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Our shul today could be called Jew-rassic park. A euphoria pervades our 
synagogue with a baby naming, a bar mitzvah, and yes, something else. 
The “Borei Pri Historic“ blessing has worked. A first NBA championship 
ever for the Raptors. The first title in one of the four major sports since the 
93 Blue Jays.

Living in Toronto for 19 years, I see, hear, and feel the passion. Raised in 
the Boston area, I was 10 when the Bruins won their first Cup in 40 years. 
I was living in Toronto in 2001 when Tom Brady became a household 
name. I was watching with my boys on Blue Forest Drive when the Red 
Sox broke an 86 year curse in 2004.

On Thursday night, I watched at the home of our shul members and my friends, Avery and Anne Goldfarb. 
Only their dog Toby remained calm throughout the game. I drove home amidst the sounds of car drivers 
pressing their horns as shouts of joy and celebration.
 
The team had won its first. The team won three on the road. The team had beaten the league’s best on 
their home court. The team had won for its city, its province, its country, and for Canadians all over the 
world.

For a single night, all the rich diversity which exemplifies Canada became united as one.

The Raptors had brought us all together. We are all part of the 2019 NBA champions.

Today’s Parsha of Nasso is the single longest portion in the Torah. The last chapter is the single longest 
chapter in the Torah, containing 89 verses. In Hebrew letters, the number 89 is denoted by the letters “Pay 
and Tet,” the middle letters of Raptors  if you spell the word in Hebrew.

In the final chapter, the leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel bring the exact same gift offering in celebrating 
the dedication of the Tabernacle. The Torah could have economized the chapter by listing all of the 
leaders and stating once the particulars of their identical gift. But no! The same exact gift is repeated 
verbatim 12 times. Why? To show the unmatched spirit of unity, passion, and enthusiasm. For the first time 
in their lives, the community of Israel was dedicating its own  home arena, a specifically Jewish place 
where prayers, offerings, joyous celebrations, and holiday pilgrimages would take place.

Today, the victory of the Raptors fills us with a kind of joy beyond words similar to the feelings of 12 
chieftains bringing the exact same dedication gift without consulting each other. In both instances, a 
spiritual euphoria transcended the ethnic and cultural differences of a modern country, as was the case 
3700 years ago when 12 distinct tribes became a single nation.

So to our beloved Raptors - Mazel Tov, Shehecheyanu, and “Borei Pri Historic.”

Amen!

Rabbi Howard Morrison


