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ABOUT CHANUKAH
Chanukah begins the evening of Thursday, December 10
and concludes on Friday, December 18, 2020.
Observances & Traditions
The menorah, in many designs and forms, has been used by Jews
wherever they have settled. Its light has become a symbol of
G-d’s presence, of joy, of spirituality, of righteousness. The
Chanukah menorah reminds us of a heroic past and sustains
faith in the future. In its reflection, adults forget their fears and
children hear the tale of the miracles and valour of the heroes
who had died for the faith of their people. Its lights are a symbol
of liberation and of the inalienable right of human beings to
live and worship in freedom.

“In the days of the High Priest Mattathias, son of Yohanan of
the Hasmonean family, a cruel power rose up against the
people of Israel, demanding the abandonment of the Torah
and the violation of G-d’s commandments. In Your abundant
mercy, You stood by Your people in their time of distress. You
championed their cause, vindicated their rights, and avenged
their suffering. You delivered the strong into the hands of the
weak, the many into the hands of the few, the corrupt into the
hands of the innocent, the wicked into the hands of the just, and
the arrogant into the hands of those devoted to Your Torah.
Thus, You revealed Your Glory and holiness in the world, while
bringing a mighty deliverance to Your people Israel. Then Your
children came into Your Temple, purified Your sanctuary,
kindled the lights in Your sacred courts, and established these
eight days of Chanukah in gratitude and praise.”
(From the Siddur)

Kindling the Menorah
Kindling the lights each night of the chag (festival) is the central
religious observance of Chanukah.
The lights are to be lit after sundown, or as soon thereafter as
the entire family has gathered. On Friday night, the menorah is
lit before the Shabbat candles, even though it is not yet
sundown. On Saturday night, the menorah is lit after Havdalah.
The candles must be large enough, or oil sufficient enough, to
burn for at least half an hour. The candles are added to the
menorah from right to left. On the first night one candle is lit, on
the second night two, and so forth on each consecutive night
until all eight are lit. The new candle is always lit first, so the
candles are lit from left to right. An extra candle, the Shamash,
is placed apart from the others. It is used specifically for
kindling the other candles.
The lighted menorah should be placed near a window so the
burning candles may be seen by all. The light of the Chanukah
menorah may not be used for reading, work, or any other
purpose. All the candles must be allowed to burn out
completely.
We kindle these lights to commemorate the miracles and the
miraculous victories wrought through the holy priests for our
forefathers in ancient days at this season.
These lights are sacred through all the eight days of Chanukah.
We may not put them to ordinary use, but are to look upon them
and thus be reminded to thank and praise G-d for the wondrous
miracle of our deliverance.

Traditions At Chanukah
Game playing is an integral part of the Chanukah tradition. It is
said to have originated during the Maccabean struggle as a
method of subterfuge. A decree of Antiochus forbade the study
of Torah and was enforced by inspections of homes of those
suspected of disobedience. Therefore, while studying the Holy
Books, cards were dealt out before each student – ready to be
played when and if the need arose. The dreydel also provided
the excuse of a friendly game of chance in the event of a
surprise inspection.
Several types of foods are prepared traditionally to celebrate
Chanukah. The tradition of eating cheese delicacies goes back
beyond the 14th century. Latkes (pancakes) made with cheese
were used which developed into the custom of eating latkes of
all kinds. During the Middle Ages, the tradition of eating
cheese was associated with the Story of Judith. Fried foods for
Chanukah are popular. In addition to potato latkes, which are a
favorite food of Jews of an Eastern European background,
pancakes, fritters, and fried pastries are also popular. In Israel
the favourite food for Chanukah is soufganiyot (doughnuts).
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RABBI HOWARD MORRISON
Dear Congregational Family,
For which miracle was Chanukah established as a
holiday? This is the question Rashi poses as his
interpretation on the Talmudic question, "What is
Chanukah?"
The Chanukah prayer "Al Hanisim - For the Miracles"
already suggests many miracles associated with the
holiday. These include the miracle of the oil lasting
eight days; the many falling into the hands of the few;
the victory over Hellenistic culture; the observation of
light dispelling darkness; the perpetuation of Judaism,
and more.
This year's Chanukah will be unprecedented, given the
pandemic which continues to surround us.
Nevertheless, we should try to enumerate the miracles
and great happenings for which we are grateful: our
health, our families, our homes, our safety, our being
able to connect through social media, our virtual
synagogue programming, our abilities to practice
Judaism freely, and more.
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While our shul will have on-line
programming, the privacy of the
home is the intended arena for
Chanukah observance. The
Mitzvah of lighting the
Chanukiah and showing it to
the world is observed from the
location of one's home.
This year, more than ever, let us be grateful for the
miracle of our homes and our families. Whether or not
public facilities are allowed to be open, it is the
celebration of Jewish pride from our homes which has
preserved the light of Judaism for thousands of years.
I wish everyone a safe and joyous Chanukah.
Chag Urim Sameach,
Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbim@beby.org

RABBI DAVID GRUNDLAND
This is a really dark time of year. The days are shorter, the weather is colder, and this year
especially, the pandemic is keeping us all inside. Most years, we naturally hibernate during
the winter months, spending more time indoors, but most years, we also create opportunities
to connect with others. Seeing each other at shul, in the hallways at school drop-off and
pick-up, socializing at other community events, and even spending time with friends
provide that respite from the darkness. Our connection to each other is the light that guides
us through the darkness of winter.
This year is different though. Our opportunities for the respite from the darkness and
isolation are limited. Our gatherings are few and far between and our connections beyond members of our household
are virtual, at best, and scarce at worst.
Enter Chanukah. Adam Sandler has “taught” us all that “Chanukah is the festival of lights; instead of one day of presents
we get eight craaaaaaaaaazy nights”. Chanukah is all about shining light into the darkness. At the darkest time of the
year, we slowly, one flame at a time, bring more light into the world. Every night of Chanukah, each of us, in our own
homes, adds light. Beyond that, the mitzvah of Chanukah is called pirsumei nissah – publicizing the miracle (Talmud,
Shabbat 23b). We put our lights by the window so we can each shine our own light, and that of our families, out to the
world at large.
Celebrating Chanukah by lighting the Chanukiah each night is truly symbolic of each of our needs and desires at this
moment, but it is only a symbol. The Chanukah lights are there to inspire each of us to act in a way that shines light to the
world. The Talmud (Pesachim 2a) teaches that to shine light we should each be contemplating how to improve the
world. Rabbi Kook explains (Arpilei Tohar/Mists of Purity pg.27-28) that when we see darkness in the world we must add
light. These teachings apply to ourselves, our households, our community, and in the world around us. Everyone of us, on
each level, has something unique to contribute. We each have a unique light to shine.
Chanukah is also unique. Until 1948, Chanukah was the ONLY Jewish holiday in our calendar that took place in the Land
of Israel. Israel, both the country and our people, are a light to the nations (Isaiah 42:6). Shining light is what we do as
Jews. It is the nature of individual and collective Jewish identities to do so and it is the nature of the Mitzvah of
Chanukah and of living Jewishly.
BEBY NEXTgen recently started hosting an all new Bnai Mitzvah Experience. The experience includes three units, the
first of which is now complete during which we spent four weeks connecting to the Land and Identity of Israel.
We took a virtual tour of Jerusalem, learned about the importance of Zionism to Jewish identity, and learned about
modern Israeli music, arts and culture, and explored the intricate links between Judaism and Israel. Finally, we
discussed how to integrate all of those concepts into our daily lives. Unit 2 will explore the Mitzvah in Bnai Mitzvah and
Unit 3 will explore Our Jewish Community.

CHANUKAH 2020
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We are all developing ways to shine light into the darkness. We are all developing ways to connect and to feel
connected. We are all in this together. We are creating more opportunities to connect virtually as a community.
We are here for you all, and with HaShem’s help, we will all shine enough light so that we can navigate and
overcome whatever darkness we are currently experiencing.
Chanukah Sameach!
Rabbi David Grundland
rabbidavid@beby.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
The first snow of the season had already fallen by the time I got around to cleaning up our
yard. While raking leaves I noticed a solitary rose still in bloom at the side of the house and
was struck by its beauty.
How had it lasted when everything else had long since withered?
It brought to mind the myriad challenges we've been dealing with throughout this year. Despite
all odds and obstacles, we have managed to find a way to hold services, offer a wide variety of
on-line programming and create opportunities for connection and engagement. As Jews have
always done, we made the best of a difficult situation. We have demonstrated our resiliency - just like that rose that
wasn't willing to give up. Life is always uncertain - despite our constant attempts to manage and control it. This year is
no different although sadly, the stakes have been much higher than usual. Like Chanukah's most familiar symbol, the
dreidl, we are spinning and wobbly and don't know where we'll land. What I'm certain of is that we - as individuals and
together as a community - have the resilience of that rose. Despite overwhelming obstacles we survive and even thrive.
Wishing you and yours the light and joy of Chanukah.
Candace Vogel
Executive Director
candace@beby.org
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Chanukah 5781 brings to an end my first year as President of our Synagogue and also an
end to 2020, a year unlike no other that I can recall. I reflect back to November 2019, when
I sponsored a scholar-in-residence weekend to commemorate my late father’s 30th
yahrtzeit. The weekend was all about Mussar and Middot, focusing on character traits and
how these can be meaningful and practical in our everyday lives. Little did I know at the
time how meaningful and relevant this was to become for me in 2020. The goal of Mussar
is to help us look within ourselves, to learn more about ourselves and how we relate to
others, one character trait at a time. Humility or (anavah) has been identified as the gateway to all other character
traits. Over the past eight months I have been humbled by the dedication of so many incredible people, their energy,
passion and love for our Synagogue and their selfless contribution to the welfare of our members, our kehillah and the
community. The goal of Mussar is to help us build up and balance the features of our nefesh (soul) that causes the light
within us to brighten. In our times of crisis during Covid-19, I have seen this light shine brightly in so many of our layleaders, volunteers, staff, our clergy team and our members who have exhibited traits of gratitude, patience,
compassion, generosity, moderation, responsibility, truth, loving-kindness, trust and faith.
In December 2019 (pre Covid-19), Rabbi Prof. David Golinkin wrote a responsum to the question: According to the
Talmud, Chanukah is a home celebration. Why, then, is there a widespread custom to light Chanukah candles with the
blessings in the synagogue? Rabbi Golinkin cites many sources; some simply report the custom without giving a reason,
many give a reason and a few give several reasons for the custom. He lists the three most important as: to remember in
the synagogue the miracle of the oil in the Temple, to publicize the miracle, and to fulfill the obligation of people in the
synagogue who do not know how to light the candles or who have no place to light candles.
These three reasons still resonate today, but, sadly, may not be a reality this Chanukah in many communities, including
our own. I urge every member household to make a concerted effort to light Chanukah candles at home this year. As we
light, may we remember the miracles which Hashem performed for our ancestors bayamim hahem bazeman hazeh (in
those days, at this season).
In the spirit of Chanukah and gift giving, please consider an additional gift to Beth Emeth this holiday season. Your
contribution, no matter the amount, can make a significant difference to the well-being of our beloved shul. Our
Terumah appeal is well below expectation and we are looking to raise at least another $50,000 before the year end. We
need your support.
I pray that this Chanukah and beyond, the light of the menorah helps us to peer into our own depths, to become more
aware, and to provide us with an inner sense of peace and happiness, thereby enabling us to be the best we can possibly
be.
Chag Urim Sameach. Happy Chanukah to all.
Malcolm Weinstein
President
president@beby.org
CHANUKAH 2020
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BOARDROOM BANTER
With receiving the notice that it was time to submit my
“Boardroom Banter” article for the Chanukah Kesher I
realized how fast a year can go by. What a change we
faced as a community as the COVID pandemic has
affected all aspects of our life. Who could have
imagined this time last year, conducting Board
meetings and daily services on Zoom, Facebook live
and livestreaming?

I am certain that although you
may not sit on the Board, your
sense of community and
involvement will continue, I look
forward to seeing you serve on
committees and continue to be
involved. Thank you, it was my
pleasure to work with you.

We continue to be challenged, more than ever before.
Our synagogue has been and continues to be the
anchor of our community. Now more than ever our
synagogue looks to the support of our membership to
address the needs of our congregants who feel
isolated and disconnected. The synagogue provides us
with a means to connect with each other in traditional
and non-traditional ways.

To the new members joining our Board of Directors,
welcome. You are joining a group of dedicated
individuals who work diligently to address the needs of
our membership and the demands necessary to keep our
membership engaged.

When we were forced to transition our synagogue
from a physical environment to a virtual/on-line
presence. Our clergy, staff and lay leadership went
into overdrive to figure out ways to ensure the safety
of our members while addressing their spiritual
needs. During these stressful times, without the
dedication of our volunteers and professional staff,
we would not have been able to accomplish the tasks
and address the challenges we are facing. Committee
members worked tirelessly to find ways to provide our
membership with meaningful programs, services and
the ability to connect with other synagogue members
Their dedication and endless hours allow the Beth
Emeth Bais Yehuda, Hebrew Men of England to be a
showcase of what a synagogue can offer to its
membership.
I would like to recognize the members of the Board
who have completed their term and have decided to
take a break from the commitment of serving our
community. Your dedication has been appreciated.
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As with any organization servicing the needs of a large
community we have faced and will continue to face a
variety of challenges. Our Board consists of Board
members who take on their committee chairs and Board
responsibilities with a dedication that has earned my
respect over and over again. Board meetings can get
heated and loud which represents a strong Board that is
prepared to discuss difficult topics, voice diverse
opinions, but once consensus has been realized work
together to achieve and put into effect the decisions that
have been reached.
With the challenges we as a community face it is
important for you to know who has been working
diligently to ensure that the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda
Hebrew Men of England continue to operate and fulfill
the challenges that our community needs during these
very difficult times.
As part of my article “Boardroom Banter” I would like to
take the opportunity and continue to introduce members
of our Board to our congregation. This time I would like
to focus on Uri Carnat and Max Zive.

During this past year Uri Carnat took on the position of
Vice President and FDSC Chair and will continue in this
position going into the upcoming term.

Max was honoured by this group, acknowledging and
recognizing his “Lifetime Contribution to Life Sciences”
in Canada.

Uri Carnat, originally from Nova Scotia, moved with
his wife Kelly and children Sarah, Benjamin and Jacob
to Toronto from Montreal in 2012. They joined Beth
Emeth shortly after they arrived in Toronto.

Max is also involved in organized humanitarian
donations of medical supplies to third world countries
including Red Cross Vietnam for 3 years, including South
Africa, Zimbabwe, Seychelles, and European countries.

Uri and his family are active Shabbat shul-goers, their
daughter, Sarah, celebrated her Bat Mitzvah at Beth
Emeth, Kelly and the kids have been active
participants in the Purim shpiel and with other
volunteer opportunities.

As the new term begins, I would like to thank all Board
members for their dedication and altruistic attitude, it is
my honour to work with such a dedicated group of
individuals. I welcome the opportunity through the
Kesher publications to continue to introduce our Board
members to our congregation.

Uri, having been raised in a family active in
maintaining the integrity of a small Jewish
community, understands the importance of individual
contributions to the value and meaningfulness of a
strong Jewish identity, joined the Board in 2016 and
had the opportunity to participate in various
committees.
Outside of shul life, Uri is a Director with Strategic
Partnerships for ApplyBoard, a Waterloo-based
growth-phase company matching students with
schools around the world. He also plays and coaches
hockey and baseball and manages to support other
activities for his children.
Max Zive joined our Board in December of 2019 and
will continue as a Board member for the coming year.
Max has been a member of BEBY for over 25 years and
last year joined our Board of Directors in order to
contribute and achieve his passion to help
communities.
Max is a Pharmacist/Entrepreneur, immigrated from
South Africa and founded a major generic
pharmaceutical manufacturing/marketing company.
Max is a long time member of the Board of Directors of
the National Pharmaceutical Sciences Group.

On behalf of Lori and my family I would like to wish
everyone a joyous and healthy Chanukah. Stay safe
during the restrictions that COVID has forced upon us.
Steven Greenwood
Chairman of the Board
Chair of GAASC

NEWLY APPOINTED MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020-2021
BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA SYNAGOGUE
Vice President:
Uri Carnat (FDSC)
Board Members:
Miriam Goldberg
Rick Goldberg
Adam Hammerschlag
Mindy Jacobs
Jason Rubinoff
David Suchter
Marlene White

CHANUKAH 2020
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VICE PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGES

PAST PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

As I sit and formulate my thoughts, I think back to the
most extraordinary High Holiday season I have ever
experienced. Chanukah will now also be a first. There
have been so many firsts, Passover being at the top of
the list. Yet we have come so far, to be able to stay
connected to our synagogue for prayer, education,
entertainment and support during these trying times
where our basic human need to socialize and care for
one another is challenged daily.

Dear Friends,

Our amazing volunteers continue to work tirelessly,
seeking out programs to keep our minds and souls
engaged, to bring smiles to our faces, to get our feet
tapping as we participate in Zoom programs.
Whether a book review, a music themed presentation,
learning about someone’s war experience or how to
better love and take care of our earth, these volunteers
are our heroes because they care so much for you. I
encourage you to support their efforts, register for
their programs, sponsor an event that speaks to you;
they are doing this for you. We would be so happy to
have you involved; contact our office with your
interests and we will have the appropriate Committee
Chairperson contact you.
I look forward to the bright lights of Chanukah to shine
through now that night descends so early. I will
remember the Chanukah miracle with each candle I
light, knowing we will all
rejoice when we gather
once again together in our
synagogue.
Chag Chanukah Sameach.
Susan Colomby
VP. Membership
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I would first like to acknowledge
the efforts of our Executive,
Board, office staff, Volunteers and
Clergy team during these last 10
months. As you can well imagine,
the fiscal, pastoral and day to
day administration have been a
herculean challenge.
Synagogue is more than three days a year. Our doors are
always open whether literally or figuratively by phone,
email or over Zoom. We continue to offer daily services,
book lifecycle events for when times are better, and
always pastoral guidance at any time.
We are here for you, and many thanks to those who have
renewed their memberships who are there for Beth
Emeth- your synagogue.
As always, no one is ever refused for their ability to pay,
however you need to have the conversation. Please
reach out if you would like to discuss your situation.
I recently received the following and wanted to share it
with you:
You know... Time has a way of moving quickly and
catching you unaware of the passing years.
It seems just yesterday that I was young and embarking
on my new life. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I
wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived them
all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my
hopes and dreams.
But, here it is...The back nine of my life and it catches me
by surprise... How did I get here so fast? Where did the
years go and where did my youth go?

I remember well seeing older people through the years
and thinking that those older people were years away
from me and that I was only on the first hole and the
back nine was so far off that I could not fathom it or
imagine fully what it would be like.

You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of
your life....So, live for today and say all the things that
you want your loved ones to remember.. and hope that
they appreciate and love you for all the things that you
have done for them in all the years past.

But, here it is... My friends are retired and getting
gray...They move slower and I see an older person now.
Some are in better and some worse shape than me...
But, I see the great change. Not like the ones that I
remember who were young and vibrant.. but, like me,
their age is beginning to show and we are now those
older folks that we used to see and never thought we'd
become.

Life is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift
to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.

Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real
target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat
anymore... it's mandatory! ‘Cause if I don't on my own
free will... I fall asleep where I sit!
And so... Now I enter into this new season of my life
unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of
strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I
had done but never did! But, at least I know that
though I’m on the back nine, and I'm not sure how long
it will last... when it's over on this earth... it's over. A new
adventure will begin.
Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't
done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are
many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a
lifetime.
So, if you're not on the back nine yet...let me remind
you, that it will be here faster than you think. So,
whatever you would like to accomplish in your life do it
quickly! Don't put things off too long. Life goes by
quickly. Do what you can today, as you can never be
sure whether you're on the back nine or not.

LIVE IT WELL! ENJOY TODAY!
AND know that your shul is always there for you.
Remember "It is health that is real wealth and not pieces
of gold and silver".
LIVE HAPPY IN 2020 and beyond!
LASTLY, CONSIDER THIS:
Going out is good... Coming home is better!
Old is good in some things: Old Songs, Old movies, and
best of all, OLD FRIENDS!!
Remember: a synagogue is like a great restaurant you
have frequented for years, if you don’t patronize it now
at time of need, don’t be surprised if they are no longer
there.
Your shul offers take out so please take advantage of it
and stay connected. We are always there for you!
Stay well, "OLD FRIEND!"
Allan M. Snow
Immediate Past President
pastprez@beby.org

CHANUKAH 2020
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, December 13, 2020
9:00 AM on Zoom
Visit www.beby.org/AGM for more information
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Beth Emeth Member Scholarships
Beth Emeth offers many scholarship opportunities to our members.
Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah
Adults and teens of Beth Emeth who have an interest in engaging in advanced Torah study are welcome to apply.
Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Award
This scholarship supports our congregants’ children and grandchildren in their extra-curricular sporting activities.
David and Sandra Anisman Israel Fund
These are available to members studying or attending programs in Israel. Applications are accepted and
scholarships awarded on an ongoing basis but applications. MUST be submitted prior to departure.
Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund
This fund offers scholarships to members for programs they will be attending which support Jewish continuity.
All applications and deadlines can be found online: beby.org/scholarships or by contacting the Synagogue office.

Beth Emeth is proud to be able to support our members of all ages through our various scholarship funds. Our four
scholarship funds last year supported over 25 youth and young adults in their various endeavors from studying
Limudai Torah, to Jewish summer camps, to Israel gap year programs, to high level sporting activities.
Over the years, our four scholarship funds— the Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah, the Joseph Smith
Sports Achievement Award, the Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund and the David and Sandra Anisman Israel Fund—
have assisted 100s of Beth Emeth members. We have supported future Rabbis, community leaders, teachers and
more.
We continue to encourage all members to apply to our scholarship funds. Full descriptions of the funds and
applications are available online at beby.org/scholarships
Please remember, the sustainability of these funds is dependent on your support. When contributing to the
Synagogue, please consider donating to one of these funds to allow the Synagogue to award scholarships to more
of our deserving members.

CHANUKAH 2020
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS

Mazel Tov on the following:

BIRTHS

Mazel Tov on the birth of Dorian Scott, son of Hailey &
Lee Mintz, grandson of Miriam & Brian Goldberg, Jolene
& Brian Mintz, great-grandson of Louis Ziegler &
Shoshana Ziegler ז״ל, Beverley & Brian Robinson and
Beverly Goldberg & Alfie Goldberg ז״ל
Mazel Tov on the birth of Vanessa Eliza, daughter of
Dana & Victor Garcia, granddaughter of Cheryl & James
Ebidia, and great-grandddaughter of Sheila Agasee and
the late Leslie Agasee ז״ל
Mazel Tov on the birth of Brayden Joseph, son of Jenna
& Lucas Franchuk, grandson of Cheryl & James Ebidia,
and great-grandson of Sheila Agasee and the late Leslie
Agasee ז״ל
Mazel Tov on the birth of Sidney Max, son of Tracie &
Daniel Eliasoph, grandson of Michael & Ilene Kuchinsky
and Hy & Laila Eliasoph. Lovingly remembered at this
time are great-grandparents Moe & Zelda Kuchinsky ז״ל
Mazel Tov on the birth of Riley Majer, son of Melissa &
Jason Snow, grandson of Allan & Susan Snow and Syd
and Marci Capland.

Due to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, many
simchas were cancelled or postponed.
Others were held in backyards or living rooms and
"zoomed" for family and friends. As such, the shul
may not have been advised.
If you have a lifecycle celebration you'd like to
share, please contact the office.
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B'NAI MITZVAH
Mazel Tov Benjamin Stotland, son of Peter Stotland &
Jordana Sacks. Grandson of Richard & Honi Sacks and
Steve Stotland and Glorianne Stotland ז״ל. Greatgrandson of Fela Sacks and Rebecca Stotland.
Mazel Tov David Pasternack, son of Michael & Lisa
Pasternack. Grandson of Michele & Martin Janks, and
Rhoda  ז״לand Sam Pasternack ז״ל
Mazel Tov Jacob Starr, son of David & Micca Starr.
Grandson of Marvin  ז״לand Roslyn Starr  ז״לand Danilo
& Nelaida Frias.
Mazel Tov Shayna Starr, daughter of David & Micca
Starr. Granddaughter of Marvin  ז״לand Roslyn Starr ז״ל
and Danilo & Nelaida Frias.
Mazel Tov Leya Tzurkov, daughter of Albert & Elise
Tzurkov. Granddaughter of Rona & Les Priemer and
Luda & Simon Tzurkov. Great-granddaughter of Pauline
Priemer.
Mazel Tov Nathan Kagal, son of Darren Kagal & Ania
Chernina. Grandson of Abe & Rivka Kagal and Olga &
Boris Chernina.
Mazel Tov Chloe Salem, daughter of Kyle & Andrea
Salem. Granddaughter of David & Ronnie Menaker and
Carey & Susan Salem. Lovingly remembered at this time
is grandmother Elaine Menaker ז״ל
Mazel Tov Adin Bendat-Appell, son of Jordan & Yael
Bendat-Appell. Grandson of Lyn & Mordechai Ben-Dat
and Sybil & Stuart Appell.

bereavements

We mourn the loss of:

Joseph Druck ז״ל, brother of Maurice Druck
Alan Bluestone ז״ל, father of Lisa Becker
Gerry Brown ז״ל, mother of Robert Brown
Arthur Krasowsky ז״ל

Sydney Pellat ז״ל, father of Bonnie Goldberg
Louis Lefko ז״ל, husband of Myrna Lefko
Harold Brown ז״ל, father of Robert Brown
Freda Barenholtz ז״ל
Malvina Shabes ז״ל
Estelle Young ז״ל, mother of David Young
Michael Klingbaum ז״ל, husband of Elana Klingbaum
Sylvia Lister ז״ל
Belle Kasdan ז״ל
Ernie Cooper ז״ל, brother of Honi Sacks
Ronald Jacobson ז״ל, brother of Harvey Jacobson

May their memories be a blessing
CHANUKAH 2020
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ALEPH BEIT CHADASH SCHOOL
The students of Aleph Beit Chadash have been
engaged in on-line learning for the past couple of
months. Although we don’t get to gather together in
the same room each week, we continue to learn
together through interactive Zoom lessons. We
engage students to share their thinking on interactive
platforms and we “gamify” our learning to keep them
entertained.
The focus of our studies during the month of
November has been around Holocaust education and
Israeli history. As well, students continue to develop
their Hebrew literacy skills, and our primary class has
been completing at-home crafts to broaden their
Hebrew language. We have been learning about the
link between our people and the land, as well as the
importance of the State of Israel to the diaspora. We
studied the heroes of Chanukah and we explored the
strong connections between the lessons of the
Chanukah story and our lives today.

At this point, we still don’t know when we will return to
our classroom at Beth Emeth, but we are dedicated to
continuing to provide meaningful and engaging on-line
lessons that help all of our students better understand
their Jewish roots and develop their Hebrew literacy
skills. If you have a child in your family between grade 1
to Bar/Bat Mitzvah age who would like to join our
classes, please contact Shauna Small at
schooldirector@beby.org.
Our lessons are tailored to meet the specific needs of
every student.
We would like to extend our warm wishes for a healthy
and happy Chanukah to everyone.
The staff of Aleph Beit Chadash @ Beth Emeth

CHESED KNITTERS
Keep calm and knit on. That could very well be our motto because it’s true! Knitting, and ripping out, have been so
therapeutic over the past many months of COVID, and knowing that we are knitting for a good cause is equally positive.
We are in the process of collecting blankets for a March drop off to the Krinkle project, which supports women and
children in emergency shelters across the GTA. We use acrylic yarns (no wool) and our blankets are approximately 30
inches by 30 inches.
We are also still knitting hats for the IDF, though we are waiting for a return to travel to Israel to get them delivered.
If you would like to knit with us, we would be glad to have you join our group.
Right now we are not in the synagogue but we can make arrangements to get you yarn and patterns. Call the synagogue
office and we will get back to you. Thank you in advance for any donations received to the Chesed Knitters. These funds
allow us to continue to purchase yarn for our projects.
Happy Chanukah from the Chesed Knitters
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CONTINUING EDUCATION
The holiday of lights is now upon us and we are
looking forward to celebrating this time with all of
you. Collectively we gather with friends and family to
enjoy all that Chanukah has to offer.

As we move the calendar to January 2021 we will have
our own Rouhama Danto speak to us about Dreams in
the Bible. Mark your calendar for Sunday, January 10 at
11:00 AM.

From young to old, stories are shared and questioned
to bring the miracles of the holiday to life. That
challenge to bring stories and details of history to you
make up a cornerstone of what our Committee is
committed to.

Two weeks later we are happy to bring to you Sondra
Oster Baras who is the Director of CFOIC Heartland in
Israel. This organization enables Christians to connect
with Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria. We
hope you can join us for this exciting and educational
program on Sunday, January 24 at 11:00 AM.

There are programs taking place on Zoom at different
times of the week. For most of this current year you
have joined us to learn and marvel at some very
interesting speakers and the information they have
shared. In the coming weeks and months we will again
offer a wide variety of programs for your enjoyment.
Here is a listing of the programs we hope you will join
with us as we study and learn about many ideas and
places that make up our world.
Starting during Chanukah we have invited Dr. Itzhak
Brook to talk about his personal involvement as a
medic in the IDF during the Yom Kippur War. Dr. Brook
has written a book about his time during this war and
he will share these experiences with us. This program
is on Wednesday, December 16 at 7:30 PM.

We are always working to arrange for more speakers
and programs that will help you stay connected to Beth
Emeth. Our efforts are geared to your involvement and
interest in Jewish ideals and the stories and people that
make it a part of our life. Stay in touch with the weekly eblast and the beby.org webpage for more details and to
register for all of our upcoming programs. Come join us
on our journey of learning and sharing, courtesy of the
Continuing Education Committee.
Chag Sameach,
Perry Davis and Marlene White
Co-Chairs, Continuing Education Committee

SHABBAT TIMES
Friday, December 11 - 4:22 pm
Saturday, December 12 - 5:29 pm

Friday, January 8 - 4:40 pm
Saturday, January 9 - 5:47 pm

Friday, February 5 - 5:15 pm
Saturday, February 6 - 6:23 pm

Friday, December 18 - 4:24 pm
Saturday, December 19 - 5:31 pm

Friday, January 15 - 4:48 pm
Saturday, January 16 - 5:55 pm

Friday, February 12 - 5:25 pm
Saturday, February 13 - 6:33 pm

Friday, December 25 - 4:28 pm
Saturday, December 26 - 5:35pm

Friday, January 22 - 4:57 pm
Saturday, January 23 - 6:04 pm

Friday, February 19 - 5:34 pm
Saturday, February 20 - 6:42 pm

Friday, January 1 - 4:33 pm
Saturday, January 2 - 5:40 pm

Friday, January 29 - 5:06 pm
Saturday, January 30 - 6:14 pm

CHANUKAH 2020
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BEBY BOOMERS
On behalf of the BEBY Boomer Committee, we would like to extend our best wishes to the entire Beth Emeth Bais
Yehuda congregation for a healthy and happy Chanukah.
On Chanukah, we are reminded of the importance of faith, which is the light that guides us through tough times. Let the
Menorah candles shine bright in your lives and be reminded of the big miracle that Chanukah represents during these
difficult times.
We hope you enjoyed the virtual Cooking Class with Chef Roshan Wanasingha held November 25th .
Please stay tuned for other interesting programs that are being planned for the new year.
Marlene White & Ruth Gilbert
Co-Chairs, BEBY Boomers Committee

MARTY KESHEN CHESED COMMITTEE
Helping Shul Members and the Community
In the middle of March, we all went into lockdown.
Each of us has been affected by this change in how we
live our lives. The summer brought opportunities for
going outside and for visiting with family and friends
from a safe physical distance. But winter is now
about to begin and we will need to remain inside for
longer periods of time. It is essential that we keep in
touch with, and look after, each other.
Members of the Chesed Committee are among the
volunteers who are contacting Beth Emeth Bais
Yehuda seniors to see how they are faring. Volunteers
continue to be available for social contact with
members of all ages, if needed.
Virtual Coffee and Conversation on Zoom is an
initiative of the Chesed Committee and BEBY as a
place for members to get together and connect and
chat. We continue to meet twice weekly and hope to
see you at one of our sessions.
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We have a group of dedicated volunteers who are
available to provide much needed support to our
members at all ages and stages of life.
Please contact the shul if you would like a member of the
Chesed Committee to contact you:
· In times of illness
· In times of bereavement
· In times of loneliness
· If you need emotional and social assistance
You can call the shul office or email us chesed@beby.org
Marty Keshen Chesed Committee Co-Chairs:
Sid Silverberg and Helen Katz

brotherhood
Dear Friends,
On behalf of your Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Brotherhood, I would like to begin by wishing everyone good health and we
hope to see you at our future events.
On Thursday August 27th, your Mens’ Club hosted its first ever virtual Scotch Tasting and food pairing. The event was
facilitated by Cameron Miller, brand ambassador for Highland Park Scotch Whiskey. Four samples were paired with an
incredible menu prepared by our in-house caterer, Apex. I would like to thank over 60 participants who joined our
Zoom event for their positive comments about the food and the event. It provided an entertaining – and deliciousdistraction from the world around us.
Building on that success, the BEBY Brotherhood is excited to present a virtual evening out at the “BEBY Biermarket” on
Wednesday, January 20, featuring incredible food from Apex along with 4 unique beer beverages, hosted by the
Kensington Brewing Co. We look forward to having you join us for another spectacular evening of food, drink and
schmoozing.
Stay tuned for details about our Yellow Candle program for Yom Hashoah early in the new year.
Remember the Six Million
If there’s anything as frightening as the Holocaust, it’s forgetting it ever happened!
The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs continues to offer many programs taking
place via Zoom. If you have subscribed to our Beth Emeth Brotherhood, and you
are not receiving their emails and would like to, please let the office know and
we will make it happen.

SAVE THE DATE
Wed, Jan 20

Allan M. Snow
President, BEBY Brotherhood

Best Wishes from the Sisterhood to
our Beth Emeth family for a happy,
safe and healthy Chanukah!
CHANUKAH 2020
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GREENING COMMITTEE
As days ahead become shorter and shorter and nights
longer and longer, we illuminate the darkness when we
light our Chanukah candles and brighten and light up
the night as we watch the flickering lights. This
monumental festivity and miracle of joyful
rededication and marvel occurred when purified oil
which was supposed to last only one night,
astonishingly lasted for eight nights.
How can each of us, role-modeling and connecting to
our social circle make small changes to our daily
practices, to achieve enduring positive environmental
impacts that illuminate the darkness and create a
lasting beneficial ripple?
On January 27th and 28th, 2021, we will be celebrating
Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of trees and according to
Jewish tradition, in Israel, the day when the sap within
trees starts to move upward, indicating that Winter is
almost over and Spring is coming. Long before Earth
Day and long before the secular world understood how
important trees are, Judaism had Tu B’Shvat, a
celebration of our connection to our earth, to nature, to
our land and to the birthday of trees.
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Our own Ward 6 Councillor, James Pasternak, leads
some of this work as the current Chair of the
infrastructure and Environment Committee and as Chair
of the North York Community Council.
Did you know that Israel is the only country in the world
that ended the 20th century with more trees than it had
in 1900? The Jewish National Fund has assisted in
creating thousands of parks, forests and recreation
areas preserving Israel’s natural resources and
beautiful treasures for today and tomorrow’s future
generations. The Jewish National Fund has led the way
in planting millions of trees, creating and building over
240 reservoirs and dams and establishing more than
2000 parks in Israel.

Please join us to discuss how trees and Tu B’Shevat are
honored and celebrated in both Israel and Toronto.
Wednesday, January 27, 2021
7:30 PM on ZOOM
Guest Speakers: Councillor Pasternak and Jeff Springer,
Jewish National Fund Toronto Executive Director

We are so very fortunate that Toronto last October has
been award by the Arbor Day Foundation as a
Champion of Trees and recognized as a Tree City of the
World. Mayor John Tory was recently quoted by the
Toronto Star stating that “A healthy tree canopy is a
cornerstone of Toronto’s environmental sustainability.
This award gives a nod to the city’s 11.5 million trees
and 28 percent canopy coverage.

Mel and I wish you and your families a fraylichen
Chanukah and joyous Tu B’Shvat and look forward to
connecting with you by Zoom for all Beth Emeth’s
diverse virtual programs. As a Community Hub,
collectively, our Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Hebrew Men of
England family, leads and role-models environmental
stewardship through our greening practices and
educational outreach programs.

The city’s programs of investing in tree planting and
stewardship include collaboration with homeowners,
landowners, not-for-profit organizations which
advance the City’s goal of investing in people and
neighbourhoods and tackling climate change and
building resilience.

Hilda Swirsky, RN,BScN, MEd
Chair of Beth Emeth Greening Committee
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE
There is lots going on with the Library these days! We are Zooming our programs and hope that you are enjoying them.
Every other Thursday at 1:30 PM we have been meeting in our virtual book club to talk about what we are currently
reading. The books are the jumping off point for many interesting discussions about a variety of topics that are related
(and sometimes not!) to the books. We have an Excel spreadsheet of all the books and we are happy to share our list.
Members and non-members are welcome and there is no charge for this program. Check out “So, What are you
Reading?” on the shul website.
On Oct. 25, thanks to the Weinstein Family Fund for their generous sponsorship, Dr. Sylvia Solomon conducted a
fascinating presentation about the hunt, the capture and the trial of Adolf Eichmann. This event was recorded and can
be shared by calling the synagogue office.
Viva Retirement Homes generously sponsored Philippa Sheppard’s review of The Third Daughter by Talia Carner. The
book explores a little-known aspect of our history in which women were taken from Eastern Europe at the turn of the
20th century and forced into prostitution in Argentina, India, and South America. Sheppard provided an in-depth review
of the book and also touched on several of Carner’s other books, which all deal with social issues.
One of the advantages of Zoom is that everyone can join us regardless of where they are. On December 3, Ayelet Tsabari
spoke to us from Israel, where she is now residing, about her newest book, The Art of Leaving. This is her memoir and she
shared with us the many ups and downs she has experienced to bring her to where she is today. Many thanks to Mosaic
Home Care for generously sponsoring this event.
On Sunday, February 21, Mordechai Ben-Dat will review Matti Friedman’s Spies of No Country for our second Books and
Bagels. This program is generously sponsored by Mavencare Connected Homecare.
Our next Lunch and Literature is Thursday, March 4, when
Cynthia Good will be reviewing Lear’s Shadow by Claire
Holden Rothman. That program is generously sponsored by
Susan Colomby and 147 Elder Street.
Please check the synagogue website and register for our
programs either on-line or by calling the office. Lunch and
Literature and Books and Bagels programs are free to
members and cost only $10 per session for non-members, so
encourage all your friends to attend.

Lunch & Literature
Thursday, March 4
Cynthia Good will be
reviewing Lear's Shadow by
Claire Holden Rothman
Generously sponsored by
Susan Colomby and 147 Elder
Street

Save the date:
Thursday, May 13

Books & Bagels
Sunday, February 21

Mordechai Ben-Dat will be
reviewing Matti Friedman's
book No Country: Secret
Lives at the Birth of Israel
Generously sponsored by
Mavencare Connected
Homecare

Save the date:
Sunday, April 18

Keep well, stay safe and happy Chanukah from the library
Committee.
Eleanor Minuk

CHANUKAH 2020
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MUSIC COMMITTEE
Greetings from the Music Committee!
These unusual times have created challenges for all of
us trying to keep engaged and busy while experiencing
isolation. Thankfully, technology has given us Zoom
and Facebook whereby we can avail ourselves of
virtual programs.
The Music Committee has partnered with Continuing
Education to provide several interesting programs
with Howard Mednick, Classical Music D.J. Thank you
to those who generously sponsored these events.
Howard has more to offer and we hope to bring him
back.
On Wednesday, December 9th, we will be presenting
Josh Grossman, Founder and Artistic Director of the
Toronto Jazz Orchestra, an 18-piece big band.
He will take us through what he calls a “completely
biased history of big bands”, exploring the bands and

the sounds which have
influenced him as a
big band leader and a
composer.
We are looking into
additional programs and would welcome suggestions as
to what would interest you musically.
Much appreciation as well to the Music Committee and in
particular, to my Co-chair, Ilene Kuchinsky for their
assistance and cooperation.
We wish you and your families the best as we look
forward to celebrating Chanukah.
Stay well and stay safe.
On behalf of the Music Committee,
Bernice Levine and Ilene Kuchinsky

OUT OF THE COLD
As the weather is rapidly changing, and reminders of
the cold are just ahead of us, we must not forget about
those that are less fortunate. Especially in these
troubling times there are many people who are very
vulnerable.
At Beth Emeth Synagogue we have been very fortunate
to have had the opportunity to give back to those that
are in need, by hosting the homeless and providing a
well balanced meal, some much needed clothing and
a safe place to sleep for the night.
Unfortunately, due to the current global pandemic, we
will not be able to run the Out Of The Cold Program out
of the Synagogue this year .
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Please do not let this stop you from helping out those
that are in need of some assistance.
We are exploring the possibility of preparing care
packages and boxed lunches that can be distributed to
those sites that are still open for this upcoming season.
We will keep everyone updated as to our involvement.
We are hopeful that we
will be able to resume the
program next winter and
look forward to having you
participate once again.
Wishing everybody a safe winter season.
Renée Henry and Allan Fleisher

WIERZBNIKER SOCIETY
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that The Wierzbnik Yizkor book has finally been published and is
available for purchase. A 12 x 9 inch hardcover book almost 2 inches thick, this is an impressive coffee table book and
one worth having to start the conversation with family about their roots in Wierzbnik and to research family history.
There are photos in the body of the book, but the photos in the memorial section were not included as the book even
without the photos is 654 pages long.
You can purchase a copy here: www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/ybip/YBIP_Wierzbnik

On September 13, 2020, the Society and Beth Emeth held a cemetery memorial service in remembrance of the Holocaust and more
specifically our Wierzbniker families who were killed during that time. Rabbi Howard Morrison officiated

Sending Chanukah greetings to everyone in the
Beth Emeth and Wierzbniker communities!

FARBAND OF LITHUANIA SOCIETY
Best Wishes to the Beth Emeth
Community for a bright, happy
and healthy Chanukah!
from the Farband of Lithuanian Jews
CHANUKAH 2020
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Happy Chanukah!
We look forward to seeing you soon!
THE BEBY OFFICE & MAINTANANCE STAFF
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CHANUKAH
FROM APEX

We are so pleased to be a part of this community and to be a
part of the Festival of Lights.
From the Team at Apex we wish you well this holiday season
and look forward to another year together.
As the calendar year comes to a close, we remain positive
about what the future lays ahead for all. Working together
and using the comfort of food is our shining light forward.
Stay Warm, Stay Safe & Enjoy the Holidays!
-The Team at Apex Kosher Catering

Call us! 416-901-5044
info@apexkoshercatering.com

CHANUKAH 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December 2020 - February 2021

Make sure to check our website for changes to
these events and/or for more events added

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020
Decreasing Food Waste While Addressing Hunger - 1:30pm
Greening Committee Program

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021
International Holocaust Remembrance Day Ceremony
Men's Club

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020
From Basie to Brookmeyer and Beyond - 7:30pm
Music Program

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021
Trees and Tu B’Shevat - 7:30pm
Greening Committee Program

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2020
A Physician’s Personal Account of the Yom Kippur War - 7:30pm
Continuing Education

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021
Unit 2 –The Mitzvah in Bnai Mitzvah - 10:00am
BEBY NEXTgen

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021
Howard Mednick Series – Evening 1 - 7:30pm
Music Program

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 , 2021
Howard Mednick Series – Evening 3 - 7:30pm
Music Program

Sunday, January 10, 2021
Dreams in Judaism and the Bible - 11:00am
Continuing Education

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021
Unit 2 –The Mitzvah in Bnai Mitzvah - 10:00am
BEBY NEXTgen

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2021
Bereavement during COVID-19 - 7:30pm
Ritual Program
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021
Howard Mednick Series – Evening 2 - 7:30pm
Music Program
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2021
Topic: TBD - 7:30pm
BEBY Boomers
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2021
Virtual BEBY BierMarket - 7:00pm
Men's Club
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021
Unit 2 –The Mitzvah in Bnai Mitzvah - 10:00am
BEBY NEXTgen
What's a Jew Doing in a Place Like This? - 11:00am
Continuing Education

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021
Hebrew Reading Level 2 - 9:00am
Unit 2 –The Mitzvah in Bnai Mitzvah - 10:00 am
BEBY NEXTgen
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021
Howard Mednick Series – Evening 4 - 7:30pm
Music Program
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021
Hebrew Reading Level 2 - 9:00am
Unit 2 –The Mitzvah in Bnai Mitzvah - 10:00am
BEBY NEXTgen
Books and Bagels: Spies of No Country - 10:00am
Library Program
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Chag Sameach
FROM YOUR BEBY FAMILY

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU
BACK SOON!

