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Sunday March 20th
You’re invited to the annual BEBY  

PurimCarnival!
All New INflAtAbles!

Gladiator Joust • Slide • Obstacle Course  
Toddler Area • Games  • Photo booth and more!

1-3 pm   
in advance: $8 pp  

at the door $12 pp 

Includes hot dog & hamentaschen and 
all the fun you can handle!
Call the office to purchase. 

Purim Palooza!
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Purim ServiceS Schedule

Fast of Esther:  
Wednesday, March 23
7:15 am & 8:15 am
Mincha:  7:20 pm
Megillah Reading: 8:00 pm
Purim Play following.

Purim Day
Thursday, March 24
Shacharit:  7:00 am

(One Service Only – Megillah Reading)
Mincha/Ma’ariv:  7:30 pm
Purim Play following at 8:00 pm.

Purim Carnival 
Purim Services Schedule
Megillah Reading
The Wonderful Megillah 
of Oz
The Four Mitzvot of Purim
Mishloach Manot
Passover Service Times
Passover Food Drive
Rabbi Morrison’s Message 
Passover Workshop  
Rabbi Lipson’s Message
Morasha
Beit Halochem - Save  
the Date 

Music Notes 
Pre-Passover Nash & Drash
Dr. Nathan Hermann 
President’s Message 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Boardroom Banter 
Berk Lecture Series
BEBY at 60 
Music Committee 
Donor Recognition 
Fundraising Events 
BEBY Scholarships 
Graduation Shabbat
Youth & Young Families 
The Kadima Centre 

Greening Committee 
Events Check List 
BEBY Men’s Club
World Wide Wrap
Continuing Education 
Sisterhood Shabbat 
ShinShinim Update
Chesed Committee 
Toy Drive Update 
Out of the Cold 
Sefer Haftarah Pledge Form
Beyond the Chuppah
Aleph Bais Yehuda School
The Recipe Box
Yizkor Book Form

Library
Writer’s Corner
News of our Members 
Donation Opportunities
Donations 
Rosen Judaica Gift Shop 
Yom Hashoah Events 
RHA 
Community News
Frumba
Calendar of Events
AHS

inside 60 years of jewish experience

The Wonderful Megillah of Oz!
Only TwO perfOrmances! 

Wednesday March 23rd  
Following the Megillah Reading (Curtain approx 9 pm.) $5 pp.

and 
Thursday March 24th

Dinner and a Show! 6:30 pm Only $18 pp.
Curtain rises 8 pm. Show only $5 pp.

Call the office to purchase.
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The Wonderful Megillah of Oz

Ease on down the blue and white road!

For five years now, the Beth Emeth Players have been mounting a musical production to celebrate Purim. This year our 
member Simi Labi-Han has written an enchanting play and Elie Morrison has adapted the music inspired by The Wizard 
of Oz and Wicked.

Producing the play is almost a year-round venture. Simi and Elie started working on the script over the summer. Right 
after the High Holidays, auditions began and director Simone Goldberg and Chazzan David Edwards started looking for 
exactly the right shul members to fill the roles.  Not long after that, rehearsals began on Sunday evenings as more than 
30 people from pre-schoolers to grandparents gathered to start learning songs and their lines.

Meanwhile, backstage, other shul members started working on logistics of producing a mega-musical including finding 
costumes, designing sets and locating props.

The play is unique because it involves all ages in our shul. This year, for the first time, we have 3 generations of a family 
working together, the Grundland-Rottman clan.

The Wonderful Megillah of Oz, this year’s production, is going to be our best ever. It tells the story of a teenage 
girl, Dori, who is on her way to shul to celebrate Purim when she is swept off by a tornado to the Land of Oz. With the 
help of the Lion, the Tin Man, the Scarecrow and the most adorable munchkins you’ve ever seen, called the Menchies, 
she saves the Jews of Oz from Haman’s evil decree and manages to make it home just in time to hear the Megillah.

This year’s play is dedicated to the memory of Cynthia Joseph l”z who was involved behind the scenes from the very first 
production. We deeply miss her.

Come and have fun and see The Wonderful Megillah of Oz. As always, you can catch the show after the Megillah 
reading on Wednesday, March 23 at 9:00 p.m. Tickets are $5. 
For the first time ever, we are having a dinner before the show on March 24, at 6:30 p.m. The show will begin at 8:00 
pm. Tickets are $18 for BOTH the dinner and show and only$5.00 for the play.

Call the office now to reserve your seats at 416.633.3838 

Rosen Judaica Gift Shop    
If you’re looking for something unique, visit us at the Rosen Judaica Gift Shop. We promise you won’t be 
disappointed. We lovingly select merchandise that will satisfy the most discriminating taste and budget. 

Gift wrapping is free and there is no tax on any purchase.

Come in and see our beautiful Seder plates, Matzo covers, children’s books for Purim and Passover as well as 
candlesticks, Kiddush cups, mezuzah cases  and many other items of Judaica too numerous to mention.  

Remember, by shopping at the Rosen Judaica Gift Shop you are helping your synagogue.

See you soon. Chag Sameach.
sonia Hendler, Gift shop Chair
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1) The Reading of MegillaT esTheR – Every word of the 

Megillah must be read and heard by those present. The 

commandment applies equally to men and women because 

the “entire” people were under the threat of annihilation 

and thus deserve to celebrate the victory. Children, too, are 

strongly encouraged to listen to the entire Megillah reading.

2) Mishloach ManoT – The exchanging of gifts 

of food is based on chapter 9:19: “…a holiday 

and an occasion for sending gifts to one 

another.” This obligation displays communal 

solidarity and creates a bond of friendship 

between fellow Jews.

3) MaTanoT le’evyoniM – The obligation of gifts 

to the poor on Purim is based on chapter 9:22: 

“…an occasion for sending gifts to one another 

and presents to the poor.” According to Jewish law, 

it is necessary to give these gifts to at least two people.

4) seudaT PuRiM – The festive meal is also based on 9:22: 

“The same days on which the Jews enjoyed relief from their 

foes and the same month which had been transformed 

for them from one of grief and mourning to one of festive 

joy, they were to observe them as days of feasting and 

merrymaking…” Inviting the less fortunate to one’s festive 

meal is of primary importance.

Mishloach Manot
For Purim, Beth Emeth is pleased 

to offer a special card 
to be given in lieu of Mishloach Manot.

Proceeds of this effort support our  

Out of the Cold Program.

Cards are available in packages of 10 for $36.00 and state:

In lieu of Mishloach Manot to you this Purim,
a donation has been made in your honour to the  

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue Out of the Cold Fund

Our Out of the Cold program was established 14 years ago as a Jewish response to 
homelessness in our community and in the spirit of “gemillut chasadim”.  We open our 

doors and our hearts to provide food and shelter for eight nights each winter. Your financial 
contribution to the disadvantaged of the community will assist in this act of Tikkun Olam.  

To order your cards, please call 416.633.3838

the four mitzvot of purim
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Friday April 22 
Shacharit and Siyum Bechorim 
7:15 am Sanctuary
Second minyan
(No Siyum Bechorim) 
8:15 am Lerman Chapel
Burning of the chametz  
no later than 11:00 AM
Mincha 7:00 pm
Candlelighting 7:52 pm

Saturday April 23 
First Day of Yom Tov
Main sanctuary service 8:45 am
Mincha 7:45 pm
Candlelighting 8:55 pm

Sunday April 24 
Second Day of Yom Tov
Main sanctuary service 8:45 AM
Mincha 7:45 pm
Yom Tov ends 8:55 pm

Monday April 25 
First Day of Chol HaMoed
First Shacharit Service 7:00 am
Second Shacharit Service 8:15 am
Mincha 8:00 pm

Tuesday April 26 
Second Day of Chol HaMoed
First Shacharit Service 7:00 am
Second Shacharit Service 8:15 am
Mincha 8:00 pm

Wednesday April 27
Third Day of Chol HaMoed
First Shacharit Service 7:00 am
Second Shacharit Service 8:15 am
Mincha 8:00 pm

Thursday April 28 
Fourth Day of Chol HaMoed
First Shacharit Service 7:00 am
Second Shacharit Service 8:15 am
Mincha 7:00 pm
Candlelighting 8:00 pm

Friday April 29
Seventh Day of Pesach
Main Sanctuary Service 8:45 am
Mincha 7:00 pm

Saturday April 30
Eighth Day of Pesach – Yom Tov
Main Sanctuary Service 8:45 am
Yizkor
Mincha 7:40 pm
Pesach concludes 9:00 pm

PAssover food 
drIve 

once again, beth emeth will be participating 

in our annual Passover food drive. we 

request Kosher non-perishable 

items be left in the bins located 

by the wilmington street 

entrance for the collection of 

jarred, canned and bottled food 

items. everyone is encouraged 

to observe the Mitzvah of 

tzedakah.

P.s. our annual Pesach  
“How to” Guide is 
included with this 

edition of the 
Kesher. 

find 
instructions, 

guidelines 
and creative 
ideas from 

rabbi 
Morrison. 

passover service times  schedule 
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Dear Congregational Family, 

In January, I attended an educational and spiritual retreat entitled, 
the Rabbinic Training Institute-RTI. We rabbis refer to it as rabbi 
camp. One of the presenters was Rabbi Aryeh Ben David. Raised 
Reform in the U.S. and ordained Orthodox in Israel, he does not 
believe in labels. He finds them divisive and used to indicate what 
one is not. He defines himself as a Jew who is a work in progress.

Aryeh has founded an organization called AYEKA, which literally 
means “Where are you?” His thesis is that Judaism must touch more 
than the mind and the heart. Judaism must be more than intellectual 
and emotional. Judaism must be soulful. One’s inner soul must 
be nourished when participating in anything Jewish. In 
other words, Judaism must be transformational. 
As works in progress, every aspect of Jewish 
life must help every one of us to be an ever 
better Jew.

Aryeh’s dvar torah coincided with 
Parshat Bo, the Torah portion about 
Pesach. The parsha addresses the 
particular Biblical generation to 
know about God and also all future 
generations. This explains why the 
Seder is conducted from generation 
to generation. The Torah states, 
“When your child shall ask.” In 
each generation, we need to 
cultivate children to ask and 
be prepared to answer.

Aryeh explained that in Judaism, the 
past is never over but is part of the 
present. Consider an archaeologist 
in Israel who discovers something 
thousands of years old after 
removing what is covering it. Our 
past is with us but covered by 
additional layers.

With Passover approaching, can we 
make the past relevant to our inner 
souls in the present? We can do so 
by asking and answering Ayeka - Where are you?

Tamara and I wish you and your family Chag Kasher 
V’Sameach - a zisen pesach.

Rabbi Howard Morrison

Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbi@beby.org

with

Rabbi Howard Morrison & 
Chazzan David Edwards
Sunday, April 17th
9:30 - 11:00 am in the Lerman Chapel

An overview of the seder structure, tips for 
great seder leading and preparing the home.
Beautiful seder melodies will be taught as well 
as strategies for involving children and guests. 

howard morrison  senior clergy

PASSOvER WORkSHOP

A Message from the Editor,

I wish to remind you that the meaning of 
Kesher is “Connection” – our connection to 
the membership.

Our aim is to inform the members of current 
and future programs via shorter articles and 
eye catching visual displays. The Editorial 
Committee reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.

Connie Kachuck 

All comments are welcome. 
A freilich Purim and Pesach to all.

mailto:rabbi%40beby.org?subject=
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big wheel turning by the grace of god (robert hunter & jerry garcia)  rabbi leslie lipson 

I happened to be in a bookstore not too long ago. The most 
crowded, the busiest section of the bookstore, besides that part 
of the store that served the coffee, was the Self- Help / Spirituality 
section. Admittedly, I like to go over to that section in order see what 
the latest spiritual, feel good, self-help, gimmick these authors are 
selling, and I like to beat myself up thinking I should have written 
a book by now. After all, I figure I am just as qualified. Anyway, as I 
make my way through this section, I noticed the section for Dr. M. 
Scott Peck. A famous psychiatrist who also became an Episcopalian 
minister, Dr. Peck wrote self- help/ spirituality books including 
The Road Less Traveled, Further Along the Road Less Traveled, 
The Road Less Traveled and Beyond and numerous others. Even 
though he has been dead for a little more than ten years, he remains 
one of the leading authorities on the relationship between religion 
and psychology. In his ground breaking The Road Less Traveled, 
Peck wrote, “In thinking about miracles, I believe that our frame 
of reference has been too dramatic. We have been looking for the 
burning bush, the parting of the sea, the bellowing voice from 
heaven. Instead we should be looking at the ordinary day-to-day 
events in our lives for evidence of the miraculous, maintaining at 
the same time a scientific orientation.” Most of us probably agree 
that in order to understand and appreciate miracles in today’s 
day and age, Peck’s understanding of miracles make sense. But 
Judaism has a more subtle way of understanding miracles. Miracles 
are an expression of an inverse relationship of our awareness of 
God’s presence. That is to say, a miracle is not about whether God 
is present or not. A miracle is an expression of our perception 
of God’s lack of presence. As confusing as it may seem, Purim 
and Pesach provide excellent examples of the Talmudic Sages’ 
understanding of miracles. When we sense God’s presence and 
wonderful extraordinary things happen, we don’t thank God for 
miracles. Instead we praise God for being present and involved. 
When we don’t sense God in our lives and something extraordinary 
happens, we acknowledge a miracle. On Purim God seems hidden 
and therefore Purim is a holiday of miracles. On Pesach, God is 
explicitly mentioned and quoted; therefore Pesach is not a holiday 
of miracles. Yet on Pesach, God deserves our praise and our thanks.

Purim is particular in nature, fundamentally designed for the 
Jewish people.  On Purim, the Persian Jews are saved and the 
bad guys are killed. In our observance of the day, we don’t do 

anything that diminishes our joy. 
We certainly don’t engage in any 
ritual that expresses our sorrow 
that the bad guys were killed. We 
don’t indicate our sorrow over the 
death of Haman, his sons or his 
followers. Rather we celebrate it. 
Despite no explicit mention of 
God’s name or God’s presence 
in Megillat Esther, we attribute 
Persian Jewry’s redemption from 
evil as a miracle. Before we read 
the Megillah on the night of Purim we recite the blessing: Sh’Asa 
Nisim L’Avoteinu BaYamim Ha’Heim Bazman HaZeh – Praised are 
you O’ Lord our G-d, King of the Universe Who brought miracles 
to our forefathers in those days in that season. When we pray 
Maariv, Shacharit and Mincha (Evening, Morning and Afternoon 
services) during the Amidah (Shmoneh Esrei) we include the 
section entitled Al HaNisim. Clearly the indication is that Purim 
is considered to be a miracle and we attribute all miracles to God.  

On the other hand, Pesach is universal in nature and designed 
for the entire world. Pesach celebrates the universal message 
of human freedom and liberty.  The message for Pesach is not 
only for the Jewish people; it is a message for all people and it is 
celebrated as such. Hence, the Haggadah tells us to U’Kratem Dror 
B’Aretz L’Chol Yoshveha “Proclaim Liberty throughout the land 
for all its inhabitants” (Lev. 25:10).   Pesach can be understood 
as an opportunity for God to reveal God’s self to more than just 
the Jewish people. God wanted to make his presence known to 
Pharaoh and Egypt. The ten plagues were the way in which Egypt 
would recognize God. In the Torah the plagues are referred to as 
Otot u’Moftim signs and wonders. This wasn’t about God in the 
particular sense, this was about God in the universal sense. God 
wanted Pharaoh to acknowledge God’s presence as much as he 
wanted the Jewish people to acknowledge his presence. Yes, the 
B’nai Yisroel was saved, and “bad guys” were killed, or in this case 
swallowed up as they entered the Reed Sea. Despite our joy at 
being saved and the sea drowning the Egyptian pursuers, we don’t 
partake of a full measure of joy. We diminish our joy because some 
of God’s creation was destroyed in order for us to be saved.  We 
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big wheel turning by the grace of god (robert hunter & jerry garcia)   rabbi leslie lipson ...continued

take ten drops of wine out of our 2nd cup of wine. Clearly God is 
explicitly present in the text. God is present in the Torah text and 
God is certainly present in the Haggadah. The Talmudic Sages, 
in writing the Haggadah, purposefully made God’s presence 
central to the narrative of the Passover story. They even removed 
Moses’ name just so that we would get the message that the entire 
story hinged upon God’s covenant with our forefathers and love 
for B’nai Yisroel. However, this wasn’t just about God helping 
the Jewish people; this was about God as part of the world and 
part of nature. When we are able to sense God in nature and as 
a constant force in our lives, then it doesn’t seem necessary to 
acknowledge miracles. Rather we offer praise since praise reflects 
an acknowledgment of the constancy and involvement. We make 
no reference to miracles. We don’t make a blessing suggesting 
any type of miracle prior to reading the Haggadah.  Rather we 
only offer praise. We don’t recite Al HaNisim. Instead we say 
Hallel. We say Hallel on both Seder nights and we say Hallel every 
morning of Pesach. 

The role that God plays in our lives will determine whether we 
thank God for miracles or praise God for being a presence in 
our lives. When we don’t sense God in our lives and something 
extraordinary seemingly occurs, we tend to think of it as a miracle, 
as is the case with Purim.  Miracles are inherently subjective for 

that very reason. God’s presence in our own individual lives 
is inherently personal and subjective.  Therefore, one person’s 
miracle is another persons’ rational explanation.  Purim reminds 
us that there are times when we will feel that God’s presence is 
hidden or removed from our lives.  So we say Al HaNisim in order 
to acknowledge the extraordinary occurrence. The extraordinary 
occurrence, the miracle, serves as the indicator of God’s presence.  
We wouldn’t praise God since that is a function of being involved 
in the ordinary and the everyday aspect of life and nature.   It is 
not so much different in how we treat our families. When we are 
present in our family’s lives and our loved ones are present in our 
lives, we deserve to be praised and to offer praise. When we are 
not present in our family’s life or our loved ones are not present in 
our lives and then everyone and everything comes together for a 
short period of time, indeed it is miraculous. It may be temporary 
but it is still miraculous. 

Have a Freilachen Purim and Chag Kasher v’ Sameach,

Rabbi Leslie Lipson
rabbilipson@beby.org

Morasha (heritage or passing down) is a 
framework for short sets of classes on 

Jewish topics open to the whole 
community and taught by teachers 
from a wide range of backgrounds 
and expertise. They usually run 
during the school year, ending in 
May or June and resuming in the 
fall.

Previous topics have included 
text study, historical 
studies of Jews in various 
industries, cultural topics 

including music and art, ethics.

For spring 2016 we will present two short courses between Purim 
and Passover. Each will meet for an hour on three Wednesday 
mornings, March 30 to April 13, one at 10 am and one at 11 am, 
to be taught by:

• Rabbi Leslie Lipson, from Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda.
• Rabbi Jonathan Ziring, from the Yeshiva University Beit Midrash 
here in Toronto.

More details will be available in the weekly Shabbat bulletins and 
on flyers in the lobby information stands.

BEBY members receive a 20% discount on all registration fees.
Courses for May are in the planning stage; details to follow.

To learn more, contact nancywallack@gmail.com
Nancy Wallack, 416-275-3660, Mail: RPO Manulife
POB 19575, Toronto, ON M4W 3T9

Hold tHe date

thursday, June 2, 2016
Beth Emeth is hosting the 

Beit Halochem Disabled Veterans 
Welcome to Toronto 

with a reception at 6:00 pm.  
No charge

morasha at beby - continuing education

mailto:rabbilipson%40beby.org?subject=
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So once again, the calendar is turning over and as 2016 
made its entrance, our thoughts turn to the upcoming 
Purim festivities that are mere weeks away. Sandi and I 
had a wonderful vacation away in the south to recharge 
the batteries after a very hectic fall that included 5 
concerts during Chanukah. The rest did us both the 
world of good and it’s important to find balance in life 
by making time to rest and restore the energy levels.

In the meantime, the play has taken terrific 
strides.  Our rehearsals are organized and we 
are so lucky to have a great group of talented 
players who are working very hard to prepare 
for our upcoming performances in March. Elie Morrison, 
Simone Goldberg and lately, Renee Herzog have been super 
efficient in leading the practices for the singing, choreography and 
blocking which are so crucial to ensure the production is a success. 
I had the distinct pleasure of sitting in my office last Sunday where 
no fewer than 15 people were rehearsing a song over and over 
again to ensure the timing was accurate and the lyrics were clear. It 
was just GREAT to see the smiles and laughter too!

Of course, this year’s play is dedicated to the memory of Cynthia 
Joseph Z”L, of blessed memory who left us last summer and whose 
contributions to the background work of the show have been sadly 
missed. We thank her family for donating towards the costs of 
the show and indeed we thank all of our sponsors for helping us 
financially. Without them, our production would be a non-starter.
This year we are adding a dinner component to the second show 

which will be on March 24th. 
Dinner in the Arback Hall one hour 
before the show begins as a Purim 

Seudah and hence the “dinner/
theatre” concept is launched 
as an addition to what we 
have done in the past. Please 
support our players who are 
bringing so much joy and fun 
to Beth Emeth.

Turning to other music 
matters, our Choral Group did a beautiful job over Shabbat 

Shira and the Community Concert at Adath Israel was a huge 
success. We are hoping to have another Shabbatini event as the 

Spring comes into focus with a specific theme which we will share 
later on. There is a Nash ‘n’ Drash planned in April and another 
one in June so the calendar as always, will continue to be full.

In the meantime, as the days become a little longer, have a safe 
winter and please be in touch with me if there is anything of 
interest we can do for you musically.

Sandi joins me is wishing you all a Chag Purim Sameach and Chag 
Kasher Sameach for a joyous Pesach too!

Chazzan David Edwards
chazzan@beby.org

special Pre-Pesach Musical

Nash & Drash 
featuring 

Chazzan David Edwards and 
accompanist Klara Bagley 

Thursday, April 7th 
12 noon

 Fischtein Hall. $15 per person 
 

Call the office to register  
by Monday April 4th. 

416.633.3838

chazzan david edwards  music notes

Dr. Nathan Hermann
Sunday, April 10th

Arback Hall — 10:30 am 

Continuing Education presents 
Breakfast and Lecture with 

Dr. Nathan Hermann, 
one of Canada’s leading Alzheimer specialists. 

His optimistic vision suggests that each of us can  
make a difference in reducing the incidence 

 of this terrible and costly disease.

This program is generously sponsored  
by Laura & Harvey Schwartz. 

$12 per person. 
Call the office to register. 416.633.3838

mailto:chazzan%40beby.org?subject=
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michael s. kerzner  president’s message

Better is always possible - we are ready to serve!

Members and friends of Beth Emeth returning home after wintering 
abroad often tell me that there is no substitute for the feeling 
of great comfort they invariably experience at the first glimpse 
of our Synagogue as they approach from either Wilmington or 
Elder Streets. Beth Emeth’s distinctive approach of ensuring that 
the members and guests experience exceeds their expectations 
will continue to differentiate us from our peers as well as being 
a priority as our new Board takes shape. We are a beacon for our 
members and an ambassador at large to our community. We take 
every opportunity to extend our warmth for all those who enter 
our doors with our 60 years’ worth of time-honoured values. We 
see the future by our bold leadership and new ideas that I believe 
make us ‘Ready to Serve’!

It is my sincerest pleasure and indeed a humble privilege to 
serve as your Synagogue President. At this past 
December installation of our new Board 
and Executive I shared some personal 
thoughts that annunciate my personal 
commitment and vision to serve. I wanted 
to share some of those thoughts with the 
entire membership as well.  

Any definition of a successful life must 
include service to others.  “It is easy, “ 
Nelson Mandela wrote – “to serve oneself, 
but serving the interests of others, making 
their lives better, changes the quality of 
all humanity”. I joined the public life in our 
Synagogue some 10 years ago because I believe I 
had a contribution to make. For me, it is a personal understanding 
that in order for any Synagogue to survive and flourish in this 
extremely competitive landscape, and at a time where many simply 
wish to be unaffiliated, we must think creatively and call upon the 
best from each of us. Our best collective strengths and our best 
ideas. Here at Beth Emeth we will have to marshal all our collective 
experiences and be prepared to make tough decisions ahead, so as 
to take nothing for granted, nor rest on our laurels. Our goals as a 
Synagogue must be ambitious but achievable!

Over our 60 year history, we have embraced reinvention and 
have constantly evolved to meet the needs of our members.  Our 
members are, and will always be our priority, and we will act 
in a selfless non-opportunistic manner. Beth Emeth is the jewel 
in the crown of our community. Let me explain some of what I 
think has differentiated us from our peers. Always ensuring our 
members’ experiences exceed their expectations, being remarkable 
and unique and having integrity in everything we do. I will, as 
President, encourage all Directors on the Board to bring fresh 
perspectives and new ideas to the table. I will commit to listen and 
build consensus. I am delighted to serve with some veteran and 
newly elected members. I am looking forward to working with 
a great executive and professional staff and especially the many 
active past presidents who share a common desire that our 60th is 
only the beginning of our journey.

Let me share one personal objective 
that I hope we can address in 
the coming year, “Millennial 
outreach and engagement”.  I am 
very pleased to report that a new 
committee has been struck and 
co-chaired by Mark Jadd, Albert 
Han and Sharon Young and 
with the direct professional and 
spiritual guidance of Rabbi Leslie 
Lipson. This committee has taken 
on the responsibility of developing 
realistic strategies to re-engage our Millennials wherever they are. 

This group is our future and they think most differently today 
perhaps embracing the newer ways to communicate like social 

media and the web more so than their older counterparts.  
Our Synagogue must be relevant for the ‘Millennials’ 

and I hope to report progress in the months 
ahead as we roll out a brand new strategy 

as we make this an important focus of the 
new board.  

We are also continuing to make progress 
in the “Guardians of Beth Emeth – Partners 
in our Success” program. This program is 

to engage those of our members who lead 
in the community by offering us their 
expertise, wisdom and resources, ensuring 
we remain a strong solid Synagogue in the 

years ahead.     

As the work of our new Board begins, I hope my own personal 
optimism and positive outlook will guide us well over the next 
two years.  I believe that as a leader in the Community we must 
encourage certain ideals to flourish. For me personally this includes 
being a warm, safe and friendly institution, believing solidly in the 
truth and not being afraid of it, believing that the glass is always 
half full and not half empty and believing in the best of people.     
For many years, my parents, relatives and close friends have 
encouraged me to be the best person I can be. My wife Rochelle 
and our children, Seth, Aaron and Shaina see my new role as an 
extension of themselves and take every opportunity to remind me 
of the values we hold dear: being selfless, compassionate, creative, 
supportive and concerned for others. I am grateful beyond words 
for their collective support. I also wish to mention my late Uncle 
Joseph Kerzner l”z (Community leader and builder) who mentored 
me for over twenty-five years and who saw life full of great 
opportunities, never losing site of the real mission that we all have 
a responsibility to make a difference in the life of our community. 

The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, our new Prime Minister said in the 
House of Commons during its first new sitting in December 2015 
“When we asked them, Canadians told us that good enough is not 
good enough, and that they do not believe that it is impossible to 
do better. In fact, based on the confidence and ambition that have 
always defined our country, they know that in Canada better is 



— 12 —

always possible.”  As I told my good friend Michael Levitt MP, our 
new Member of Parliament who, along  with his wife Barbi joined 
us for our Board Installation, the same holds true for Beth Emeth 
Bais Yehuda, “Better is always possible”.

My family joins in wishing all our Synagogue families and friends 
a very happy Purim and Passover.   

For the values that define us, for the ideals that inspire us, Let us 

rise to the occasion, build our House of Truth / our Beth Emeth 
and may we, with G-D’s help go from Strength to Strength!    

Michael S. Kerzner
President
president@beby.org

michael s. kerzner  president’s message ...continued

Dr. Berk is the Henry and Sally Schaffer 
Professor of Holocaust and Jewish studies 
at Union College in Schenectady, New York. 
Professor Berk is considered an absolutely 
superb lecturer and teacher. His lectures are 
outstanding and he is in high demand as a guest 
speaker. He is always informative, interesting 
and entertaining. He is widely known for his 
expertise on the Holocaust, Russia, the Middle 
East and a variety of Jewish subjects. 

Professor Berk has been the Scholar in 
Residence since 1989 for the Sam and Sarah 
Kerzner & Joseph Kerzner Holocaust Studies 
Lectures at Beth Tzedec Congregation in 
Toronto.   
 
This year Professor Berk will be delivering four 
outstanding lectures beginning on Thursday 
May 26th.

scholar-in-residence — berk lecture series

 Thursday May 26th at 7:30 pm 
Winston Churchill and the Jews

Sponsored by 
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue and CCCS

Adath Israel Congregation 
37 Southbourne Avenue, Toronto. 

 

Friday May 27th 
Islam and the Holocaust 

Shabbat dinner at Beth Tzedec
Reservations required. 

 Saturday May 28th  
Aftermath: 1946 in Europe, 

North America, and Eretz Yisrael. 
Shabbat from the pulpit 

 Enhanced kiddush on Shabbat day 
to follow services and a 

Q & A with Professor Berk.
 

Sunday May 29th
 Into the Future: 2016 

(America, Europe, Israel and the Middle East)
Breakfast

The Friday night, Shabbat Morning and 
Sunday morning lectures will be held at 

Beth Tzedec Congregation
1700 Bathurst Street, Toronto.  

For more information and to reserve, 
call 416-731-3511

mailto:president%40beby.org?subject=
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michael sugarman  board of directors

I am very proud and honoured to serve as Chairman of the Board 
of the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue Board of Directors. As 
this is my first submission to the Kesher after the Annual General 
Meeting held on November 29, 2015, I would like to update the 
congregation on the activities of the Board.

At its first meeting on December 1st, the Board of Directors 
appointed Malcolm Weinstein as Treasurer, Karen Rice as 
Secretary, and I was appointed Chairman.  As well, we acquainted 
new Directors-at-Large with returning Directors. The President, 
Michael Kerzner, explained his vision for his two-year term. 
I wish to congratulate all those who were elected or appointed 
to their new positions. The role of the Board of Directors is to 
manage the affairs of the Synagogue and to establish Synagogue 

policy regarding all Synagogue 
matters, including those relating 
to core Synagogue values and 
objectives pertaining religious, 
social and cultural matters.  This 
role is both an honour and a 
responsibility that requires sound 
and thoughtful leadership.  

What do I mean by leadership?  
Leadership is the ability to mobilize people and to tap their 
collective resources in order to respond to the daily challenges, 
small and large, of keeping a system moving forward in a healthy 
way. Leadership is evidenced in the ability to get people to see the 

issues they face and to bring competing viewpoints into play, in 
the creation of a safe and sustained conversation where issues 
can be addressed, and in helping people understand that it is 
the shared meaning created in community, rather than in the 
insatiable individual happiness of each member, by which a 
congregation should evaluate itself.

Day-to-day synagogue governance has to be vested in 
appropriate staff and lay leaders, with lines of authority 
well understood. But ultimately the management of the 
congregational system is the project and responsibility of the 
entire community. What leaders can do is exercise leadership: 
help a community understand that people of good will can see 
shared issues in different ways, and that living in a community 
is predicated on compromise. Ultimately, it is not “happiness” 
but “meaning” that religious communities provide. A healthy 
congregation is not one with an absence of troubles, but one 
that actively and responsibly addresses or heals its disturbances. 
So while I would love to say that this next term of office will 
be smooth sailing ahead, I can’t, as we all know there will be 
challenges ahead that we, as a synagogue community will need 
to face. What I can say is that the leaders you have entrusted 
to oversee the Beth Emeth’s management have the ability, 
drive and leadership to see us through the good and the 
bad.  

Wishing you and your family a joyous Purim and 
Passover,

Morris (Michael) Sugarman
Chairman of the Board

chairman@beby.org

A Yom Ha’atzmaut A
Saturday, may 14th  

Come and Celebrate 
Israel’s 68th Birthday!

and 
Shabbat Itanu 

Yom Ha’atzmaut Shabbat and Shabbat Itanu
(Sabbath of Inclusion)

Inclusionary Shabbat for 
people with Special Needs

Participants, caregivers and volunteers from 
our very own  

Kadima Educational Centre will be 
honoured.

Led by Chazzan David Edwards.
Join us for music and 

celebration as we enjoy
a special Shabbat Service with an 

Israeli flavour!
Enhanced Kiddush served following 

services.

Make Yom Ha’Atzmaut a 
Real Family Yom Tov! 

mailto:chairman%40beby.org?subject=
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CommuNiCAtioNs Committee VoluNteer
 The Communications Committee is seeking volunteers to assist with calling shul members 

to update contact information. If you are available to help out,  
please contact Freda Marcovitch at freda@beby.org or 416.633.3838. 

The Music Committee has some really fun 
and entertaining programs for you to 
enjoy and participate in this coming 
spring. After a successful Shabbat 
Shira Community Concert at Adath 
Israel Synagogue we will once again 
bring to you the annual Purim play 
The Wonderful Megillah of Oz, on 
Wednesday March 23 and Thursday 
March 24. Come and watch a Purim play like 
you’ve never seen before, all to the theme of 
the Wizard of Oz. The second performance includes dinner 
and the show! For more details, please see page 3. 

In the past two years we have presented a Shabbatini in May to 
mark Jewish Music Week in Toronto. Once again we are planning 
another great evening of music as we usher in Shabbat. This year 
the theme for our Shabbatini will be the tunes of the Beatles. So 
break out your songbooks and dust off the vinyl and get set for a 
rockin’ evening. Other details will be provided as we get closer.
There are several Nash & Drash events scheduled over the next 
few months. Mark your calendar for the following dates: April 7 
and May 26.  

We are always interested in hearing from our members about 
the programs we offer but we would also like to know if you 

are interested in helping us 
out during large events. 

Often we find there are 
many duties and not 
enough committee 
members to handle 
the work. At those 
times it would be 
helpful to have a 
list of volunteers 
we could call upon 

to lend a hand. If 
you are interested 

in helping out during 
these events, please contact 

the Shul office and leave your 
name and contact information and we will be in touch with you.

Until we meet again in these pages, Lori and I would like to 
wish everyone a wonderful spring and all the best during the 
upcoming Chagim.
 
Perry Davis 
Co-Chair, 
Music Committee

music committee

Dear Fellow Congregants,

We are now close to the end of our 60th 
Anniversary Celebrations and what a year it 
has been to date!

We have held so many successful events thus 
far, to name just a few:

• 60th Anniversary Year Launch on 
   November 17, 2014
• In Conversation with Natan Sharansky on July 15, 2015
• Aaron Bensoussan and Friends Concert on October 29, 2015

As well, many other arms of the Synagogue also held programs 
under the 60th Anniversary umbrella such as Sisterhood, Men’s 
Club, Youth and Young Families.

Our last hoorah will be a Gala Dinner and 
Dance to formally close off our Anniversary 
Celebrations. It will be held on Tuesday, 
June 7, 2016, featuring a gourmet dinner 
and a live band.

So dust off your evening attire and get ready 
to bring our 60th Anniversary to a close with 

a wonderful evening of dinner and dancing!

We look forward to celebrating with you.
                       

Stephen Werger & Ilene Kuchinsky
Chairs 60th Anniversary

60th anniversary celebration year

mailto:freda%40beby.org?subject=
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Bernie Schwartz, President 2013-2015  
and Riva Schwartz 
in Honour of our Sons
Robert, David and Matthew

The Goldfingers,  
Charles, Regina, Anne, Lorie, 
Howard, Marjorie, Ralph and Sharon
Wish Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda 
Synagogue 
Mazal Tov 
On its 60th Anniversary

In honour of Bella and Manfred Stier
Lovingly Remembered 
By their Children and Grandchildren

In memory of Lillian Herman l”z, 
Beloved Wife
In memory of Wayne Herman l”z, 
Beloved Son 
by Ron Herman 

Michael, Rochelle 
Seth, Aaron and Shaina Kerzner

David Anisman and Family

The Burshtein Family 
Howard, Ruth, Noah and Lani

Dedicated in loving memory of 
William and Bella Lerman l”z
by their son Jerrold, daughter-in-law, 
Robin and Granddaughters, Ashley 
and Courtney

Melissa and Joel Feldberg and Family 
wish 
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue 
Mazel Tov on its 
60th Anniversary

Dedicated By 
Rick, Mandy, Jonah and  
Sam Goldberg
In celebration of 
Beth Emeth’s 60th Anniversary

Dedicated by 
Pearl and Gidon Grundland 
In honour of our Children and 
Grandchildren
With love always

The Keshen Kiddush Klub 
Honours the memory of 
Barney Barenholtz l”z
Founder of the
Men’s Kiddush Club

L’chaim. To life.
Syd and Lea Moscoe

Mark & Elina Schachter and Family

Honouring the Birth of 
Matthew Humphrey Segal, 
May 17, 2015
Proud Parents, Brian Segal and 
Dr. Samantha Matin
Proud Grandparents, 
Lloyd & Beverly Segal

Dedicated in loving memory of 
Marcy Silverberg l”z, Sam and  
Molly Silverberg l”z
By their Children,  
Grandchildren and Family

Dedicated in honour of  
Dustin Silverberg’s Bar Mitzvah 
With love from your family
Keith, Eva, Taylor, Devon  
and Sloane Silverberg
May 2, 2015

Susan and Allan Snow
Honour their Children
Kevin, Jason, Amanda, and Zackary
May 2015

Izzy and Marcia Snyder
Children and Grandchildren

Dedicated in loving memory of 
Kyle Brandon Traves l”z
By Bob, Marla, Lindsay, Jeffrey and 
Jennifer

Dedicated by 
Larry and Debbie Weinberg and 
Family 
In celebration of 
Beth Emeth’s 60th Anniversary

Malcolm Weinstein, 
Treasurer 2012-2015 

and Bonita Weinstein
In Honour of our Daughters
Simone and Ashley

Dedicated in loving memory  
of our parents
Evelyn and William English l”z
Individuals of kindness, 
love and respect
By the Family of Marlene and Ron 
White 

Honouring our Children
Joshua, Simon and Lauren,  
Abbey and Steven 
and Grandchildren Sammy and Lexa
With love, Fran and Marty Wolfe
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donor recognition 

Donations to the Terumah @ 60 Wall 
There is still time left to have your family legacy etched on to the Terumah @60 Wall and to help ensure our Synagogue remains 
inclusive and welcoming to all. Thank you to the following generous donors who have played an important role in furthering the 
growth and vitality of our Synagogue:
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fundraising events - save the dates!

April Movie Screening Fundraiser
All are welcome to 

attend this exciting Blockbuster film 
screening. Film TBA! 

Jacob Family Theatre at the 
Posluns Auditorium at Baycrest,  

3560 Bathurst Street. Generously 
sponsored by the Jacob Family.

Tuesday April 26 –
7:00 pm

Enjoy a movie, Kosher for Passover 
snacks and more

Patron tickets: 
Silver Sponsorship $180/ couple 
Gold Sponsorship $360/ couple. 

For more info and to purchase  
please call Tanya at 416.633.3838 x 

288 or via tanya@beby.org
Tax receipts provided 

to maximum amount allowable.

 
The Samuel Edelstein Garden  

Donor Appreciation Shabbatini  
Open to the community 

Friday June 24 –  
prior to Friday evening services  

As the Garden Donor Wall (located inside the Elder Street 
Entrance) nears completion a special donor recognition event 

will be held before Kabbalat Shabbat featuring
 light food, drinks and martinis!  

The Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden  
(or the foyer if weather does not permit)

Free of charge but please RSVP to the office no later than 
Wednesday June 22 at noon. 

The Classic — 
BEBY Annual Golf 

Tournament
 

Join us at the BRAND NEW 
Lebovic Golf Club on  

Thursday, August 25
Sponsored by The Joseph 
Lebovic Charitable 
Foundation and 
The Wolf Lebovic 
Charitable Foundation 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
be one of the first to play on 

this exquisite course, designed 
by Doug Carrick.

Please see enclosed post card for 
more details! 

To learn more or reserve your space 
please speak with Tanya at 

416.633.3838 x288
 

A Year of Honour      
 
A year of inspiration and honour in tribute to our Holocaust 
survivors and their families.

This special year will be launched on Sisterhood Shabbat,  
May 7. Watch for more details! 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

60th Closing Event 

Gala Dinner  
Formal dinner and dance featuring a  

gourmet meal and a live band  
to close out our 60th anniversary year!

Fischtein Hall 

Tuesday June 7, 2016 
Pricing and more details to follow

Many sponsorship opportunities available! 
For more information please speak with 

Tanya by calling 416 633 3838 x288 
or by email tanya@beby.org

Annual Terumah Appeal  
(Donations since last 
publication) 
 
Stephen and Rebecca Barsky 
Ben and Cynthia Gasner  
Ron and Marlene White 

A Special Thank You to 

MoSHE EzEr  
for providing and installing a 
railing by the side entrance which 
greatly assists the Out of the Cold 
guests. 
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scholarship funds at beth emeth

Beth Emeth Member 
Scholarships

Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah  
Adults and teens of Beth Emeth who have an interest in 
engaging in advanced Torah scholarship and study are 

welcome to apply. 
Deadline for application: April 1st for study in the fall. 

September 1st for study in winter/spring. 

Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Award
This scholarship financially supports our 

congregants’ children and grandchildren in 
their extra-curricular sporting activities.  
Deadline for application: May 13, 2016

The scholarship will be awarded 
during Graduation Shabbat.

Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund
This scholarship is for synagogue members attending 
programs which support Jewish continuity, such as 

eligible overnight Jewish camps. 
Deadline for applications is March 18, 2016.

  *DEADLINE FAST APPROACHING* 

David and Sandra Anisman 
Israel Fund Scholarships
Available to members studying 
or attending a program in Israel. 

Application MUST be submitted before departure. 

To request an application for any scholarship, please 
speak with Tanya in the synagogue office 

416.633.3838 x 288 or visit 
http://www.beby.org/scholarships.html

Graduation Shabbat 
Saturday, June 11th.

To show our appreciation and gratitude to you and your 
children for placing a high value on the importance of a 

Jewish education, Beth Emeth will once again be holding 
our annual Graduation Recognition Program. 

 Each child will be given an opportunity to take part in the 
service. At the end of the service each graduate will be 

called up to the Bimah to receive their 
certificate from the Synagogue.

Following services, celebrate this milestone in your child’s 
life with the entire congregation at the enhanced Kiddush.

Please call Freda at the Synagogue office if you have a 
child graduating from a Hebrew School in 2016 to make 

sure your child is part of this wonderful day.

Karen Seidman and Eileen Jadd
Chairs, 

Graduation Recognition Committee
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Purim Palooza!  
Sunday March 20, in the afternoon. Come 
out to a BEBY carnival like you’ve never 
seen before! New inflatables, games, and 
MORE.  See ad page 2. 

Purim Play
This year’s amazing Purim Play is 

The Wonderful Megillah of Oz.  
Join us for one of our exciting 
performances. The first show 
will be held on Wednesday 
March 23 following the 
Megillah reading (9 pm) and 
an encore performance on 

Thursday March 24th at  
8:00 pm. 

Don’t be disappointed; order 
your tickets now. Single tickets are 

$5 pp. Dinner & Show: $18 pp. Please 
contact the office 416-633-3838 to order 
your tickets.

BETH EMETH YOuTH  
CHOCOLATE SEDER 
Saturday April 16th 
10:45 am am
Shabbat Services in the Lerman 
Chapel followed by our 
delicious chocolate 
seder in the 
Inwentash 
Centre.

If 
you’ve 
never 
been, 
just 
imagine 
what it 
would 
be like if 
everything at 
your seder was 
chocolate!

Activities for SHABBAT

GAn SHABBAT
Weekly Shabbat programming 
for children ages 1 through JK, 
including songs, games, Jew-
ish learning and healthy snacks. 
Our Gan Shabbat runs all year 
round, including the summer 
time. From 10 am until the end 
of services, located in the BEBY 
Babies room on the lower level 
near the parking lot side.

JR. COnGREGATIOn
Our weekly Shabbat program 
for families, youth and teens. 
This service consists of beau-
tiful melodies and insightful 
commentaries on relevant top-
ics. Following services, join 
us for an interactive discus-
sion based on a wide range of 
current Jewish topics. Please 
check the Shabbat Bulletin for 
information on upcoming dis-
cussion topics. Services begin 
at 10 am in the Chapel.

YOuTH KIDDISH 
For all our participants in 
both the Gan Shabbat and 
Na’are Emet service, Kiddish 
is provided following the 
completion of services in the 
Inwentash Centre. Sponsor a 
Youth Kiddish in honour of a 
special occasion such as your 
child or grandchild’s birthday 
or other milestone. Please call 
the office for further details.

WOW! WHAT A BuSY FEW MOnTHS IT HAS 
BEEn In THE YOuTH DEPARTMEnT! 
We had our Family Chanukah Shabbat Dinner, our annual family Chanukah party, as well as 
several very successful Family Shabbat services. Special thanks to Bounce Entertainment, the 
DJs from the Chanukah party, who graciously donated their time and equipment to make 
this year’s Chanukah party a huge success. 

The Youth Department held their second BEBY Night Out, featuring renowned hypnotist Jeff 
West! Everyone in attendance was kept entertained and laughing for the whole evening – 
thank you to all who came out to this wonderful program.

The Youth Department has a busy schedule coming up – join us at our upcoming programs. 
For more information about any Youth Department program, please contact Dale Gold, 
Youth and Family Program Director, at (416) 633-3838 x229 or email youth@beby.org.

youth and young families

mailto:youth%40beby.org?subject=
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upcoming Programs

Middle School Sleepover    
Saturday March 12-Sunday March 13.  
Come out for a great night of cooking and movies!

Purim Palooza! - Annual BEBY Carnival  
Sunday March 20, in the afternoon. Come out to a BEBY 
carnival like you’ve never seen before! New inflatables, 
games, and MORE. See our ad on page 2.

Family Shabbat Service    
April 2, 10am, Arback Hall.  Our Family Shabbat Service is 
an inclusive, engaging service where you can participate 
as much as you would like! Each service is followed by a 
yummy lunch. Sign up with Dale is mandatory (by Thursday 
March 31st at 12pm) so we can order the appropriate 
amount of food.

Chocolate Seder  
Saturday April 16, 10:45am.  What would happen if 
everything at your seder was CHOCOLATE? Come to the 
Beth Emeth Chocolate Seder and find out!

Toronto Zoo Trip  
Sunday May 15. Come out 
to the Beth Emeth Families 
closing program of the year! It 
promises to be a WILD time!

Walk with Israel
sunday May 29
watch for details - 
to follow!

youth and young families

VOLunTEER OPPORTunITIES
Beth Emeth’s Youth Department has many volunteer 

opportunities. Complete your volunteer hours or just 

do a good deed.

Call the office for more info. 

HELP WAnTED
Are your children involved in the BEBY Youth 

program? Are you interested in getting them more 

involved? Then please consider joining the Youth 

Council by becoming a committee member. 

do we have your email???? don’t miss out on all the fun. ensure you are 
on our email list and don’t forget... like us on fACebooK! facebook.com/
bebyyoungfamilies. Call the office for more information on any program or to 
volunteer.

Don’t miss a thing!   
WEEkLY BULLETIN BLAST
We would like to remind our members that 
our Shabbat Bulletin is available each Friday 
by e-mail. Please sign up using the sign-in 
form on our home page. And don’t forget - 
stop by our Facebook page too! Visit www.
beby.org for up-to-date info on everything 
Beth Emeth!
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the kadima centre

In the month of Nisan we see the word “Neis” which means a miracle. 
At Kadima Centre we see the miracle of personal growth every week 
as our participants learn about art, science, animals, friendship, the 
chagim, cooking, dancing and life.

We welcome you to witness this amazing growth in the coming 
months of Nisan, Iyar and Sivan. To volunteer at Kadima Centre, 
please call the synagogue office (416-633-3838) or send me an 
e-mail at: marcelcohen2003@yahoo.ca 

See you here at Kadima Centre!

Sincerely yours,
Marcel Cohen
Programme Director of Kadima Centre

For Kadima’s upcoming Winter schedule,  
we are excited to be doing the following 
programs:
April  - June 2016
 
(All programs run from 2:00 until 3:30 pm
 unless otherwise indicated)
 
1. April 3, 2016 – Magic and Project Magic
2. April 10, 2016 –Art Class
3. April 17, 2016 – Kadima Model Seder 
4. April 24, 2016 – 2nd Day of Passover – Kadima Closed
5. May 1, 2016 – Striking for Reena, Playtime Bowl (33 

Samor Road) 12:45 - 3:30 pm Off-campus - no bus 
provided.

6. May 8, 2016 – Cooking Class - Yom HaAtzmaut - 
Mother’s Day – Bingo

7. Saturday, May 14, 2016 – 9AM to 12pm Shabbat of 
Inclusion at Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue

8. May 15, 2016 – Creature Quest
9. May 22, 2016 – Victoria Day Weekend – Kadima Closed 
10. May 29, 2016 – Walk with Israel – off-campus
11. June 5, 2016 – Yom Yerushalayim Bar-B-Q
12. June 12, 2016 – Shavuot Holiday – Kadima Closed
13. June 19, 2016 – Father’s Day – 1:00 to 4:15pm – 

Windreach Farm (Please bring lunch, hat, drink and sun 
block), Bus leaving from Beth Emeth Synagogue.

We invite you to volunteer at our enlightening 
Sunday afternoon programs, provide financial 
assistance to Kadima, or become involved in some 
other way. Remember that chesed (kindness) and 
tikkun olam (repairing the world) are cornerstones of 
both Jewish ethics and Jewish theology.

A Yom Ha’atzmaut A
Saturday, may 14th  

Come and Celebrate 
Israel’s 68th Birthday!

and 
Shabbat Itanu 

Yom Ha’atzmaut Shabbat and Shabbat Itanu
(Sabbath of Inclusion)

Inclusionary Shabbat for 
people with Special Needs

Participants, caregivers and volunteers from 
our very own Kadima Educational Centre 

will be honoured

Led by Chazzan David Edwards
Join us for music and celebration as we enjoy

a special Shabbat Service 
with an Israeli flavour!

Enhanced Kiddush served following services.

REMEMBER: We’ve Got Mail! 
If you have an email address PLEASE share it with the office. Don’t miss the weekly blast! 
You can subscribe directly using our on-line form on our home page at www.beby.org. The 
Keshers are now available on line... go to www.beby.org and click the Kesher link. 

mailto:marcelcohen2003%40yahoo.ca%20?subject=
www.beby.org
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Earth Day Celebrations
Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, 
Who has sanctified us with His commandments 
and environmental traditions entrusting us to be 
stewards and protectors of the earth. Traditions 
that the secular world is just now identifying as 
valuable through modern research is catching up to 
recognizing what Judaism and Beth Emeth has always 
found valuable. Significant environmental traditions 
include celebrating Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of trees 
and Passover, the beginning of the barley harvest. 

What similarities are there between Passover and Earth Day? Both 
occur in the spring, a time of renewal and liberation. Passover 
focuses on our liberation from ancient slavery. Earth Day draws 
our attention to current liberation from the slavery of exploiting, 
polluting, over-consuming, altering or destroying ecosystems that 
contribute to world-wide climate change. As advocates and role-
models, we strive to protect, preserve and maintain the health of 
our diverse, natural environment. 

Beth Emeth, our respected and 
renowned Community Hub, 
embraces fostering a full & 
joyous way of life and is 
relevant in galvanizing and 

guiding communities towards environmental protection, 
resilience and emergency preparedness. 

Please join us on Sunday April 3rd at 11:30 am in the 
Tessler Lounge to have fun playing Jewish Jeopardy 

followed by tips and hands-on indoor planting. 

Mel and I wish you peace, good times, good health, prosperity 
and happiness on Passover and always.    

Hilda Swirsky, RN, BScN, MEd
Chair, Beth Emeth Greening Committee 

hswirsky@hotmail.com

beth emeth’s greening committee 

scotch tasting
Wednesday March 9

reel & spiel
Wednesday March 16

Annual Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 20

Megillah reading
Wednesday, March 23

the wonderful Megillah of oz
Wednesday, March 23

the wonderful Megillah of oz
Thursday, March 24

Greening earth day Program
Sunday, April 3

Nash & drash
Thursday, April 7

brunch with dr. Nathan Hermann
Sunday, April 10

reel & spiel
Wednesday, April 13

Passover dinner following services
Friday, April 15

Chocolate seder
Saturday, April 16

Movie fundraiser
Tuesday April 26 

dessert oneg shabbat
 Friday, May 13

Young families Closing Zoo trip
Sunday May 15

Nash & drash
Thursday May 26 

berk lecture
Thursday May 26

walk with Israel
Sunday May 29

Beit Halochem Veterans 
Welcome Reception

Thursday June 2

60th Anniversary Closing Gala
Tuesday June 7

shabbatini
Friday, June 24

Sunday April 3rd 
11:30 am | Tessler Lounge

All Welcome.  

Jewish Jeopardy 
and Tips on Indoor Planting.

Join your Hostesses: Hilda and Faye
Refreshments will be served. 

Call the office to reserve your spot
$5 pp.

Events Check List

mailto:hswirsky%40hotmail.com?subject=
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On behalf of my entire family, I wish you all the best for the Purim and Pesach Chaggim.

We are happy to announce the return of The Classic, our BEBY Annual Golf Tournament, scheduled for 
Thursday, August 25th.  Please see page 16 for more information. Please join us for the best social events 
in the city - our food tastings - paired with specially selected beverages... starting with our Scotch Tasting 
on March 9th.  It’s always a great time.

Please go to eventbrite.ca to register for any of our upcoming events.
Looking forward to seeing you on the green!
Cheers! 
Bruce Martin, President
brotherhood@beby.org 

bruce martin men’s club

Wednesday March 9th, 2016
Scotch Tasting & Food Pairings  — 7 pm
Catered by Uptown Gourmet Catering | FJMC Members: $75.00 | Non-members: $100.00
Event Payment & Reservations by:  Friday, March 4th, 12 noon.
Eventbrite Registration: http://mensclubscotchtasting.eventbrite.ca 

Wednesday May 4th, 2016
Bourbon Tasting & Food Pairings — 7pm
Catered by Uptown Gourmet Catering. FJMC Members: $60.00 | Non-members: $80.00
Event Payment & Reservations by:  Friday, April 29th, 12 noon.
Eventbrite Registration http://bebybourbontasting.eventbrite.ca

Wednesday June 15th, 2016
Beer Tasting & Food Pairings — 7 pm
Catered by Men’s Club. FJMC Members: $40.00. Non-members: $55.00 
Event Payment & Reservations by:  Friday June 10th, 12 noon.
Eventbrite Registration: http://mensclubbeertasting.eventbrite.ca

brotherhood@beby.org
http://mensclubscotchtasting.eventbrite.ca 
http://bebybourbontasting.eventbrite.ca
 http://mensclubbeertasting.eventbrite.ca
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world wide wrap

The BEBY Men’s Club hosted a full 
house for this year’s World Wide 
Wrap on Sunday February 7th, 2016.
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The mandate of the Continuing Education Committee is to present 
programs that inform our members on Tikun Olam, world politics 
& community issues. I am pleased to report that all our programs 
have been well attended and talked about in many synagogue 
circles. Our most popular event is our monthly Movie Nights 
facilitated by Rabbi Lipson who does an amazing presentation. 
(The popcorn is always a hit).

We have a dedicated and hard-working committee, but we are 
always looking for volunteers with creative ideas. If you are 
interested in becoming involved in our committee, please contact 
the Synagogue office and I or one of my co-chairs will get in touch 
with you.

As I said above, we experienced a successful Fall and Winter 
Season and are  looking forward to presenting wonderful programs 
in the Spring.

I want to thank my co-chairs Perry Davis & Earl Cooperman as well 
as our committee for their continued support and commitment.

Chag Sameach to all our members & families.

Marlene White, Perry Davis 
and Earl Cooperman

 

Wednesday, March 16th.
Reel & Spiel with Rabbi Lipson
Screening The Syrian Bride 
$5.00 pp.  Includes popcorn, refreshments and dessert.

Sunday, April 10th, 2016, 10:30 am Arback Hall
Brunch and Lecture with Dr. Nathan Hermann, one of Canada’s 
leading Alzheimer specialists. His optimistic vision suggests that 
each of us can make a difference in reducing the incidence of this 
terrible and costly disease.

We thank Laura & Harvey Schwartz for their generosity in 
sponsoring this informative program. Couvert: $12.00.  

Wednesday, April 13th, 2016-7:00 pm
Reel & Spiel - Movie - TBA. 
$5.00 pp.  Includes popcorn, refreshments and dessert.

Wednesday, May 18, 7:00 pm
Reel & Spiel - Movie - TBA. 
$5.00 pp.  Includes popcorn, refreshments and dessert.

Thursday, May 26th-7:30 pm
Lecture with Professor Stephen Berk 
Generously Sponsored by the Kerzner Family (Details on page 12)
Please see page 14 for details.

Please call the synagogue office to reserve for these programs.

continuing education

If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes 
a group of Jewish women to ensure a 
vibrant, warm and friendly Synagogue 
community. Collectively, the women of our 
Congregation have worked hard, over the 
years, and continue to work to make Beth 
Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue such a place.

We have not only cared for the needs of 
our individual families - physical, spiritual, 
psychological health - we have also 
supported and developed programmes that 
help to make Beth Emeth the best Traditional 
Conservative Synagogue in Toronto. 

The women of Beth Emeth support, help develop and participate 
in social action activities, programming for youth, women of all 
ages, education, sit on the Board and fundraising - in fact, wherever 
there is a need. 

Once a year the secular calendar honours 
women by celebrating Mother’s Day. It 
has become tradition at Beth Emeth Bais 
Yehuda Synagogue, on Mother’s Day 
weekend, to honour and celebrate the 
hard work of all our women at a special 
Sisterhood Shabbat service.

Please join us Saturday May 7, 2016 for 
Sisterhood Shabbat including a special 
kiddush lunch to recognize, honour and 
celebrate the women of Beth Emeth.

Please call and register at the office, 416-633-3838. Admission free.

Riva Schwartz and Joan Segal
Chairs

 sisterhood shabbat
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continuing education

SundAyS

• Hebrew Reading Level II with Michael Kinrys begins February 
28th for 6 classes. For those who can read slowly or have 
completed Level I. Call to register. FREE.

• Tanach Study Group – led by shul members and meeting 
in their homes, this interactive study group analyzes and 
discusses various Tanach texts. Check the weekly bulletin for 
dates and locations.

MondAyS

•  Surveying the High Holy Day Machzor –
In this class, we will study selected texts from the Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur liturgy to gain a better appreciation of 
this sacred season. Passages will be analyzed from historical, 
literary, and spiritual perspectives with the goal of bringing 
relevance and meaning to the 21st century Jew. Weekly with 
Rabbi Morrison. Boardroom. 7:15 - 8:15 pm. 

TueSdAyS

• Talmud Study Group, sponsored by Sisterhood – Rabbis 
Morrison & Lipson alternate in teaching insights from the 
Talmud. 10:00 -11:30 am in the Tessler Lounge. 

WedneSdAyS

• Morasha Classes - Continuing education, various topics and 
speakers. Consult the weekly bulletin or beby.org for current class 
offerings. Info? nancywallack@gmail.com

ThuRSdAyS 

• Nash & Drash – Our Clergy lead a study session combined 
with a light lunch. Noon, meets monthly in the Tessler Lounge. 
Next Dates: March 24, April 7* & May 26.  Members: $13 pp.  
*Musical Pre-Passover Nash & Drash with Chazzan Edwards, 
and Klara Bagley. $15 pp. (see page 10 for more info). 
 
ShABBAT  

• Tish and Torah with Rabbi Lipson - learning sessions for the 
Parshat Hashavuah at 10:00 am

• Rabbinics Study Group – Daf Ha’Shavua - Daf Ha’Shavua, 
The Weekly Page of Talmud. For beginning or intermediate 
students, we will explore page by page the first Tractate of the 
Talmud known as Masechet Berachot using the new Koren 
Talmud Bavli Daf Yomi Edition which contains the text in its 
original as well as full English translation and commentary by 
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.  “The primary focus of the tractate is 
the myriad ways in which a Jewish person expresses his faith 
during his life”. On Saturday afternoons, 35 minutes prior to 
Mincha. 

Great news, Beth Emeth community. Our synagogue is back in the 
UJA Israel Engagement ShinShinim Program. In mid-January, Beth 
Emeth delegates travelled to Israel to participate in the selection 
process for Beth Emeth’s 2016-2017 ShinShinim. We are delighted 
to introduce you to Shir Biran and Bar Avitan, our ShinShinim for 
2016-2017.They arrive in late August and they are SO excited to be 
a part of the Beth Emeth community.
 
While in Israel, we got to meet up with Beth Emeth’s former Shin-
Shinim, Bar and Nitzan (2013-2014) and Omer (2014-2015).  Bar is 
serving in the IDF at the army base in Mitzpe Ramon as a drone op-
erator, and Nitzan is at Ir HaBahadim, in training to be a paramedic 
for the army. Omer has begun her IDF training, and will serve in the 
intelligence unit of the army.  We wish our former ShinShinim well, 
and are so proud of the work they are doing for Israel!

Karla Yakobi, Chair Youth Deparment 
and 
Dale Gold, Youth & Young Families Program Director 

shinshinim update!
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For 11 years our family and I have been doing the Chanukah Toy 
Drive in memory of my dear 
mother and for the last two 
years in memory of my dear 
father. 

It’s really been a labor of love 
for our family and I know 
my parents are thrilled that 
this toy drive has been such a 
wonderful success.

I would like to thank the 
following donors that have 
been with us for the last 11 
years and who have given 
generously & supported our 
toy drive.   Spin Master Toys, 
Ganz, Gertex Hosiery Inc., and 
Master Mind Toys. 

This year, three new companies 
have come on board to support 
this cause. Thank you to Monster Factory, Can-Rad Beauty Ltd. 
and Dr. Flea’s Flea Market. I really look forward to working with 
these companies for many years to come.

Toys were also donated  by Chabad of York Mills “J-Teens 
program”, Uptown Chabad “Gan Chabad Pre-School”, Kinder 
Sports preschool and Associated Hebrew School Danilack Campus. 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU for your support!

Our Chanukah Toy Drive would not be possible without the 
HUGE support of Beth Emeth’s wonderful members and their 

families for dropping off NEW only toys to the bin at shul and 
continually filling it up with 
great donations.  

This year we reached an all 
time HIGH of the largest 
amount of CASH donations 
ever.  AMAZING!!!   
 
Thank you to the clergy, 
office staff and the security 
staff for also making the toy 
drive a success. I don’t know 
what I would do without all 
of you and your help and 
support.
 
If you know of a company 
who can donate NEW ONLY 
toys to our toy drive, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me 
at: yourpalrochelle@aol.com.

Please don’t forget that throughout the year you can always make a 
cash donation in memory or in honor of a loved one to the Marty 
Keshen Chesed Committee Chanukah Toy Drive.
 
We look forward to our 12th Toy Drive December 2016!!
Wishing all the members of Beth Emeth and their families a Festive 
Purim and a Happy & Healthy Pesach! 

The Kerzner Family
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the marty keshen chesed committee

What is Chesed? What does Chesed mean to you? I decided to 
Google the sentence “What is the meaning of Chesed” and this is 
what it said:

Hesed is one of the richest, most powerful words in the Old 
Testament. It reflects the loyal love that people committed to the 
God of the Bible should have for one another. It is not a “mood.”
Hesed is not primarily something people “feel.”  It is something 
people DO for other people who have no claim on them.

Visiting shiva houses, calling shut ins, calling a shul member who 
is in a seniors home or recovering from a recent surgery, just 
picking up a phone and reaching out to those in need is Chesed.

This is exactly why I volunteer my time for the last three years and 
do Chesed. It’s doing for other people, giving back, greeting them 
in person or by phone with a warm and friendly smile or hand 
shake. All of our Beth Emeth members have Chesed in them! 

If you have some time and would 
like to volunteer on the Chesed 
Committee, please send an email and 
I am more than happy to talk to you about how wonderful it is to 
be on this committee of giving back.

In closing, I’d like to leave you with this one thought. Can you 
think of someone who showed Chesed to someone else or to you?

Wishing all our Beth Emeth members and their families a happy, 
healthy and wonderful Purim and Pesach!!

Rochelle Kerzner
Chair, Chesed Committee
chesed@beby.org

chanukah toy drive update

mailto:chesed%40beby.org?subject=
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Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda is looking forward to 
once again opening its doors to the homeless 
next January and February. The program 
provides a warm and welcoming atmosphere, a 
hot kosher meal, gently used clothing, a warm 
bed to sleep in, a bagged lunch, TTC tokens, 
and a visit with an onsite nurse and toiletries.  
The program will run for 8 consecutive Monday 
nights-Tuesday mornings starting January 2017.

This program can only run with your ongoing 

generous support. We have seen first-hand how far 
your donations have gone and the difference you’ve 
made in people’s lives. We are in need of funding 
and ask that you please consider this program 
when making donations commemorating an 
occasion or when honouring a loved one to ensure 
our commitment to help those most vulnerable 
in our community. The most recent support that 
we received was from Mazon Canada and we truly 
appreciate their kind donation. Other corporate 
donations we have received include Brands 

International Corporation Inc., McGregor American 
Essentials / Just Socks Partner Charity, Scholastic 
Canada Ltd., Trimfit Co. Ltd. and TD Bank. 
We are also looking for donations of gently used 
clothing, specifically large and extra large jackets and 
winter boots, warm winter apparel, and toiletries.  We 
ask that if you are doing a spring-cleaning of your 
winter clothing to please consider the Out of the Cold 
program. Furthermore we are encouraging people to 
take the opportunity to give back to the community 
and volunteer for this program. There are volunteer 
positions available on the steering committee. Please 
reach out if you are interested in joining this important 
cause. 
If you are interested in volunteering for the 2017 
program, please send an email at the end of the 
summer to bebyoutofthecold@gmail.com. For financial 
donations, please contact the shul office at 416-633-
3838. To donate clothing, please drop it off at the shul 
office or leave it with the shul security guard.

We wish you and your family a Happy Pesach.

Allan Fleisher and Lindsay Henry
Out of the Cold Steering Committee

 

We are looking for a highly motivated 
individual to be the head of fundraising 
for our out of the Cold program. Please 
contact the office.

out of the cold

mailto:bebyoutofthecold%40gmail.com?subject=
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men’s club - remaining haftarot

BEREISHIT 
8. VAYETZE (S)

SHEMOT
20. MISHPATIM
24. VAYEKHEL(A)
25. VAYEKHEL(S) 

VAYIKRAH 
28. TZAV 

BAMIDBAR 
45. PINCHAS
46. MATTOT

DEVARIM 
48. DEVARIM

SPECIAL HAFTARAT 
65. SUKKOT (DAY 2)
74. HA’ CHODESH
77. PESACH (DAY 2)
78. SHABBAT CHOL HA’ 

MOED 
PESACH 
79. PESACH (DAY 7) 
80. PESACH (DAY 8)
82. SHAVUOT (DAY 2)
83. TISHA B’AV (MORNING) 
84. FAST DAYS (AFTERNOON)

The cost of a haftarah dedication is $750.00 and your payment in full 
when you commit would be greatly appreciated. However, members 
may choose to pay for their dedication in up to 5 equal payments. 

Please fill out the attached pledge form and return to the synagogue 
office. 

Dedications might include the following:
Bar/Bat Mitzvah • The anniversary of a past Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah • Birth of a child or grandchild 
• Wedding anniversary • Graduation • Yahrzeit or 
other memorial dedication • Public service honour • 
Other significant milestones 

Donor’s Name:__________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________

City and Postal Code: ____________________________

Office Phone: ___________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________

Home Phone: ___________________________________

Haftarah: (Please select the corresponding haftarah  

with the number next to it)

Choice 1: _____ Choice 2: ______ Choice 3: _______

Dedication: _____________________________________

MasterCard q or VISA q  

Card Number: __________________________________________

Expiry Date:______________   

Cardholder’s Name:_______________________________

I am paying in _____ installments of $ ________ = $750.00 

or I am enclosing ____ cheque(s) for $ ________ = $750.00

Signature:_____________________Date:__________________ 

Fax Form to 416 633.3153 or mail to 100 Elder St. TO  M3H 5G7 

Sefer Haftarah Program Pledge Form

TYING THE KNOT? 
Then you need this! 

BEYOND THE CHUPPAH - 
MARRIAGE PREP PROGRAM 

Tuesdays beginning May 3rd - for 5 sessions
at Adath Israel Congregation — 7 - 9 pm.
TOPICS INCLUDE: Welcome, Agenda Building & Family of Origin, Roles & Expectations, Communication/ 
Negotiation/Conflict, Jewish Home, Jewish Values / Budgeting & Financial Planning / Significant Relation-
ships/Family Peers, etc. 
A fee of $180.00 per couple will be charged. As space is limited, please confirm your intention to join by 
calling 416-638-7800, x 6215, contact Shawna Sidney, or go online to register at www.jfandcs.com.

http://www.jfandcs.com
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The Recipe Box 

Fruitcake

1 pound pitted prunes
12 ounces dried apricots 
8 figs cut in half with stem 
removed
3/4 cup flour or 
1/2 cup cake meal
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 tsp baking powder  
or 1 tsp potato starch
1/2 tsp salt
3 extra large eggs or 
4 large eggs
vanilla

Place the fruit into a large bowl
Sift together flour, sugar, baking 
powder and salt to cover the fruit 
and mix well to coat the fruit.

Beat the eggs and pour over fruit 
and mix well.
Line loaf pan with parchment paper.

Pour mixture into loaf pan and bake 2 
hours in 300 degree oven.

My family and I wish all a good Yom Tov.

beby aleph bais yehuda elementary school

With spring soon or already upon us; our students are busy 
preparing for Purim and Pesach. In the month of Adar; we are 
reminded of our Sages comment Mi”SheBeNichnas Adar, Marbim 
B’Simcha When Adar enters, our joy increases.  It is amazing 
to watch the students of our Aleph Bais Yehuda School. The 
students’ joy not only increased with the arrival of Adar, but it 
increases when they arrive for school every Sunday morning. 
Speak to the parents, watch the students learn, listen to them 
sing, watch them dance and inspect the various artistic projects 

that they create. Our students enjoy learning and with that their 
enthusiasm for learning and love of Judaism is truly infectious. 
 While watching our students prepare for Pesach, I am reminded of 
the centrality of children and question in the Passover Haggadah. 
It makes sense, children ask questions. Intellectually stimulated 
and curious children ask lots of poignant and insightful questions. 
Our students at Aleph Bais have become like the Chacham, the 
Wise Child. They ask questions, they have learned where to 
find answers, they have learned the answers and asked the next 
question. They have all engaged on a path of the Wise Child and 
will have beautiful insight to their families’ Pesach. 

Purim Sameach & Chag Kasher v’ Sameach
Rabbi Leslie P. Lipson 
rabbilipson@beby.org
Headmaster, Aleph Bais Yehuda School 

errors & omissioNs
We regret any errors and omissions that may occur. Please call the office to make corrections.

by Reni Cuperfain
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This year’s Yizkor Book will be published for use on Shavuot 2017. Take this opportunity to remember 

your loved ones by having their names inscribed in our annual Yizkor Book. Please return this form to 

the Synagogue office. The deadline for receipt of dedications is Friday April 28th, 2017.

Please include the names of my loved ones in the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Yizkor Book. 

List names as they are to appear.

Please print.
Remembered by:    

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

 
 In Loving Memory of:

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Enclosed please find my donation of $ 

Visa/MasterCard

No.______________________________    Expiry______________________

Name____________________________   Tel. No. _____________________

Prices: Name - $10 each, 1/4 page - $75, 1/2 page - $150, Full page - $300 
If you require additional space, please attach a separate sheet of paper.

Yizkor Book
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On the holidays, we often 
focus on the big picture event 
– what happened, what the 
ramifications were and how 
to conduct ourselves for the 

future. In these books, 
the focus is more on the 
individual in each of the 
different circumstances. 

Fern Schumer Chapman’s 
mother, Edith, was sent 
from Germany to America 
at the start of World War II 

in an effort to extricate and 
protect her from the conflict 
in Europe. Alone on a ship, 
at age 12, Edith could never 
get past the notion that her 
family had abandoned her; 
her perception coloured 

every action and thought she 
had for the rest of her life. Despite 

the fact that she and her older sister - 
who had been sent to the United States a year 

before she had - were the sole survivors from their family, she 
carried the guilt of survival and the burden of being, as she saw 
it, given away because she had not been loved enough to keep. 
Finally, when Edith’s parents would have passed away naturally 
had they not been murdered in the Shoah, Chapman convinces her 
mother to return to Germany to face her past and try to accept her 
future. Motherland: Beyond the Holocaust - A Mother-Daughter 
Journey to Reclaim the Past tells what happened during those 
visits back to Germany, what has changed and what has stayed the 
same in Edith’s isolated town. 

Jennifer Teege is a biracial woman living in Germany. Like Edith, 
Teege wonders about her biological family and what life could have 
been like. Always knowing that her adopted family loves her and 
supports her, she longs to understand how her biological mother 
could have let her go. One day, Teege stumbles upon a book in 
the library written by her biological mother. In it, she discovers the 
horrifying fact that her grandfather was Amon Goeth, one of the 
most cruel commandants in the Nazi regime, infamous for taking 
pot shots at the prisoners in Stephen Spielberg’s movie “Shindler’s 
List”. The book, My Grandfather Would Have Shot Me: A Black 
Woman Discovers Her Family’s Nazi Past, tells Teege’s true 
journey to uncover her past and reconcile it with her present and 
her future. 

The Boston Girl, by Anita Diamant, is based on the sweet premise 
of a grandmother sharing her life’s story with her granddaughter. 
As a young girl, Addie Baum, born at the turn of the 20th century 
to immigrant parents, desperately tries to find her way as an 
American girl in a world that is markedly different from the one her 

parents knew in Europe. Her mother wants to transpose Europe to 
America, her father tries to make a life for his family but is unsure 
of how to act in the new setting, one sister is willing to jump in 
with both feet while her other sister is emotionally and mentally 
incapable of dealing with the stress of living in America or even 
living as a responsible adult. Addie’s life is interesting, though not 
exciting. She does, however, act as a mirror to reflect the immense 
and significant changes that occurred throughout the last century.  

As we reflect on the events of Purim and Pesach and the major 
impact both have had on our lives as Jews today, we can bring 
a richer understanding to the events by attending to the people 
involved and understanding their personal motivations, thoughts, 
worries and wishes.

Eleanor Minuk
Library Committee

eleanor minuk  library committee

writer’s Corner

The Gift 

Friendship is the most precious gift of all
None judgmental with purity of this call
Respect, empathy, kindness is easily shared
The foundation of love and intimacy to be paired
Beauty of the body diminishes so very fast
But the inner tranquility of friendship will outlast
The touch of a hand is like a treasured kiss
The intimate blink of the eye none can miss
Fortunate are the few who have nurtured this 
taste
Forgiveness and love cannot be grappled in 
haste
Pure selfless friendship can be developed 
at any age
Sharing and caring, unconditionally is life’s 
ultimate stage.

Written by 
Rosalie Shadlyn
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Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda offers you several convenient ways to send meaningful gifts, celebrate special
occasions and life cycle events, and commemorate people who are important to you and your family.  

• Tax deductible receipts will be issued
• Your gift will be acknowledged in future Kesher issues or at sponsored events (at your 

discretion).

1. Send a beautifully inscribed card.

Help support Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda with a card
directed to the fund of your choice. Minimum donation
$18.00. Card and postage are included with your
donation and are mailed out within 2 business days of
your request. 

�  Aleph Bais Yehuda Elementary School 
� Cantor Danto Music Library
� Chesed Fund / Toy Drive
�  Chesed Knitters
� Community Assistance
� Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden
� Green Fund
� Holocaust Education Endowment Fund
� Israel Fund
� Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship
� Joseph & Sylvia Lichtman Twinning Program 
� The Kadima Centre (Special Needs)
� Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah
� Kelman Endowment Fund
� Library & Music
� Mitzvah Fund
� Out of the Cold (Homelessness)
� Torah Maintenance � Chumash $108

2.   Sponsor a Kiddush* or Oneg Shabbat:  

�  Hashkama Minyan $72 or 3 for $180 (NM $100)
�  Daily morning breakfast from $100 ($120 NM)
� Congregational Shabbat from $360 ($500 NM)

� Seudah Shlisheet from $180
� Jr. Congregation — Various Amounts
�  Friday Night  — Various Amounts
�  Youth Kiddush  — $36
�  Weekly Shabbat Bulletin - $180

3.   Sponsor a Continuing Education Program.

As the donor, your name will, at your discretion, be
featured on all promotional literature and publicly
acknowledged at the event.  You will also be invited to
meet and introduce the speaker.  We will call you to
discuss the specific program you wish to sponsor: 

� Class or Study Group from $54
� Lecture Sponsorship from $360
� Scholar-in-Residence Weekend from $3600

4.  Legacy Planning. 

These gifts may include bequests, life insurance, RRSP’s
and RRIF’s, stocks and securites. Call for more
information if you are interested in establishing a legacy
gift at Beth Emeth. 

5. Other Opportunities include:

Lerman Chapel Dedications, Tessler Lounge, The
Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden and The
Community Hub. Call the office for more information
on these and other donor opportunities.

Invest in a world of Jewish Experience. 
Make Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda a destination point for your charitable giving. 

For all your charitable giving hbbv

* speak to Valerie for meat kiddush pricing.
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YOM HASHOAH 
v’HAgvURAH

Holocaust Community 
Commemoration

Wednesday May 4th at 7pm
Toronto Centre for the Arts

5040 Yonge Street

community news and more

The 15th Annual 
Communal Reading of 

MEgILLAT HA’SHOAH
(the Holocaust Scroll)

Thursday May 5th
at 7:30 pm

Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am
55 Yeomans Road 

Shabbat Greeters 
Help maintain decorum during Shabbat Services with this important mitzvah! 

Please contact Freda in the the office for information on how you can become a greeter. 
volunteer hours for Students — High school students can earn volunteer hours too!  

Lots of opportunities to volunteer. Email freda@beby.org.
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At Gan Yeladim we 

incorporate Jewish content 

in all activities.  Hot kosher 

dairy lunches and 2 snacks 

provided daily.  Spaces are 

available.  For registration 

information, please call 

Jessica at 416-638-1796.

community news and more

FRUMBA 
Women’s Cardio  
danCe Fitness
Sponsored by Sisterhood.    
Join us on Thursdays at 7:45 pm. 
Begins February 25th. If you are 
interested in participating - please 
contact Bette at frumbadance@gmail.
com for details on classes and pricing. 
Drop-in rates available too!

Frumba integrates cardio with weight 
bearing bone resistance exercises, balance 
training, flexibility and total body stretches, 
woven into a smooth flow of simple routines, 
set to uplifting Salsa, Hebrew, Yiddish and 
international music. 

sponsorships
Honour your loved 

ones and your family milestones
 with a sponsorship at 

Beth Emeth.
Effective immediately, 

the cost of sponsorships are: 

Weekly Shabbat Bulletin 
$180

hashkama Minyan Kiddush - 
members $72 / 3 for $180

 
Congregational Kiddush - 

members $360; non-members $500 

Seudah Shlisheet - 
members $180; non-members $250 

daily Breakfast 
(includes eggs) -

 members $100;  non-members $120

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrew Culture of Canada Kronitz Memorial Scholarship 
For Post-Secondary Study in Israel	

under the auspices of the 
 Canadian Zionist Federation 

  
 
The Canadian Zionist Federation and the Hebrew Culture of 
Canada are pleased to announce that applications are now open 
for the Kronitz Memorial Scholarship for Study in Israel.  
 
This scholarship program was created to assist young Canadian 
Jews to study in Israel, and to return to serve their local Jewish 
community. 
 
The scholarship is for the benefit of students who are accepted to 
study in Israel for at least one year in a post- secondary 
education program. 	
		
Scholarships are awarded based on recommendations from 
current school officials and financial need. 	

	Deadline for applications is May 31, 2016	

	To receive an application or for more information please email 
czfnational@federationcja.org	
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MArch

March 20
10 Adar II
Annual Purim Carnival
Mincha:  7:30 pm

March 21
11 Adar II
Mincha:  7:30 pm

March 22
12 Adar II
Mincha:  7:30 pm

March 23
13 Adar II
Fast of Esther
Mincha:  7:20 pm
Megillah Reading
8:00 pm
The Wonderful
Megillah of Oz

March 24
14 Adar II
Purim 
The Wonderful
Megillah of Oz
Mincha:  7:30 pm

March 25
15 Adar II
Shushan Purim
Mincha:  7:00 pm

March 26
16 Adar II
Family Shabbat 
Service
Mincha:  7:10 pm

April

March 27
17 Adar II
Mincha:  7:35 pm

March 28
18 Adar II
Mincha:  7:35 pm

March 29
19 Adar II
Mincha:  7:35 pm

March 30
20 Adar II
Mincha:  7:35 pm

March 31
21 Adar II
Mincha:  7:35 pm

April 1
22 Adar II
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 2
23 Adar II
Mincha: 7:15 pm

April 3
24 Adar II
Earth Day Program
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 4
25 Adar II
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 5
26 Adar II
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 6
27 Adar II
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 7
28 Adar II
Nash ‘n’ Drash
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 8
29 Adar II
Mincha: 7:00 pm

April 9
1 Nisan
Mincha: 7:25 pm

April 10
2 Nisan
Brunch with 
Dr. Hermann
Mincha: 7:45 pm

April 11
3 Nisan
Mincha: 7:45 pm

April 12
4 Nisan
Mincha: 7:45 pm

April 13
5 Nisan
Reel & Spiel
Mincha: 7:45 pm

April 14
6 Nisan
Mincha: 7:45 pm

April 15
7 Nisan
pre-Pesach 
Shabbat Dinner 
Mincha: 7:00 pm

April 16
8 Nisan
Chocolate Seder
Mincha: 7:35 pm

April 17
9 Nisan
Mincha: 7:55 pm

April 18
10 Nisan
Mincha: 7:55 pm

April 19
11 Nisan
Mincha: 7:55 pm

April 20
12 Nisan
Mincha: 7:55 pm

April 21
13 Nisan
Mincha: 7:55 pm

April 22
14 Nisan
Erev Pesach
Mincha: 7:00 pm

April 23
15 Nisan
First Day of Pesach
Mincha: 7:45 pm

April 24
16 Nisan
Second Day of Pesach
Mincha: 8:05 pm

April 25
17 Nisan
Chol Hamoed Pesach
Mincha: 8:05 pm

April 26
18 Nisan
Movie Fundraiser 
Sponsored by 

The Jacob Family
Chol Hamoed Pesach
Mincha: 8:05 pm

April 27
19 Nisan
Chol Hamoed Pesach
Mincha: 8:05 pm

April 28
20 Nisan
Chol Hamoed Pesach
Mincha: 8:05 pm

April 29
21 Nisan
7th Day of Pesach
Mincha: 7:00 pm 

April 30
22 Nisan
Yizkor
8th Day of Pesach
Mincha: 7:40 pm

Senior Rabbi:  . . . . . . . .Howard B. Morrison

Rabbi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leslie Lipson

Chazzan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David Edwards

Executive Director:   . . . . . . . .Pearl Grundland

Building Manager:  . . . . . .Maxim Varshavsky

 Youth Director: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dale Gold

President:  . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael S. Kerzner

Chairman of the Board:  . .Michael Sugarman

Editor:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Connie Kachuck

Copy Editor:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Lazar

Kesher Coordinator:  . . . . . .Freda Marcovitch

Design & Layout:  . . . . . . . . . . .Andrea Levine

100 Elder Street, Toronto ON  M3H 5G7
T: 416.633.3838 | F: 416.633.3153

www.beby.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MORNING SERVICES:
Shabbat ~7:30 and 8:45 am  Sunday ~ 8:00 am   Monday to Friday ~ 7:15 and 8:15 am   

Rosh Chodesh Services ~ Sundays & Weekdays: 15 minutes earlier at 1st Minyan

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY



VIEW our ebrochure at 
www.ThisIsAssociated.com

Schedule your visit today!
Pearl Greenspan (South)
Melissa Komlos (North)

admissions@ahschools.com 
905-889-3998 x508

agreatschool.com

Associated Cedarvale
(Pre-Nursery to JK) 
Beth Sholom Synagogue
1445 Eglinton Ave. W.
––––––––––––
Kamin Education Centre
(Pre-Nursery to Grade 5)  
300 Atkinson Ave.

Posluns Education Centre
(Nursery to Grade 5)
18 Neptune Dr.
––––––––––––
Hurwich Education Centre
Danilack Middle School 
(Grade 6 to 8) 
252 Finch Ave. W.

ASK US ABOUT: Free Busing North of Hwy 7 • Tuition Support for JK/SK 

Associated may be more affordable than you think! 
Talk to us about the many ways we can make 

Jewish education financially feasible.
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