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President’s Ne’ila speech 5779 State of the Union 

Rabbis, Chazzan, fellow congregants of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue: 

It is my privilege to speak to you tonight as I present the annual ‘Beth Emeth State of the Union” address.  It is 

hard to believe that my first year as President is drawing to a close, although my wife would have hoped that 

this was the completion of my second year.  

In my address, I will highlight our achievements over the past year, demonstrating the commitment of your lay 

leadership, Clergy team and Professional Staff in ensuring that Beth Emeth will be the best it can be for years 

to come. 

Beth Emeth has always prided itself on being a multi-generational synagogue.   Looking around this beautiful 

sanctuary and all the way through to the Fischtein Hall you can see the evidence of this wonderful reality. I am 

so happy to see so many new members, young families and those who have made Beth Emeth their home for 

decades. 

Speaking of new members, we all understand that our future lies in being able to engage and involve our Next 

Generation - our children, young families and young professionals.  Engaging these groups has been something 

of a special project of mine as they are so important to us and to the future of our synagogue community.  

This imperative is a major motivator for the Synagogue’s recent hiring of Rabbi David Grundland as our new 

Ritual Director, as he will be responsible for engaging Beth Emeth’s Next-Gen demographic. David, who as 

many of you recall has been part of the Beth Emeth family since his birth.  He understands the culture of 

inclusiveness that our synagogue promotes. He has been charged with the responsibility for actively reaching 

out to our younger members, planning excellent and relevant programmes which we know will be fun, 

educational, and engaging. 

Our Youth and Young Families department has been active all year thanks to the excellent work of our Youth 

and Young Families Programme Director Dale Gold.  There are programmes for all ages and for families to 

celebrate their Judaism together during the High Holiday period, at Chanukah, Purim, Passover and all the 

weeks in between.  Dale also serves as the coordinator of our Shinshinim programmes – Over the past few 

years we have been honoured to have hosted a wonderful group of young Israelis doing their year of service 

before entering the IDF.  This year we are delighted to welcome Omri and Yael to our synagogue family.  Omri 

and Yael will be present at many synagogue activities over the course of the coming year.  So be sure to 

introduce yourselves and get to know them as well. 

While I know I have been putting much emphasis on our youth, I would also like to honour the legacy of our 

long-standing and “seasoned” congregants.  We have many active volunteers and participants who view the 

synagogue not just as a house of worship, but as a social center of the community, using the Synagogue every 

day of the week. These include our Chesed Knitters, education classes, exercise classes, lunch and learn, books 

and bagels, conversation café, Seniors’ matters to name just a few.  This year we have also witnessed the 

resurgence of our seniors group Club Sameach - thanks to the hard work of a large group of volunteers under 
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the guidance of MY former kindergarten teacher Rosalie Shadlyn – thank you Rosalie for your amazing energy 

and creativity.  We also have a new BEBY Boomers group for those of us north of 50. Their inaugural 

programme Food & Wine Pairing is happening On Sunday Oct 28.   

I know we would like you to support these programs but if anyone would like to volunteer to help out, come 

and see me or our vice president of membership Joan Segal anytime. Even tonight, at least after I have had a 

bagel or 2.  

I would like to talk to you about the social good we do. 

I am very proud of the fact that we continue to be the synagogue that is at the forefront in engaging and 

embracing our special needs brothers and sisters.   In keeping with this commitment, I am pleased to 

announce that we have created a new relationship with the Reena Foundation.  With the financial support of 

the Reena Foundation, Beth Emeth is able to fulfill its commitment to providing meaningful social, educational 

and spiritual programming for over fifty exceptional men and women every Sunday throughout the year.  The 

Kadima programme is run by our dedicated programme director, Margie Arosh. 

In promoting the need for Jewish education for our children, our supplementary school programme - Aleph 

Beit Chadash, has expanded this year under the guidance of our two co-chairs, Eleanor Minuk and Sheldon 

Zelsman and the School Director Shauna Small.  The mission of the school, which holds classes on Sunday 

mornings, is to enrich the lives of all children with love and pride in their Jewish identity.  It’s not too late to 

register your child, grandchild or great-grandchild in this incredible programme.   

Education is not just about the traditional classroom.  The Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden continues to 

serve as the venue for lifelong learning about tolerance, respect and Tikkun Olam.  Many of you have already 

had an opportunity to walk through this amazing butterfly garden, which is filled with beautiful plants and 

trees and of course the paving stones which bear the names of children who were murdered during the 

Holocaust.  This year we are proud to announce the dedication of two benches in the Garden.   

Our deepest thanks go to Chuck and Sheila Horowitz and Michael and Susie Rosen who dedicated the 

Nudelman Family Bench in memory of Tzivia daughter of Motel and Anja Nudelman. The bench was dedicated 

to also honour the memory of their parents Max and Anna Nudelman zechronum Levracha.   

We also acknowledge the Beth Emeth Brotherhood who through funds raised by the Yom Hashoah candle 

programme have been able to dedicate a bench in the Garden in memory of the Children who perished. 

Now a moment about Tzadaka in the Shul.  

The best form of Tzadaka is giving when the recipient is unaware of the donor. 

As our Vice President Malcolm Weinstein and Cheryl Rosenbaum Shapiro expressed in their Terumah appeal, 

we are a caring community, and more importantly, a family that embraces everyone, people of all ages, 

demographics and capabilities, regardless of financial circumstances.  
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It is never too late to give to support our family through the Terumah appeal. 

As part of this effort to be welcoming to our own congregational family as well as to the broader community, 

we continue to strive to be more accessible from a physical and customer service standpoint.   

I am proud to announce that we will be installing a second accessibility elevator in the Synagogue – this one 

on the Elder Street side of the building.  

Thank you to Howard and Emma Lieberman for their very generous donation toward this transformational 

accessibility elevator.  This elevator, which we hope to be able to complete in time for Passover 2019, will 

provide full accessibility on this side of the building: all the way from our lower level, the Inwentash Centre, up 

to the Balcony and Arback Hall level of the synagogue.  This will be a wonderful addition to our synagogue 

allowing people of all mobility capabilities to access the upper and lower levels of the synagogue. 

As part of this project, we also renovated the main office, ultimately enabling us to consolidate all of our 

administrative operations, in one office location.  As part of this renovation, we are also very grateful to our 

members Marty and Carrie Cash for their generosity in providing the windows for the new office, in loving 

memory of Marty’s parents Tom and Lily Cash zichronum l’vracha.   

Families like the Lieberman and the Cash’s are wonderful examples of multi-generational families who have 

been totally committed to Beth Emeth.   

As part of the renovation, we have created a clergy suite on the second-floor concourse area.  This renovation 

will ultimately include a new reception area and lounge area to host meetings with congregants and 

colleagues. Yes, this is a donor opportunity. 

 

We will be refurbishing the upstairs bathroom areas to create two fully accessible washrooms as well as fully 

refurbishing the lower level to accommodate our School, our youth programmes, and the Out of the Cold 

program.  This programme, as many of you know, runs for 8 weeks in January and February and is a great 

opportunity to help those in the community who are less fortunate.  In this respect, we gratefully 

acknowledge the dedication of 100’s of volunteers under the patient leadership of Allan Fleisher and Lindsay 

Gladstone for the past few years. 

From a customer service perspective, we now have a Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue app. 

This is available from the app store and will allow you to findtimes of service, contact information, 

programmes events and your account where your yarzheit information as well as your payment history, can 

be found. You can even donate online. 
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This year in addition to the families I have already mentioned I would like to acknowledge the following 

families who have made their mark on Beth Emeth through their generosity and commitment to the 

Synagogue. 

Clement Cohen and family in support of the Czech Torah Scroll project. 

Thank you to Allan and Denise Land for rededicating the “alcove” – now called the Land Lounge – in the main 

floor concourse.  

Shaar Shalom Brotherhood and its entire leadership for our Holocaust wall – proceeds for the dedication 

plaques will be used for Holocaust Education. A special thank you to David Katz zechrono levracha who saw 

the vision and got it done. 

We have two families who have adopted a torah this year. The Pacht family and the Bielak Family. Two of our 

Sefer Torahs will now have new covers and the respect they deserve. 

I would also to acknowledge the Bielak Family donation toward the Beilak Family Fund for Jewish families in 

need. 

Toby and Saul Feldberg, Debbie Tessler & Ed Glina and Mark and Corinne Moness - all of whom have made 

significant donations to the synagogue for the advancement of music, here at Beth Emeth. 

Harry and Roslyn Turk for their support of the hearing loop system in the Sanctuary and Balcony 

Ron Anisman and Dena Ochsorn and their families for their commitment towards a new “conversation corner” 

in loving memory of their parents Arthur and Sonia Anisman z’l 

Dellie Bader for her dedication of the new Purim Megillat Esther books. 

Many may have noticed the renovation to the bookcases in the chapel. I would like to thank David and 

Marlene Sefton for the donation of his father’s Talmud collection and Celia Kobric and family for the donation 

of the Schottenstein Talmud collection in the memory of their beloved husband and father, Ron Kobric 

zichrono l’vracha.  

Thank you to kehalat chaverem and Gerry Richler for their donation towards the new glass doors. 

The BEBY Golf Classic raised close to $35,000 for the Synagogue.  I would like to acknowledge the Lebovic 

Charitable Foundations and the Goldfinger family for their support of the tournament. 

In this regard, I am pleased to inform you that Rabbi Leslie Lipson has taken on the role of Chief Philanthropy 

Officer for the Synagogue.  In this very important role, Rabbi Lipson will be working with the leadership and 

our congregation to help the synagogue achieve its financial objectives, so when he calls, please pickup and be 

as generous as possible. 

Every donation to the Synagogue, is deeply appreciated and very impactful – thank you again. 
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Now the financial update.   

Of course, none of what I have just spoken about can take place without your support as members of our 

congregation.  I am pleased to advise that our membership base remains strong.  While we cherish our 

enduring members and thank you for your continued support, I would like to welcome over 100 new members 

and hope that you will enjoy being part of our vibrant synagogue.  

I am pleased to share with you that our Synagogue is in a healthy financial position.  As a result of Shaar 

Shalom distributing to us, our share of their proceeds, we have allocated a portion of the funds to our 

cemetery and capital funds for future obligations – and for the first time in many years, we did not need our 

line of credit facility.   

Membership contributions cover approximately 64% of our total expenditures.  Therefore, we rely on general 

donations, fundraising and programming to make up the difference to offset the cost of running the 

synagogue.  In addition, catering revenue is an important part of filling this gap --hence the importance of 

supporting your shul and having your family simchas here! 

I would like to take this time to mention our Clergy Team. 

Howard Morrison, our senior Rabbi, provides us with rabbinical guidance, and -- you have given me the 

opportunity to witness a level of pastoral care that is second to none. 

Leslie Lipson, as our second Rabbi, you have embraced your new role and duties as chief Philanthropy officer 

which I am sure will be a success. 

David Grundland, our ritual director, as the newest member of the team, your attention to the daily ritual 

responsibilities is appreciated by everyone. 

David Guber, our Cantor. From the first moment we met and you sang for me, I knew how talented you are. 

You bring not only your music, but your ability to inspire and move our congregation as is evident every 

Shabbat. 

Shlomo Wanounou our Baal Koreh – torah Reader. I had my concerns when we first spoke about your 

Sephardic nusach in an askenazi synagogue. I guess when you are that good, one does not notice the melody, 

but rather embraces the talent of the man. 

Marty Spring our Bal Tokea- Your ability to blow shofar is unmatched. 

I would also like to thank our founding Rabbi, Joseph Kelman zechron levracha. He was my friend, my Rabbi 

and his ability to see past the obvious has made us who we are today.  

AT THIS TIME I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE WORK AND SUPPORT OF THE OTHER PROFESSIONAL STAFF; MAXIM 

VARSHAVSKY OUR BUILDING MANAGER AND ALL OF HIS CUSTODIAL TEAM LED BY KELVIN HOSEIN, VALERIE DUARTE, OUR EVENT 



6 

 

COORDINATOR; DALE GOLD OUR YOUTH DIRECTOR AND HER DEDICATED STAFF, IONA BERLIND, SARI BIRNBAUM, FREDA 

MARCOVITCH, TEVY PILC, AND CHRISTINE PERETZ. 

 

I especially extend a thank you to our Executive Director Pearl Grundland, your passion and love for this 

synagogue and its members does not go unnoticed. Not only do you represent the values we hold and cherish, 

but without your assistance us volunteers could never look as good as we think we do. You are the soul of 

Beth Emeth. More important for me, you have offered me, mentorship, guidance and friendship in allowing 

me to do my job for the betterment of us all. 

Now on behalf of you all, my fellow members and congregants, I wish to express, my gratitude our Executive 

members, Steven Greenwood our Chairman of the board and governance vice president, Joan Segal our vice 

president for membership development, Malcolm Weinstein, our vice president for financial development, 

Steven Werger our treasurer, Mark Jadd our secretary, and Michael Kerzner our immediate past president. 

Your commitment to our members is invaluable to us all. 

I would also like to express my gratitude to the Board, our committee chairs and the leaders of brotherhood, 

sisterhood. 

Without your dedication and commitment Beth Emeth would not be the best it can be.   

Last but not least, I want to thank my family, 

Over 40 years ago I met my wife Susan. How lucky does that make me? Last year we celebrated our 35th 

wedding anniversary and over the years have raised 8 cats, 7 dogs and 4 children Kevin, Jason, Amanda, and 

Zackary, all of which make me proud everyday. Her love of animals is quite apparent when I come home late 

from a synagogue meeting and find it hard to find a space for me in bed as our four dogs have staked out their 

place. 

In conclusion: 

I wish you a Gmar Chatima Tova.  A happy, healthy sweet new year. Shana Tova. 
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