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“In the days of the High Priest Mattathias, son of Yohanan
of the Hasmonean family, a cruel power rose up against
the people of Israel, demanding the abandonment of the
Torah and the violation of G-d’s commandments. In Your
abundant mercy, You stood by Your people in their time
of distress. You championed their cause, vindicated their
rights, and avenged their suffering. You delivered the
strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the
hands of the few, the corrupt into the hands of the
innocent, the wicked into the hands of the just, and the
arrogant into the hands of those devoted to Your Torah.
Thus, You revealed Your Glory and holiness in the world,
while bringing a mighty deliverance to Your people Israel.
Then Your children came into Your Temple, purified Your
sanctuary, kindled the lights in Your sacred courts, and
established these eight days of Chanukah in gratitude and
praise.”
(From the Siddur)

Traditions At Chanukah
Game playing is an integral part of the Chanukah
tradition. It is said to have originated during the
Maccabean struggle as a method of subterfuge. A decree
of Antiochus forbade the study of Torah and was enforced
by inspections of homes of those suspected of
disobedience. Therefore, while studying the Holy Books,
cards were dealt out before each student – ready to be
played when and if the need arose. The dreidl also
provided the excuse of a friendly game of chance in the
event of a surprise inspection.

Several types of foods are prepared traditionally to
celebrate Chanukah. The tradition of eating cheese
delicacies goes back beyond the 14th century. Latkes
(pancakes) made with cheese were used which
developed into the custom of eating latkes of all kinds.
During the Middle Ages, the tradition of eating cheese
was associated with the Story of Judith. Fried foods for
Chanukah are popular. In addition to potato latkes, which
are a favorite food of Jews of an Eastern European
background, pancakes, fritters, and fried pastries are also
popular. In Israel the favourite food for Chanukah is
soufganiyot (donuts).
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Chanukah begins the on Sunday, November 28
and concludes Monday, December 6, 2021. 

Observances & Traditions
The menorah, in many designs and forms, has been used
by Jews wherever they have settled. Its light has become a
symbol of G-d’s presence, of joy, of spirituality, of
righteousness. The Chanukah menorah reminds us of a
heroic past and sustains faith in the future. In its reflection,
adults forget their fears and children hear the tale of the
miracles and valour of the heroes who had died for the faith
of their people. Its lights are a symbol of liberation and of
the inalienable right of human beings to live and worship in
freedom.

Kindling the Menorah
Kindling the lights each night of the chag (festival) is the
central religious observance of Chanukah.

The lights are to be lit after sundown, or as soon thereafter
as the entire family has gathered. On Friday night, the
menorah is lit before the Shabbat candles, even though it is
not yet sundown. On Saturday night, the menorah is lit after
Havdalah.

The candles must be large enough, or oil sufficient enough,
to burn for at least half an hour. The candles are added to
the menorah from right to left. On the first night one candle
is lit, on the second night two, and so forth on each
consecutive night until all eight are lit. The new candle is
always lit first, so the candles are lit from left to right. An
extra candle, the Shamash, is placed apart from the others.
It is used specifically for kindling the other candles.

The lighted menorah should be placed near a window so
the burning candles may be seen by all. The light of the
Chanukah menorah may not be used for reading, work, or
any other purpose. All the candles must be allowed to burn
out completely.

We kindle these lights to commemorate the miracles and
the miraculous victories wrought through the holy priests for
our forefathers in ancient days at this season.

These lights are sacred through all the eight days of
Chanukah. We may not put them to ordinary use, but are to
look upon them and thus be reminded to thank and praise
G-d for the wondrous miracle of our deliverance.

ABOUT CHANUKAH



Dear Congregational Family,

The ritual observance of Chanukah takes us back to a rabbinic debate between 
the schools of Hillel and Shammai from a couple of thousand years ago. In their 
disagreement, one believed that we should kindle the Chanukiah in a descending order each night.
The other believed that we should kindle the Chanukiah in an ascending order each night. While
diverse practices prevailed during the time of these two schools of thought, nowadays it is a universal
Jewish practice to kindle the Chanukiah in an ascending order each night. 

Chanukah is associated with miracles. We celebrate the miracle of the many being defeated by the
few, and the miracle of the little vial of oil which lasted for eight days. Perhaps we should consider
another miracle being that the ritual of the Chanukiah lighting is done the same way by all Jews
regardless of ideological, ancestral, or geographical background.

One of the Talmudic explanations offered for the Hillel position of lighting the candles in an
ascending order is the notion "Maalin B'Kodesh V'ain Moridin - We ascend in holiness and do not
descend." This notion offers us a meaningful perspective in how we should conduct our lives. We are
meant to be optimistic and confident that we can overcome life's challenges. The dictum also
teaches us that Judaism is not an all or nothing proposition. Rather, each step we make in a positive
direction adds meaning and sanctity to our lives.

In Beth Emeth life, our volunteer leadership has made a transition just prior to Chanukah. I wish to
thank the outgoing executive and board of the past two years. They kept us moving forward, often
having to make step by step instant decisions prompted by the pandemic. I extend a Yasher Koach
to Malcolm Weinstein, our outgoing president, and his team on a job well done. I also wish to thank
the incoming executive and board for willing to assume leadership positions as we continue to make
Judaism accessible, relevant, and meaningful during this unprecedented pandemic. I extend a
Yasher Koach to Steve Werger, our incoming president, for his willingness to come forward and lead
our shul during challenging times.

May we all use the miracle lessons of Chanukah in refining our lives physically, spiritually, and
emotionally. I wish us all a healthy and joyous Festival of Lights - Chag Urim Sameach.

Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbi@beby.org

RABBI'S COLUMN 
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Rabbi Howard Morrison

Rabbi Morrison's study class can be found
Tuesdays and Thursdays on Facebook Live

and Zoom at 12PM



RITUAL AND BEBY NEXTGen

Chanukah celebrates two miracles. First, there is the famous miracle of the 
oil, when one day's worth of oil lasted for eight days. Next is the miracle of the 
Maccabean victory against the Greek army and the Hellenized Jews. This was, 
above all, a civil war: Judean vs. Judean. 
 
The Maccabees, led by Judah the son of Matityahu the High Priest, were not warriors, but they held
the importance of Torah, Jewish culture, and National continuity above all else. They took up the
cause of Jews living for Judaism, and against an inspired assimilationism – Jews actively promoting
the important "value" of abandoning their own heritage and culture, in favour of the dominant social
structures of the day. Though the Maccabees were few in number – only a few thousand in the
whole country - and were untrained, they had real faith in HaShem and knew that no matter what,
they would ensure that Torah and Judaism would endure.  
 
There is a well-known line from our daily prayers, that is originally from the Song of the Sea, as we
left Egyptian slavery and became a free nation. "Mi Chamocha Ba'Elim HaShem - מי כמוך באלים ה'
- Who is like You in the Heights, HaShem?"  In the Hebrew, the first letter of each word  מ כ ב י
spells Maccabee. 
 
A Maccabee is a person who looks to HaShem as they work toward building a more Godly world.
But changing the world is not about fighting a big war; It is about each of us shining just a little more
light every day. 
 
As we know, our commemoration of Chanukah, though mentioning the Maccabean victory in our
prayers, centers around the lighting of our Nerot Chanukah – Chanukah lights. Our sages teach us
that the mitzvah of Chanukah lighting is Ner Ish u'Beito – A flame for each person and their
household. One can also ready those same words to mean "the flame OF each person and their
household."
 
Chanukah is a time where we define for ourselves those values which we think will truly light up the
world and which are most important to us. What are we each passionate about and willing to strive
against all odds to achieve?  
 
Each night, as we increase the number of flames on our Chanukiyot and look at the radiating light,
the flame of God, as expressed in the human soul (Mishlei 20:27) is empowered to rise up with the
Chanukah lights and express the values that are most central to our lives. This Chanukah, we can
each be a Maccabee.  

We are working as a community to rekindle the communal fire of being involved in shul. 
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After almost two years of a pandemic, there is a great longing for being back in the community and
at the same time a complete hesitation toward being in large groups. 

Our Bnai Mitzvah Program is off to an amazing start, having spent the last four weeks virtually
being in the land of Israel, dancing to Israeli music, checking out some amazing graffiti, touring the
Old City of Jerusalem and learning about Zionism and combatting anti-Semitism and hearing about
my and Rabbi Morrison's most transformational Israeli experiences. 
 
Meanwhile, for those who are ready to gather, we kicked off the year with some good new
beginnings with our first Family Shabbat Morning Pray and Plays, complete with a picnic in the park
following. The food has been good and the people have been better. We've also started new Krav
Maga classes at the shul. While the registration for this session is closed, please let us know if
you'd be interested in another class to begin in the new year. 
 
The fire of BEBY NEXTgen is shining bright and there will be an IN-PERSON Chanukah Party this
year as well! There are always new NEXTgen programs to look forward to and ways to get
involved. I look forward to seeing you all soon! 
 
Chanukah Samei'ach – may we all be blessed with a Chanukah of ever-increasing light! 

L'Shalom,
Rabbi David
rabbidavid@beby.org

Rabbi David Grundland
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Candace Vogel

This issue of the Kesher coincides with the second anniversary of my arrival at Beth Emeth. It would
be an understatement to say that things haven’t been what I’d imagined.

Four months after I started, the Covid pandemic hit and everything changed. After the initial scramble
to figure things out and “pivot” (2020’s Word of the Year) we did our best to respond to the continuous
stream of protocol changes and lockdowns.

Before too long we settled in to a kind of rhythm but things still didn’t feel quite right. What became
abundantly clear was the depth of connection so many of you feel to Beth Emeth. Many members
struggled with not being allowed or able to come to their beloved shul. It was also apparent that we are
not meeting the needs of our young people. 

What remains to be seen is how Covid has changed us. We know that the need for connection is a
fundamental tenet of the human condition. We found a way to daven on Zoom, but much was lost: the
schmoozing at kiddush, the tidbits of chatter, the feeling of belonging and being part of a community.
We miss the comfort of those informal shul rituals, many of which feel as important to us as the formal
ones.

And so, we must look to the future. As you are no doubt aware, most Conservative synagogues were
struggling with decreasing membership long before the pandemic, and we are no exception. How do
we ensure our long-term viability for the future? How do we engage our young people and become
relevant to them? How do we move ahead while respecting and honouring the traditions of our past?

We have been asking these same questions for a very long time. Now, we need answers.

Our exploratory discussions with Adath Israel are one potential avenue. In addition, we have begun a
Strategic Planning process, engaging an outside consulting firm, “SuccessMap” to assist us in defining
our most pressing short and long term needs, and most importantly, determining an actionable path
forward. Your insights and opinions are an important part of this process and I encourage you to share
your thoughts. Please reach out to me if you’d like to participate and I will connect you with the
consultants. 

After almost two years of upheaval, fear, anxiety and stress it is starting to feel like we are emerging
from the darkness of Covid and moving toward the light…just in time for Chanukah. 

Wishing you and yours all the light and joy of Chanukah,
Candace
candace@beby.org



PRESIDENT
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Malcolm Weinstein

Dear BEBY family, 

This is my final Kesher article as president. As I have noted previously, the past two years have
been a whirlwind of change and adjustments.

As my term comes to an end, as well as the term of my Executive team, I am proud to report that
we have given our hearts, souls and countless hours to ensure that Beth Emeth emerges from two
disruptive years as a strong, cohesive, vibrant and relevant kehillah kedoshah - a sacred
community.

I can confidently say that my term is ending on a positive note.  I am optimistic for the future as we
slowly start to reopen and we begin to offer more in-person daily services and life-cycle events. In
the past few weeks we have celebrated a baby-naming, bar and bat mitzvahs as well as several
weddings. 

Our various committees continued throughout the year to present and offer a diverse and extensive
on-line roster of meaningful synagogue experiences: prayer services, shiurim, lunch and learn
programs, commemorative and communal programming as well as many other virtual programs
aimed at meeting the spiritual, educational and communal needs of our synagogue members. I
congratulate them on their successful programs and on their engagement with our members. These
online programs are so well supported and to see how our members embrace being connected in
this way is a testament to our closely connected Beth Emeth family. In addition, through our
collaboration with other synagogues and other community organizations we were able to offer
participation in many other online programs and events.

From the bottom of my heart, I want to personally thank every single Beth Emeth member for
allowing me the opportunity of serving as president of this incredible synagogue. It has been a
humbling experience, and even through the difficult days of the pandemic it has been one of the
most rewarding experiences of my life. I am proud to be Past-President and to join the ranks of the
esteemed Va’ad Haetza, our Past-Presidents group.

I extend my congratulations and best wishes to the incoming President, Executive and Board of
Directors and look forward to being part of the lay leadership for the next two years.

Chazak Chazak V’nitchazek

Malcolm Weinstein
Outgoing President



BOARDROOM BANTER
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It was four years ago, November 2017 when I was elected as a Vice President to the Board of
Directors and subsequently appointed as the Chairman of the Board. I was told at that time I would
be responsible for submitting the Boardroom Banter article for our Kesher publications. Today I am
writing my last article as Chairman of the Board and will be passing this responsibility on to the next
Chair.  It is appropriate that the Chanukah Kesher will be the last one where I am submitting the
Boardroom Banter article. Chanukah may convey the least religious message of our holidays but for
me it is one of the most inspiring. The story of Chanukah is about dedication, faith, community and
family. Chanukah teaches us to see the miracles around us, each and every day, inspiring us to
feed the balance between self and family while connecting to and serving our community.

Within each of my Kesher articles it was my intention to introduce members of our community who
have taken on the responsibility of being a member of our board and representing you, our
congregants. Attending meetings and addressing the needs of our membership in relation to
services, programming, special events, catering, human resources, long term planning, building
maintenance, fiscal planning and overall daily operations are just some of the responsibilities
involved.

As with any large organization servicing the needs of a diverse community, we have faced and will
continue to face a variety of challenges as we move forward. Our board consists of individuals who
take on their committee chair and board responsibilities with a dedication that has earned my
respect over and over again.

We are seeing a transfer of responsibilities to a new executive and board. My time on the board has
re-established my appreciation for what our synagogue offers our membership. I encourage you, our
members, to get engaged, participate in the programs being offered or join a committee.

The accomplishments of our board during my two terms on the executive are too numerous to call
out individually, but I would like to specifically recognize our chairpersons and committees that
managed the renovations that we underwent, brought on a new caterer, management of changes in
our professional staff, new fundraising initiatives, updating our constitution and addressing the
needs of our community.
 
The past 18 months have been extremely challenging, dealing with COVID restrictions and focusing
on the health and safety of our membership, clergy and staff. Thank you to the chairs and committee
members who work tirelessly to ensure that we could address the safety of our members while
continuing to provide services. I look forward to the continuation of the lifting of restrictions and
participating in services and seeing our members in person once again.



I would like to particularly recognize the support I received during my 2 terms from my fellow
executive members; Allan Snow, Malcom Weinstein, Joan Segal, Susan Colomby, Michael Kerzner,
Uri Carnat, Steve Werger, Gail Bergman, Eleanor Minuk and Mark Jadd. A special call out to
Candace Vogel for her dedication and commitment and to Rabbi Morrison for your support and
guidance.

On behalf of my wife Lori and our family I would like to wish our membership and community at large
a joyous Chanukah.

Steven Greenwood
Outgoing Chairman of the Board and VP of GASSC
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Steven Greenwood
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MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
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This is my last Kesher article as VP MDSC as a new Executive will be coming in after the AGM.
This two-year term has been a journey like no other. Who could have prepared for what we and
the world had to face? Who would know that at Rosh Hashana 2019, when we repeated the
words, “who will die by plague,” this would become a reality in our world?

I am proud to have been a member of the Executive during this extraordinary time. This team had
to come together like at no other time, to provide leadership while we faced our own personal
upheavals. We were not perfect, but we approached the challenge, committed to work, and do
what was needed to be done. Everyone was not happy; but as a leader you know that one size
does not fit all.

Our volunteers were extraordinary in their support of each other, providing ritual services,
programs, and delivery of a modified Out of the Cold program with a “can do” attitude while
navigating the myriad of COVID-19 health restrictions and directives, that in the beginning
seemed to change from hour to hour. We were able to re-open and keep everyone safe and
secure.

To my committee chairs and their members, thank you for all you have done, and I know will
continue to do. At times I felt my asks were daunting, but you all rose to the challenge. I tried to
be there with you all the way, rolling up my sleeves to not only guide, but do some of the heavy
lifting as well. Every member of our congregation should thank you for what you did for them. In
addition to programming and services, many of you volunteered your time to do outreach by
calling seniors who were more isolated than others due to lock downs and their vulnerability. We
did some outreach to the remainder of the congregation, and I only wished we had more
volunteers to have continued this effort.

This term has been like a roller coaster. You secure yourself in your seat, and then prepare for
the climb, experience the exhilaration of an achievement as you crest the top of the steep slope
and are hurled down, and then start another climb. What a ride!

Thank you all for your tremendous support.

May your Chanukah candles shine bright and light up your homes 
and your lives as you have done mine.

Susan Colomby
Outgoing VP MDSC

Susan Colomby



On behalf of the BEBY staff 
we wish you and your families a
Happy Chanukah!

 

We would like to thank the outgoing President
and leadership, whose term has ended, for their
hard work and dedication, and welcome the new

President and leadership. 
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A little-known benefit of membership at Beth Emeth is the variety of scholarships available to
children of members in good standing. These scholarships are available to assist in funding a
variety of programs and educational opportunities. You are encouraged to explore.

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?

Available scholarships fall into four categories: 

THE RABBI KELMAN FUND
Offers scholarships for children attending approved Jewish overnight
camps such as Camp Ramah, Camp Solelim, etc. Research shows
definitively that attendance at Jewish overnight camp is a key factor in
fostering Jewish identity among children. 

THE ANISMAN ISRAEL FUND
Provides scholarships for those studying at recognized academic
institutions or other immersive programs in Israel, such as USY
Pilgrimage. These experiences often form the basis of a lifelong love of
and commitment to Israel.

JOSEPH SMITH SPORTS ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
The Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship provides financial
assistance to the younger members of our congregation who either wish
to begin or continue their involvement in sports. The scholarship was
established in memory of Joseph Smith z”l, an avid participant, fan and
supporter of sports and athletics. 

KAROL FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP FOR LIMUDAI TORAH
The Karol Family Scholarship Fund for Limudai Torah was established
by the Karol Family in honour of Oren Shmuel Karol. This scholarship
assists in funding students (or adults) wishing to pursue their goals and
aspirations for higher learning in advanced Torah Study.

Applications can be found on our website at www.beby.org/scholarships

SCHOLARSHIPS
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Beth Emeth is proud to be able to support our members of all ages through our various scholarship
funds. Our four scholarship funds last year supported over 25 youth and young adults in their various
endeavors from studying Limudai Torah, to Jewish summer camps, to Israel gap year programs, to high
level sporting activities.

Over the years, our four scholarship funds— the Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah, the Joseph
Smith Sports Achievement Award, the Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund and the David and Sandra
Anisman Israel Fund—have assisted 100s of Beth Emeth members. We have supported future Rabbis,
community leaders, teachers and more.

We continue to encourage all members to apply to our scholarship funds. Full descriptions of the funds
and applications are available online at beby.org/scholarships

Please remember, the sustainability of these funds is dependent on your support. When contributing to
the Synagogue, please consider donating to one of these funds to allow the Synagogue to award
scholarships to more of our deserving members.
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With the support of Beth Emeth, I had the opportunity to study in Israel at IDC Herzliya in the One Year MBA
program. This program not only featured multiple courses covering a wide variety of complex business
concepts, but also ethics and legal matters as well. It also provided me with the opportunity to work for a
great startup, Bricks Innovation, which is based in Tel Aviv. 
 
Beyond expanding my business knowledge, I wanted to take part in this program to network with young
professionals from all over the world and develop myself as a leader. Besides the multiple group projects
and assignments in the course, there was one specific situation that really impacted me with regards to this
topic. As many people know, there was quite a crisis in Israel this past May, with over 3000 rockets fired into
the country; this conflict inspired multiple actions of leadership within our program. From collecting donations
for IDF soldiers, to working on a campaign to combat anti-Israel behaviour online, to just simply checking on
friends to make sure they’re OK, these initiatives truly brought our community together. They also taught me
that effective leadership cannot simply be measured by dollars and cents, but by the impact one makes on
his or her community at large. As someone who grew up in the Beth Emeth community, I surely learned
about the importance of helping others and taking initiative to do so. 
As I establish myself as an up-and-coming business professional, 
I hope to take this in mind in order to develop myself as a well-rounded 
individual who my shul community can be very proud of.
 
I am very grateful for the Beth Emeth Anisman Scholarship committee 
for selecting me for this generous grant, and for helping to make this 
enriching experience possible!
 
Sincerely, 
Seth Kerzner



Mazel Tov on the following:

Births

B'nai Mitzvah

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
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Mazel tov on the birth of NOAH AARON, son of Michal Sheinis & Elliott Cohen, grandson of  Janna & Joseph
Sheinis and Susan & Lawrence (Boody) Cohen, great-grandson of Alla & Efim Sheinis, Frida ז״ל & Arkadi ז״ל
Belianski, Ethel ז״ל & Leon ז״ל Rotberg, Sylvia ז״ל & Sonnee ז״ל  Cohen

Mazel tov on the birth of JOEY ADAM, son of Marissa & Aubrey Cohen, grandson of Marla Kleinberg &
Michael Kleinberg ז״ל and Susan & Lawrence (Boody) Cohen, great- grandson of Sam Kleinberg & Francis
Kleinberg ז״ל, Esther ז״ל  & Morris ז״ל   Litovitz, Ethel ז״ל  & Leon ז״ל  Rotberg,  Sylvia ז״ל  & Sonnee ז״ל
Cohen

Mazel Tov to Carolyn Berbrayer & Hartley Jafine on the birth of their son, MILO SULLIVAN. Brother to Sadie
Harlow. Grandson to Nancy & David Berbrayer and Brian and the late Sally Jafine. Great-grandson to Claire
Jafine

Mazel Tov to Noah Clayman, son of Heather & Jeffrey Clayman, brother of Amanda, grandson of Irene &
Howard Alpert, and Bluma & Leonard Clayman

Mazel Tov to Matthew & Karin Schwartz on the birth of their daughter, ARIA SARAH.  Sister to Skylar.
Granddaughter to Bernie & Riva Schwartz, Uri Kronenblut and Ronit Blay & Avi Nachmias. Great-
granddaughter to Ruth Schwartz, Esther Gasner, Hava Kronenblut and Alex Blay.  Lovingly remembered at
this time are Morris Schwartz ז״ל and William Gasner ז״ל

Mazel Tov to Hayley & Jordan Finewax on the birth of their daughter, SYDNEY BROOKE. Granddaughter of
Carol & Jeff Finewax and Sari & Ron Goldenberg. Great-granddaughter of  Rebecca Moscoe, Lea Moscoe,
Mort Lightstone, and Shirley Finewax. Lovingly remembered at this time are Sydney Moscoe ז״ל, Irving
Finewax ז״ל, Bernie ז״ל & Tobie Steinberg ז״ל , and Molly ז״ל  & Harry Goldenberg ז״ל 

Mazel Tov to Faith Feldman–Stoppel & Daniel Stoppel on the birth of their daughter, MILLY MAPLE. Sister of
Stella Sage. Granddaughter of Brenda & Fred Stoppel, and Debbie & Gary Feldman. Great-granddaughter of
Belle Feldman

Mazel Tov to Shira Yufe & Marc Kirshenbaum on the birth of their daughter, JADE AMY.  Granddaughter of
Dorit & Robert Yufe and Rodi and Howie Kirshenbaum. Great-granddaughter to Lorna Yufe and Manuel Yufe
and Faith and Jerry Dubisky ז״ל and Jacob Toporek ז״ל Lilly ,ז״ל

Mazel Tov to Rochelle Derlick & Jason Gregor on the birth of their son THEODORE SHIA. Grandson of Sonda
& George Gregor and Debra ז״ל  and Martin Derlick



Engagements

Weddings

Mazel Tov to Janet & Peter Fabri on the engagement of their daughter, Tracy Lauren Fabri to Justin Myles
Kirshenbaum, son of Howie and Rodi Kirshenbaum. Granddaughter of Daniel Bendon. Grandson of Faith and
Jerry Dubisky. Lovingly remembered this time are Ella Bendon ז״ל, Tibor ז״ל and Eva Fabri ז״ל and Sol ז״ל
and Anne Kirshenbaum ז״ל

Mazel Tov to Allen & Linda Kichler on the engagement of their daughter, Sari Kichler to Tal Sahar, son of
Joseph (Yossi) and the late Louise Sahar ז״ל 

Mazel Tov Carol & Jeff Finewax on the engagement of their son, Zachary Finewax to Skylar Howard. A June
2022 wedding in Ouray, Colorado is planned

Mazel Tov to Rosemary (Cookie) Cohen on the engagement of her granddaughter, Lindsay Cohen, daughter
of Eric Cohen and Joy Kaufman, to Jamie Cole, son of Bruce Cole and Robin Drutz Cole.  Lovingly
remembered at this time is Mervyn Cohen ז״ל

Mazel Tov to Claire Priemer, daughter of David & Karine Priemer. Granddaughter of Les & Rona Priemer and
Tom & Batya Klement. Great-granddaughter of Pauline Priemer. Lovingly remembered at this time are Irving
Priemer ז״ל, Sollie ז״ל and Sylvia ז״ל  Finklestein, Michel ז״ל  and Nelly ז״ל  Ostrovsky, and Paul ז״ל  and
Viola ז״ל Klement

Mazel Tov to Ryan Gordon, son of Dayle & Elliot. Brother of Maryn. Grandson of Paul & Annie Eisner and
Rosalie Gordon and Phil Gordon ז״ל. Lovingly remembered at this time are great-grandparents Sally ז״ל &
Leon Eisner ז״ל 

Mazel Tov to Saul & Carol York on the engagement of their son, Jonathan, to Kasey, daughter of Jeff and
Lynda Peters. Mazel Tov to grandmothers Molly Hellen, Merle Peters and Marg Honest. Lovingly remembered
at this time are Alex and Fay York ז״ל, Harry Hellen ז״ל, Max Peters ז״ל and Sid Honest ז״ל

Mazel Tov to Gabriela Israel, daughter of Shoshana & Roberto Israel.  Sister of Jordyn. Granddaughter of
Rony & Rodica Israel, and Marlene Horenfeldt & the late Marvin (Moe) Horenfeldt  ז״ל 

Mazel Tov to Judy & Howard Fineberg on the engagement of their daughter Michelle, to Alan Hudes, son of
Myrna Pearlmutter & Nelson Hudes, grandson of Norma Hudes. Lovingly remembered at this time are Mary ז״ל
& Irving Parl ז״ל, Helen ז״ל & Samuel Fineberg ז״ל, Clara ז״ל & Max Pearlmutter ז״ל and Harvey Hudes ז״ל

Mazel Tov to William Zosky on the recent marriage of his granddaughter, Jaclyn Zosky to Avraham Lugassy. 
 Proud parents Helen & Malcolm Zosky and Yaelle & Sidney Lugassy.  Lovingly remembered at this time are
Adele Zosky ז״ל and Jenny ז״ל and Jack Lichtenstein ז״ל  
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Nachas

Dorothy Shoom ז״ל

Alvin Abram ז״ל,  father of Jason Abram

Harold Zeldin ז״ל, father of Michael Zeldin

Janet Schreiber ז״ל

Eddie Machtinger ז״ל, father of Arnold Machtinger

Rachelle Switzman ז״ל, mother of Carly Fogel, Jordana Grant, Jesse Switzman

Maurice Druck ז״ל, husband of Susan Druck

Deenie Benaim ז״ל, daughter of Shirley Margel, sister of Shelley Shields

Irving Barmack ז״ל, husband of Lillian Barmack, father of Susan Snow

Rose Forgang ז״ל, mother of Andrea Kirshenblatt

Barbara Shifman ז״ל, sister of Shelley Shifman 

Grace Taylor ז״ל, mother of Donna Wygodny

Simone Herman ז״ל, wife of Larry Herman, mother of Ashley Herman, Dayna Herman, sister of Sheila Alexander

Sandor (Sam) Grad ז״ל, father of Alan Grad

Saul Carr ז״ל, father of Terry Carr

BEREAVEMENTS

May their memories be a blessing

Mazel Tov to Zachary Finewax, son of Carol & Jeff Finewax, on completing his dissertation and receiving his
Ph.D. in Chemistry, CU-Boulder in March 2020. Zachary is currently a Research Scientist at N.O.A.A. in
Boulder, Colorado

Mazel Tov to Seth Harrison Kerzner on graduating his Master of Business Administration (MBA) program,
receiving highest of distinction honors from Reichman University (formerly IDC Herzliya, Israel). Proud
parents are Rochelle & Michael Kerzner and grandparents Max & Dolly Kerzner and Barbara ז״ל & Norton
Grimson ז״ל 

Mazel Tov to William Zosky on his recent 95th birthday.  With love from his family

Mazel Tov to Allan & Denise Land on the recent marriage of their daughter, Stephanie Land to Richie
Saltzman, son of Brian & Cindi Saltzman. Granddaughter of Violet Stanich. Grandson of Betty Gelman.
Lovingly remembered at this time are Sam ז״ל & Sophie Land ז״ל, Lou Stanich ז״ל, Jack ז״ל & Rochelle ז״ל
Saltzman, Susan Weinberg ז״ל and Sam Gelman ז״ל
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As overwhelmed and disconnected as many of us
feel because of the pandemic, now in its fourth
wave, I thought I would offer some personal
reflections on why membership in our Synagogue
matters, especially to my family.

Looking back on the time since our lives changed
in March 2020, I believe that our stories were by a
grace of G-d, if there ever was one.   Our story that
has brought us from March 2020 to these days
was as they say a sequence of chance events that
could have gone one way or the other, a direction
that has for many of us altered our family lives as
we once remembered them.  

To be honest, looking backwards, I think we knew
it then, and how life can change in the blink of an
eye.   Suffice to say we are all living by a thread.  

Many of us feel that we have been living our lives
sleep walking, and into the belief that how things
appear is how things will always be, until that
seismic moment arrives, and we are shocked out
of our complacency. Our world comes with no
promises, it is a cauldron of unfortunate chaos, that
can bubble over at any moment, and the trajectory
of our existence re written at anytime.  On Rosh
Hoshana, Ha Yom Harat Olam, we were reminded
that our world was created on the establishment of
the foundation of To’Hu Va’Vohu – an empty void,
and our biblical story of creation is not merely to
describe G-d’s hand in fashioning a perfect
universe but also to contain the chaos and to keep
the levy from breaking.  

Today in 2021, in many respects may have looked
like the times faced by earlier generations,
especially those who founded our Synagogue in
the 1950’s and understanding that today we need
ever so urgently to know how best to navigate a
world of chaos built into creation.  This year, rife
with pandemic, war, hurricane, flood, fire, there is
something so very biblical for everyone.  This year
especially it is the fear of the not knowing.  

WHY OUR MEMBERSHIP MATTERS?

Michael S. Kerzner served as president of 
Beth Emeth from 2015-2017

Our lives are indeed like theirs of limited
determinant length, that one day we can be here
and the next day not, and that the central prayer of
the Untanef Tokef, reminds us again that we are all
like Isaac bound on the alter, unsure if the angel
will arrive on time or at all.  

Going back to the pandemic, it has definitely cast a
spotlight on the character of our existence.  Life is
precious, existence is unstable so how we live our
lives with desperate intentions, is now more
important than ever.  

For my family, we sincerely miss the interaction
obtained by simply coming into the doors of our
synagogue, the hugs and handshakes.   We miss
our Beth Emeth family very much, and feel that our
predecessors who planted the seeds that allowed
our congregation to grow, would have wanted us to
live life with urgency and intensity wrapped around
the pillars they held dear when they consecrated
our Kehilla, Torah, Avodah and Gemilut
Chassidim. 

They would want us to learn, pray and sing as they
envisioned some 65 years ago – Hinei Matov –
how good it is that brethren can with the gift of life,
love, laugh, give and forgive, and make these
moments really count, and that as we say, Ye Hee
Adonai Emach,  G-d will be with us wherever we
go.

Simply put, we stand with our synagogue, it is part
of who we are.
   
Warmly, 
Michael S. Kerzner
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Dear Friends,

I would like to share an update regarding the conversations taking place with Adath Israel and
other conservative synagogues. About 2 years ago, we at the Beth Emeth began speaking with
other congregations about how to chart the best course forward for our members, and the greater
Jewish community.  At a time when every religion is questioning its ability to attract congregants
back to their buildings, let alone in convincing the next generation the importance of participating in
Jewish customs and identity, we felt it was important to meet and lay out a framework for our
collective future. 

After much consideration, strength in numbers is the approach we have chosen to pursue to
inspire everyone to come to the table. Our collaboration in the education of our children and
grandchildren, and the co-sponsoring of adult education programs will ensure that hundreds will
benefit not just dozens. Youth, young family programs, and clergy programs will also guarantee
better programs and results.

Our hope is we will partner with many conservative synagogues to create a sustainable
conservative presence in the community, one that will allow us to reduce costs for our children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Our goal is to invest in our future.

To be clear, it is not our intent to change the traditional practice of our synagogue or change the
practice of others, rather find a way to coexist and flourish together in multiple services.

Allan Snow and Eric Goldberg

ADATH ISRAEL UPDATE

 CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
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SPONSORSHIPS
Honour your loved ones and your family milestones 

with a sponsorship at Beth Emeth.
 

Weekday services $54

Kabbalat Shabbat / Havdallah $72

Shabbat morning services $108

Congregational Kiddush $360 
 

Visit beby.org/form/sponsor or call the office
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Aleph Beit Chadash is back in the Beth Emeth building every Sunday morning.  We are excited to
be back together to engage in Jewish learning.  November was Holocaust Education month and
our older students have been learning about Jewish history and discussing antisemitism today. 
 This learning is incredibly important in the development of a strong, proud, Jewish identity.  

Our students continue to develop their ability to read and write Hebrew.  They engage in dynamic
programming to bring the lessons of the Torah to life by examining the relevance of the stories to
our lives today.  They have been thoroughly enjoying the integrated drama approach to learning
the stories from the Torah and then critically investigating connections to these stories in their
own lives.  

We have some exciting programming coming up in the new year. Students preparing for Bar
Mitzvahs will be creating their own yad for their big day.  Also, students will prepare for Passover
by designing their own Matzah covers. 

Our school is slowly growing and we always welcome new students to our learning community.  
If you know of any Jewish child in your family or among your friends who would like to join our
program there is still space. Please have them contact schooldirector@beby.org.

Happy Chanukah from the staff and students at Aleph Beit Chadash!

Shauna Small
School Director

ALEPH BEIT CHADASH SCHOOL

Students created personalized Chanukkiahs
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We hope you are all doing well. Since our last Kesher publication, BEBY Booomer’s committee has hosted
two fun programs and we have two more programs scheduled to round off the year.

On July 25th, the Boomer Committee featured Marjorie Moulin who presented “Laughing Yoga - The Art of
Laughing for No Reason”.  We learned that Laughing Yoga is a modern exercise involving prolonged
voluntary laughter and is based on the belief that voluntary laughter provides similar physiological and
psychological benefits as spontaneous laughter. As Marjorie introduced us to various laughing techniques,
we found our laughter turn into real and contagious laughter!  Great fun was had by all!

On September 2nd, we featured a Rosh Hashanah cooking demo - “A Sephardic Holiday “, with Margie
Arosh.  Margie is a Red Seal certified Chef from George Brown College of Culinary Arts and owner of
Margie’s Kitchen as well as Director of Kadima, a special needs adult program. The sumptuous dishes
prepared by Margie included Sephardic Gefilte Fish Balls in Tomato Sauce, Couscous Royals, and Honey
Nut Biscotti. All delicious!  If you missed the demo and would like a copy of the recipes, please feel free to
reach out to us.

On Tuesday, November 23rd, the Boomer Committee looks forward to featuring Rabbi Jennifer Gorman
who will speak on Today’s Masorti Movement” in Israel. This will be followed in December by a virtual tour of
the Bata Museum with Mitchell Daniels on Sunday, December 5th. Two programs you will not want to miss!!  
Don’t forget to register.

On behalf of the BEBY Boomer Committee, we extend our wishes to you and your families for a bright and
meaningful Chanukah. “May you have the spirit of Chanukah which is Peace, the gladness of Chanukah
which is Hope and the heart of Chanukah which is Love.”

Marlene White and Ruth Gilbert
Co-chairs, BEBY Boomer Committee

BEBY BOOMERS
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We are so happy to report that our Chesed Knitters group returned to the synagogue on November 8.
Sitting with a mask on is not the most comfortable but is a small price to pay to be able to be together.
We were all so thrilled to return to some sort of normalcy.

If you are interested in joining our group, we meet every Monday morning at 10:00 AM in the Tessler
Lounge. Of course, everyone must be double vaccinated, present their vaccination certificate and wear a
mask at all times while in the building. 

We have a number of hats ready for soldiers in the IDF, so if you are travelling to Israel, will be in
Jerusalem or Efrat, and have room in your luggage, please contact the shul and we will arrange to get
the hats to you. 

We are continuing to knit blankets for children in emergency shelters through The Krinkle project and are
also distributing blankets to children in the Far North. Check out Pickle Lake on the map, 6 hours by car
north of Thunder Bay, and that is close to where the community of Mishkeegogamang is situated. The
population numbers about 1200. There is only one elementary school on the reserve, and all of the
students eventually have to leave in order to further their education. The elementary school is fairly new,
but with a school population of about 200 students, the school is already at capacity. Einat Bigler, who
worked in the synagogue office and is now teaching on the reserve, is working tirelessly to support the
children and their families and is starting a quilting/crocheting club for students so that they can make
blankets, hats and scarves for themselves, the younger students and the elders. Her plan is also to
make a classroom quilt. We are organizing a zoom conference with the students, which will be very
exciting for all involved. 

Your generous donations are used to purchase synthetic yarn and needles for our projects. You can
donate through the synagogue website or by calling the office. We welcome anyone who is interested in
joining us, be they members of the synagogue or not. We can help you learn to knit or crochet if you
don’t know how. 

On behalf of the Chesed knitters, 
I want to with you and your 
families a very Happy Chanukah.

Eleanor Minuk

CHESED KNITTERS

We would like to acknowledge the tireless work that Sally Golan has done on behalf of our group over the
past many years, from collecting and washing all the knitted items to tagging them with our name plates.
Thank you, Sally, for championing our efforts. You are a big part of why we are such a “close-knit" group! 
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Chag Sameach to everyone as we celebrate Chanukah and the joyous times when families
gather around the menorah and enjoy plates of latkes and sufganiyot.  All of these important
ingredients blend together to make this annual celebration a special time for families and friends.

In a way that is very similar to our approach at Continuing Education.  When we put together a
program that reaches out to a range of ages with a topic that touches friends and family we are
helping to bring people together.  Over the last few months we have presented programs from
Siona Benjamin about Jewish art that grew out of her Muslim surroundings in India.  The essence
of beauty and creativity brought us closer to our traditions.  There were two wonderful programs
that involved the Wierzbniker Society which also brought us closer to our essence.  The Haskara
in October paid tribute to the fallen and displaced townspeople during a fateful time in the Shoah.  
Each year the Society presents a solemn memorial to those relatives and friends who were
murdered long ago because they were Jews.  We continued that theme later with the virtual tour
of the Anne Frank House directly from Amsterdam.  Combined with a new book, All About Anne,
we were given the special opportunity to learn more about this exceptional girl and feel the strain
and hardship that hiding for two years created.  There are two wonderful books that emerged from
these two programs, Under The Iron Bridge and All About Anne.  Both books are published by
Second Story Press and they are available from the synagogue office.

Several times in the last few months we have collaborated with the Music Committee to bring you
into a world of music and entertainment.  First came Dr. Mike Daley and his expose on Frank
Sinatra.  That program was followed by part 3 of Dr. Norman Zinman’s study of Jewish celebrities
and other connections.  Make sure you tune in for our next segment to learn more about the life
and times of Danny Kaye.  We will be bringing back Daniel Ehrlich for two programs about Israel,
one on a Sunday and the other on a Tuesday afternoon.  We look forward to seeing you at our
upcoming programs.

Remember, all of our events are a click away on zoom as we wait for the time when we can again
gather at Beth Emeth and share these experiences in-person.  All you need to do is check the
beby.org website for all upcoming programs and then register to get the zoom link.  Then just sit
back and enjoy the wide variety of learning and entertaining features we are always developing
for you.  If you missed or want to see a program many of them can be viewed as they are located
in the archives section under the Programming list on the website.

On behalf of the entire Committee we would like to thank you for enjoying our presentations and
encouraging us to bring you more.  Best wishes to everyone for a Happy Chanukah and winter
season.  No matter whether you are here in Toronto or somewhere warm and sunny, be our guest
and tune in regularly.

Perry Davis and Marlene White  

CONTINUING EDUCATION
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Helping Shul Members and the Community
Hopefully we are seeing the extreme measures taken for the covid pandemic coming to an end. 
 There is still a need to be cautious before we can resume traditional Chesed Committee activities
such as visiting the bereaved, collecting food and other items for the food bank, and visiting those
in need of visitors.

Members of the Chesed Committee continue to reach out to Beth Emeth seniors to keep in touch
and to see how they are coping.  Our members are truly appreciative of this outreach.  We are
available to contact others in our community in need of social contact by telephone.

Virtual Coffee and Conversation on zoom is an initiative of the Chesed Committee and BEBY as a
place for members to get together and connect and chat.  We continue to meet twice weekly and
hope to see you at one of our sessions.

The Chesed Committee, on behalf of Beth Emeth, acknowledges individual birthdays and
anniversaries with a personal phone call. 

If you are able, you may want to consider donations to one of Beth Emeth chesed activities such as
Chanukah Toy Drive, Chesed, or Out of the Cold.

We have a group of dedicated volunteers who are available to provide much needed support to our
members at all ages and stages of life.

Please contact the shul if you would like a member of the Chesed Committee to contact you:
• In times of illness
• In times of bereavement
• In times of loneliness
• Who need emotional and social 
assistance

You can call the shul office or email us 
at chesed@beby.org

Helen Katz 
Marty Keshen Chesed Committee Chair

is a youth-led pen pal program bringing comfort,
connection and a reason to smile to seniors, especially

those living in long term care. 
 

To learn more, register a student, or make a donation visit -  
livingjewishly.org/ps-i-love-you/

MARTY KESHEN CHESED COMMITTEE
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GREENING COMMITTEE

CHANUKAH 202128

Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World, one of Judaism’s core principles is also a current focus for
global leaders as countries worldwide cope with climate change and its impacts of changing
weather patterns, extreme weather events, increased carbon emissions while striving to decrease
the use of fossil fuels as the main source for providing energy. 

At the time of the Chanukah story, in 167 BCE, Judea was a major producer of the main natural
resource for light: olive oil. We know that King Antiochus, the Syrian-Greek ruler of Judea banned
Jews from practicing Judaism. After a three year battle, under the leadership of Judah Maccabbee,
our Jewish people regained control of Jerusalem and the rededication of the Temple. A miracle
occurred when oil which should have lasted one day, lasted eight days. 

Today, there is a shift and transition from using fossil fuels to using renewable energy to preserve
the earth for future generations. Similarly we can find ways to rededicate our lives to the values of
our Jewish traditions such as Tikkun Olam.   

On October 31st, 2021, leaders from 200 different countries gathered in Glasgow, Scotland for the
Climate Summit Conference, responding to our earth’s global Code Red: the impacts of climate
change on our world today, tomorrow and into the future of our children and grandchildren striving
to recommend an accelerated climate action plan to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. Doing so
to work out a plan for decreasing and divesting from the use of fossil fuels world-wide with the goal
of achieving a low-carbon, healthy, equitable future. 

Energy efficiency is the fastest, cheapest, and largest single resource solution for simultaneously
saving energy, saving money, and preventing GHG emissions. 

Be energy efficient while preparing for safety and security during any extreme weather event such
as having back up lighting available, turning lights off when not in use, cars tuned up and operating
at optimal efficiency with an emergency kit in our cars and our homes. 

We are all experiencing the longer darkness of days that are shorter and shorter and the blackness
of nights that are longer and longer. Into this darkness, we illuminate the darkness with our
Chanukah candles for all to see and experience that our candles are brightening up the night. This
monumental festivity of rededication and miracles include the marvel of purified oil which was
supposed to last only one night, astonishingly lasting for eight nights.

How can each of us, making small changes to our daily practices, achieve enduring positive
environmental impacts that illuminate the darkness? 



Long before Earth Day, Judaism celebrated the importance of trees with The New Year for trees,
Tu B’Shevat. Acknowledging how beneficial and vital trees are, Torah is also likened to Eitz Chaim,
the Tree of Life. 

Tu B’Shevat takes place on Monday, January 17, 2022 and gives us the hope that spring is on its
way. Our lives, similar to trees, have cycles. In Israel, trees including the almond tree are
blossoming. Trees, which were barren, make a comeback. Our Tu B’Shevat program will take place
on Monday, January 17 at 5:30 PM . Our special guest and co-facilitator is Rabbi Ellen Bernstein,
author of Ecology & the Jewish Spirit and The Promise of the Land.

Mel and I wish you and your families a fraylichen Chanukah and joyous Tu B’Shevat and look
forward to once again feeling the joy of personally connecting with each of you at various Beth
Emeth programs and activities.  For now, we will participate in programming by zoom. United
together, our Beth Emeth family is a respected leader and role-model for environmental
stewardship through our greening programs and practices. 

Hilda Swirsky, RN,BScN, MEd
Chair of Greening Committee 
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HOLOCAUST EDUCATION

In honour of Holocaust Education
week, on Wednesday, November 10,
we hosted our first in-person event in
the Synagogue in 20 months. The
Holocaust Education committee
presented Kristallnacht to honour
Beth Emeth Holocaust survivors and
their families. A big thank you to Ella
Jacobs and Joan Segal for arranging
this special evening.
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To zoom or not to zoom. That is the question! The Library committee has wonderful programs set up and
will make decisions close to the date of each session as to whether we will meet in the synagogue (and offer
zoom simultaneously) or remain on zoom only. 

Many thanks again to Baycrest, Viva Thornhill Woods Retirement Community and to Kensington Place for
their generous sponsorships which enabled us to provide previous programs to you.

Remember that you can always revisit any of our presentations by accessing the Video Program Archives
section on the Programming tab of the menu bar on the synagogue website. 

As our library has been closed for the past several years, we have not reviewed any new books. However,
there are two important recent publications that would be excellent Chanukah gifts. The first is Noa Tishby’s
Israel: A Simple Guide to the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth. Tishby provides a balanced view of
Israeli history and, most importantly, the facts that refute the vitriol which is currently presented in the media
against Israel. The conversational style of the book belies the significance of this publication, which should be
in the hands of everyone who is confronted by antisemitism, especially college and university students who
may not be aware of the insidious backing of many of the groups propagating lies about Israel.

The second must-read non-fiction publication is Dora Horn’s People Love Dead Jews: Reports from a
Haunted Present. In it, Horn explains the reasons some dead Jews are venerated by society while others are
not. Her observations and conclusions provide insightful commentary into how anti-Semitic narratives have
become insinuated into Western consciousness.
 
Happy Chanukah and best to all your families from the Library Committee.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

We look forward to sharing the following programs with you over the next several
months:
Sunday, December 12, 10:00 AM – Books and Bagels - Dr. Sylvia Solomon returns
to share with us another great trial that changed the course of history. This time her
focus is on the Trial of Leo Frank, who was tried and convicted of a murder he could
not have committed and was subsequently lynched. 

Sunday, January 16, 10:00 AM – Books and Bagels - Ariana Neumann will be
zooming from London, England to share with us the fascinating details about her
journey of discovery into her personal family background as outlined in her book
When Time Stopped.  

Thursday, February 10 - Lunch and Literature - 1:00 start of lunch if we are in the
shul and able to serve food and 1:30 if we are zooming – Jacqueline Saper will be
talking about her book From Miniskirt to Hijab. Sapir is a world renown author and
speaker who will detail her experiences as a Jew in Iran before and after the Iranian
Revolution. Thank you to our generous sponsors: Viva Thornhill Woods Retirement
Community, Move by Design, Thornhill Naturopath, The Weinstein Family Fund and
BEBY Brotherhood. 



WIERZBNIKER SOCIETY 

On August 29, 2021, the Society and Beth
Emeth held a cemetery memorial service in
remembrance of the Holocaust and more
specifically our Wierzbniker families who were
killed during that time. Rabbi Howard Morrison
officiated

This has been a busy few months for the
Wierzbniker Society as we celebrate,
memorialize, and educate in keeping with the long
term goals of the Society.

We celebrated 3 years of being under the Beth
Emeth umbrella.  It has been a very challenging 3
years with Covid and the loss of several
members; however, we thank Beth Emeth for
working to embrace and further our goals.

We memorialized at two events.  We held our 
 memorial at Bathurst Lawn Cemetery to
remember those murdered during Holocaust on
August 29th. Allan Snow, our  President attended
and Rabbi Morrison officiated.  It was live
streamed courtesy of Steeles Memorial Chapel
for those that could not attend in person.

We also held our annual "Haskara" via zoom on
October 24th. The October date is chosen to
coincide as closely as possible with October 27,
1942 when most residents of Wierzbnik were sent
by train to Treblinka and murdered.

We educated at two wonderful Zoom events made
possible through the extraordinary Margie Wolfe,
Publisher at Second Story Press and a
Wierzbniker. The Wierzbniker Society committee
worked closely with BEBY Continuing education to
make these two events  a success.

We had award winning author Kathy Kacer
discussing her book Under the Iron Bridge telling
the important story about German youth
resistance to Hitler and the Nazis.

Then two weeks later we were privileged to have
The Anne Frank House in Amsterdam give a
virtual tour of the Anne Frank House. The Anne
Frank House's Menno Metselaar has written a
book called  All About Anne published by Second
Story Press.
 
Both these books are available through the shul
office, Second Story Press, Amazon, Indigo and
booksellers everywhere.

Happy Chanukah to Wierzbnikers and the BEBY
family.
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FARBAND OF LITHUANIA SOCIETY 

On Sunday, September 12, 2021, the Farband of Lithuania Society held their annual
Haskarah.  Rabbi Morrison officiated. 

Wishing all our

friends at Beth

Emeth a Happy

Chanukah! 

 
The Farband of

Lithuania Society



It’s hard to believe that the Annual Chanukah Toy Drive, chaired by our mom, Rochelle Kerzner, has been
running for 17 years now, and has continued to grow in its success! Over the years, hundreds of toy and
monetary donations have been contributed by Beth Emeth members, family, and friends. The Toy Drive
certainly wouldn’t be successful for all these years without all of you! 
 
As we are in the midst of the fall season, we are proud to lead the campaign for this year’s Chanukah Toy
Drive! Due to COVID-19, no toys will be collected in the synagogue bin this year. 
 
If you would like to support Beth Emeth and Chai Lifeline, we’ve made donating this year easier than ever!
Just type the link (www.beby.org/chanukah-toy-drive) to donate or call the synagogue office to donate! Think
of the joy that you will be giving a child/teen this Chanukah!
 
The Toy Drive is really a labour of love for all of us in the Kerzner Family; we look forward to leading it this
year and for many years to come! As this year’s Toy Drive campaign commences, we remember our Bubbie
Barbara Frances ז״ל and our Zaidy Norton Lorne Grimson ז״ל, who are looking down with smiles on their
faces and are very proud of our accomplishments! 
 
Let’s make this year’s Chanukah Toy Drive bigger and better than ever!
 
Chag S’meach!
Seth, Aaron, and Shaina Kerzner 
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1 lb. sweet potatoes, peeled (2–3 potatoes)

1/2 cup crushed graham crackers (4–5 crackers)

1/4 cup brown sugar

2 eggs

1 tsp ground cinnamon

1/2 tsp salt

1/2 cup oil

1 cup mini marshmallows

1/2 cup chocolate chips

candy dreidels

 RECIPES

FAMILY FUN!FAMILY FUN!

Jumbo marshmallows

Stick pretzels

Nutella or frosting

Chocolate kisses

Push a pretzel into the flat side of the

marshmallow, sticking it in as far as you can

without puncturing the opposite side.

Spread a small amount of Nutella or frosting

onto the base of a chocolate kiss. Use the

Nutella as “glue” to attach the kiss to the flat

end of the marshmallow.

Use cake decorating gel to write one of the

four Hebrew dreidel letters onto the surface

of the marshmallow

1.

2.

3.

S'MORES LATKES

Peel and grate sweet potatoes. Place the shredded sweet

potatoes in a cheese cloth or dish towel and squeeze out

any excess liquid.

Add the sweet potatoes, graham cracker, brown sugar,

eggs, cinnamon and salt together in a mixing bowl and stir

until all of the sweet potatoes are covered.

Heat the oil in a frying pan over medium heat for 2-3

minutes. Line a baking sheet with paper towels and top with

a metal cooling rack. 

Scoop the latke batter using a 1/4-cup measuring cup and

squeeze out the latke of any liquid so you get a crunchy

latke. Carefully drop the latkes into the hot oil and fry for 1-2

minutes per side for a golden crust.

Place the cooked latkes on the cooling rack. When all of the

latkes are cooked, preheat the oven to broil. Place 4-5 mini

marshmallows on top of each latke then broil the latkes for 1

minute to toast the marshmallows.

Melt the chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl for 1 minute,

stir until smooth and drizzle the chocolate over the latkes. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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 Reni Cuperfain 

Mock Chopped Liver2 tsp oil
2 large onions sliced2 - 3 tbsp vegetable broth

1 pint sliced mushrooms  (about  2 packages)

2 hard boiled eggs2 tbsp finely ground walnuts or almonds

Salt and pepper to taste
Fry the onions in the oil until nicely

browned. If they start to stick add a little

broth to the panAdd mushrooms and sauté til nicely

browned
When cool combine everything in the food

processorDecorate as you wish

1.

2.

3.

4.

       *this does not freeze well Wishing everyone a Happy Chanukah 
and stay safe!

This is our grandson Ari's favourite appetizer when he

comes on Shabbat, and I always make a double, or

even a triple and he has some to take home with him.
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