly by. We need to react, respond, contact our civic leaders and media 
outlets. As Scripture teaches us,
 
“L’ma’an Tzion Lo Eche’sheh - For the Sake of Zion I will not be silent.”

Rabbi Howard Morrison


