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Leo Spellman was a Polish/

Canadian composer and 

Holocaust survivor who, together 

with his family has been affiliated 

with Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 

for many years. His brilliant 

composition, Rhapsody 1939-

1945, lost for 5 decades, was 

found and then performed and 

recorded in Toronto a few months 

prior to his death at 99 years of 

age. 

 

You’re invited to join us as we 

celebrate his life and music 

and enjoy an evening featuring 

performances by some of 

Canada’s most iconic performers, 

including Lighthouse co-founder 

Paul Hoffert, one of the producers 

of Rhapsody, The Liberation of 

Leo Spellman — a documentary 

that tells Spellman’s miraculous 

story. Funds raised will assist in 

the production of the film.

See page 21 for more information 

on this fabulous event.
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Beth Emeth invites you to a 

Tikun LeiL ShavuoT
Saturday night, May 19th 

CELEBRAting iSRAEL At 70
Services at 8:10 pm

Kiddush Refreshments served at 9:30 pm

with presenters

 David Sefton - Not right by might but might by right.

Rouhama Danto – Vehanetzach - zo Yerushalayim (Brachot 58a)
           Jerusalem, Its Triumph and Its Eternity

Rabbi Howard Morrison – Secular and Religious Zionism pre-1948 /
 A.D. Gordon and Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kuk

Jeff Springer – Tikun, Torah and Trees. 
and more!

Questions? Call the Beth Emeth office 416 633.3838.

Erev Shavuot
Saturday May 19
Mincha/Maariv: 8:10 pm

First Day of Shavuot
Sunday May 20
Shacharit: 8:45 am 
Mincha/Maariv: 8:35 pm

Second Day of Shavuot
Monday May 21
Shacharit: 8:45 am
Followed by Musaf & Yizkor
Mincha/Maariv: 8:35 pm

Shavuot Schedule

Parallel teen tikun Leil Shavuot 
with 

Rabbi Leslie Lipson and Dale Gold 
Saturday, May 19th, 9:00 pm-12:00 am. 

No cost, but registration is mandatory. See page 18 for details.
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Dear Congregational Family,
 
This year, world Jewry is celebrating the seventieth anniversary 
of the establishment of the State of Israel. While the historic date 
of May 5, 1948 came just a few years following the Shoah, the 
efforts of contemporary Zionism began long before with the likes 
of Theodore Herzl, Ahad Ha’Am and others. We must thwart the 
attempts by many who wish to distort and revise our history and 
to reshape historical truths. Young and old, students on campus 
and adults walking the streets, need to be armed with the facts and 
serve as advocates and witnesses on Israel’s behalf. As a religious 
Zionist, I frequently assert that the promise of the land of Israel is 
4000 years old, that the sovereignty of Jerusalem as the spiritual 
capital of Israel is 3000 years old harkening back to King David, 
and that the seeds of contemporary Zionism were already planted 
in the 1800’s.

While many caring Jews demand that Israel be a perfect country, 
Israel is governed and inhabited by human beings. While the need 
to continually refine itself is true, Israel is an incredible young 
country. In seventy short years, it has produced an amazing 
peoplehood and society on so many levels, far advanced beyond 

many countries of older origins 
around the world. In my own 
lifetime, I have celebrated Israel 
bringing in former Soviet Jews, 
Ethiopian Jews, and Jews from all 
over the world. Israel’s law of return 
guarantees that Israel is always our 
home wherever we may dwell. My 
own son felt this notion so strongly 
that immediately after completing 
high school, he felt morally obligated 
to become a lone soldier for the same 
duration as an Israeli born teenager. “Why should I be exempt 
from serving in the IDF just because I was born outside of Israel?” 
he remarked to me during his last year in high school. He is now 
serving in his second year.  What other country sends a mission 
to rescue Jews taken hostage, as Israel did at Entebbe in 1976? 
What other country sends medical personnel and relief workers 
to disparate countries after natural disasters?

In my own lifetime, I have had the privilege of going to Israel many 
times, beginning with my Bar Mitzvah at the Western Wall, a full 
year during my rabbinical school education, as a spiritual guide 
on several congregational tours, as a student to enhance my study 
of Torah at a number of learning institutions, and most recently as 
a father to visit my son. 

As Israel celebrates her seventieth birthday as a modern recognized 
country among the nations of the world, I encourage everyone to 
offer meaningful tangible support of Israel, a miracle in our time, 
which ought never be taken for granted.

When you receive this edition of the Kesher, Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
will have already been celebrated on Thursday, April 19. You can 
continue the celebration on Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day on 
Sunday, May 13 (Mother’s Day). This year, Jerusalem celebrates 
her fifty-first year as a complete sovereign city and capital of our 
people, harkening back to June 7, 1967.

I wish everyone a Chag Sameach for Shavuot as well as for the 
significant dates which connect us to the history and destiny of the 
Land, State, and People of Israel.

 
Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbi@beby.org

rabbi howard morrison

Rabbi Howard Morrison with Shaina Kerzner in Israel at TRY. 
WHAt iS tRY? - tichon Ramah Yerushalayim offers 10th, 11th, 
and 12th graders the opportunity to spend a semester, trimester or 
quarter living and learning in the land of Israel. TRY students hike all 
over the country, volunteer in community service, learn Hebrew and 
establish life long friendships. 
Go to https://try.ramah.org.il/what-is-try/ to learn more.
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rabbi leslie lipson - Shavuot: Shaking in the Garden, the Fear Within You Grows 

One of the common names for the festival of Shavuot is Zman 
Matan Torateinu - The time of the Giving of our Torah. This 
name refers to our experience at Sinai. Shavuot is the day that 
B’nai Yisroel stood at the foot of Mount Sinai and experienced 
the revelation of the Ten Commandments. In fact, we read about 
the revelation at Sinai and the Giving of the Ten Commandments 
for the Torah Reading on Shavuot. Therefore it is entirely 
appropriate that we try to make sense of the verse from Psalms 
76:9. Mishamayim Hishmata Din Eretz Yarah V’ Shakatah - 
From Heaven You Made Judgement Heard; the Earth Feared 
(was in Awe) and Became Calm. While the verse offers a seeming 
inconsistency, let alone a contradiction, the verse has everything 
to do with our understanding of Matan Torah - the giving of the 
Torah.

In the Talmudic Tractate of Shabbat 88a, our sages bring this 
verse to introduce their understanding of what happened the 
moment Torah was given. After the verse is mentioned, our 
sages ask the obvious question. Im Yarah Lamah Shakatah, 
Im Shakatah Lamah Yarah? - If the earth feared, then why 
was it calm and if the earth was calm why did it fear? They 
answer the questions by first understanding why heaven and 
earth were created. Recalling the story of creation, we remember 
that before God began the creation process, it was Tohu 
Va’Vohu- Null and Void. For our sages, creation is a conditional 
occurrence. At the time of its creation, the Natural World was 
informed that its continued existence was contingent upon B’nai 
Yisroel’s acceptance of Torah. Without the acceptance of Torah, 
the world would once again plunge into Tohu Va’Vohu - Null 
and Void. Therefore we can appreciate both Heaven’s and the 
Earth’s trepidation at the moment that the Torah was offered to 
B’nai Yisroel. Both trembled and only when B’nai Yisroel finally 
accepted the Torah and its obligations did Heaven and the Earth 
grow calm and reassured of its continued existence.

Clearly, the Giving of Torah at Sinai was no small affair. 
Essentially the complete fate of the universe rested upon this 
one event.  The future of mankind and the natural world rested 
upon our acceptance of Torah. Certainly, if the Heaven and the 
Earth feared for their future, where do fear and calm fit into our 
experience today? One of the common themes of Torah is Yiriat 
HaShem - fear of God and Ahavah - Love. Like the Heaven and 
Earth’s experience, Torah should inspire both awe and love in our 
relationship to God, Torah, Judaism, and life. If we view Torah as 
a means toward a more meaningful relationship with God, a more 
meaningful relationship with the spiritual aspect of ourselves, 

and our loved ones we see that the 
concepts of love and fear are not 
inconsistent or mutually exclusive, 
rather they are symbiotic. Both are 
required for a healthy relationship. 
Awe, or at least a little awe, is 
an important component of a 
relationship. Awe provides an 
excellent check and balance from 
taking any relationship for granted. 
Awe provides the sanctity required 
in any relationship providing a check for behavior that may 
demean or even destroy the relationship. Love prevents us from 
being over-zealous, self-righteous or holding on too tightly to 
those we love. If our love is of a healthy variety, we perceive the 
goodness in our loved and have a genuine concern for the other’s 
happiness. Therefore we try to behave in a way that does not 
drive a wedge between us and our loved ones. To love our best 
qualities and a desire to embody those qualities and possess an 
awe/fear of those qualities we loathe provides a check upon how 
we communicate, how we treat others, and how we connect to 
our loved ones and ultimately to God.  Only when we recognize 
that both Awe and Love are necessary to have the capacity to 
love in a selfless, humble and healthy manner. Only then we can 
embrace Mitzvot; then we can embrace the love of our spouse or 
the joy of our children or the warmth of our parents. 

On this Shavuot, let us take a lesson from the Heavens and the 
Earth. Let us learn that fear and calm are not mutually exclusive 
concepts. Rather a healthy dose of both is required for any 
meaningful relationship. While it is certainly easier to understand 
this in our relationship with our parents, spouses, and children 
it is just as true in the esoteric and spiritual relationships with 
oneself and with God. We should fear ourselves, we should 
respect our Yetzer HaRah (our evil inclination) in order to 
channel it to do “good”. We should possess a healthy fear of God 
so that we are humble enough to accept and to learn. However, 
we should never be so fearful that we become paralyzed. A healthy 
sense of awe and love, of fear and calm, brings the contentment, 
the humility and the serenity that acceptance and the continued 
study of Torah provides.

Chag Sameach,  
Rabbi Lipson 
rabbilipson@beby.org

Graduation recoGnition
saturday june 16th at 8:45 am

A reminder to graduates and parents that we will be holding 
our annual Graduation Recognition on Shabbat,  June 16th.

We look forward to sharing this special occasion with you and your family.  
Please RSVP to the office.  Eileen Jadd and Karen Seidman, 

Graduation Recognition Committee
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Dear Congregants,

“Hachodesh Hazeh Lachem”

Recently we ushered in the first month on the Jewish calendar, the 
month of Nisan, when G-d gave the Children of Israel their first 
mitzvah as a nation to remember the Exodus from Egypt and to 
commemorate the observance of Pesach.  We too – in modern times 
- found ourselves preparing to celebrate the mitzvah of Passover 
with all its preparations and obligations - cleaning, cooking and 
of course experiencing the seder together with family and friends. 

For me this season has been extra exciting as I celebrated my first 
Pesach with my new Beth Emeth family.  Now, with Shavuot fast 
approaching, I look forward to completing my first year in this 
amazing shul.

Just as B’nei Yisrael received their first mitzvah, of celebrating the 
first Pesach as a nation and then the Exodus from Egypt, I too have 
experienced many “firsts” this year.

I have found a shul that has two morning minyanim that are 
so vibrant and so welcoming.  A synagogue’s minyanim are the 
backbone of the synagogue.  People come together at the minyan 
to support one another and be there for each other. This is where 
many connections to the synagogue are formed and strengthened.

The Shabbat services are also so engaging. I am so lucky to be part 
of a shul that embraces and enjoys cantorial music.  Every Shabbat 
offers an amazing experience and a world class service, thanks to 
Rabbi Morrison and Rabbi Lipson.

I was lucky to have been part of the 
first “SOLD OUT” cantorial concert 
at Beth Emeth, bringing in my father, 
the world renowned Cantor Shlomo 
Guber as well as acclaimed cantorial 
accompanist Cantor Daniel Gildar.  
The night was truly magical for us.

As I look to the future, I hope this 
is the first of many years together 
with this special community.  I look 
forward to being able to grow with the Shul, and to continue to 
enhance Beth Emeth’s Jewish musical tradition, enabling Beth 
Emeth to return to cantorial greatness.

As the Children of Israel left Egypt, witnessed all the miracles, and 
finally received the Torah, they still had to wander in the desert for 
40 years. In a sense, the exodus from Egypt was not considered 
complete until they received the Torah, wandered and spiritually 
grew up in the wilderness, then entered Israel. Yes, this has been 
an amazing year for me personally – as I experienced my own 
personal journey.  I look forward to continuing this journey here 
at Beth Emeth – growing professionally and bringing the best that 
I can be to my role as Cantor of this wonderful synagogue.

I want to thank the Beth Emeth family for making me part of this 
great shul and wish you a Chag Shavuot Sameach.

Cantor David Guber
cantor@beby.org

Family

S h a b bat i n i
with Cantor David Guber.
Friday may 25th

6 pm — Martini Bar / Harvest Table / Mocktinis
7 pm — Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

This special event will be held in the foyer featuring light food, 
drinks, martinis and special mocktinis for the kids.

All are welcome to attend at no cost but please RSVP to the office no 
later than Wednesday May 23rd.

cantor’s notes
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president’s message

Dear Congregants and Friends,

As we proceed on our journey through the Jewish calendar 
together, we continue to learn from the past, create change in 
the present, and set goals for the future. The upcoming holiday 
Shavuot is historically the day on which the Jewish people were 
given the Torah on Mount Sinai. It is significant that we talk about 
the giving of the Torah rather than the receiving of the Torah. The 
sages teach us that we are constantly receiving the Torah each and 
every day, but the only time that it was given was to Moses at 
Mount Sinai. 

Pirkei Avot, translated as Ethics of the Fathers, is a tractate of the 
Mishna that delineates the Torah’s views on ethics and interper-
sonal relationships. This text is relevant to Shavuot for many rea-
sons, one being that it begins with the chain of delivery of the 
Torah from the time that Moshe received it. 

Shavuot is traditionally celebrated by staying up all night to study 
Torah. I could not think of a better way to address our congrega-
tion than with a piece of Mishna that we can all be inspired by. It is 
customary to study Pirkei Avot on each Shabbat between Passover 
and Shavuot, throughout the counting of the Omer. In Pirkei Avot 
2:16, Rabbi Tarfon teaches: “It is not your responsibility to finish the 
work, but neither are you free to desist from it.” What can we learn 

from Rabbi Tarfon? The work that 
he speaks of is the work of Tik-
kun Olam, repairing the world. 
We each have an important role 
in making this world, this country, 
this community, and this congre-
gation a better place. We can see 
from his teachings that we are all 
required to do all that we are able 
to do as individuals, and that the 
responsibility must not and can-
not fall on one person’s shoulders. 

We have had some incredibly generous monetary donations at 
Beth Emeth over the last few months. This has made it possible 
for some much needed renovations. Our congregation relies on 
each and every one of our members to do what they can and con-

tribute what they can in order to enact change. It is not anybody’s 
responsibility to take on the entirety of the work of building our 
community, but none of us are free to desist from it.

Allan M. Snow
president@beby.org

High Holy Day Honours
Please let us know if you would like to receive a 

High Holy Day honour. 
If you have never received an honour 

or have not received one recently please send an email to 
freda@beby.org with your 

request and time of day preference.



 
After receiving the notice that it was time to submit my article for 
the Shavuot Kesher I found myself challenged as to what to write 
for my “Boardroom Banter” article. 

Shavuot commemorates the giving of The Torah at Mount Sinai. 
The giving of the Torah was an event of awesome proportions 
that  stamped the Jewish Nation with a unique character, faith and 
destiny, yet unlike other Yom Tovs, has no obvious “symbols”.  It is 
suggested that there are no symbols to distract us from the central 
focus …The Torah.

For Shavuot we read the Book of Ruth and I believe the underlying 
message is one of altruistic behavior and everyone recognizing 
their potential of doing good, refraining from being selfish and 
addressing the question of “What can I do for you?”

We, the members of the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda, are very fortunate 
to have a Board of Directors and a large group of volunteers, who 
on a daily basis ask “what can I do for our membership?”  They are 
dedicated in serving our membership with respect and representing 
their interests and needs. 

Our meetings are engaging and challenging. We are fortunate to 
have members who are willing to participate in strong debates, on 

a variety of issues and policies that 
affect the day to day and future 
operations of our synagogue.  
Disagreements, debates and a 
willingness to compromise ensure 
that decisions are well thought 
out and ultimately benefit the 
synagogue at large, not just a 
single group’s interest.

I would like to thank our Board 
for their dedication and altruistic 
attitude. It is my honour to work with such a dedicated group of 
individuals.

On behalf of Lori and my family I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy and Healthy Shavout.

Steven Greenwood
Chairman of the Board
GAASC Chair
chair@beby.org
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boardroom banter

The Va’ad – Council of Past Presidents 
and Honoured Board Members lost 
its most senior member and its Dean 
with the passing of a true visionary, 
Mr. David Anisman z’l. David was 
a wonderfully recognized and 
respected Canadian businessman 
and community leader and activist 
whose vision formed the foundation 
of our successful Synagogue that we 

are today.  He had a unique ability to cultivate relationships and 
realize value and success from his business but was the ultimate 
community leader especially here at Beth Emeth where he acted 
with integrity for over 60 years with great decisiveness and charm.  
He was respected by all. David was my ‘book-end’ as the most 
senior of Past Presidents while I am the youngest of the group.  For 
me personally he was a wonderful mentor and had a unique quality 
of wanting to see the future unfold in a way that would be of benefit 
to our Synagogue.  We hope and pray that his good name should 
be for a blessing and we extend sincere condolences to his family.

Our core values at Beth Emeth remain: trustworthiness, acting with 
integrity and to ensure long term stability throughout the organi-
zation.  The Va’ad plays a critical role because of the expertise it 
collectively offers to the current Executive and Board. The Va’ad 
deeply wants to help the Synagogue as a whole live up to the expec-
tations our members have of us.   The Va’ad is one of the pillars of 
our future which we call our Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Hebrew Men 

of England’s sound and soul.  This sound is hopeful, big hearted, 
idealistic, daring, decent and fair.   That’s our heritage, that’s our 
sound and soul.  For all our problems and differences, we remain 
together!  We raise our voices to the G-d who is the author of our 
most tender prayers, and who holds us close with our sound of 
unity as a House of Prayer, Education, Outreach and Chesed always 
with concern and care. We must come together for our collective 
confidence not our doubts.  Let history say of us since our found-
ing, “The days since our founding were golden years”, because we 
want to reach for our best.” I believe the role of all Past Presidents is 
to align themselves with ensuring we go from ‘Strength to Strength’.   
I hope one day, I will be a ‘book-end’ to a much younger past Presi-
dent to tell them about the times we live today, with our hopes and 
dreams in 5778. 

As the Festival of Shavuot fast approaches, we need to take a mo-
ment and reflect on all that is good, and how one very decent Past 
President Mr. David Anisman z’l paved a road still solid after all 
these sixty plus years.    

My family joins me and my Va’ad colleagues in wishing everyone a 
Chag Shavuot Sameach, remembering the essence and meaning of 
Torah and the good deeds and mitzvot that we need to fulfill.

Warmly,
Michael Shawn Kerzner
Immediate Past President, Chair Va’ad.

The View from the Va’ad
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executive director’s message

As I write this message, we have just come through a week of 
commemoration and celebration. We commemorated Yom 
Hashoah v’Hagvurah, followed by Yom Hazikaron when we honour 
the memory of those who have fallen defending and protecting 
Israel. Emerging from these very poignant remembrances, we along 
with Jews around the world revelled in celebration as Israel marked 
her 70th Birthday. This year I was privileged to have been able 
to visit Israel as part of the annual conference of my professional 
network organization, NAASE – North American Association of 
Synagogue Executives. Synagogue directors from across Canada 
and the United States gathered to learn together and to share in 
many unique and meaningful experiences that only Israel can 
offer. At the Weizmann Institute we learned first-hand the latest 
advancements in technology;  at the Agam Museum we marvelled 
at the incredible graphic artistry of Yaakov Agam; at the Sholom

Hartman Institute we heard a brilliant analysis of the challenges 
and paradoxes facing Israeli Society from Prof. Yossi Klein-Halevi; 
at Moshav Nativ Ha’asarah along the border with Gaza, we walked 
along the fence which we helped decorate with messages of Shalom/
Peace/Salaam. We were moved to tears to see how Israel and JNF 
Canada worked together to create an authentic Ethiopian village 

in Kiryat Gat, where Ethiopian senior citizens are made to feel at 
home.  We observed the creativity of Hatzolah Israel through the 

use of volunteers with motorcycles, 
saving countless lives by enabling 
emergency responders to wind their 
way through busy and cluttered 
Israeli streets to reach victims 
within minutes. We descended into 
a massive underground community 
centre in Sederot, built by JNF USA, 
where 100’s of children play, learn 
and socialize, at any one time, safely 
and quietly away from the dangers 
of in-coming missiles from Gaza. We met with Masorti leaders 
and clergy who are working tirelessly to raise awareness of their 
efforts to foster Jewish pluralism in communities throughout 
Israel.  During our visit to the Lone Soldier Centre in Jerusalem, 
we had the pleasure of meeting up with former lone soldier 
Yasmine Yakobi, and her dad Booki, a member of our shul. And, 
one of the most powerful experiences during this trip was visiting 
a multi-cultural school, Yad b’Yad, the first of its kind in Israel, 
where Jewish and Arab children learn together, sharing classrooms 
and learning each other’s languages and cultures. Every trip to 
Israel is remarkable and special, but this year, everything seemed 
even more miraculous. The life and vibrancy of our little eautiful 
country shone through in every step and in every breath taken 
during this wonderful visit. As we prepare to observe Shavuot, we 
remember two most remarkable gifts given to the Jewish people at 
Sinai: the gift of Torah and the gift of Eretz Yisrael as the eternal 
home of the Jewish people.   

Chag Shavuot Sameach. 
Pearl Grundland
Executive Director
pearl@beby.org

Kiryat Gat – Atachlit/Beta Israel Ethiopian Community

Moshav Nativ Ha’Asarah – Gaza Border Fence

A Message from the Editor,

I wish to remind you that the meaning of 
Kesher is “Connection” – our connection to the 
membership.

Our aim is to inform the members of current 
and future programmes via shorter articles 
and eye catching visual displays. The Editorial 
Committee reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.

All comments are welcome. A joyous Shavuot 
to all!

Connie Kachuck
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First, I want to say how honoured I am to have been chosen 
Volunteer of the Year here at Beth Emeth. I was more than surprised 
to find out that I had been selected, but at the same time I was very 
humbled to have my contributions recognized by the synagogue. 

I am a retired educator who was a high school department head and 
was fortunate enough to be seconded to the Ministry of Education 
where I helped put forward the Policy and Procedures document 
for my subject area as well as helped organize a province-wide 
symposium. I have been part of numerous curriculum writing 
teams over the course of my career.

All of those transferrable skills are what I bring to my volunteering 
here and I am so pleased to be able to help move forward some 
very interesting and important initiatives. None of it has been done 
alone. I continue to work with amazing people and this recognition 
is theirs to share with me. 

In that regard, in the past several years I have worked on the Time 
Capsule; the lunch and room preparation for Out of the Cold; 
the Food for Thought series on financial elder abuse; Lunch and 
Literature; Books and Bagels and the Chesed Knitters, where, in 
addition to knitting and crocheting, I put together a booklet of 
some of the patterns we have used for blankets for children in 
hospitals and shelters in and around the GTA and I arrange to have 
the soldiers’ hats delivered to Israel. I write the book reviews that 
appear in every edition of the Kesher. I have served on the Board of 
Directors for the past 3 years and am recording secretary. I delivered 
Yom Hashoah candles and have been 
on the Audit Committee for the past 
2 years. I have tried to establish 
protocols that other upcoming leaders 

can use and we are currently 
developing a checklist for anyone 
who is running a program at 
the shule, which should help to 
make the process easier and more 
transparent. I am the Board Liaison 
for the Aleph Beit Chadash Hebrew 
school. This year we established a 
permanent location for the school 
in the Inwentash Centre, and most 
importantly, formalized and built 
on the previous curriculum. 

Now that the time capsule is ready for burial and the school is well 
on its way, I am setting my sights on co-chairing the Czech Torah 
Scrolls Project. Please read the short write-up we have included in 
this edition of the Kesher and contact me with any ideas you have 
as we bring the Torah back to life here at Beth Emeth.

My parents, Ruth and Irving Cooper (z”l),  were both very active in 
the synagogue. They understood the importance of a strong Jewish 
foundation and passed this belief on to me. In turn, I hope that my 
children and yours will continue to work for the synagogue and 
for K’lal Israel. May we all grow together from strength to strength. 

Eleanor Minuk 

volunteer of the year eleanor minuk 

czech torah 
Project & Blog
Drop by and take a look at the 
Torah now on display in the 
foyer near Elder Street. Over 300 
years old and rescued from 
the Holocaust, this is now our 
“newest” Torah at Beth Emeth. 
We are in the preliminary stages 
of organizing a year of events 
to introduce the Torah to all of 
our congregants, their families 
and our community. There will 
be  opportunities to participate 
in a variety of activities in 
philanthropic support of this very 
significant acquisition, and to learn and follow the work of the Sofer, the scribe who is restoring the Torah. We will have lots to 
share with everyone in the fall, so stay tuned! Please look out for our blog tracing the progress of the repairs, coming soon! 
Steve Holland and Eleanor Minuk 
Co-chairs of the Czech Torah Project
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Holocaust Memorial Wall
Sam Green & Renee Herzog -
Family & Friends Gone but not Lost, always Remembered

Howard & Charna Nightingale - 
In memory of: Goldman Family, Galicia Poland, 
Nachtigal Family, Klobuck Poland

Gidon & Pearl Grundland & Family - 
In memory of loved ones lost

Allan & Susan Snow - 
In loving memory of Majer & Mina Snow

The BEBY Brotherhood in memory of David Katz l”z

Edelstein garden
Lorna Yufe – In memory of the children in the Bricks family who 
perished in the Holocaust. 
and  
In memory of the children in the Yufe family who perished in the 
Holocaust.

Out of the Cold supplies
A special thank you to the following Canadian Tire stores for 
their generous donation of storage boxes to Out of the Cold:
Canadian Tire - Sheppard/Leslie 1019 Sheppard Ave. East
Canadian Tire - 700 Lawrence Ave. West

terumah Donations:
Thank you to all who have contributed towards our annual 
Terumah Campaign. The funds raised by this campaign go 
directly to assist our own Beth Emeth families who are facing 
financial hardship. Over 200 Families benefit from your support. 
Between our last Kesher issue to March 15, the following 
members have honoured their pledges. 

Goldlist, Max
Marx, Adam & Haley
Srebrolow, Gary & Stacey
Cooper, Morris & Esther
Rosen, Jeff & Wagman, Barbi
Bricks, Harold & Judith
Rottmann, Mark & Batya
Barmherzig, Michael & Bette
Greenwood, Steven & Lori
Priemer, Leslie & Rona
Putter, Manny & Ruth
Goldberg, Rick & Mandy
Snow, Kevin
Bly, Jeffrey & Janice
Kurtz, Robert & Caroline
Koffman, Allen & Simone
Green, Sam & Herzog, Renee
Macerollo, Michael & Boigon, Michelle

Double Mitzvah Donations
Thank you to all who contributed to our 2nd Annual Israel 
Bonds Double Mitzvah Campaign. Your generosity will not only 
support the State of Israel but also help to support Beth Emeth 
Bais Yehuda Synagogue. Between our last Kesher and March 
15th, the following members have honoured their Double 
Mitzvah pledges. 

Steven & Elly Muchnik
Howard Krupat & Karen Hauser

fundraising

Leon Eisner Memorial Lecture 
thank you to —
Morty Weisselberg  
You were captivating, interesting, humorous, historical 
and a storyteller extraordinaire. We very much appreciated 
your depth and content. 

thank you to —
Arnold Machtinger 
Our photographer for the Cantor Guber Concert, 
Songs My Father Taught Me.

We regret any errors and 
omissions that may occur.

Please advise the office of any 
corrections required.



— 13 —

 all about our members

Shy Baron, 
gabbai Rishon

I was asked to write about my 
role in our Shul as the Senior 
Gabbay and those of you 
who know me will attest it is 
difficult for me to say “only a 
few words”. My involvement 
at Beth Emeth began a few 
years ago; my wife Lynda and 
I found the Shul open and 
welcoming and when asked 
to help I could not refuse. 

What I enjoy or find most satisfying about my role is dealing with 
people, having the opportunity to meet our members and guests 
and give them an honour on Shabbat or holidays which makes 
them happy.  I love seeing the joy on people’s faces when I can be 
part of their celebration and seeing the smiles on the faces of the 
kids when I hand out lollipops. Beth Emeth is not just a Shul to 
me, it is my community, and my involvement is my way of giving 
back.

Chag Sameach

Sam green, 
gabbai Shaynee

Our former shul president, 
Bernie Schwartz, honoured 
me with the opportunity 
to serve our shul as 
assistant Gabbai almost 
2 years ago. Since then, I 
have had the pleasure and 
privilege of standing at the 
Bima beside our amazing 
Rabbi, Howard Morrison, 
following the Torah with 
our brilliant reader, Shlomo Wanounou, thrilling at the incredible 
vocals and cavanah of our impressive young cantor, David Guber, 
and assisting and participating with an array of wonderful people 
who have contributed to our fulfilling Shabbat services by being 
called up for any number of celebratory occasions.   

I help some people up and down the steps. I do the placement of 
the torahs, as well as the opening and closing of the Ark. I shake 
hands and congratulate men and women I like and admire. I 
watch out for those who sometimes need a tissue to wipe away a 
tear of joy. 

Sounds like a job. Sounds like I do for others. So, what’s in it for 
me? This is not a job. It’s a calling. I’m good at this. I love the 
people. I love the work. And I will continue to do what I can, and 
what I love to do, as long as I can, and as long as the shul will 
want me, and allow me to fulfill my calling.

THe BeBY APP is Here!
That’s right!  You heard it here first folks - we have entered the 21st century 
with our very own BEBY App. Created for us by Shulcloud, and available 
for both Android and IOS operating systems. Go to the App store and 
search for Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue. Download to your device 
like any other app. Provides easy access to our website, your account, 
upcoming events, youth activities and donations. Follow the instructions - 
requires  a one time log in. Sign up for text alerts too!



 

The mandate of Continuing Education is to showcase a variety of 
educational, cultural, diverse, world events, entertaining & social 
programs. Our committee is anticipating that our line up of events 
will attract our Synagogue’s membership.

This year we are fortunate to have the generosity of the Weinstein 
Family Scholar in Residence Fund which gives us the opportunity 
to present some high profile speakers that you will view in our 
upcoming Spring Lectures. Our committee is always looking for 
new and innovative ideas for programming. Perry and Marlene, who 
are Co-Chairs for Continuing Education look forward to greeting all 
of you at our upcoming events. 

Wishing all our members a 
Chag Sameach.

Perry Davis & Marlene White
Chairs, Continuing Education
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continuing education

Sundays
• Hebrew Reading Classes — with Michael Kinrys. Hebrew 
Reading Crash Course Levels I and II. New dates TBA.

• Tanach Study Group — led by shul members and 
meeting in their homes, this interactive study group 
analyzes and discusses various Tanach texts. Check the 
weekly bulletin for dates and locations.

Mondays
•   Walking with God, The Jewish Calendar, and Justice. 
Using materials arranged by the Ziegler School, we will 
analyze texts from diverse periods of Jewish history on the 
meaning and relevance of God, the Jewish Calendar and 
issues pertaining to Justice, including such topics as the 
environment, business, the family, and more. using various 
Jewish literary sources with the goal of formulating one’s 
own position. Boardroom, 7:15 pm with Rabbi Morrison.   

Tuesdays
• Talmud Study Group — sponsored by Sisterhood – 
Rabbis Morrison & Lipson alternate in teaching insights 
from the Talmud. 10 -11:30 am in the synagogue.

Thursdays 
• Nash & Drash — Rabbi Morrison leads a study session, 
combined with a light lunch. Noon, meets monthly in the 
synagogue. New dates TBA. 
 
Shabbat  
• Tish and Torah with Rabbi Lipson — learning sessions 
for the Parshat Ha’Shavua at 10:00 am

• Rabbinics Study Group —Daf Ha’Shavua -  
The weekly page of Talmud. For beginning or 
intermediate students, we will explore page by page the 
first Tractate of the Talmud known as Masechet Berachot 
using the new Koren Talmud Yomi Edition which 
contains the text in its original as well as full English 
translation and commentary by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz. 35 
minutes prior to Mincha. 

Wednesday, May 9th at 7 pm. $5
Rabbi Leslie Lipson
Reel & Spiel - “What’s with the Jews”
 Popcorn and refreshments served.

Sunday June 3rd at 9:30 am.
Breakfast and Lecture at Beth Emeth Cost: TBA.
Professor Stephen Berk Scholar in Residence
Co-sponsored with Beth Tzedec and Sam & Sarah 
Kerzner and Joseph Kerzner Memorial Holocaust 
Lectures.

Film “1945”
Tuesday June 12th at 7:00 pm. Cover: $19.45 
Dessert Reception following. See ad next page for 
details.

Sunday, June 24th at 10:30 am. $5.
Michael Coren
Is the Media Fair & Moral? Michael is a columnist, 
author, radio personality and speaker. Don’t miss 
his unique insights gleaned from over 40 years of 
experience in the news business.
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Greetings and welcome back to all the Snowbirds and to us 
who weathered the blistery cold. Spring is here and beckoning 
the summer sunshine and warm breezes. Shavuot Zman Matan 
Toratanue is a yearly inspirational holiday. It reaffirms our freedom 
both physically and spiritually.  So we are now ready to embrace 
new happenings.  

We at Beth Emeth have been planning new ventures. I am back 
writing for the Kesher after an absence of five years. As the 
Outreach person I will share with you what is on the horizon for 
seniors.

At Beth Emeth, Club Sameach is renewed, revitalized and inspired 
with an active committee.

We will be meeting the last Sunday of every month from 3-5 pm.  
The programs will be specifically entertainment, music, Yiddish, 
the Big Band Sound, folk songs and tea dances.

Conversation Café will continue to meet every Tuesday from 1:15 

– 3:15 pm, open to men and 
women and has proven to be 
very well attended.

Our programs feature speakers, 
authors, book reviews and 
movies.  

A point of interest is that now 
we are affiliated with the Association of Seniors of Toronto. I will 
report on events in the community pertaining to seniors.

Watch for our flyers, the Shabbat bulletin and our website for all 
forthcoming and exciting information.

Wishing you a happy Shavuot.
Chag Sameach from Club Sameach.

Rosalie Shadlyn
Outreach Chairman.

Seniors Events:  
Revitalize, Renew, Be inspired

club sameach

Conversation Cafe
Weekly. Tessler Lounge. Tuesday’s 1:15- 3:15 pm. 

Refreshments served. $2 cover.
Join us for a weekly drop in, featuring an exciting 
array of speakers, movies, story tellers and more! 

Exercise Classes 
Weekly. Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 - 12 pm.

Kadima Volunteerism
Sundays from 2- 3 pm

If you would like to volunteer your time, 
call the office at 416.633.3838.

Sunday Afternoon Entertainment
Join us on the last Sunday of each month. 

in the Tessler Lounge from 3 - 5 pm. $5. TBA.

For more information on any of these programs 
and to register, please call the office 416.633.3838. 

Conversation Cafe 
May Events

May 1 - My Story with Dr. Violet Esser
May 8 - Movie Matinee with Rabbi Lipson 

May 15 - Part III of Mindfulness with 
Dr. Rosalie Shadlyn

May 22 - Entertainment - TBA.
May 29 - Rosemary Cohen discusses the novel 

Catch the Jew! by Tuvia Tenenbom.

June Events
June 5 - Author Bonnie Lawrence-Shear 

discusses her book, Dinner on Dunvegan
June 12 - Part IV of Mindfulness with 

Dr. Rosalie Shadlyn
June 19 - Movie Matinee with Rabbi Lipson

June 26 - Summer Lunch with Entertainment
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As winter is ending and the great weather of spring and summer are 
approaching, the Brotherhood has many programmes to be proud 
of. We just celebrated Brotherhood Shabbat on March 17th where 
our members were honoured and Steve Holland did a great job 
reading the Haftarah. Yom Hashoah, April 11-12, was remembered 
as we honoured the children that perished during the Holocaust 
by meeting in the Edelstein Garden on the Thursday night. We are 
hoping that those that received their candles, either by delivery or 
picked up at the synagogue, would support the Edelstein Garden 
by sending in a donation. 

Join us for our monthly Brotherhood Dinner meeting on May 
16th at 6:30 pm.  No Charge - but please, RSVP.

What would a Brotherhood event be without a little food and drink? 
We just held our annual Bourbon Tasting on March 21st and will 
be hosting a Beer Tasting on Thursday June 14th. We are hoping 
to have a Scotch tasting paired with a BBQ on Thursday July 19th. 
Watch for details.
 
Everybody is invited to our social programmes so please put the 
above dates on your calendar.

Chag Shavuot Sameach.
Brotherhood Planning Committee
brotherhood@beby.org

brotherhood

Beer tasting & Food Pairings. 
thursday, June 14th at 7 pm

$40 pp. Sample an amazing selection of unique craft beers, 
paired with good friends and a delicious 

dinner catered by Brotherhood 

sisterhood hosted programs

Sisterhood Knit/Crochet and Chat group 
Join us! We welcome knitters, chatters and donors! Coffee too! 10 
am every Monday morning in the Library. Support our work and 
donate to the BEBY Chesed Knitters! We love to have your support!

Mah Jongg and Rummikub
Weekly. Mondays and Wednesdays 12:30 - 3:30 pm.  
All welcome. $3. Refreshments served. New players welcome! 
Call the office if you would like to join. 
 
Sisterhood Study group
Weekly. Tuesdays 10:00 am. 
Rabbis Morrison and Lipson alternate weekly providing year round 
study and learning. 
 
israeli Folk Dancing
Weekly. Wednesdays. 8pm. Beginners & Intermediate. Call 
Shoshana Frank for more info and to register. 
905-889-9419.  
 
Frumba
Weekly. Thursdays. 7:30 pm. 
Women’s Cardio Dance Fitness. Easy workout with great music. 
No experience needed - all ages welcome. Start any time. Contact 
Bette at Frumbadance@gmail.com to learn more and to register.

Our committee continues with its planning 
of programs. We will launch this new group’s 
first event in October 2018. Watch for it!  

Our proposed June introduction has been 
delayed, but don’t be disappointed.  It will 
be worth the wait.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Co-Chairs
Marlene White and Susan Colomby



 youth and young families

For more information on any program, to volunteer or apply for a position, 
contact the Youth Department at 416.633.3838 x 229 or youth@beby.org.

Family Programs
FAMiLY SHABBAt — Saturday May 12, 10:00 am 
in the Arback Hall. Our interactive Family Shabbat 
service followed by lunch.

UJA’S WALK WitH iSRAEL – Sunday May 27. An 
annual Toronto Jewish community tradition! Celebrate 
Israel@70. Details at www.walkwithisrael.com.

tWEEn AnD tEEn PROgRAMS
Saturday May 19

TEEn TIKKUn LEIL SHaVUoT
It’s the annual teen tikkun, for teens in 

Grades 7-12! Following services. Yummy 
treats along with an exciting and interactive 

learning session with Rabbi Lipson. Please 
email youth@beby.org for more details.

FAMiLY SHABBAt – 
Saturday June 2, 10 am in the Arback 

Hall. Our last Family Shabbat service of the year!

Farewell Ronny and noam – 
Friday and Saturday, June 8-9. 
Come to a community Shabbat dinner, say thank you, 
and bid farewell to Ronny and Noam, our 2017-2018 
ShinShinim. Then enjoy an enhanced Kiddush on 
Saturday June 9 in their honour.

************** 
BAR/BAt MitzVAH PROgRAM – 
thursday May 24.
Life Cycle: Endings and Beginnings. 
This dinner program is the final program in the 2017-
2018 Beth Emeth Bar/Bat Mitzvah program and is 
meant to be attended by the Bar/Bat child and their 
parents.  
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Wow – can you believe it’s almost summer 
already? The Youth Department has had 
such an amazing year of programs and 
activities – the sweetest Chocolate Seder, 
meaningful Family Shabbat services, and a 
super Purim carnival! The fun isn’t over yet 
though; we still have an awesome Teen 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot, Family Shabbat, and a 
community farewell dinner to Ronny and 
Noam, our 2017-2018 ShinShinim.
Applications will soon be online for 

High Holiday Youth Program staff and 
volunteers! Please have your teen fill out 
the correct online form and submit it ASAP 
– positions are given out on a first come, 
first served basis.

I am already hard at work planning the 
2018-2019 BEBY Youth Department 
calendar. Things are shaping up to 
be a great year! Your feedback about 
programs that you would like to see for 

your children, grandchildren, or family are 
ALWAYS welcome and appreciated; feel 
free to email me at youth@beby.org or call 
(416) 633-3838 x229. I hope you and your 
family have a fun, restful, and enjoyable 
summer!

Dale gold, 
Youth and Family Program Director

youth@beby.org
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 youth department fun!

SHinSHiniM 
HOSting

We need host homes and families!  
if you can host one of our incoming 

ShinShinim, please contact 
youth@beby.org 

to learn more.

ShaBBat activitieS
gAn SHABBAt
Weekly Shabbat programming and 
babysitting for children SK and younger, 
including songs, games, Jewish learning 
and healthy snacks. Gan Shabbat runs all 
year round from 10 am until the end of 
services in the BEBY Babies room on the 
lower level near the parking lot side.

Mini MinYAn
Our Shabbat and Holiday t’filla (prayer) 
program for children in Grades 1-2! 
Program begins at 10 am in the Inwentash 
Centre with Shmeer and Schmooze, 
followed by an abridged prayer service 
with lots of singing and movement.

YOUtH KiDDiSH 
For all our participants in the Gan 
Shabbat, Mini Minyan and Junior 
Congregation, Kiddish is provided 
monthly following the completion 
of services in the Inwentash Centre.  
Sponsor a Youth Kiddish in honour of a 
special occasion such as your child or 
grandchild’s birthday or other milestone!! 
Please contact youth@beby.org for 
further details.
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Beth emeth Member 
Scholarships

Beth Emeth offers many scholarship opportunities
to our members and their families. 

Apply now.
Deadlines approaching! 

Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai torah: 
Adults and teens of Beth Emeth 

who have an interest in 
engaging in advanced Torah study 

are welcome to apply. 

10th Anniversary 
Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Award: 

This scholarship supports our congregants’ children 
and grandchildren in their 

extra-curricular sporting activities. 
Scholarships will be awarded in June of 2018. 

David and Sandra Anisman 
israel Fund Scholarships:

 Available to members studying or attending 
programs in Israel. Applications are accepted and 

scholarships awarded on an ongoing basis but 
applications MUST be submitted prior to departure.  

Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund: 
This fund offers scholarships to members for 

programs they will be attending 
which support Jewish continuity. 

Scholarships will be awarded in June of 2018. 

All applications can be found online at: 
beby.org/scholarships.html or by contacting 
Christine in the Synagogue office at  ext 288.

*The sustainability of these funds is dependent on 
your support. When contributing to the Synagogue, 
please consider donating to one of these funds to 

allow the Synagogue to award scholarships to more 
of our deserving members.

youth department fun!
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 rhapsody: the liberation of leo spellman

Bar/Bat Mitzvah program at Kavanah Gardens

Only a mere 
sampling of some 
of the fabulous 
works that were 
on display April 
22 at the Art 
Showcase. 

Yasher Koach 
to everyone 
involved.

art show - april 22

RHAPSODY: 
THE LIBERATION OF LEO SPELLMAN
is a feature length documentary about composer 
and Holocaust survivor Leo Spellman. His 
powerful orchestral masterpiece, Rhapsody 
1939-1945, and his riveting wartime diaries 
provide the framework for his story of courage, 
survival, and the power of music.

Born into a legendary Polish music dynasty in 
1913, Spellman became a professional pianist 
at the age of nine accompanying silent films in cinemas. His career 
as a composer and performer flourished until the Nazi invasion 
in 1939. Spellman escaped from the ghetto and survived by his 
wits: hiding in a forest, beneath dead bodies in a cemetery, and 
along with his wife Mania was hidden for eighteen months by a 
young Polish student, Henryk Wronski, in a secret compartment 
behind a pantry.

Spellman wrote his diaries in Ostrowiec, Poland, while he was 
hiding from the Nazis. They were discovered after his death 
and have never been disclosed to the public until this film. 
Raw, intimate and terrifying, they have been declared by the 
Washington Holocaust Museum to be among the most important 
documents from World War II. Spellman wrote Rhapsody 1939-
1945 as his musical diary. It was composed in 1947 at a Displaced 
Person’s camp in Germany, the events of the Holocaust still fresh 

in his mind. The piece was lost for more than 
fifty years until found by a musicologist in 
2002. It was re-orchestrated and expanded in 
2011 by Paul Hoffert for a CD recording and 
a triumphant Canadian premiere concert just 
months before Spellman’s passing at 99.

Leo Spellman’s story, like that of first cousin 
Wladislaw Szpilman, subject of the Oscar-
winning film The Pianist, is an important and 
gripping historical tale that’s still relevant in a 

world where atrocities dominate the news. Using the universal 
language of music to tell Spellman’s tale of suffering, perseverance, 
and liberation, Rhapsody inspires audiences with its uplifting 
message of the indomitable human spirit and ensures that Leo 
Spellman’s legacy will survive long after his death.

An Evening of Music and Hope will feature performances by 
Jim Gelcer, Paul Hoffert, Gelcer/Hoffert Trio, Marilyn Lightstone, 
Cantor David Guber, Violinist Moshe Hammer and more. Don’t 
miss this amazing event and the opportunity to learn the story 
of Leo Spellman and his historical legacy. Ticket and sponsorship 
information is available from beby.org. 

tUESDAY MAY 22 At 7:30 PM.
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BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA SYNAGOGUE – NOMI NATION FORM 
Under Section 6.2.2 of the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Constitution 

 
This document or any facsimile thereof shall be used as a Nomination Form for members in good 
standing of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue (“BEBY”) who wish to run for a seat on the 
Board of Directors at BEBY at the 2018 Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday, October 
28, 2018.  A nomination requires the signatures of the proposed candidate and seven other 
members in good standing.  The deadline for submitting this nomination form to the Nominations 
Committee (Michael S. Kerzner, Chairman) in respect of a candidate for the elections is 3:00 pm, 
Friday, September 21, 2018. 
 
The undersigned is a member in good standing of BEBY and wishes to put his/her name forward 
as a candidate for the position noted next to his/her name at the upcoming Annual General 
Meeting of the Synagogue. The undersigned hereby confirms that he/she meets the eligibility 
requirements to run for such position as set out in the BEBY Constitution. 
  
_______________     ___________________     _______________________________     __________________ 
       Date  Name (print)               Signature    Position 
 
 
 
Each of the undersigned is a member in good standing of BEBY and by signing below is indicating 
his/her willingness to nominate the above-named candidate to run for the above-noted position 
of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue. 
 
  

Date Name (print) Signature 
1.   

 
 

2.   
 
 

3.   
 
 

4.   
 
 

5.   
 
 

6.   
 
 

7. 
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How time flies when we are busy with all of the 
programs and events that are offered at Beth 
Emeth.  I feel as if the last Kesher article was 
written last week. In the Music Committee 
there are people who have been involved in 
music for a long time and some for only a short 
while. The idea that brings us together each 
month is our shared interest in what music means 
to all of us and how to convey that feeling to you, 
our members.

In February I wrote about the upcoming Purim Play, Grease, and 
the preparations that have gone into that annual performance.  For 
those of us who took the time to watch the play we were once 
again amazed by the talents and skills each performer displayed.  
Months of weekly rehearsals and preparation provided the best 
play I have seen so far. Yasher Koach to everyone who participated, 
whether on stage or behind the scenes. A special shout out to 
Albert Han and Karla Yakobi who stepped up to fill holes left 
in key positions.  We need your help to make this annual event 
happen next year.  Be the one to help sponsor this play and step 
forward without being asked. Together we all make Beth Emeth a 
stronger and more meaningful place for everyone.

On Chol Hamoed Pesach, Monday April 2, we presented a musical 
cabaret featuring our talented younger members. Late in May, the 
25th to be exact, we will again present Cantor David Guber in 
the lead role for a Shabbatini to mark the end of our fiscal year.  

As in the past, we will 
offer a martini bar and 

harvest table prior 
to the beginning of 
the Shabbat service.  

Come and meet 
your BEBY family 

over a drink and food 
then settle in for another 

wonderful rendition of Shabbat as 
only Cantor Guber can provide.  
We hope to see everyone there.

There are other music programs in the works but the details have 
not yet been finalized.  We will keep you posted and if you have any 
ideas to share please feel free to share them with the Committee.  
Please contact the office with your ideas and contacts and I will get 
in touch with you.  Thanks for getting involved and for helping to 
make music a great part of Beth Emeth.

On behalf of my wife Lori, the Committee and my co-chair Bernice 
Levine, I wish you Chag Sameach and we look forward to hosting 
you at our programs in the future.

Perry Davis and Bernice Levine
Co-Chairs, Music Committee 

music committee

ontario Volunteer Service awards
Yehudi Hendler • Dr. Rosalie Shadlyn • Michael Sugarman

Harry Turk • Tema Wasserman  

The Ontario Volunteer Service Awards recognize individual volunteers for continuous years of 
commitment and dedicated service to an organization.

On April 9th, the above named Beth Emeth members were presented 
with the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards Honours by the Awards Secretariat, 

Ontario Ministry of Immigration and International Trade.

Adults are recognized for five, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+, 40+, 50+ and 60+ years of continuous service.

Yasher Koach to all of you for a job well done!
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Jewish education is the most important factor in Jewish continuity.

Our first year of Aleph Beit Chadash with our newly implemented 
curriculum has been an exciting and 
successful year.  Students have been 
actively engaged in their learning about 
Israel as our enthusiastic Shinshinim 
share their wealth of experience and 
knowledge with them. Our older students 
have also been engaged in learning about 
Jewish history, pre-Modern day Israel 
and historical events that impacted the 
creation of the State of Israel.  Interesting 
discussions, questions and exploration 
have been part of our weekly program.  
 
Our students have been able to enjoy the 
arts, which are consistently embedded in 
much of their learning.  They have baked 
challah, made their own challah boards, 
built beautiful menorahs for Chanukah, and hosted a Chocolate 
Seder. We look forward to innovative programs every week that 
inspire our students to embrace their Jewish Identity.  

The feedback from both our parents and students has been very 
positive. We have heard from one father when he shared, “I don’t 
know what you are doing here, but whatever it is, my son looks 
forward to his Sunday mornings and bounces out of bed when he 
knows he has Hebrew School.”  Another student asked, “Why don’t 
you have classes over the March Break?  I really miss this when I 
have to wait 2 weeks.”

At Aleph Beit Chadash, we aim to teach children through a dynamic 
program that involves games, music, arts, drama and, of course, lots 
of inquiry based learning. Our nurturing staff probe the thinking of 
students and push them to critically analyze and question as they 
teach the stories of our ancestors and deepen our commitment to 
our Jewish identity. The lessons of the Torah are brought to life 
in meaningful ways; for example, our students decided to fulfill 
the mitzvah of tzedaka and celebrate Tu B’Shevat by putting their 
money together and planting 2 trees in Israel.

In today’s society, families are very 
busy working and chauffeuring 
children from hockey, gymnastics, 
piano and dance. Our children are 
busier than ever before and so are our 
homes. There are so many balls in the 
air as we race through life and try to fit 
it all in but, inevitably, a ball can drop.  
Don’t let it be your commitment to 
your Jewish identity.  

Teach your children that their religion 
is just as important as their hockey 
practice. Commit to your child’s 
Jewish education by modelling it 
at home, sharing the joys of our 
celebrations in our community and 

devoting 2 hours of their Sundays to Jewish identity, history, and 
culture. The future of our Jewish community is in the hands of 
our children and it is our responsibility to teach them how to 
understand it, experience and live it.

Aleph Beit Chadash Hebrew School looks forward to continued 
growth as our program expands with new enrolment. We are 
committed to our vision of engaging students in their learning 
about Judaism and sparking a lifelong pledge to their Jewish faith.  
We aim to connect Jewish children who are not in the Jewish Day 
School system to our Jewish community, thereby ensuring our 
future. 

Your tuition is fully tax deductible. Deductions are available 
for families who register multiple siblings. We invite you to 
encourage your friends to register their children to participate in 
this wonderful, life changing experience. A discount is available if 
another family registers based on your recommendation.

Chag Sameach and we look forward to welcoming your children 
into our Aleph Beit Chadash Hebrew School.

Shauna Small
Director

Jewish Learning for your Child
The Aleph Beit Chadash School @ Beth Emeth
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 greening committee

In March and April, Earth Hour and Earth 
Day provide win-win opportunities 

to $ave money while protecting our 
environment. With a flick of the light 

switch, we are reminded of our role 
in increasing energy costs and the 

importance and impact of decreasing 
energy consumption. 

Participation in Shavuot rituals and 
customs further reinforces our responsibilities 

as environmental stewards of the earth. We can 
decorate our home or synagogue with greenery, potted plants or 
flowers we have picked. We can be environmentally friendly when 
we garden and eliminate pesticides, fertilizers and weed killers. 
  
We thank Hashem for the gift of the Torah, for the enjoyment of 
this season of Harvest shared with our family and friends as we 
traditionally eat dairy foods and are mindful of the cost and food 
choices that connect us to Hashem, food and the land. We can 
support our farmers who are using environmentally sustainable 
farming techniques. 

The Book of Ruth gives us a descriptive picture of the harvest 
season and how the poor were treated with sympathy and love. 
Ruth is a role-model, never wavering from exemplifying ethical, 
spiritual good values, faithfulness and devotion to Hashem. Her 
struggles and perseverance solidify her character reminding us all 
that by working through our difficulties, we succeed. She stands 
consistently, strong and tall, committing herself to her mother-in-
law and to Hashem. Ruth’s ethical behavior has embodied both 
specific ethical ideals and ethical insight. 

In 2018, we also face ethical implications and moral challenges as 
the definition and meaning of end of life has changed. 

More details will follow.
Mel and I wish you, your families 
and friends a joyous eco-friendly 
energy-conserving Shavuot.

We look forward to seeing you at 
Beth Emeth.

Hilda Swirsky, RN, BScN, MEd
Chair, Beth Emeth’s Greening 
Committee

A Prescription for Happiness
Happiness is an expressive 
state of mind
So elusive, evasive to capture 
and to find
The mind rules the brain, that is a fact
Belief in the self is a very difficult act
Optimism results can eventually be 
attained in time
Practice in patience will result in its 
own prime

Plan your decisions and carry them diligently through
Consider yourself successful in all that you do
Regard everything in life that is important and good
Live abundantly with a positive and pleasant mood
Listen and discern carefully to what you hear
Don’t compromise and don’t live with fear
Complete all your planned projects that you start
Respect yourself and others with an understanding heart
Be patient and find possibilities to reach your goal
Control your impulses assert yourself, don’t tell a soul
Live each day, each moment joyously, you deserve the best
Trust your instincts, take risks, life is not a test
Show gratitude and thankfulness in this moment in time
The ability to ascertain goodness is within melodic rhyme
Love and gratitude is a quality to embrace
A smile, a hug, a kind word can eliminate a negative trace.
Happiness is appreciating the miracle of the rainbow 
after the rain
It is indeed a spiritual miracle that we all strive to gain
Be accountable for your actions on life’s stage
The book of your life will be valued to the very last page

Composed and written by Rosalie Shadlyn  

Writer’s Corner

RESCHEDULED DaTE:   
October 21st at 10:00 A.M.
Continuing Education and the 
Greening Committee invite you to hear 
a distinguished panel of renowned 
experts discussing: 
21st century challenges 
at the end of life
Confirmed Speakers: Dr. Kerry Bowman, 
Clinical Bioethicist and Conservationist 
and Rabbi Howard Morrison
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Upcoming EvEnts

Reel & Spiel
Wednesday May 9

Tikun Leil Shavuot
Saturday, May 19

an Evening of Music & Hope
Tuesday, May 22

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Closing Program
Thursday, May 24

Shabbatini
Friday, May 25

Stephen Berk Scholar-in-Residence
Sunday, June 3

Film Screening: 1945
Tuesday, June 12

Brotherhood Beer Tasting
Wednesday June 13

Graduation Recognition
Saturday, June 16

Golf Classic
Thursday, June 21

Michael Coren - Is the Media Fair & Moral?
Sunday, June 24

Brotherhood Scotch Tasting & BBQ
Thursday, July 19 

shinshinim update

I recently returned from a quick, last-minute trip to Israel to 
visit my daughter before her second semester at Bar Ilan gets too 
intense with assignments.  While waiting for Yasmin’s classes to 

finish, I sent out an invite to last year’s ShinShinim, Shir Biran and 
Bar Avitan, and to the incoming ShinShinim, Yael Jerassy-Etzion 
and Omri Aharonson, to meet in Tel Aviv.  To my absolute delight, 
everyone could make it!  I’d like to say it was because of me, but 
I’m quite certain it was our decision to meet at Max Brenner, the 
chocolate restaurant, in Sarona Market.  The conversation was 
sweet, fun and fluid just like melted chocolate cascading over a 
fountain.  Bar and Shir are well into their IDF Army service and 
loving their posts.  Omri and Yael eagerly listened to our stories 
about the Beth Emeth community and are so excited to start their 
shlichut with our kehillah.  And this is where you all can help….

Omri and Yael each require one host family from BEBY. The 
successful candidate family would host either ShinShin from 
late August to mid-January (they return to Israel for 2+ weeks 
over the December break) OR from mid-January to late June 
when they move to overnight camps. During each hosting 
term, the ShinShinim will periodically be away on shabbatons 
or seminars.  These two extraordinary students share many 
similarities.  They both lived in the States for many years of their 
young lives. They are both completing Majors in Theatre and 
International Relations.  They love hiking and getting to know 
the rich landscape of a country when travelling. If you would 
like to make Israel a tangible part of your family, why not host a 
ShinShin?  They are marvellous!!  Please send an email to youth@
beby.org for more info.

And don’t miss any of Ronny and Noam’s programs for the 
remainder of their shlichut year. Everyone who attends their 
activities and events has a blast and learns interesting tidbits 

about Israel.  Please check 
the shul website and Shabbat 
bulletins for more details. Hag 

sameah to you and yours.

Karla Yakobi
ShinShinim Lay Leader 
& Youth Chair
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 golf tournament

Join us once again for another fabulous 
tournament at the sprawling Lebovic Golf 
Club in aurora.

our 2018 Golf Tournament will be held 
on Thursday June 21, 2018. This year’s 
tournament will be the best one yet!

onCE aGaIn - Four Free Rounds of Golf for 
every one registered - $1,200 Value!! 

Just ask anyone who has played at The Beth 
Emeth Tournament in the past and they will 
tell you that without a doubt, ours is THE 
BEST!

Best Value! Best Food! Best Giveaways! Best 
prices! and most important...Best group of 
people!

This tournament will sell out quickly so 
register now!

Sponsor a hole for $2,000 and get a thank 
you of a foursome for the tournament.
(Thats 20 rounds of golf!)

Registration – 11:00 am
Shot Gun Start – 1:00 pm
Cocktails & networking – 6:00 pm 
Dinner – 6:30 pm

$300/Golfer or $1200/Foursome 

For Sponsorship & Registration information 
please call the office or visit:  
www.bethemethgolf.com
We can’t wait to see you there!

THURSDAY JUNE 21ST, 2018

selling out FAsT!

REMEMBER:  WE’VE gOt MAiL!
If you have an email address PLEASE share it 
with the office. You can subscribe directly 
to our weekly eblast using the on-line form 
found on our home page at www.beby.org.  
The Keshers are also on line... go to our home 
page and click the Kesher link. 
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library

Asylum City, by Liad Shoham, is a murder mystery involving a 
young left-wing activist, the police and members of the African 
refugee community in Tel Aviv. The story is well told with many 
good twists typical of mysteries, but what is most timely is the 
balanced presentation of both sides of the argument currently 
raging in Israel about whether or not these asylum-seekers should 
be extradited back to their home countries. 

David Goldstein’s Alley-Oop to Aliyah: African American 
Hoopsters in the Holy Land documents an 
interesting sports phenomenon. Teams outside of 
the NBA jockey for basketball players who will 
raise the skill level and status of the teams they 
join. These teams have caps on the numbers 
of non-residents they can take in, so 
some players assume the citizenship of 
the country to avoid being counted 
as outsiders. A number of African-
American hoopsters have taken on 
Israeli citizenship and some have 
chosen to live in Israel after their 
term, marry Israeli women and 
even convert to Judaism. Through 
a series of interviews and explanations, 
we learn about the many challenges and 
opportunities faced by these players. 

Alvin Abram’s More Stories I Wrote is an anthology divided 
into three parts. The first is a series of fictional short stories, each 

designed to deliver a message about what is important in life and 
how we should behave in order to keep those important lessons 
in the forefront. The second section is non-fiction accounts of his 
wife’s life, his mother’s life and Abram’s own life. All are interesting 
and very touching. In the third section, Mysteries, we are returned 
to Abram’s character Gabe Garshowitz as he and his partner, 
Detective Iris Forester, solve crimes in and around Toronto. The 
last section of the book describes the interviews Abrams conducted 
with various patrons of The “Dirty” Bagel on College, once an 
institution in the city and an establishment with tons of character 

as well as characters.

Our final Lunch and Literature presentation of this season 
takes place on Thursday, May 10 at 1:30 pm. Tina Urman 
will be reviewing The Woman in Gold. Be sure to register 
well in advance of the deadline to hold a spot for yourself 
and your friends. We have had a great deal of interest 
generated about this particular presentation.

Check the synagogue website, www.beby.org, for information 
about next year’s Lunch and Literature and Books and 
Bagels programs. We have exciting speakers lined up and 
many are the authors of the books that will be reviewed!

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our program 
this year. 

Pictured below is Ayelet Tsabari, author of The Best Place on 
Earth and our guest speaker on March 8, 2018. She regaled us 
with personal accounts about her Yemeni background as well as 
fascinating details about her journey as a writer. 

Eleanor Minuk
Library Committee

www.uptowngourmet.ca
We are here to serve you with all your 

catering needs. Be sure to watch for our
Rosh Hashanah menus in August 2018. 

For dire ct catering services, please contact 
Edmund Duarte to discuss all your simcha 

needs. Call 416.636.9000 or 416.633.3838 x 290 
or email: uptowngourmet@gmail.com

Remember...we don’t just cook
 - we cater! 
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Our Out of The Cold program has just 
completed another successful year of service. 
We want to thank the many volunteers 
and donors that help us make our 
program run as smoothly as it does. 
We, as well as the guests, appreciate 
all the effort that is made by all to 
provide comfort and dignity to those 
that are in need. This year was a very 
difficult time for most people and the 
numbers reflect this fact, judging by the large turnouts we 
have had this year.

Special thanks to our donors for their very generous contributions 
to this years program; Uptown Gourmet, Mazon Canada, Costco 
(Wilson Ave.), Brands International Corporation Inc., McGregor 
American Essentials, Just Socks Partner Charity, Scholastic 
Canada Ltd., Trimfit Co. Ltd, TD Bank, Manulife, Stonemill 
Bakehouse, Simply Protein/Wellness Foods, Totes Isotoner and 
North American Buyers, and Canadian Tire (1019 Sheppard Ave. 
E) and Canadian Tire (700 Lawrence Ave. W)

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda is looking forward to once again 
opening its doors to the homeless next January and February. 
The planning has already commenced. We need your support, 
we are looking for;
 - financial support

 - donations of new and used clothing ( in the 
form of under garments, sweatshirts, tee shirts, 
jackets)

   - toiletries 
   - dental supplies 
(toothbrushes, tooth paste)

   - boots, shoes

We ask that if you are doing a 
spring cleaning of your winter 

clothing to please consider the Out of The Cold program. 
Furthermore, we are encouraging people to take the opportunity 
to give back to the community and volunteer for this program. 
The guests truly appreciate the kindness and support that we 
provide. 

Wishing everyone a Chag Shavuot Sameach.
Sincerely,
Out of The Cold Steering Committee Co-Chairs:
Linda Gladstone, Renee Henry & Allan Fleisher. 

N.B. All clothing and goods donations must be brought into the 
synagogue in clear plastic bags. Please fill out and attach a tag 
to each bag or box with your name and number. These may 
be left with our security personnel at the Wilmington Street 
entrance. Thank you.

out of the cold

Everything you always wanted to know —but were afraid to ask.

• Yes we sell tefillin, talitot, kippot and we are 

offering 25% off our tefillin.
so if you haven’t bought tefillin since your Bar Mitzvah, 
take advantage of our special price. 
• Yes we sell mezuzahs and klafs (kosher of course) and if you buy the 
mezuzah from us we discount the klaf.
• Yes we sell siddurim and other religious books, as well as CDs.
• Yes we sell challah boards and knives, challah covers, Kiddush cups, Shabbat 
candle sticks, tzedaka boxes, hanukiahs, dreidels, Seder plates, matzo holders, 
matzo covers etc. 
• Yes we sell general gift ware, umbrellas, jewelry, pashminas, fascinators, picture frames (you 
get the picture [pun intended]).  
• Yes we are happy to serve you on Wednesday from 10 am -12:30 pm and we would be happy to 
accommodate you by appointment. 
• Yes we gift wrap. Yes we do not charge tax!!!!             

roSen Judaica Gift Shop

Chag Sameach, Happy summer. See you in 
September. Sonia Hendler, Gift Shop Chair
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the recipe box by reni cuperfain

Spinach and Artichoke Cups

24 won ton wrappers
1 can artichoke hearts finely chopped
1 cup shredded cheese of your choice
1 package (300 g) chopped spinach, thawed and 
squeezed dry
1/3 cup mayonnaise 
1/4 cup Parmesan cheese grated
1/4 cup chopped red peppers
2 cloves garlic chopped

Heat oven to 350F
Place 1 won ton wrapper in each of 24 mini muffin 
tins sprayed with Pam and bake for 5 minutes
Combine all the other ingredients and fill won ton 
cups, sprinkle with a little more cheese and bake 
for 12-14 minutes or until cups are golden brown. 
Serve warm.

Enjoy and Chag Sameach 
from the Cuperfain 
family. 

Shalom Everyone,

The past few months have been very exciting at the Kadima 
Centre. Each week was filled with learning, fun and wonderful new 
programs like ‘Zumba’ and a Shabbat program in which we learned 
prayers, songs and enjoyed a lovely meal. The Purim party was a 
huge hit this year starting with an art project making Mishloach 
Manot boxes that were filled with special treats and gifts. Music 
and pizza completed the lovely event! Special thanks to Rosalie 
Shadlyn and the Pomegranate Guild for the amazing art project 
of making Challah covers which were on display at the April 22  
Art Showcase. Also, special thanks to Hilda Swirsky for helping to 
organize such an outstanding Tu Bishvat program. Each week there 
is choir practice for our concert on June 3rd.

Please come and experience the joy and enthusiasm for yourself 
by volunteering or sponsoring a program for the Kadima Centre.

 
 

Kadima Schedule
(All Programs run from 
2 until 3:30 pm unless 
otherwise indicated)

May 6, 2018 – 
Striking for Reena at World 
Bowl located at 9 East Wilmot 
Street, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 1A3, No 
bus provided. FREE
May 13, 2018 – Mother’s Day, Cooking Program
May 20, 2018 – 1st Day of Shavuot - Victoria Day Weekend – 
Kadima Closed 
May 27, 2018 - Walk With Israel – off campus
June 3, 2018 – Kadima Choir Concert
June 10, 2018 –12:00PM to 4:30PM – Windreach Farm (Please 
bring lunch, hat, drink and sun block), Bus leaving from Beth 
Emeth Synagogue
June 17, 2018 – Father’s Day – Bar-B-Q 
 
Regards
Chef Margie Arosh

the kadima centre

Please join us for our annual Kadima concert on 

Sunday, June 3rd at 2:30 pm.

Donations in support of Kadima are greatly 
appreciated.
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Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda offers you several convenient ways to send meaningful gifts, celebrate special occasions and life
cycle events, and commemorate people who are important to you and your family.  

• Tax deductible receipts will be issued
• Your gift will be acknowledged in future Kesher issues or at sponsored events (at your 

discretion). 

1. Send a beautifully inscribed card.

Help support Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda with a card directed to

the fund of your choice. Minimum donation $18.00. Card and

postage are included with your donation and are mailed out

within 2 business days of your request. 

              

�  Aleph Beit Chadash School 

� Cantor Danto Music Library

�  Cantor Guber Discretionary Fund

� Chesed Fund  

�  Chesed Knitters

� Community Assistance

�  Continuing Education Fund

� Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden

� Greening Fund

�  Barbara & Norton Grimson Chanukah Toy Drive

� Holocaust Education Fund

� Israel Fund

� Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship

� The Kadima Centre 

� Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah

� Kelman Endowment Fund

� Library Fund  � Music Fund

� Mitzvah Fund

� Out of the Cold (Homelessness)

�  Rabbi Lipson Discretionary Fund

�  Rabbi Morrison Discretionary Fund

�  Ron Kobric Talmud Collection $100/volume

�  Prayer Book $54  

� Chumash $108

� Torah Maintenance     

2.   Sponsor a Kiddush* or Oneg Shabbat:  

               

�  Hashkama Minyan $72 or 3 for $180 (NM $100)

�  Daily morning breakfast from $100 ($120 NM)

� Congregational Shabbat from $360 ($500 NM)

               � Seudah Shlisheet from $180

               � Mini Minyan (Jr. Cong) — Various Amounts

               �  Friday Night  — Various Amounts

               �  Youth Kiddush  — $36

              �  Weekly Shabbat Bulletin - $180

3.   Sponsor a Continuing Education Program.

As the donor, your name will, at your discretion, be featured

on all promotional literature and publicly acknowledged at

the event. You will also be invited to meet and introduce the

speaker. We will call you to discuss the specific program you

wish to sponsor: 

� Class or Study Group from $54

� Lecture Sponsorship from $360

� Scholar-in-Residence Weekend from $3600

4.  Legacy Planning. 

These gifts may include bequests, life insurance, RRSP’s and

RRIF’s, stocks and securites. Call for more information if you

are interested in establishing a legacy gift at Beth Emeth. 

5. Other Opportunities include:

Lerman Chapel Dedications, Tessler Lounge, The Samuel

Edelstein Children’s Garden and The Community Hub. Call

the office for more information on these and other donor

opportunities.

Invest in a World of Jewish Experience. 
Make Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda a destination point for your charitable giving. 

For all your charitable giving hbbv

* speak to Valerie Duarte for meat kiddush pricing.
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“IT TOOK 9 YEARS 
BUT I DID IT!
 I’VE FINISHED  
 THE TRILOGY”

Introducing the NEW trilogy by  
Alvin Abram!

- Alvin Abram

AN EYE FOR AN EYE
Winner of the 2005 International 

BookAdz Award
A love story/A murder/ 

Second World War

THE MINYAN
Revenge/A Jewish 

 Auschwitz Death Squad

HATE NEVER DIES
The Answers found in  
Toronto and in Israel

A $100  VALUE!

$25INTRODUCTORY  
SPECIAL

$15.00 each if purchased separately

TO ORDER BOOKS
A.M.A. GRAPHICS INCORPORATED
401 MAGNETIC DRIVE, UNIT 37, TORONTO, ONTARIO M3J 3H9
Cell: 416-667-1144   E-mail: bubbameinsa@yahoo.com

tax included

8.5 x 5.5

I have been Co-Chair with Rochelle Kerzner for 
the past 4 years and our responsibilities have 
been visiting congregants sitting shiva, making 
calls to shut-in members and sometimes visiting 
members in Assisted Living and Rehabilitation 
Facilities. I have found this volunteer position 
rewarding, appreciated, an opportunity to inform 
members of our services, and to experience a 
real mitzvah. At this time, David Silverman has 
accepted the position of Chair of the Chesed 
Committee and Andrea and David Kirshenblatt 
have volunteered to assist. As Rochelle Kerzner 
stated in the previous Kesher, she has decided 
to relinquish her position as Co-Chair of this 

committee. I will certainly miss her and thank 
her for all her hard work and dedication to 
this role. I really would like to encourage any 
member looking for a rewarding volunteer 
position to offer comfort to members at difficult 
times, then this is the position for you. Please 
contact the Shul for more information. 
 
Wishing all our congregational membership a 
Chag Sameach.

Marlene White, Andrea & David Kirshenblatt
chesed@beby.org

marty keshen chesed committee

Summer 
Frumba Classes!

Thursday nights 
at 7:30 pm

To find out more, 
please email

frumbadance@gmail.
com

chesed@beby.org
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