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  blah

Beth Emeth invites you to a 

Tikun LeiL ShavuoT
Tuesday May 30th 

Services at 8:40 pm
Light Yom Tov Meal at 9:30 pm

with presenters

   Cantor David Guber – Having fun with Hallel

Rabbi David Meyer – When the Midrash explores the dark corners of our humanity 

Rouhama Danto – The two tablets and the Ten Commandments 

Rabbi Howard Morrison – New approaches to understanding Jewish identity 

Questions? Call the Beth Emeth office 416 633.3838.

Erev Shavuot
Tuesday May 30
Mincha/Maariv: 8:40 pm

First Day of Shavuot
Wednesday May 31
Shacharit:  8:45 am
Graduation Recognition Service 
Mincha/Maariv: 8:40 pm

Second Day of Shavuot
Thursday June 1
Shacharit:  8:45 am
Followed by Musaf & Yizkor
Mincha/Maariv: 8:40 pm

Shavuot Schedule

Parallel Teen Tikun Leil Shavuot 
with 

Rabbi Leslie Lipson and Dale Gold 
Tuesday May 30th, 9:00 pm-12:00 am. 

No cost, but registration is mandatory. See page 16 for details.
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Dear Congregational Family,
 
The upcoming holy day of Shavuot celebrates a time of transition 
for the Jewish people. In Biblical times, a recently liberated people 
transitioned to prepare itself for receiving God’s sacred words 
at Mount Sinai. In ancient times, Shavuot commemorated the 
transition of the harvest season, as the first fruits were brought 
to the Holy Temple as a gift of gratitude to God. Each day 
between Pesach and Shavuot, we count the 49 days of the Omer. 
By counting each day, we pledge to make each day count. On 
a daily basis, we make little incremental changes in our lives to 
become more ethically and spiritually refined as individuals and 
communities.
 
In modern times, we also celebrate Shavuot as a season of 
transition. Here at Beth Emeth, we honour the graduates of our 
Hebrew schools, as they transition to the next stage of their studies 
and adult careers. For me personally, I remember this time a year 
ago when my younger son, Yonah, who graduated from CHAT, was 
recognized in shul on the first day of Shavuot, and a month later 
began the next stage of his maturation as a lone soldier in Israel. 
This year, my older son, Elie, graduates from York University and 
anticipates finding his first full time job this coming Fall.
 
This year, we also commemorate Shavuot as a time of transition 

for the shul. We say Yasher Koach 
and job well done to Chazzan David 
Edwards. Just a number of weeks 
ago, he led our services so beautifully 
during Pesach. Now, we welcome 
Chazzan David Guber, whose first 
yom tov with us will be the Festival 
of Shavuot. We wish him only 
success and well being with us.
 
During the spring, we also celebrate 
the transition of the first 60 years of our shul to the next 
generation. We will soon bury a time capsule under the shul filled 
with people’s memories of the first 60 years to be opened up by the 
next generation, 40 years from now by some of us and by many of 
our children and grandchildren.
 
As we think of transitions in our lives, what ideals do we choose 
to cherish? What ideals do we hope to pass on to those who will 
follow us?
 
Tamara and I wish you a joyous Shavuot – Chag Sameach!
 
Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbi@beby.org

rabbi howard morrison

Yom Hashoah Candlelighting Ceremony
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Among the more common stereotypes of our people is our innate 
ability to disagree. “Show me two Jews and I will show you three 
opinions.” Stereotypes generally emanate from some kernel of truth 
otherwise it is not a stereotype. Generally, we are an argumentative 
people. Generally we disagree about the various ways to attack 
and solve a problem. We come by this “genetic disposition” quite 
naturally. Our sages studied Torah together, argued the finer points 
of Halacha and observance together, and throughout the Talmud 
we see that they consistently disagreed with each other. 
So it is a rather charming twist of irony that the one 
constant throughout our people’s existence, 
the one thing that has shaped our values 
and the ethos of our people, has also 
been the source of the argumentative, 
disagreeable and disunited stereotypes. 
This source, the source of our people’s 
existence is Torah.

Chag HaShavuot, the second of the 
pilgrimage holidays that we celebrated 50 
days from the night second day of Pesach, 
has a variety of names. Because it is the 
second of the three pilgrimage holidays and the 
harvest of the first fruits our sages gave Shavuot 
the nickname of Chag HaBikurim. Fifty days from 
when Bnai Yisroel fled Egypt is the moment that we 
stood at the foot of the mountain while Moshe Rabeinu ascended 
it and the Aseret Dibrot were given. Fifty days from the Exodus 
reflects the moment of our national revelation at Har Sinai. As a 
result, ChaZaL (Our sages of Blessed Memory) gave Shavuot the 
name of Zman Matan Torah, the Time of the Giving of the Torah. 
These alternative names for Shavuot reflect one side of a process. 
Chag HaBikurim reflects the harvest and not the harvester. Zman 
Matan Torah reflects the Giving of the Torah but not the receiving 
of the Torah. However there is another name for Shavuot, a name 
that is not used as frequently. This name does not reflect a harvest; 
it does not reflect Torah or God. Rather it reflects the other vital 
component in these relationships: B’nai Yisroel. Yom HaKahal, the 
Day of Congregational Unity reflects a stunning achievement for 
our people. The myriad of people who stood at the foot of the 
Har Sinai, the tribes, the families and the individuals that stood 
at the foot of Har Sinai became a Kahal a congregation. Hekhel 
Li et Ha’Am – Assemble the people for Me (Deut. 4:10). Et 

HaDevarim Ha’Eilah Diber 
Adoshem El Kol K’Halchem – 
Hashem spoke these words to all 
of your assembly (Deut.5:19). By 
gathering as an Assembly a Kahal, 
by transcending their individuality, 
and their intrinsic differences, 
the gift of Torah gave the Kehilat 
HaKodesh, the Holy Assembly, 
unity or Achdut.

 Despite our differences, our Achdut - 
our unity is based upon our common 
heritage and our common inheritance. 

This heritage and inheritance is Torah. 
Torah binds us together by common 
values, by a common ancestral 
experience, and by a common 
blueprint to build a holy community 

and live a holy life. We are a community 
that claims to take Torah seriously. We 

claim to consider Torah as a gift that we 
received from our ancestors. We claim to 

consider Torah a rightful and moral inheritance 
that must be transmitted to the next generation. 

Intellectually we know that the transmission of this 
gift requires educated adults, quality educational programs, and 
a financially viable institution. As we prepare to receive the gift 
of Torah and as our young people step up from one grade to the 
next, may we all continue to make Torah and our community a 
priority. Let us demonstrate to the next generation exactly how 
important Torah and the community are by generously giving to 
our synagogue’s Torah Project. Let us band together as a unified 
community by insuring our viability. Let us demonstrate our 
Achdut by increasing our involvement in shul life, by participating 
in adult education programs, by contributing to the special 
projects, and by making the shul and Torah a centre of our lives.

Chag Sameach,
Rabbi Lipson   
rabbilipson@beby.org

rabbi leslie lipson - Shavuot: “Making Music Together” (Hunte4 & Garcia -Believe It Or Not)

High Holy Day Honours
Please let us know if you would like to receive a High Holy Day honour. 
If you have never received an honour or have not received one recently 

please send an email to freda@beby.org with your request and time of day preference.
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Dear Congregants,

Just as we count the days of the Omer until we receive the Torah, I 
have been counting down the days until I started my tenure here at 
Beth Emeth. I am very excited to be part of a synagogue that celebrates 
such a rich cantorial legacy.  

I am a third generation cantor. My grandfather was the Chief Hazzan 
of Russia and my father was the Chief Hazzan of South Africa.  I hope 
to uphold this long-standing family tradition and make my family 
proud as well as carry on the tradition here and make my new Beth 
Emeth family proud as well.

I would like to thank Rabbi Morrison, the President, Executive, Board 
the Ritual Committee and of course the office for embracing my arrival 

and helping to make my transition 
easy and smooth.

The congregation has been most 
kind and welcoming to me and I 
look forward to getting to know 
everyone on a personal basis.  

Wishing everyone a Chag Sameach 
and I hope we can all receive the 
Torah together.

Cantor David Guber
cantor@beby.org

Terumah wall
re-dedicaTion ceremony
 S h a b baT i n i
with cantor david Guber.
Friday June 23rd.

Terumah Wall Re-Dedication Ceremony begins at 6 pm followed by 
a Shabbatini and Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7 pm.

This special event will be held in the foyer featuring light food, 
drinks and martinis.

All are welcome to attend at no cost but please RSVP to the office no 
later than Wednesday June 21st.

cantor’s notes

Friday June 9th & Saturday June 10th 

Cantor David Guber Welcome Weekend!
Join us for Shabbat Family Dinner on Friday, June 9th

Members and their guests: Adults/$25; Under 12/$18
Register online at: http://www.beby.org/event/cantor-guber-welcome-weekend.html 

by noon, Wednesday June 7th.
Saturday June 10th enjoy a special musical Shabbat service 

followed by an enhanced Kiddish.  
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president’s message - Our Journey to be Extraordinary

Dear Congregants and Friends of Beth Emeth,

As I have written in earlier articles, this is an exciting time to be in 
the “Synagogue business”. Our Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Hebrew 
Men of England family has been expanding through the addition 
of over 100 new members in the past year. Our Members need 
our services and our support that they can depend on. We are 
delivering on this promise! The foundations being laid today by 
our Board and Executive will help fuel our future growth. I must 
say that our Leadership team has been disciplined in executing 
strategies that will allow us to take our next steps on our path of 
continued growth through expansion of our programs and services 
offered to our members.

Let me share some personal thoughts on some changes that you 
might have noticed in the past number of weeks. At the end of 
April, we bid adieu – a job well done on his retirement to our 
own Chazzan David Edwards as he completed over six years of 
loyal and dedicated service to the Congregation. Perhaps Chazzan 
Edwards’ tenure with us will best be remembered by his personal 
and empathetic pastoral care and concern. He touched many 
lives and for this we are collectively grateful. He served us well 
and his name will be added to those who served before him with 
respect. He kept the tradition of music alive, consistent with our 
DNA at Beth Emeth.  I remember fondly his collaboration with the 
Choral Group and Purim Players and for the countless and always 
successful programs that he led with conviction and commitment. 
B’Hatzlacha David!    

We are also most delighted to welcome Cantor David Guber to 
the position of Chazzan at Beth Emeth. David’s youth, engaging 
personality and an ability to mix traditional liturgical music with 
modernity will set him apart from his peers. I cannot be more 
excited than to welcome Cantor David Guber with a Baruch Haba 
– a very warm and sincere welcome! I hope that all members will 
reach out to Cantor Guber so that he can learn first hand why we 
consider ourselves such a warm and friendly Synagogue.    

We are also delighted to have Simon Spiro, a well known and 
respected Cantor, musician and founder of The Song Shul as Artist 
in Residence. This new creative program under the leadership of 
Howard Lichtman and George Krieser will bring to our Synagogue 
and greater community a series of very special and engaging 
musical events not to be missed. A very warm welcome to Simon!

We will continue to roll out new and innovative programs as the 
Yom Tov season in early September fast approaches. I encourage 
each and every member to be an Ambassador to the Community, 
an emissary to spread the word that we are growing, renewing and 
engaging each and every day. We are, in fact, the best to tell our 
own stories, our testimonials as to why we have come to adopt our 
Beth Emeth as our second home, many generations strong.

I continue to be very appreciative 
of our Clergy and Professional Staff 
who serve with distinction and 
commitment. I am also delighted 
to announce that we have renewed 
our relationship with Uptown 
Gourmet Catering. Edmund 
Duarte, the genius behind Uptown 
and his family are hidden gems. 
They produce an exceptional product and at a fair price, and take 
enormous pride in the service they provide. Spread the word that 
our Caterer is the best in town and we are proud of that!  
    
As your President, a position I continue to treat with great respect 
and honour, I realize even more now the importance of honest 
core values. For me this means first and foremost, trustworthiness 
and an ability to act with unquestionable integrity to always ensure 
stability throughout the organization we call Beth Emeth. Future 
Leadership must be prepared to always embrace the responsibilities 
we are entrusted with very seriously as well as continuously striving 
to make improvements to all aspects of how we do our “Synagogue 
business”. We must be visionaries and optimists and at the end of 
my tenure in the fall I hope that I have led this charge by example. I 
also want to acknowledge the many past Presidents who have taken 
the time in offering advice and counsel to me during my term. In 
particular the dean of the Past Presidents, Mr. David Anisman.
 
The work done over the past Board term positions us well for our 
journey to be extraordinary. There is no substitute for this goal. 
We will continue to make changes to improve the experiences our 
members deserve with strategic decisions – an investment in our 
future necessary to ensure we do not remain static but grow! I 
remain convinced this is the only road we need to follow and our 
compass is set.

May the coming holiday of Shavuot remind us that the journey 
faced by our ancestors was not easy, the journey faced by our 
founders was daunting but the journey we take today must be 
transformational so that the road will be paved anew for our 
children and theirs to take our Beit HaEmet, our House of Truth 
and our Torah that we hold dear into the future and beyond.

Wishing everyone a warm and meaningful Chag Sameach!   
Michael, Rochelle, Seth, Aaron and Shaina Kerzner.

With my sincere regards to the entire Congregation and 
Community.

Michael S. Kerzner
President
president@beby.org



 

What unites us as one people? We have a lot of disagreements and 
differing opinions on almost any topic. When studying Torah, it 
always amazes me that there are always multiple opinions about 
any question that is raised. There is one constant, however, one 
common denominator that unites the Jewish people: the Torah. 
One can walk into any synagogue around the world – the prayer 
book may be somewhat different, the tunes may vary, but the 
Torah that is read is always the same. The giving of the Torah, the 
Torah which unites us, is what we celebrate on Shavuot.

Our Board of Directors members also have a lot of disagreements 
and differing opinions on almost every topic.  I view that as an 
excellent sign of engagement and active participation in the 
deliberative process of Board governance. A Board that agrees all the 
time is not doing its job. There needs to be a hashing out of different 
perspectives, different approaches and different methodologies.  A 
passive Board is a lame duck Board, going through the motions 
of governance.  A good Board must endure conflict and engage 

in spirited debate, to be able 
to come to a decision that is 
well thought out and benefits 
the synagogue. This ultimately 
leads to a stronger Board, and a 
stronger synagogue, one which 
we can unite around as we all 
celebrate Shavuot. 

Wishing you all a Happy and 
Healthy Shavuot from me and my  
family.

Morris (Michael) Sugarman
Chairman of the Board
chair@beby.org
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boardroom banter

iiiiiii 

 The Adon olAm 
concerT 

Hear every style of 
Adon Olam you can imagine! 

SundAy ocTober 29

In conjunction 
with Holocaust Education Week

iiiiiii 

The children 
remember...  

A musical and visual journey of 
Shoah memories, as seen through 

the eyes of children. 

november 2017 

iiiiiii 

A robbie burnS GAlA 
ScoTTiSh niGhT! 

Enjoy a fabulous evening 
with dinner and spectacular 

entertainment!

ThurSdAy JAnuAry 25

 
THE GUARDIANS OF 

BETH EMETH SYNAGOGUE
PRESENT THE 

CHAI MUSIC SOCIETY GALA EVENTS

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOw
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executive director’s message

Shavuot marks the time of great transition among the Jewish 
people.  Historically, Shavuot – zman matan Torah – represents 
the true transition of the Jewish nation from slavery to freedom.   
While the exodus from Egypt marked the beginning of the journey 
towards freedom, it was when we actually received the Torah that 
we truly became free as a nation…free to live a life imbued with 
the values of our tradition.

Just as our ancestors in the desert experienced transformational 
changes, so do we all experience transitions and transformations 
throughout our lives.  Ten years ago, on April 17, 2007, I stepped 
into the role of Executive Director of Beth Emeth. That date 
marked a major transition in my life: migrating from the active life 
of a synagogue volunteer and professional with a career outside the 
shul, to the very active life of a synagogue executive director.  Those 
of you who know me, know that I live and breathe “Beth Emeth”. 
I believe in the shul as a perfect and beautiful place to “be Jewish” 
with family, friends and community. I love the type of Judaism 
that is practised at Beth Emeth, simply adore the members, deeply 
cherish the many friendships made over the years, and, honour 
and respect the many volunteers who give of their precious time, 
energy and resources to work on behalf of the shul.  And of course, 
I am proud to be part of a wonderful professional staff team – 
where every single person brings to the Synagogue their dedication 
and commitment.   

Why do I mention all of this? In addition to what my career 
transition has meant to me personally, the past 10 years have 
seen many changes at the Synagogue. We have seen many new 
members join the shul and become part of our family. And, sadly, 
we have seen the passing of many precious members. We have 
seen transitions on our clergy team, among our professional staff 
team and of course (annually) among our volunteer/lay leadership.  
The one constant among all these transitions is that the people 
who have served, worked and volunteered, have all given their 
hearts to the Shul in the roles they have played. One person I 
would like to specifically acknowledge at this time is Chazzan 
David Edwards.  In his six years with Beth Emeth, David has been 
deeply and intensely committed to serving our members and our 
community. We thank him sincerely and wish him many years of 
happiness, good health and fulfilment as he embarks on the next 

phase of his life! And, we extend 
our best wishes of hatzlacha (good 
luck) to our new cantor, David 
Guber and look forward to enjoying 
his great musical contribution to 
Beth Emeth.

Our longstanding Kadima Program 
will also experience transition as we 
bid farewell to Marcel Cohen who 
served so compassionately as its 
Director for the past ten years.  Marcel’s exemplary dedication to 
the Kadima family of friends and companions is truly inspirational.  
He will be greatly missed and we wish Marcel, Zlati and Aaron 
all the very best as they build their lives in New York. We at 
the synagogue are working together to ensure that Kadima will 
continue as a viable program to provide the support and services 
so critical to our exceptional brothers and sisters.  
 
On a more mundane note, I want to inform you of yet another 
imminent transition. After almost 20 years of working with a 
membership and accounting database called MOSES, we are 
transitioning to a new system called ShulCloud. ShulCloud is a 
cloud-based customer relationship management database system 
that is used by over 200 shuls across Canada and the United States.   
Gradually, we will be introducing new opportunities for you to 
engage with this system, including eventually paying your bills on 
line, monitoring your own account and more. We will keep you 
posted.

At Shavuot and always, I wish us all happy, healthy and seamless 
transitions!  Chag Sameach.

Pearl Grundland
Executive Director
pearl@beby.org

Graduation shavuot
Wednesday May 31st at 8:45 am
A reminder to graduates and parents that we will be holding 

our annual Graduation Recognition on Wednesday, May 31st.

We look forward to sharing this special occasion with you and your family. Please RSVP to the office.
 Eileen Jadd and Karen Seidman, Graduation Recognition Committee



 

Passover has now passed us by and the warmer weather has taken 
hold. The summer months are quieter times as we head to other 
adventures and planning programs starts to gear up for the upcoming 
busy fall season. The Continuing Education Committee meets on 
a regular basis to discuss and plan programs and events that we 
hope will appeal to our members. Many of you have attended the 
monthly Reel and Spiel events and that group continues to grow. 
We are always planning ahead to discover relevant films to screen 
and we look forward to seeing you each month. Our lectures have 
been both both educational and meaningful as we saw with the 
Leon Eisner Memorial Lecture featuring our own Jeff Springer. In 
May, Dr. David Lipovitch brought us back in time to the life of 
King David and showed us what those times were all about. The 
screening of “Shtetl in the City” in July will bring us closer in time 
to our Toronto life and bring back many memories for those who 
experienced that part of our city.

These are but a few of the fine examples of the ever evolving 
programming and events that we work toward. As the summer 
months fade into fall there will be other times to meet and learn and 
discuss our Jewish lives from long ago or just around the corner.  

Please take the time to join us at 
any or all of our upcoming events 
and programs. I hope you will 
enjoy them as much as we love to 
plan them. Keep your eyes open 
for posters and flyers promoting 
our programs and please check 
the weekly eblast and Shabbat 
Bulletin for all the dates and times 
you will need to make sure you 
are there for all of it because we do not want you to miss out.

From all of us at the Continuing Education Committee we wish you 
and your family a wonderful summer and remember to follow us 
and keep our programs in mind throughout the season as we strive 
to educate and entertain you.

Perry Davis, Chair, 
Continuing Education Committee
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continuing education

On April 30 Books and Bagels hosted Judie Oron, who spoke about her experiences 
helping to rescue Jewish slaves from Ethiopia. She started by referring to the seder, 
where we are encouraged to talk about the escape from Egypt as if we ourselves were 
there. Here was a modern-day example of slavery! Judy spoke about her book, Cry of 
the Giraffe, in which she outlined how she rescued a girl who she eventually adopted 
as her daughter and she showed slides of Ethiopia and her family. The crowd was 
spellbound by her descriptions and the information she shared. Thank you to all those 
who attended our three sessions this year. We look forward to seeing you next year at 
our events.

 books & bagels
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Every now and then, something new and rewarding will happen for 
our knitters. When 175 of  our blankets, all washed and wrapped 
up with ribbon and a note from the BEBY  Chesed Knitters were 
being delivered to our usual drop off home, out of nowhere a 
truck pulls up beside us and we learned of a new venue where our 
blankets are distributed. 

Have you heard of Boost CYAC ? 
Boost Child & Youth Advocacy 
Centre. Hundreds of children, 
youth, parents and caregivers 
walk through their doors looking 
for help. Supporting children 
and their families who have 
experienced abuse and violence, 
is just one more reason why we 
do our Chesed. 

This demonstrates the importance of our work. 

PLEASE help us !! Together we can make a difference, especially 
in the lives of these precious abused children. 

We supply the yarn to our amazing knitters and we depend solely 
on your donations to purchase yarn. 
Kol ha Kavod to you !

With many thanks
Miriam Crystal 
Sisterhood Past President

seniors events / chesed knitters and more!

Sundays
• Hebrew Reading Classes — with Michael Kinrys. Hebrew 
Reading Crash Course Levels I and II. New dates TBA.

• Tanach Study Group — led by shul members and 
meeting in their homes, this interactive study group 
analyzes and discusses various Tanach texts. Check the 
weekly bulletin for dates and locations.

Mondays
• Tastebook —  How many of us are conversant with the 
important ideas that make for Jewish literacy? In this class 
we will taste some of the fundamental Jewish ideas about 
our religion, people, and history as we survey highlights 
of the Bible, Talmud, Medieval Period, Modern Period, 
Zionism and Israel, the Holocaust, North American Jewish 
Life, Antisemitism, Jewish Texts, Basic Beliefs, Calendar 
and Holy Days, Lifecycle, Synagogue and Prayers. Required 
text: Jewish Literacy by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin. 7:15 pm. 
Boardroom with Rabbi Morrison.   

Tuesdays
• Talmud Study Group —  sponsored by Sisterhood – 
Rabbis Morrison & Lipson alternate in teaching insights 
from the Talmud. 10 -11:30 am in the synagogue.

Thursdays 
• Nash & Drash — Rabbi Morrison leads a study session, 
combined with a light lunch. Noon, meets monthly in the 
synagogue. New dates TBA. 
 
Shabbat  
• Tish and Torah with Rabbi Lipson — learning sessions 
for the Parshat Ha’Shavua at 10:00 am

• Rabbinics Study Group —Daf Ha’Shavua - The 
weekly page of Talmud. For beginning or intermediate 
students, we will explore page by page the first Tractate 
of the Talmud known as Masechet Berachot using the 
new Koren Talmud Yomi Edition which contains the 
text in its original as well as full English translation and 
commentary by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz. 35 minutes prior 
to Mincha. 

continuing education

We are here to serve you with all your catering 
needs. Be sure to watch for our

Rosh Hashanah menus in August 2017. 
For dire ct catering services, please contact 
Edmund Duarte to discuss all your simcha 

needs. Call 416.636.9000 or 416.633.3838 x 
290 or email: uptowngourmet@gmail.com

Remember...we don’t just cook
 - we cater! 
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Donor Recognition
Terumah Wall
In honour of Dr. Earl Cooperman by his children and 
grandchildren
 

Pew Plaque
Genia Brykman, Manny & Rita Brykman, Esther & Harold 
Milstein and families in loving memory of Dov. B. Brykman 

Where Does Your Donation Go?
We are so grateful that you continue to choose Beth Emeth 
Bais Yehuda Synagogue as a place for your charitable giving to 
celebrate special occasions, life cycle events and commemorate 
loved ones. 

Have you ever wondered where your charitable donations at 
Beth Emeth REALLY go? Here we set out to explain where your 
donations go and how they support Beth Emeth’s programming 
and activities: 

Aleph Bais Yehuda Elementary School
Contributions help support the weekly operations of the 
Sunday school. Funds may be used to purchase materials or 
offset the cost of tuition for the students. 

Cantor Danto Music Library
Contributions help to sustain the Danto Library collection 
located in Beth Emeth.

Cantor Guber Discretionary Fund 
Contributions enable Cantor Guber to make contributions at his 
discretion to causes and projects consistent with the mission of 
the Synagogue.

Chesed Fund
Contributions offset the costs for programs, resources and 
materials needed for our Chesed projects.

Chesed Knitters
Contributions allow us to purchase yarn and other supplies 
for our knitters to create baby blankets, toques for soldiers and 
many other pieces donated to various causes. 

Community Assistance
Contributions to this fund help the Synagogue contribute to 
worthwhile community causes such as last year’s Fort McMurray 
Wildfire Fund, last year’s wildfires in Israel or other worldwide 
disaster relief funds.

Continuing Education Fund
Contributions help us create outstanding programming year-
round such as bringing in noted speakers. 

Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden
General contributions to the garden allow us to ensure it is 
always beautifully maintained with new plants every spring and 
proper winter maintenance. 

Greening Committee Fund
Contributions allow us to create a greener environment for 

ourselves and the greater community by investing in green 
technology for our building and by supporting other initiatives 
and programs. 

Time Capsule Report
By the time you are reading this article, we will have 
completed all the work for the Time Capsule and had our 
“send off”at the Magic & Music event on May 18th.

The process of germinating the idea, presenting it to various 
shule Board committees, digging through archives kept 
around the building, vetting our selections, annotating a list 
of our contents and finally, organizing our artifacts for display 
has taken over a year to complete. 

Many, many thanks to Dale Gold and Pearl Grundland 
for their help sifting through boxes of papers and books, 
and heartfelt gratitude to Deanie Rumack for sharing her 
memories of past events and helping to cobble together the 
comments for each artifact. 

We certainly appreciate our donors who have made the Time 
Capsule a reality and have given us the opportunity to share 
our past and present with the future BEBY family celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the shule. Names of all donors will 
appear on a plaque posted in the hallway. 

Stay tuned for information about the date and time of our 
ceremony to bury the time capsule. 

Eleanor Minuk

fundraising
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Holocaust Education Endowment Fund
Contributions allow us to host and create annual programs, 
activities and lectures under the umbrella of Holocaust education.

The David and Sandra Anisman Israel Fund
Contributions to this fund help to increase the capital which 
supports our scholarship program to assist members studying or 
attending programs in Israel.  
 
Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship
Contributions to this fund enable Beth Emeth to provide 
meaningful scholarships to support our members’ children and 
grandchildren in their extracurricular sporting activities. 

Joseph & Sylvia Lichtman Twinning Program
Contributions to this fund help to underwrite our Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah program.

The Kadima Centre
Contributions to this fund help to ensure the continuing of the 
centre’s unique programming on Sundays for individuals with 
exceptionalities.

Karol Family Scholarship for Limmudai Torah
Contributions to this fund provide meaningful scholarships 
to adults and teenagers of Beth Emeth who have an interest in 
engaging in advanced Torah study. 

Music Fund 
Contributions help to support musical programming at the 
synagogue. 

Mitzvah Fund 
Contributions to this fund help support the Synagogue’s greatest 
need whether it be a special event, a social or spiritual program 
or a special mitzvah project. 

Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund
Contributions to this fund enable us to offer scholarships to 
our members for programs they attend which support Jewish 
continuity. 

Rabbi Morrison Discretionary Fund
Contributions enable Rabbi Morrison to make contributions at 
his discretion to causes and projects consistent with the mission 
of the Synagogue. 

Rabbi Lipson Discretionary Fund 
Contributions enable Rabbi Lipson to make contributions at his 
discretion to causes and projects consistent with the mission of 
the Synagogue.

Ron Kobric Talmud Collection 
A beautiful collection of the Schottenstein Edition of the Talmud 
Bavli. Dedicate a volume to commemorate a yahrzeit, birthday or 
other special occasion. (Minimum donation: $100 per volume). 

Library 
Contributions help sustain the library’s collection, develop new 
programming, and to purchase new books (minimum donation 
of $36 for a book, includes personalized book plates). 

Out of the Cold
Contributions support the program’s ability to provide food and a 
warm safe shelter during the winter’s coldest months. 

Torah Maintenance & Repair Fund
Contributions to this fund help enable us to care for and 
maintain our many Torah scrolls as well as any broken or 
damaged siddurim and chumashim. 

Youth Fund 
Contributions provide financial assistance to offset the costs for 
special youth programming.
 
Chumash • Siddur • Large Print Siddur 
Contributions are used to inscribe siddurim, chumashim or 
special large print siddurim to commemorate a yahrzeit, birthday, 
special occasion or just because. Minimum donation is $108 for 
chumash, $54 for siddur, $108 for large print siddur. 

All contributions and donations over $18 are acknowledged in 
our Kesher issues. 

where does your money go?

A Message from the Editor,

I wish to remind you that the meaning of 
Kesher is “Connection” – our connection to the 
membership.

Our aim is to inform the members of current 
and future programmes via shorter articles 
and eye catching visual displays. The Editorial 
Committee reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.

All comments are welcome. A joyous Shavuot 
to all!

Connie Kachuck
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The BEBY Men’s Club is rounding out a very successful year, 
with events drawing literally hundreds from our synagogue and 
community and we are proud to say that the best is yet to come. 

This summer, the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs (FJMC) will be 
hosting it’s Biennial International Convention in Washington, DC. 
from July 19 to 23. Registration is still open at FJMC.org and all 
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda members are invited to attend. 

For our synagogue, the convention will mark a milestone as one 
of our Brotherhood Past-Presidents, Stan Greenspan, will be 
inaugurated as the 43rd International President of the FJMC. Stan 
is only the second Canadian and the first is nearly 40 years to be 
elected to the position. The FJMC presidency is one of the foremost 
leadership positions in the Conservative/Masorti world, and Stan 
will lead the FJMC’s 25,000 members in nearly 15 countries for 
the next 2 years. 

On Yom HaShoah, we held our first candle lighting in the Edelstein 
Children’s Garden, which included survivors, partisans, children, 
and righteous gentiles, reflecting the large numbers of people in 
our own synagogue and the world who experienced the horrors 
and now teach us the lessons of the Holocaust. Our event was 
coordinated with the mass lighting of FJMC Yellow Candles around 
the world, as we worked towards our goal of funding a bench in the 
Children’s Garden. All in attendance received a Yellow Candle and 
instructions for using it as a memorial. Candles are still available 
in the office.

For the second straight year we held our World Wide Wrap, 
the international festival of tefillin, with a video conference and 
participants outside of Canada. Last year, Miami, this year Israel, 
where our own Rabbi Howard Morrison and his son Yonah, joined 
us from Yonah’s Ulpan, somewhere in the Negev. We began, of 
course, with the morning minyan and continued with a wonderful 
breakfast which included participants relating anecdotes on the 
subject “Where is the strangest place you ever put on Tefillin?” We 
heard some great stories and all agreed that putting on tefillin is 
never unusual, but the location may be.

Our Pairings series continued to 
be interesting and informative, 
providing the basis for greater 
knowledge of both good food 
and fine beverages. Our cooking 
series was an intimate look at the 
preparation of Middle Eastern 
foods from our own experts. We 
have had great success with our 
annual Scotch in the Sukkah, 
which always fills the sukkah with 
hearty revellers on our happiest of holidays. Shabbat at Sunnybrook 
Chapel always moves me as they bring the Veterans down for 
prayer. Our support this year of the Simchat Torah buffet made our 
synagogue the place to be. The Rosh Hashanah Kiddush is always 
well attended and we look forward to your help to make it even 
better this year.

Going forward, we’ve begun to involve more and more members 
in our governance and planning and are looking to reinstate our 
monthly dinner meetings. Joining us is easy, and all we ask is that 
you take part in our events.

I would also like to thank Sisterhood for their support not only 
in running their own programs but in supporting our joint 
programming as well.

On behalf of the planning committee, Al Mervin, Stan Greenspan, 
Malcolm Weinstein, Mitchell Small, Bruce Martin and Michael 
Zeldin, I would like to thank everyone who joined us this year and 
look forward to bigger and better next year!
 
Allan Snow
mdsc@beby.org 

men’s club

 
Beer Tasting & Food Pairings. 
Thursday, June 22nd at 7 pm

$40 pp. Sample an amazing selection of unique craft beers, 
paired with good friends and a delicious dinner catered  

by the Men’s Club — plus a special guest blogger too!  
Purchase online at: 

https://www.beby.org/event/beer-tasting--food-pairing.html



 youth and young families

For more information on any program, to volunteer or apply for a position, 
contact the Youth Department at 416.633.3838 x 229 or youth@beby.org.

Family Programs
SaTuRDaY JunE 3: FaMiLY ShaBBaT
It’s the last Family Shabbat service and lunch of the year! 10am 
in the Arback Hall. Free, but pre-registration is mandatory, under 
“Family Programs” on the Beth Emeth website.

SunDaY, JunE 18: BLuE JaYS GaME
Take me out to the ball game! Beth Emeth Families Group is 
heading down to watch the Blue Jays take on the Chicago White 
Sox! *Please note: This outing is for our young families (children 
and their parents, grandparents, etc.).
Details at a glance: 11:30am-5:00pm. Roundtrip bussing, tailgate 
party at Beth Emeth (hot dogs, drinks, snacks), game tickets, 
and a snack at the game. $20/person. Limited 
availability! Register online now under “Family 
Programs”.

Tween and Teen Programs
TuESDAY MAY 30: TEEn TIKKun LEIL SHAvuOT
It’s the annual teen tikkun, for teens in Grades 8-12! 
9pm-12am – snacks and treats galore, along with 
an exciting and interactive learning session with 
Rabbi Lipson. Please email youth@beby.org for 
more details. Registration online under “Grades 
9-12”.
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What an amazing programming year it’s 
been. The Youth Department at Beth 
Emeth did it all - from an amazing Purim 
carnival, to meaningful Family Shabbat 
services and lunches, to a delicious and 
educational Chocolate Seder! Thank you 
to everyone who has come out to our past 
programs and events.  Haven’t joined us 
at a program yet, or wondering  what’s up 
next? Need ideas for Father’s Day? Beth 

Emeth has got you covered! See below for 
details about our Blue Jays outing. 

I am already hard at work planning the 
2017-2018 calendar. Things are shaping 
up to be the best year yet! Your feedback 
about programs you would like to see 
for your children, grandchildren, or 
family are ALWAYS welcome; feel free 
to email me at youth@beby.org or call 

me at (416) 633-3838 x229. I hope you 
and your family have a great, restful and 
fun summer! 

Dale Gold, 
Youth and Family Program Director

ShaBBat activitieS
Gan ShaBBaT
Weekly Shabbat programming and 
babysitting for children SK and younger, 
including songs, games, Jewish learning and 
healthy snacks. Gan Shabbat runs all year 
round from 10 am until the end of services in 
the BEBY Babies room on the lower level near 
the parking lot side.

Mini MinYan
Our BRAND NEW Shabbat and Holiday t’filla 
(prayer) program for children in Grades 1-2! 
Program begins at 10 am in the Inwentash 
Centre with Shmeer and Schmooze, followed 
by an abridged prayer service with lots of 
singing and movement.

JunioR ConGREGaTion 
Welcome to our re-imagined Shabbat and 
Yom Tov program for youth grades 3 and up. 
This interactive service consists of engaging 
Shabbat prayers, discussions and games.  
Program begins at 10 am in the Inwentash 
Centre with Shmeer & Schmooze every 
Shabbat and Yom Tov.

YouTh KiDDiSh 
For all our participants in the Gan Shabbat, 
Mini Minyan and Junior Congregation, 
Kiddish is provided monthly following the 
completion of services in the Inwentash 
Centre.  Sponsor a Youth Kiddish in honour 
of a special occasion such as your child or 
grandchild’s birthday or other milestone!! 
Please contact youth@beby.org for further 
details.

youth@beby.org
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 youth department fun!

ShinShiniM 
hoSTinG
We need host homes!  
if you can host one of our 
incoming ShinShinim, either 
Ronny or noam, please 
contact 
youth@beby.org to learn 
more.

Passover Food Drive 
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Beth Emeth Member 

Scholarships
Beth Emeth is proud to be able to support our members 
of all ages through our various scholarship funds. Each year 
recipients of the Karol Family Scholarship for Limmudai Torah 
and Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Award are honoured 
at our Shavuot Graduation ceremony. In addition to those 
honoured on Shavuot, our four scholarship funds are 
supporting over 30 youth and young adults in their various 
endeavors from studying Torah, to Jewish summer camps, 
Israel gap year programs and high level sporting activities. 

Over the years our four scholarship funds— the Karol Family 
Scholarship for Limmudai Torah, the Joseph Smith Sports 
Achievement Award, the Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund 
and the David and Sandra Anisman Israel Fund—have 
assisted 100s of Beth Emeth members. We have supported 
future Rabbis, community leaders, teachers and more. 

Here is what some of our past scholarship recipients have 
said: 
Without the financial support of the Sandra and David 
Anisman Israel Fund I would not have had the life 
changing experience of attending a 9 month gap year 
program in Israel from which I learned a lot about 
myself, the world around me and most importantly 
Eretz Israel. -2010 recipient 

The Karol Family Scholarship for Limmudai Torah has 
allowed me to continue my spiritual growth through 
Torah study and thus become a better Jewish person 
and future Jewish educator. It has strengthened my 
connection to G-d, to Israel and to the Torah. Thank 
you! -2017 recipient 

I wish to express my thanks and deep appreciation 
to the Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Award 
Committee for their enduring support of my karate 
training. The support of this fund has allowed me to 
pursue my Shotokan karate training as an advanced 
black belt! -2016 recipient 

We continue to encourage all members, young and old, 
to apply to our scholarship funds. Full descriptions of the 
funds and applications are available online at
 www.beby.org/scholarships
Please remember, the sustainability of these funds is 
dependent on your support. When contributing to the 
Synagogue, please consider donating to one of these funds 
to allow the Synagogue to award scholarships to more of 
our deserving members. 

For more information on applying to these funds or 
supporting them, please contact Tanya Werger in the 
Synagogue office. 416 633 3838 *288 or tanya@beby.org.

youth department fun!

Tree Planting

Bar/Bat Mitzvah program at Kavanah Gardens
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 BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA SYNAGOGUE 
NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017 

INVITATION FOR CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS 
 
 
 
Dear Member:            Maya2017 

This is an invitation to Members with an interest in becoming a candidate for election as an Officer or 
Director of the Synagogue to indicate such interest to the Nominations Committee. The following 
positions will be voted upon: (a) President; (b) Three Vice-Presidents; and c) Six seats on the Board of 
Directors. 

A nomination form is enclosed. This form requires the signatures of the proposed Candidate and seven 
other Synagogue members in good standing. Deadline for submission of nomination forms to the 
Synagogue Office is 3:00 pm Monday, September 25, 2017.  Nomination forms should be returned to 
the attention of Bernard Schwartz, Chair-Nominations Committee. 

The qualifications for holding office of Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue are as follows: 
• President:  In addition to the qualifications for eligibility to serve on the Board, a candidate for 

election to the office of President shall have served for no less than four years as follows:  
(a) Two years as a Director of the Synagogue; and  (b) Two years as a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Synagogue. 

• Vice-President:  In addition to the qualifications for eligibility to serve on the Board, a candidate 
for election to the office of Vice-President shall have served no less than two years as a Director 
of the Synagogue. 

• Directors:  All directors and officers must be members in good standing, and must have been a 
member for not less than one year prior to the date of election and otherwise be lawfully 
entitled to act as director of a corporation. 

If more information or clarification is required, please contact Bernard Schwartz, Chair-Nomination 
Committee by e-mail at pastprez@beby.org. 

 
Yours truly, 

 

 
 
 

Bernard S. Schwartz  CPA, CA 
Chair - Nominations Committee 



— 19 —

  

BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA SYNAGOGUE – NOMINATION FORM 

Under Section 6.2.2 of the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Constitution 

This document or any facsimile thereof shall be used as a Nomination Form for members in good standing of 
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue (“BEBY”) who wish to run for the position of:  (a) President;  (b) Vice-
President;  or (c) Director at the 2017 Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday, October 29, 2017.  A 
nomination requires the signatures of the proposed candidate and seven other members in good standing.  The 
deadline for submitting this nomination form to the Nominations Committee (Bernard Schwartz, Chairman) in 
respect of a candidate for the elections is 3:00 pm, Monday, September 25, 2017. 
 
The undersigned is a member in good standing of BEBY and wishes to put his/her name forward as a candidate 
for the position noted next to his/her name at the upcoming Annual General Meeting of the Synagogue. The 
undersigned hereby confirms that he/she meets the eligibility requirements to run for such position as set out 
in the BEBY Constitution. 
  
 
 
_______________     ________________________________     _______________________________     __________________ 
     Date       Name (print)          Signature    Position 
 
 
 
Each of the undersigned is a member in good standing of BEBY and by signing below is indicating his/her 
willingness to nominate the above-named candidate to run for the above-noted position of Beth Emeth Bais 
Yehuda Synagogue. 
 
  

Date Name (print) Signature 
1.   

 
 
 

2.   
 
 
 

3.   
 
 
 

4.   
 
 
 

5.   
 
 
 

6.   
 
 
 

7. 
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Here we are again talking about the music 
programs at Beth Emeth. For the past six 
years the Committee has been privileged 
and honoured to work with Chazzan David 
Edwards who was the clerical representative 
and mastermind behind so much of what has 
been presented over the years. When we needed 
a new idea for a program he would be the one to 
provide an idea or the inspiration that prompted 
someone to develop an idea. You are all now very 
familiar with the annual blockbusters, specifically the 
Shabbat Shira Concert and the Purim Play. Chazzan Edwards was 
a constant participant in both events in terms of his stage presence 
and his diligent work behind the scenes. We could always count 
on him to sing some songs but he made sure his cantorial friends 
were there to help and made sure they added to the wonderful 
entertainment we all enjoyed at the Concert.  He was a guiding 
force for the play as he worked hard to develop the music and even 
made an appearance during the production itself. 

Beth Emeth has become a strong and recognizable force within 
the Toronto Jewish community and through these past few years 
Chazzan Edwards has been the driving musical force.  When I first 
joined the Board of Directors it was Chazzan Edwards who asked 
me to take the position of Chairman for the Music Committee.  
Despite my protests due to a lack of experience in this area, I 
told him I could not sing, he stuck with his decision and guided 
me through the process for which I will be forever grateful. Our 
Committee has grown since that first meeting over 5 years ago and 
it is my hope that you have all enjoyed the events and programs we 
have brought to you over that time.

And now it is time to 
bid farewell to a man 

who has poured his 
heart and soul into 
the music, his voice 

and his methods of 
presentation which 

have brought so many of 
us closer to him, our love 

of music and our desire to make 
Beth Emeth that special home away 
from home.  As Chazzan Edwards 
has now retired we wish him all the best in his future endeavours 
and look forward to seeing him again down the road. He will 
always be a part of the music at Beth Emeth and it is my plan to 
continue our beautiful traditions and programming so that we may 
always have music at the centre of the Beth Emeth universe.

We now welcome Cantor David Guber into the Music Committee 
family and we are all looking forward to working with him. I 
anticipate some great ideas and perspectives from him which all of 
our members will appreciate and enjoy.  Please reach out to Cantor 
Guber at every opportunity and welcome him to our world.

On behalf of the Music Committee I want to wish all of you a 
wonderful summer season and please look for all of the new and 
exciting programs and events we will be bringing to you in the 
coming months.

Perry Davis
Co-Chair, Music Committee

music committee

ontario volunteer service awards
Sheila Agasee • Miriam Crystal • Barry Cutler • Eric Goldberg

Barbara Lazar  • Noah Wolgelerenter

The Ontario Volunteer Service Awards recognize individual volunteers for continuous years of 
commitment and dedicated service to an organization.

On June 5th, the above named Beth Emeth members will be presented with the Ontario Volunteer 
Service Awards Honours by the Awards Secretariat, 

Ontario Ministry of Immigration and International Trade.

Adults are recognized for five, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+, 40+, 50+ and 60+ years of continuous service.

Yasher Koach to all of you for a job well done!
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As we celebrate Shavuot and commemorate Matan Torah, the giving 
of the Torah at Sinai, we should keep in mind that Matan Torah 
occurs every time we study it and learn from it. Our students at the 
Aleph Bais Yehuda Elementary School have spent Sundays of the 
school year doing just that. They have been receiving Torah. They 
have studied the simplest components of Torah –  the black letters. 
They have studied some pretty sophisticated ideas that are found in 
the spaces in between the black letters and between the lines. They 
have investigated the deeper meaning of our letters, including some 
of our prayers and our holidays. Something remarkable occurred as 
each of our students received Torah. 

They became excited and wanted more. For this remarkable attitude 
and thirst for knowledge, we have wonderful and caring teachers to 
thank including Shauna Small, Marilyn Joseph, and Michael Basch. 
All of these teachers passionately give their students Torah and our 
students have excitedly demanded more.  

If you have a child or a grandchild in grades 1-7 who is not enrolled 

in day school, be sure to give your child the gift of Torah. It is never 
too late. Certainly it is not too late to begin enrolling your children 
and grandchildren for the fall of 2017.  

Chag Sameach,

Rabbi Lipson
Director

beby aleph bais yehuda elementary school

Our chocolate seder was a great and delicious 
success. Be part of the Pesach fun next year!
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 greening committee

Water is vital to all living beings to ensure 
mental and physical health and well-being. 

In Judaism, water is especially significant 
historically as well as in daily Jewish 

life. Genesis 6-8 describes Hashem 
destroying humanity by sending 

a great flood and the promise of His 
rainbow that it will never again happen. 

In Exodus, Hashem parted the Red Sea 
so that Moses and the Jewish people could 

escape the Egyptians. Water is essential as we 
ritually wash our hands before meals and cleanse 

both ourselves and our vessels in the purifying mikveh. 

Shavuot customs are also connected to water. In many Israeli cities, 
children have impromptu water-gun and water-balloon fights in 
streets and parks. Or they celebrate by taking a water hike along 
an Israeli river. 

Increasingly water is becoming a scarce resource in both Israel 
and around the globe. Please join the Greening Committee for an 
interactive program led by Noa Friedman Reinisberg, the Jewish 

National Fund Education Shlicha 
(Emissary) for Canada as she 
updates us on the latest technology   
and innovative solutions that 
address Israel’s water struggles to 
combat water shortages in Israel 
and can be adopted by other 
countries as Israel role-models 
water solutions abroad.  

This will be followed by a very 
special hands-on activity of 
planting a self-watering plant for preserving water that each 
participant will take home with them.

Join us on Sunday June 25th at 11 am in the Arback Hall.
Light refreshments will be served. No charge.
Please register online to reserve your spot. 
http://www.beby.org/event/Israel-solving-the-worlds-water-issues.html

Mel and I wish you a Chag Sameach. 

Hilda Swirsky, RN, BScN, MEd
Chair, Beth Emeth’s Greening Committee

Upcoming EvEnts

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Closing Program
Thursday May 25

Tikun Leil Shavuot
Tuesday May 30

Graduation Shavuot
Wednesday May 31

Family Shabbat
Saturday June 3

Cooking With Rosa
Wednesday June 7

Cantor Guber Weekend
Friday & Saturday, June 9 & 10

Reel & Spiel
Wednesday June 14

Golf Classic
Thursday June 15

Men’s Club Beer Pairing
 Thursday June 22

Dedication Shabbatini
Friday June 23

Water Solutions & Israel
Sunday June 25

Shtetl In the City - Film Screening
Wednesday July 12

To the Graduates  -  i Wish You

I wish you happiness It is a state of mind
I wish you serenity It is a state of calm
I wish you success It is a desired goal
I wish you knowledge It is a channel of understanding
I wish you friendship It is the essence of bonding
I wish you love  It is the sanctuary of belonging
I wish you self esteem It is the feeling of self worth
I wish you wisdom It is the essence of accomplishment 
I wish you self respect It is the state of righteousness
I wish you good health It is the foundation of fullfillment
I wish you long life It is the abundance of experience
I wish you patience It is the state of contentment
I wish you compassion It is the feeling of nurturing
I wish you spirituality It is the feeling of contemplation

Composed and written by Rosalie Shadlyn  

Writer’s 
Corner
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 shinshinim hosting

We have had a fabulous year getting to know all the likes and 
dislikes of our beautiful ShinShinim, Shir and Bar.  Their time 
volunteering with Beth Emeth will be over as of mid-June when 
they venture to overnight camp to experience the Great White 
North in all her glory for the summer.

It is now imperative that we find host families for our new 
ShinShinim who arrive in September. The two lucky families 
would each host one young emissary for a 3 month period (fall, 
winter or spring).  Check out Ronny and Noam’s video on the 
shul website.

Noam’s emphasis in school is studying the sciences because he 
feels it’s important to understand the fundamentals of nature 
and how to best use that knowledge to help mankind and the 
environment.  He has been a counselor for several years and 
participates in Model United Nations debates and in the Young 
Ambassadors program in which the students travel to Europe 
to engage other youth.  Noam is hoping to be drafted into an 
Intelligence or Technology Unit in the IDF for his army service 
so he can help his country and build skills for employment 
once he rejoins civilian life. He loves that he can be anywhere 
in Israel within a few hours drive and experience diverse natural 
environments.  Noam is very excited to start his adventures in 
Toronto and is waiting for a Beth Emeth family to say “we want 
you!”

Ronny highlights the importance of studying computer science 
because technology is a huge part of our lives which involves 
critical thinking skills, mathematical abilities and creativity.   She 

is lead counselor in a youth 
movement after spending 
several years as a camper.  
Ronny works with special-
needs children so they too 
can love nature and the whole 
camping experience.  She loves 
reading English books, cooking 
desserts and playing her guitar 
and various sports.  Ronny 
would like to be a Simulator 
Instructor in the Air Force 
because it is challenging and exciting.  She loves the diversity 
of Israel and its rich history. Ronny can’t wait to board the plane 
to Toronto and meet the BEBY kehillah.  She just needs a lucky 
family to invite her in.

Please contact Karla Yakobi via youth@beby.org if you would 
like more information about hosting one of these fabulous young 
adults.

Karla Yakobi

helen’s Famous ManDEL BREaD

3 cups flour
½ cup corn flake crumbs
1 tsp. baking powder
Prepare and set aside
4 eggs
1 cup sugar
1 cup oil

Mix together with fork and add dry ingredients
Add chocolate chips or almonds if you like (1/2 cup)
Make strips on baking sheet (do not use parchment 
paper, but straight onto baking sheet)
Bake at 325 for ½ hour and then cut the strips and lay on 
side and bake for an additional 18 to 20 minutes.

Cool and enjoy!
Helen Rosenbaum
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 golf tournament

After the incredible success of last year’s 
tournament, we fully expect this year’s BEBY 
Classic to sell out very soon!

Once again we are golfing at the incredible 
Lebovic Golf Club.
 
Like last year, each golfer will receive a 
coupon for an additional 4 rounds of golf 
(a $1,200.00 value)!!
 
Enjoy a fun filled tournament with gourmet 
lunch* and dinner*, prizes, trophies and 
giveaways plus 4 extra rounds of golf, what a 
deal!!!

Thursday, June 15th, 2017
Registration — 11:30am
Shot Gun Start — 1:00pm
 
Register online today! 
$300/ golfer or $1200/ foursome
http://www.beby.org/golf2017

We can’t wait to see you on June 15!

Bruce Martin
Golf Committee Chair
*Dietary laws observed

Over 7
5% Sold
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library

Jews and Words by Amos Oz and Famia Oz-Salzberger is both 
a fascinating and challenging collection of essays by the father-
daughter team of author and historian. The premise of the book 
is that the inexorable link through the ages between Jews and the 
Torah is what has kept us Jewish, though it is the strength of the 
narrative and not, they claim, a belief in G-d, that has solidified 
that link. Both Ozs declare, from the start, that neither believes in 
G-d. They strongly identify as Jews, are strongly culturally Jewish, 
and are conversant in the Torah and many of the interpretative 
and supporting texts, but they are Jewish atheists. They 
are highly secular, as, they claim a large number 
of Israelis are. They remind us that most of the 
settlers who established Israel were like them.  
However, that being said, their essays are scholastic 
pieces full of complex learning, deep analysis, 
critical thinking and reflection which 
include numerous mentions of G-d. 
In some ways, the essays are a 
dialogue between the authors 
as they focus on the themes of 
Continuity, Vocal Women, Time 
and Timelessness and finally, on 
what it means to be Jewish in their 
chapter entitled Each Person Has a 
Name; or, Do Jews Need Judaism? 

The account of the S. S. St. Louis is the basis 
of The German Girl by Armando Lucas 
Correa. Hannah Rosenthal is the central 
figure in part of the story and it is through 
her 12-year-old eyes that we witness the 
collapse of German society at the start of the war and experience the 
optimism and later devastating depression as the refugees on the 
ship learn that they have been betrayed by the Cuban government. 
Hannah and her pregnant mother are allowed to disembark and set 
up residence in Cuba. Canada was complicit in the betrayal, as were 

the United States and many European countries, since they refused 
entry to the passengers on the ship, most of whom eventually ended 
up perishing in the Holocaust. Intertwined in Hannah’s account 
is the story of Anna Rosen, the great niece of Hannah, who lives 
in New York with her mother. Her father died in the collapse of 
the Twin Towers. There are many similarities between Hannah 
and Anna; still, the attempt to link the events of 9/11 and WWII 
could be seen as being misguided. The book, which is probably 
best geared to an adolescent audience, needs to be framed to avoid 
revisionist historical perspective. 

Not in G-d’s Name, by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, is a 
series of essays in which Rabbi Sacks, the former 
Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth from 1991 to 2013 and a 
brilliant writer, explores the mental contortions 
that allow people to justify acts of violence in the 
name of religion. R. Sacks explains how people 
convince themselves that they are victims, that 
scapegoats simultaneously have power and are 

powerless, and that the lives of others are worth less 
than theirs. He shows how a kind of mob mentality 
can become the mainstay of a society that idolizes 
fundamentalist thinking and encourages inhumane 
acts. With a focus on Islamic fundamentalism, his 

message, however, has many targets and is easily 
applicable to nations undergoing radical paradigm shifts 

in their notions about who is welcome and who is not.

Judie Oron’s Cry of the Giraffe chronicles the true story of a young 
Ethiopian Jewish girl whose family fled to Sudan to get to Israel. 
Oron herself was part of the covert operation to rescue Jews left 
in Ethiopia, and even though she downplays her role in the book, 
we can easily see and be in awe of the personal bravery that saved 
Wuditu, a girl who had been kept as a slave and who is now living 
in Israel. 

Imagine being in heaven with a group of Jewish mothers 
whose claim to fame is their successful sons. The mother 
of a son who has not made his mark on history meets the 
mothers of Sigmund Freud, Marcel Proust, Albert Einstein, 
the Marx brothers, Albert Cohen, Romain Gary and Woody 
Allen. Through discussions about their sons and the lives 
they led to support and often to enable them, Rebecca 
Rosenthal, in Jewish Mothers Never Die, discovers that 
although she wasn’t perfect, she was a good mother to her 
son and that she has given him the lessons to live a good, 
honest and meaningful life. 

Eleanor Minuk

Plans for next year:

The Library and Continuing Education committees are pleased to 
announce that we will be continuing with our Sunday Books and 
Bagels events. Mark November 5, February 11 and April 22 on your 
calendars. 

We are excited to be able to offer a new initiative – a series of lunch 
hour book reviews to be held four Thursdays next year: October 26, 
December 7, March 8 and May 10.  We have some excellent speakers 
lined up already. More details coming soon in the Shabbat Bulletin 
and e-blasts. Look for our flyers with information about costs and 
books to be reviewed.  



— 26 —

 

We have just completed another season of Out 
of the Cold. This year we hosted a record 
number of guests and due to the hard work 
put in by our team of tireless volunteers 
we were able to provide food, shelter, 
clothing, and toiletries to members of 
the community who are homeless or 
socially isolated.  

Special thanks to our corporate 
donors for their very generous contributions 
to this year’s program; Uptown Gourmet, North American Buyers, 
Mazon Canada, Costco (Wilson Ave.), Brands International 
Corporation Inc., McGregor Socks / Just Socks, Scholastic 
Canada Ltd., Trimfit Co. Ltd, Totes Isotoner Canada, TD Bank 
and Stonemill Bakehouse.

It is now time for us to start planning our program for next 
year. This program cannot run without your ongoing generous 
support. We have seen first-hand how far your donations have 
gone and the difference you’ve made in people’s lives. We are in 
need of FUNDING and ask that you please consider this program 
when making donations commemorating an occasion or when 
honouring a loved one to ensure our commitment to help those 
most vulnerable in our community.  

We are also looking for donations of new and gently used clothing, 
specifically new underwear, large and extra large jackets and 

winter boots, warm winter apparel, and toiletries.  
We ask that if you are doing a spring-cleaning of 

your winter clothing to please consider the Out of 
the Cold program. Furthermore 

we are encouraging people to 
take the opportunity to give 
back to the community and 

volunteer for this program. 

If you are interested 
in volunteering for the 2018 

program, please send an email at the end of the summer to 
bebyoutofthecold@gmail.com. 

For financial donations, please contact the shul office at 416-
633-3838. 

N.B. All clothing and goods donations must now be brought 
into the synagogue in clear plastic bags. A donation tag may be 
downloaded from our website.  Please fill out and attach to each 
bag with your name and number. These may be left with our 
security personnel at the Wilmington Street entrance. Thank 
you.

Lindsay Gladstone, Allan Fleisher 
Chairs 

out of the cold

Jeopardy Question — The best Synagogue  
gift shop in the greater Toronto area?

Jeopardy ansWer — 
What is the rosen Judaica Gift shop!! 

That’s right.  We don’t like to brag but that’s what we’ve been 
told. Check us out and see for yourself.

Everything is on sale. No tax on anything. 
Best service anywhere in the GTA. Free gift wrapping.   

 Available by appointment throughout the summer.
We look forward to serving you. 

Chag Sameach —
Sonia Hendler, Gift Shop Chair.

rosen Judaica Gift shop
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the recipe box by reni cuperfain

The word Chesed is usually translated “kindness” 
or “loving kindness.” It is one of the key 
theological concepts in the story of Ruth.

Chesed is difficult to translate because it stands for 
a cluster of ideas—love, mercy, grace, kindness. 
It wraps up in itself all the positive attributes 
of God.  Chesed is one of God’s most treasured 
characteristics.

Chesed is a quality that moves someone to act for 
the benefit of someone else without considering 
“what’s in it for me?”

It may be translated as “loyal love.” Sometimes 
the emphasis is on “loyal” and other times the 
emphasis is on “love.”

Beth Emeth is in need of volunteers to call shul 
members who are in senior homes, or confined to 
their homes, recovering from a recent surgery in 

a rehabilitation facility and visiting shiva homes 
with a warm friendly smile.

I have been volunteering on the Chesed 
Committee for three years now, and I promise 
you, once you get involved in this “loving 
kindness”, you will feel so good and “love” giving 
back to your shul’s community. I am here to 
help and guide you through to what is needed to 
volunteer on the Chesed committee.

If you have some time, a few hours to spare 
and would like to volunteer and get involved in 
Chesed “loving kindness” please contact me at 
chesed@beby.org. 

Wishing you all a “SWEET” and wonderful 
Shavuot holiday.

Rochelle Kerzner 
chesed@beby.org

Quick & Easy Apple Cake

2 eggs
1 1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup oil
6 apples peeled 
and sliced
2 cups flour
2 tsp baking 
soda
2 tsp 
cinnamon

Mix eggs, 
sugar, cinnamon 
and oil
Add sliced apples and 
mix to coat
Add flour and baking soda

Mix well to coat apples
Pour into sprayed 

spring pan, 
or line with 

parchment 
paper
Bake 350, for 1 hour

Also good with whipped cream on top.

Enjoy and Chag Sameach.
The Cuperfain Family

marty keshen chesed committee

Summer 
Frumba 
Classes!
Thursday nights 

at 7:30 pm

To find out more, 
please email

frumbadance@gmail.
com

chesed@beby.org
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 donations

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda offers you several convenient ways to send meaningful gifts, celebrate special occasions and life
cycle events, and commemorate people who are important to you and your family.  

• Tax deductible receipts will be issued
• Your gift will be acknowledged in future Kesher issues or at sponsored events (at your 

discretion). 

1. Send a beautifully inscribed card.

Help support Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda with a card
directed to the fund of your choice. Minimum donation
$18.00. Card and postage are included with your
donation and are mailed out within 2 business days of
your request. 
            

�  Aleph Bais Yehuda Elementary School 
� Cantor Danto Music Library
� Chesed Fund / Toy Drive
�  Chesed Knitters
� Community Assistance
� Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden
� Green Fund
� Holocaust Education Endowment Fund
� Israel Fund
� Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship
� Joseph & Sylvia Lichtman Twinning Program 
� The Kadima Centre (Special Needs)
� Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah
� Kelman Endowment Fund
� Library & Music
� Mitzvah Fund
� Out of the Cold (Homelessness)
� Torah Maintenance � Chumash $108

2.   Sponsor a Kiddush* or Oneg Shabbat:  
              
�  Hashkama Minyan $72 or 3 for $180 (NM $100)
�  Daily morning breakfast from $100 ($120 NM)
� Congregational Shabbat from $360 ($500 NM)

              � Seudah Shlisheet from $180
              � Jr. Congregation — Various Amounts
              �  Friday Night  — Various Amounts
              �  Youth Kiddush  — $36
            �  Weekly Shabbat Bulletin - $180

3.   Sponsor a Continuing Education Program.

As the donor, your name will, at your discretion, be
featured on all promotional literature and publicly
acknowledged at the event. You will also be invited to
meet and introduce the speaker. We will call you to
discuss the specific program you wish to sponsor: 

� Class or Study Group from $54
� Lecture Sponsorship from $360
� Scholar-in-Residence Weekend from $3600

4.  Legacy Planning. 

These gifts may include bequests, life insurance, RRSP’s
and RRIF’s, stocks and securites. Call for more
information if you are interested in establishing a legacy
gift at Beth Emeth. 

5. Other Opportunities include:

Lerman Chapel Dedications, Tessler Lounge, The
Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden and The
Community Hub. Call the office for more information
on these and other donor opportunities.

Invest in a World of Jewish Experience. 
Make Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda a destination point for your charitable giving. 

For all your charitable givinghbbv

* speak to Valerie Duarte for meat kiddush pricing.
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Chag Samayach!

Time to say L’hitraot! Not “goodbye” but rather I shall say “stay in 
touch”!

As you may already have heard, my wife, Zlati, my son, Aaron 
Benjamin Cohen (aka ABC) and I are moving to Flushing, NY as 
my wife pursues a new job position in Manhattan in her field of 
journalism.

Looking back, I have been working at Kadima Centre for the last 
10 years. I am very grateful to all of my colleagues and mentors 
who have helped me along the way. Thank you to Rabbi Joseph 
Kelman, z’l, Dr. Rosalie Shadlyn, Suzanne and Sheila Agasee, 
Michael Kerzner, Michael Sugarman, Rabbi Morrison, Rabbi 
Lipson, Cantor Bensoussan, Cantor Edwards, Gerald Hartman, Dr. 
Barry Cutler, Lorraine Bradley, Phil Drash, Tanya Werger, Pearl 
Grundland, Andrea Levine, Freda Marcovitch, Iona Berlind, Razy 
Stolberg, Valerie Duarte, Maxim Varshavsky, all Maintenance Staff, 
Norine Goodman, Alan Bernstein, Jerry Colomby and all of our 
volunteers, caregivers, program providers and, of course, Kadima 
participants.

Now that I am leaving to live in New York, my biggest wish is that 
Kadima Centre will continue to get stronger and for its participants 
to continue learning how to make their lives happier, healthier, 
longer and better.

For the past ten years we learned together to cook, dance and 
perform musical percussive instruments.

We learned how to be a friend and how to resolve conflicts.

We learned about science, how to pray, Jewish holidays and how 
to care for our health.

Most of all, I have had the pleasure to see our participants improve 
their outlook on life.

In terms of quantity, Kadima grew from 12 registered participants 
back in 2007 to over 45 active participants today.

I attribute Kadima’s growth to 
the tremendous need this 
program plays in the lives 
of our participants and their 
caregivers.

Kadima Centre is the only 
continuing education program for 
adults with exceptionalities in Toronto’s Jewish community.

It fills a crucial role in our community.

Therefore I leave my position as program director with an 
important message to all of you.

To the BEBY congregational family: Please continue to support and 
build Kadima Centre. Experience the magic almost every Sunday 
from September to June by volunteering for Kadima. As I now 
hand the position over to a new program director, I will miss all of 
you very, very much.

Finally, to the precious Kadima participants, who have shaped my 
life for a decade and deeply touched my heart: I love and care 
about each and everyone of you. Please stay in touch and continue 
to grow in your lives. Be happy! You richly deserve to be.

L’hitraot!

Chag Shavuot Samayach!

Sincerely yours,
Marcel Cohen
Program Director, The Kadima Centre

Senior Rabbi: .......................Howard B. Morrison
Rabbi ................................................Leslie Lipson
Cantor .............................................. David Guber
Executive Director:  ......................Pearl Grundland
Building Manager:  .................Maxim Varshavsky
Youth Director: .....................................Dale Gold

President: .............................  Michael S. Kerzner
Chairman of the Board:  ..........Michael Sugarman 
Managing Editor: ........................Connie Kachuck
Copy Editor: ..................................  Barbara Lazar
Kesher Coordinator: ...................Freda Marcovitch
Design & Layout: ........................... Andrea Levine

the kadima centre

We regret any errors and omissions that 
may occur. Please advise the office of any 

corrections required.
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MAY JUNE

May 28
3 Sivan
Mincha: 8:40 pm

May 29
4 Sivan
Mincha: 8:40 pm

May 30
5 Sivan
Erev Shavuot
Mincha: 8:40 pm

May 31
6 Sivan
First Day of Shavuot
Graduation 
Recognition
Mincha: 8:40 pm

June 1
7 Sivan
Second Day of
Shavuot
Yizkor
Mincha: 8:40 pm

June 2
8 Sivan
Mincha: 7:00 pm

June 3
9 Sivan
Family Shabbat
Mincha: 8:25 pm

June 4
10 Sivan
Mincha: 8:45 pm

June 5
11 Sivan
Mincha: 8:45 pm

June 6
12 Sivan
Mincha: 8:45 pm

June 7
13 Sivan
Cooking with Rosa
Mincha: 8:45 pm

June 8
14 Sivan
Mincha: 8:45 pm

June 9
15 Sivan
Cantor Guber 
Welcome Shabbat
Mincha: 7:00 pm

June 10
16 Sivan
Cantor Guber 
Welcome Shabbat
Mincha: 8:30 pm

June 11
17 Sivan
Mincha: 8:50 pm

June 12
18 Sivan
Mincha: 8:50 pm

June 13
19 Sivan
Mincha: 8:50 pm

June 14
20 Sivan
Reel & Spiel
Mincha: 8:50 pm

June 15
21 Sivan
Golf Classic
Mincha: 8:50 pm

June 16
22 Sivan
Mincha: 7:00 pm

June 17
23 Sivan
Mincha: 8:35 pm

June 18
24 Sivan
Blue Jays Game
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 19
25 Sivan
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 20
26 Sivan
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 21
27 Sivan
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 22
28 Sivan
Beer Tasting
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 23
29 Sivan
Shabbatini
Mincha: 7:00 pm

June 24
30 Sivan
Mincha: 8:35 pm

JULY

June 25
1 Tammuz
Israel’s Eco-Water
Solutions
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 26
2 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 27
3 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 28
4 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 29
5 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:55 pm

June 30
6 Tammuz
Mincha:7:00 pm

July 1
7 Tammuz
Canada Day
Mincha: 8:35 pm

July 2
8 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:50 pm

July 3
9 Tammuz
Statutory Holiday
Mincha: 8:50 pm

July 4
10 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:50 pm

July 5
11 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:50 pm

July 6
12 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:50 pm

July 7
13 Tammuz
Mincha: 7:00 pm

July 8
14 Tammuz
Mincha: 8:35 pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MORNING SERVICES:
Shabbat ~7:30 and 8:45 am  Sunday ~ 8:00 am   Monday to Friday ~ 7:15 and 8:15 am   

Rosh Chodesh Services ~ Sundays & Weekdays: 15 minutes earlier at 1st Minyan


