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hold fast to it;
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ABOUT CHANUKAH
Chanukah begins the evening of Sunday, December 2nd and
concludes on Monday, December 10th, 2018.

Observances & Traditions
The menorah, in many designs and forms, has been used
by Jews wherever they have settled. Its light has become
a symbol of G-d’s presence, of joy, of spirituality, of
righteousness. The Chanukah menorah reminds us of a
heroic past and sustains faith in the future. In its reflection,
adults forget their fears and children hear the tale of the
miracles and valour of the heroes who had died for the faith
of their people. Its lights are a symbol of liberation and of
the inalienable right of human beings to live and
worship in freedom.
Kindling the Menorah
Kindling the lights each night of
the chag (festival) is the central
religious observance of Chanukah.
The lights are to be lit after sundown,
or as soon thereafter as the entire
family has gathered. On Friday
night, the menorah is lit before the
Shabbat candles, even though it is
not yet sundown. On Saturday night,
the menorah is lit after Havdalah.
The candles must be large enough, or oil
sufficient enough, to burn for at least half
an hour. The candles are added to the menorah
from right to left. On the first night one candle is lit, on
the second night two, and so forth on each consecutive
night until all eight are lit. The new candle is always lit first,
so the candles are lit from left to right. An extra candle,
the Shamash, is placed apart from the others. It is used
specifically for kindling the other candles.
The lighted menorah should be placed near a window so
the burning candles may be seen by all. The light of the
Chanukah menorah may not be used for reading, work, or
any other purpose. All the candles must be allowed to burn
out completely.
We kindle these lights to commemorate the miracles and the
miraculous victories wrought through the holy priests for our
forefathers in ancient days at this season.

“In the days of the High Priest Mattathias, son of Yohanan
of the Hasmonean family, a cruel power rose up against
the people of Israel, demanding the abandonment of the
Torah and the violation of G-d’s commandments. In Your
abundant mercy, You stood by Your people in their time
of distress. You championed their cause, vindicated their
rights, and avenged their suffering. You delivered the strong
into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands of
the few, the corrupt into the hands of the innocent, the
wicked into the hands of the just, and the arrogant into the
hands of those devoted to Your Torah. Thus, You revealed
Your Glory and holiness in the world, while bringing
a mighty deliverance to Your people Israel. Then
Your children came into Your Temple, purified
Your sanctuary, kindled the lights in Your sacred
courts, and established these eight days of
Chanukah in gratitude and praise.”
(From the Siddur)
Traditions At Chanukah
Game playing is an integral part of the Chanukah
tradition. It is said to have originated during
the Maccabean struggle as a method of
subterfuge. A decree of Antiochus forbade the
study of Torah and was enforced
by inspections of homes of those
suspected of disobedience.
Therefore, while studying the
Holy Books, cards were dealt
out before each student – ready to
be played when and if the need arose. The dreydel also
provided the excuse of a friendly game of chance in the
event of a surprise inspection.
Several types of foods are prepared traditionally to celebrate
Chanukah. The tradition of eating cheese delicacies goes
back beyond the 14th century. Latkes (pancakes) made
with cheese were used which developed into the custom
of eating latkes of all kinds. During the Middle Ages, the
tradition of eating cheese was associated with the Story of
Judith. Fried foods for Chanukah are popular. In addition
to potato latkes, which are a favorite food of Jews of an
Eastern European background, pancakes, fritters, and fried
pastries are also popular. In Israel the favourite food for
Chanukah is soufganiyot (doughnuts).

These lights are sacred through all the eight days of
Chanukah. We may not put them to ordinary use, but are to
look upon them and thus be reminded to thank and praise
G-d for the wondrous miracle of our deliverance.
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RABBI HOWARD MORRISON
Dear Congregational Family,

A

number of weeks ago, I was struck that this year,
Rosh Chodesh Kislev, the first day of the new Hebrew
month, coincided with November 9, the anniversary
of Kristallnacht. Rosh Chodesh is a joyous time. In our
tradition, it is considered a holiday to honour Jewish women.
The month of Kislev, in particular, is happy in that soon
we will celebrate the festival of Chanukah. During this new
month of Kislev, we celebrate how the few overcame the
many; how a small container of oil miraculously lasted for
eight days; how the Holy Temple of Jerusalem was cleansed
and rededicated after the Syrian Greeks had profaned it.
Rosh Chodesh Kislev is and should be a day of rejoicing as
we look forward to Chanukah, which begins on the twentyfifth of Kislev.
Living in Canada, we live simultaneously with two calendars.
Almost every day, I am asked to correlate the two calendars
when it comes to determining the date of a yahrzeit or
verifying the date when a young person becomes a bar/bat
mitzvah. The pocket size English/Hebrew calendar which
I carry in my pocket lines up the two calendars on a daily
basis. Thus, I was struck when my little calendar juxtaposed
the second day of Rosh Chodesh (1 Kislev) with the words
“Kristallnacht Remembrance.” On November 9, 1938, the
Nazis unleashed a coordinated wave of pogroms against
Germany’s Jews. In the space of a few hours, thousands of
synagogues, Jewish businesses and homes were damaged
or destroyed. More than 30,000 Jewish men were sent
to concentration camps. This event came to be called
Kristallnacht, the night of broken glass, for the shattered
store windowpanes that carpeted German streets.

How can one spiritually and
emotionally synthesize the
festivity of Rosh Chodesh Kislev
with the horrific remembrances
symbolized by Kristallnacht? I
do not believe there is an easy
answer to this question. What
comes to my mind, however,
is the practice of breaking an
object of glass to culminate a
wedding ceremony under the
Chuppa. On the most perfect day in a couple’s life, the
last ritual of the ceremony is to smash a completely perfect
object. Our tradition teaches us that every day of our lives,
we are commanded to recall the destruction of our Holy
Temple, even if for a brief moment. An aspect of celebrating
a wedding is the brief recollection of a tragic event that
occurred twice in antiquity and which led to periods of exile.
Similarly, when I officiate at weddings in the Fall season,
I add to the significance of the broken glass under the
Chuppa that it also reminds us of Kristallnacht. The strength
of the Jewish spirit is our people’s ability to celebrate our
joys even while we commemorate our sorrows.
The juxtaposition of Rosh Chodesh Kislev and Kristallnacht
this year will challenge us to embody the fullness of our
Jewish character.

Rabbi Howard Morrison
rabbi@beby.org

Rabbis Morrison (top row, 2nd from right), Lipson (top row, 7th from left) and Grundland (bottom row,
extreme right), joined more than 30 Toronto rabbis for a yom iyun (day of learning) at TanenbaumCHAT
High School on September 13, 2018.
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RABBI LESLIE LIPSON
“Can’t Get Around And I Can’t Run Away; I Need A Miracle Every Day”
(John Barlow & Bob Weir – I Need a Miracle)

D

uring a recent conversation with our daughter who is
studying in Israel, we all became keenly aware of the
idea of miracles. Yes, we are anticipating Chanukah.
However, our daughter in Israel, appreciates it perhaps a bit
more than we do here in North America. Her appreciation
was evident in how she speaks about her experience in
the classroom, in the mundane activities of everyday life
and in just living in Israel. Maybe she is becoming more
spiritually mature, more nuanced in her understanding of
life. However, she now is able to see the wonder and the
miraculous in the small and the ordinary. Now when she
speaks about the routine, she doesn’t take it for granted. As
a result, she can find a miracle and in doing so, she senses
God’s presence. She attributed this new found awareness
to the fact that she is living in Israel. As she explains, based
upon some of her learning, “one cannot live in Israel and be
unaware of the daily miracles that are all around.” As we
spoke, I began to understand that when things are not taken
for granted, those things have a greater chance of being
considered miraculous. Our tradition has a very different
perspective of what constitutes a miracle. Ironically, miracles
are far more common than we assume.
From our Sages’ perspective, every day we all benefit from
miracles. We constantly experience miracles. However,
the onus is upon the person who evaluates that which is
miraculous. Abaye, when discussing an apparent miracle
that occurred for the benefit of a man, said “How inferior
is this man, to have the order of creation changed because
of him.” (Babylonian Talmud Tractate Shabbat 53b). From
Abaye we learn that miracles that result in changing the order
of creation are not awe inspiring but rather demeaning.
By definition, something that occurs outside the order of
creation cannot be a miracle, it is outside the realm of God’s
creation. Since God’s creation is perfect, a miracle outside
that creation suggests imperfection and demeans God and
God’s creation. Therefore miracles are much smaller, they
occur within the order of nature and creation. Miracles
are every day. The problem is that we don’t know how to
view miracles. The problem is that we don’t have a healthy
perspective necessary to view a miracle. Rabbi Tahlifa of
Caesarea gives us some perspective. “Pause and consider how

that we take for granted but are
vital to our everyday existence.
The acronym of letters on the
dreidels that our daughter uses
in Israel explains her more
mature and nuanced spiritual
perspective: Nun, Gimmel, Hey,
Pey: Nais Gadol Hayah Po – A
great miracle happened here, in
Israel. Our daughter explained
that great miracles happen in Israel every day. She just
needed a way to look a little closer in order to see the
“wonder” and the “miraculous”. As we continued to speak,
I asked if that sense of “wonder” and the “miraculous” is
confined solely to living in Israel. I was surprised by her
answer. She emphatically said “No”. That sensitivity to
wonder and to the miraculous is not confined to life in Israel;
rather those of us outside of Israel only need to train ourselves
to sense the miraculous, and to find wonder in the small and
mundane. The miracle of Chanukah, and maybe the miracle
during the Holiday Season, is gathering together to publicly
proclaim our miracle of being here, free to celebrate. We
may have been hurt, we may have been saddened, we may
have lost those who were very precious to us, but we are
here and able to experience the light even for just the few
moments that the Chanukah candles burn brightly.
Chag Urim Sameach - Happy Chanukah,

Rabbi Lipson
rabbilipson@beby.org

many miracles the Holy One performs for man and yet mankind is not aware
of them. If a person swallowed hard bread, it would lacerate his intestines
as it was digested. So the Holy One created a fountain of saliva in his throat,
which conveys the bread down safely” (Exodus Rabba 24:1). Rabbi

Tahlifa distilled the idea of “miracle” to something that we
all take for granted – our saliva. Yet, when we stop and
think about it, “miracles” are precisely those small actions
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RABBI DAVID GRUNDLAND

C

hanukah is approaching and one of the most widely
observed Jewish rituals, and the main ritual of
Chanukah, is the lighting of the chanukia. The Talmud
records a machloket – a difference of opinion between the
school of Beit Shammai and that of Beit Hillel. Beit Shammai
says that we should start by lighting eight candles and
remove one each day and Beit Hillel says we should start
with one and increase by one every day.

Health (ski and learn) and
Mental Health (in education and
in the community). One-Minute
Morning Meditation and The
Spirit of Ritual are currently being
developed as vlogs and may
have even started by the time of
publication.

While practically we follow the opinion of Beit Hillel, we
can learn a lot from this machloket. The Talmud describes
Beit Shammai’s reasoning in connection with Sukkot: just
as the Sukkot offerings begin at 13 and decrease by one
every day, so too the Chanukah candles should decrease by
one every day. However, Beit Hillel’s reasoning is “ma’alim
bekedusha v’lo moridim – we increase our in holiness and
do not detract”.

And while this could all just be a
lot of excitement at the beginning
of something new, as described by Beit Shammai, the
halacha follows Beit Hillel, teaching us that this is just the
beginning of something that will be growing, and shining
more light into the Beth Emeth community and the Toronto
Jewish community at large. The more involved the community
becomes, the more interest and ideas that are shared, and
the more connections that are made, the bigger and brighter
our collective light can shine.

Rabbi Yosef Rosen, the Rogachover Gaon, in trying to
understand the underlying nature of the machloket, explains
that Beit Shammai looks at a person’s experiential reality,
whereas Beit Hillel looks at the experiential ideal. We
experience more excitement on the first day of a holiday
and less as the days go on, therefore according to Beit
Shammai we start with more light and the light diminishes.
However, according to Beit Hillel, every day of the holiday,
we have the potential to connect to more deeply to the light
of the holiday, and we increase the light.
Over the last few months, there has been a lot of excitement
about programs, educational opportunities, and rebranding
the future of the shul. BEBY Next-Gen is becoming a staple of
meaningful Jewish community programs. We are building a
core of Jews in their 20s, 30s, and 40s who are passionate
about living meaningful Jewish lives. In the coming months,
Real Talk with Rabbi David will be exploring Jewish Money
(Poverty and the Cost of Kosher Living), Jewish physical

In this vein, I also want to share another initiative: #207cups.
I want to have 207 cups of coffee with members of the
#BEBYNextGen community. I want to connect, hear about
your Jewish journey, hear about your interests and work
together to create the kind of Jewish experience that will
shine the most light into the world. (Why 207? Ask me over
a cup of coffee!)
May HaShem bless us all with the opportunity to shine the
light of our individual and collective neshamot into the next
generation!
Chag Urim Sameiach!

Rabbi David
rabbidavid@beby.org

UPCOMING
JEWISH MONEY

PROGRAMS
SKI AND LEARN

Poverty in the Jewish Community:
Issues and Responses
December 13th, 7:30pm, Beth Emeth, Tessler Lounge

Judaism and the Importance of Healthy Living
February 10, Ski Location and Time TBA

The Cost of Kosher Living: Getting Your
Money’s Worth Out Of Jewish Life
January 17th, 7:30pm, Beth Emeth, Tessler Lounge

Educational Challenges We Face - Autism,
Dyslexia, and ADH...SQUIRREL!
March 14, 8:30 pm. Location TBA

All dates, times and locations subject to change. Please watch for
updates or contact Rabbi David to be kept in the loop.

Freedom and Mental Health:
OCD, Depression, Anxiety
April 11, 8:30 pm, Location TBA

JUDAISM & MENTAL HEALTH
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Family and Friends,

I

t is hard to believe that one year has already flown
by in my role as President of Beth Emeth. Throughout
the last year we had undertaken the renovation of the
Smushkowitz Concourse lighting, Land Family Lounge and
the Elder Street elevator project which has impacted on
the Clergy Suite, the main office and further accessibility
improvements. We have welcomed many new members
to our synagogue family and continue to engage our long
standing members who continue to call Beth Emeth their
home. I want to thank the various committee chairs who
continue to provide unparalleled content in programming
that enhance our role as a true community hub. The BEBY
Boomers program will address those of us north of 50, while
our Next-Gen programs are taking hold in addressing our
young professionals as was evident by the turnout at their
Soup and Cider Sukkah event. Thank you to Rabbi David for
his continuous efforts to engage this group. This synagogue
continues to feel like a home to me; this community like a
family. I feel energized, ready to forge ahead in another
year of working to strengthen our congregation.
The Jewish calendar is a continuous cycle, an unbroken ebb
and flow of joy and sadness, celebration and mourning.
Chanukah comes at just the right time of year, bringing light
to the darkness and reminding us of the power of miracles.
As is often the case in Judaism, there are many different
lessons that can be extrapolated from the story of Chanukah
that remind us that we must always strive to better ourselves.
We cannot forget that the story of Chanukah is a story of
war. It was a war of independence as the Jews fought the
Syrian-Greek Empire, but there was also an unmistakable
civil war among the different sects of Judaism. Some Jews
went so far as to turn to the Syrian practice of idol worship
while others sacrificed their lives by refusing to break
Jewish law. Many struggles are mirrored today as Jewish
families navigate living Jewishly in Canada in 2018. Some

adapt to the spirit of modernity
while others reject modern
culture altogether. Many fall
somewhere in the middle, just
as was the case over 2000
years ago.
At the time of the Chanukah
story there was hatred among
the Jews. People with differing
Jewish practices were at war
with one another. Their division was their downfall and
serves to teach us a valuable lesson. We must not look to
others with judgment, and we must not pass judgment on
ourselves. Judaism and the Jewish community require an
interrelationship that is uniquely ours. There is not one way
to live a Jewish life and the choice about what is meaningful
for you is yours.
Beth Emeth strives to be a microcosm of this model. Within
these walls there are prayer services, Hebrew classes,
educational lectures, book reviews, Mah Jong games,
exercise classes, Lunch and Learn, and so many other
activities. This holiday season I extend an invitation to each
and every member of our community to try something new
from our wide menu of opportunities. Each step we take
towards finding meaning for ourselves and encouraging
others to do the same, free of judgment, is one step closer
towards becoming a united people. The Chanukah story can
offer more than initially meets the eye. May we learn from
our past, live in the present, and work towards building the
best future possible.
Chag Urim Sameach. Happy Chanukah.

Allan M Snow
President
president@beby.org
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

C

hanukah is the Jewish holiday that is synonymous
with miracles. A miracle is commonly defined as “an
effect or extraordinary event in the physical world
that surpasses all known human or natural power and is
ascribed to a supernatural cause”. Such an effect or event
is often considered the work of G-d and most certainly
a wonder or marvel. I suspect each of us has probably
experienced or recognized miracles in our own lives.

On behalf of the professional
staff team and my own family,
I wish you all a Chag Urim
Sameach.

Pearl Grundland
pearl@beby.org

I am a child of Holocaust survivors. The fact that my parents
survived the Holocaust is a miracle in my mind. The fact
that any Holocaust survivor was able to rebuild his or
her life,after the horrors they witnessed and experienced
personally, to create a new generation of Jewish people
is a miracle. The fact that their children have been having
children and these children are now having children is a
miracle and the fact that survivors’ grandchildren and great
grandchildren choose to live their lives as Jews is a miracle.
On Simchat Torah, on the day we as Jews rejoice and
celebrate the gift of the Torah, Gidon and I experienced the
beautiful miracle of a new grandchild, a granddaughter.
Her parents, Yoni and Lauren, so aptly named her Nessa
because they understood that her existence is truly a miracle
– for so many reasons, including that Nessa is the 20th great
grandchild to my mother and, that she is a child who was
born into a Jewish family whose own existence is a miracle.
For the Jewish people as a nation, Am Yisrael, the fact
that our people has survived and thrived for over 5000
years is truly a miracle. We have faced enemies in every
generation who were intent on eradicating us. Even NOW,
the Jewish world was so recently shattered once again, by
the horrific act of hatred and intolerance, with the horrific
attack on the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh killing 11
precious Jewish people. The Beth Emeth family stands in
solidarity with Pittsburgh and with all Jewish communities
throughout the world wherever the forces of evil try to shake
our foundations.
Our Synagogue is a pillar of Yiddishkeit and public service
in the Toronto community. Let us always remain strong,
vigilant, diligent and dedicated to the perpetuation of our
faith and all that our faith stands for. At Chanukah, this is my
message to you, our dear congregants and members. Beth
Emeth is here for you, to help galvanize this commitment
and to be a home to you and your families where you will
always find your Jewish spiritual connection. We hope you
will take advantage of your relationship with our synagogue
to find strength, courage and comfort in challenging times,
and to find joy, pleasure and contentment in happy times.
—8—

BOARDROOM BANTER

W

ith receiving the notice that it was time to submit
my “Boardroom Banter” article for the Chanukah
Kesher I realized how fast a year can go by.

work together to achieve and
put into effect the decisions that
have been reached.

Chanukah may convey the least religious message of our
holidays but for me it is one of the most inspiring. The story
of Chanukah is about dedication, faith, community and
family. Chanukah teaches us to see the miracles around
us, each and every day, inspiring us to find the balance
between self and family while connecting, and serving our
community.

As the new term begins, I look
forward to continuing to serve
on the Board, fulfilling my
responsibilities of Chairman of
the Board and as Chairman of
the GAASC committees.

After years away from holding a position on the Board, this
past year has re-established my appreciation for what our
synagogue offers our membership. There is such a variety of
programs offered for every generation, serving all aspects
of our collective and individual needs. Beth Emeth is a true
community hub in every sense of the word.
We have a vibrant, exciting and welcoming community.
The variety of programs, events and classes that we offer
is unsurpassed. This is accomplished by dedicated Clergy,
Professional Staff and a group on volunteers who, with each
passing month, exceed any expectation and deserve our
gratitude and respect. Their dedication and endless hours
allow Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda, Hebrew Men of England
to be a showcase of what a synagogue can offer to its’
membership.

On behalf of my wife Lori and our family I would like to wish
you and your family a joyous Chanukah.
Respectfully,

Steven Greenwood
Chairman of the Board, GAASC Chairman
* Governance and Administration Steering Committee*

I would like to recognize the members of the Board who
have completed their term and have decided to take a
break from the commitment of serving our community. Your
dedication has been appreciated. I am certain that although
you may not sit on the Board, your sense of community and
involvement will continue, I look forward to seeing you serve
on committees and continue to be involved. Thank you! It
was my pleasure to work with you.
To the new members who have just been elected to the
Board. Welcome! You are joining a group of dedicated
individuals who work diligently to address the needs of
our membership and the demands necessary to keep our
membership engaged.
As with any organization servicing the needs of a large
community we have faced and will continue to face a variety
of challenges. Our Board consists of members who take on
their committee chairs and Board responsibilities with a
dedication that has earned my respect over and over again.
Board meetings can get heated and loud which represents a
strong Board that is prepared to discuss difficult topics, voice
diverse opinions, but once consensus has been realized
—9—

NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018
BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA
SYNAGOGUE

Directors at Large (Elected):
David Esser
Eric Goldberg
Ella Jacobs
Eleanor Minuk
Barry Ross
Barry Stork
Sheldon Zelsman
Other Matters:
Appointment of the Auditors - Approved
Stephen Werger, Acting-Chief Scrutineer
Past Chair, Nominations Committee
Executive Director: Pearl Grundland
Controller: Iona Berlind

THE VIEW FROM THE VA’AD

T

his past year has been very active in the life of the
Synagogue. I cannot thank enough our group of very
active Past Presidents and Honoured Members that
collectively make up the composition of the Va’ad. As I soon
begin my final year as Immediate Past President I remain
very focused on making sure that the voices of the Va’ad are
heard at the meetings of the Board and Executive. Please
let me share some personal thoughts.
Hemingway wrote, “Today is only one day in all the days
that will ever be. But what will happen in all the other days
that ever come can depend on what you do today”. In the
almost 65 years since our founding, each Past President
without exception learned in ways that few of us will ever
know the true meaning of those words—how each moment,
each day, each choice is a test. History will judge our group
of Past Presidents again and again. And that’s why, when
I and my esteemed predecessors speak words like service
and duty, they do not ring hollow. The Past Presidents,
each in their own way, contributed to the sum of where we
are today.
I am happy that the Va’ad continues to initiate debate where
it feels necessary and I will explain why. The greatest danger
an organization like ours faces is when it suffers collective
amnesia. We must not forget our humble beginnings from
the pitched tent in Bathurst Manor. We must continue to be
relentless in offering well-meaning advice to the leadership
of the day based on the collective experience of decades
gone by. Titles do not create leaders, rather leaders give
definition to titles. Facts are better than dreams and good
people do not have to run from the truth. For greatness
lies not in what office you hold, but in how honest you are,
and how you face adversity, and your willingness to stand

fast in hard places. We must
be a Synagogue of tomorrow!
Optimism must be in our
blood and obstacles can be
overcome. Our future leaders
must continue to have these
qualities and much more.
It is said that if one wants to
pursue a life of meaning and
adventure, the way to do it is
to find the dignity and goodness in every person, to help
others in need and become part of something bigger than
ourselves. Service brings people together that transcend
politics. We must learn to shine a spotlight on the issues
that matter most. Our founders gave us our good name. We
must continue to be true to our Beit HaEmet. Rest assured,
the Va’ad will continue to play an active role as our future of
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Hebrew Men of England continues
to unfold.
On behalf of my colleagues at the Va’ad and my wife
Rochelle and children Seth, Aaron and Shaina, I wish the
entire congregation and greater community a warm and
meaningful Chanukah, where the lights of our Menorah serve
to remind us, not only of our past but of the opportunities of
our synagogue in the years ahead.
Warmly,

Michael Shawn Kerzner
Immediate Past President
Chair – Va’ad (Council of Past Presidents and Honoured Board Members)

— 10 —

ADOPT A MINYAN
For many years, Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue has
offered two services every morning and one evening service
at sunset. Lately, we have faced challenges in ensuring the
required number for the Minyan. We kindly request that
every member of our shul “Adopt a Minyan” on a regular
basis.
In particular, our Second Minyan (8:15am) on Wednesday
morning. Also, our evening Minyanim, fifteen minutes before
sunset, need your help, especially at this season of the year.

Please respond to ritual@beby.org and let us know which
minyan you can “adopt” and the frequency you will attend
(weekly, bi-weekly, monthly etc).
This is a true Mitzvah!

Rabbi Howard Morrison, Rabbi Leslie Lipson, Rabbi David Grundland,
Cantor David Guber
Eric Goldberg and Jeff Springer - Co-Chairs, Ritual Committee

For those who have had to recite Kaddish – you know how
important our daily services are.
For those who have celebrated a weekday lifecycle
milestone, such as a baby–naming, Bar Mitzvah, aufruf,
etc. – you know how important our daily services are.

Send Purim
wishes to your friends with our
special

MISHLOACH MANOT CARDS.
The cost is $36.00 for 10 cards.
Please order from the office.
Proceeds to benefit the
Out of the Cold Program

PLEASE REMEMBER

Beth Emeth for your year-end donations - maximize your tax relief
for 2018! Call or email the office to learn more.

Chanukah Food Drive
Once again, we ask the members of Beth Emeth to participate in our winter food
drive. We ask that you bring bags or items of non-perishable food which will then
be distributed to local food banks. Receptacles will be provided at the Wilmington
Street entrance for the collection of jarred, canned or bottled food items. Everyone is
encouraged to observe the Mitzvah of Tzedakah.
Thank you, Chesed Committee.
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MEMBER SCHOLARSHIPS
Beth Emeth Member Scholarships
Beth Emeth offers many scholarship opportunities to our members. Apply now!*
Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah
Adults and teens of Beth Emeth who have an interest in engaging in advanced Torah study
are welcome to apply. The next deadline for applications is April 2019 for study in 2019.
If you are studying in this coming winter/spring semester and have missed our recent deadline, please contact
Christine in the Synagogue office.
Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Award:
This scholarship supports our congregants’ children and grandchildren in their extra-curricular sporting activities.
Awards will next be granted in June of 2019.
David and Sandra Anisman Israel Fund Scholarships
These are available to members studying or attending programs in Israel. Applications are accepted and
scholarships awarded on an ongoing basis but applications. MUST be submitted prior to departure.
Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund

This fund offers scholarships to members for programs they will be attending which support Jewish continuity.
Scholarships will next be awarded in June of 2019.

*All applications and deadlines can be found online: beby.org/scholarships.html
or by contacting Christine in the Synagogue office.

B

eth Emeth is proud to be able to support our members of all ages through our various scholarship funds. Our four
scholarship funds this year supported over 25 youth and young adults in their various endeavors from studying
Limudai Torah, to Jewish summer camps, to Israel gap year programs, to high level sporting activities.

Over the years, our four scholarship funds— the Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah, the Joseph Smith Sports
Achievement Award, the Rabbi Kelman Endowment Fund and the David and Sandra Anisman Israel Fund—have assisted
100s of Beth Emeth members. We have supported future Rabbis, community leaders, teachers and more.
We continue to encourage all members to apply to our scholarship funds. Full descriptions of the funds and applications
are available online at www.beby.org/scholarships
Please remember, the sustainability of these funds is dependent on your support. When contributing to the Synagogue,
please consider donating to one of these funds to allow the Synagogue to award scholarships to more of our deserving
members.
For more information on how to apply to these funds please contact Christine Peretz in the Synagogue office at
416.633.3838 x288 or at executiveassistant@beby.org
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FUNDRAISING - TERUMAH CAMPAIGN 2018

T

erumah is Beth Emeth’s annual campaign to raise additional funds to support our goal of full inclusion. No one should
ever be refused based on their ability to contribute. Terumah contributions are voluntary gifts that enable you to make
a difference in the lives of our fellow members. The principle is simple: to deliver on a promise made a long time ago
that no member will ever be left behind.
The following people have contributed to Terumah as of October 22, 2018:
Rudolf & Miriam Abel
Hyman & Suzanne Agasee
Mark Albert & Rochelle Zubcov
Lea Algar-Moscoe
Leonard & Rhona Arenson
Irving & Lillian Barmack
Howard & Gail Bergman
Edra Berrin
Ben & Mary Bien
Jack Borenstein & Paula Trattner
Michael Boyd & Sherylan Young
Harold & Judith Bricks
Esther Brown
Sheldon & Shelley Buchalter
Jeffrey & Heather Clayman
Clement Cohen
Steven & Roslyn Cohen
Susan Colomby
Joel Cuperfain
Barry & Lynn Cutler
Yvonne Dadoun
Rita Estrien
Sollie Finklestein
Susan Freedman
Robert & Shari Friedman
Jaime & Susan Furman
Ethel Gasner
Ed Glina & Debbie Tessler
Eddy & Simone Goldberg
Jack & Susan Goldberg
Brian & Gloria Gordon
Avrom & Shirley Gossack
Sandor Grad
Alan Grad & Sandy Leider
Sidney & Reggie Greenberg
Margo Grosbein
Gidon & Pearl Grundland
Albert Hadida
Larry & Simone Herman
Charles & Sheila Horowitz
Fern Horowitz
Norma Hudes
Howard & Miriam Joffe

Thank you
so much!
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Jean Korman
Saul & Myrna Korman
Seth & Ilene Kornblum
Jules & Frances Kronis
Alex Kronovic
Ilan & Robyn Lenga
Jerrold & Robin Lerman
Marlon Levin & Hannah Springer
Olga Luftig
Natie Maister
Shirley Margel
Howard & Charna Nightingale
Larry & Rhona Noble
Daniel Richmond
David & Phyllis Rosenberg
Joel Rosenberg
Jonathan & Edit Rosenstein
Mark & Batya Rottmann
Benjamin & Denise Rouben
Richard & Honi Sacks
Gilles & Paula Schipper
Bernard & Riva Schwartz
Rachel Secter
David & Marlene Sefton
Keith & Sharon Segal
Paul & Karen Seidman
Jay Shanker & Dena Arback
Nachum & Lea Shore
Allan & Susan Snow
David & Bertha Sumner
Michael S. Teitelbaum
Rose Tenenbaum
Malcolm Weinstein
Morty & Pilar Weisselberg
Daniel & Susan Weisz
Vera Weisz
Larry & Darlene Wronzberg
Saul & Carol York
Robert & Dorit Yufe
Michael & Cheryl Zeldin
Sheldon Zelsman
Mark & Sally Zigler

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda
Synagogue and Chai Lifeline
present the14th Annual 2018

Chanukah Toy Drive
dedicated in memory of
Barbara Frances and
Norton Lorne Grimson l”z
Please drop off all NEW, UNWRAPPED TOY donations to the Synagogue
(bins located by the Wilmington Street entrance). If you have any questions, please contact
Rochelle Kerzner at 416.450.7600 or yourpalrochelle@aol.com

Gift Deadline is Sunday, November 25th.
Think of the joy you can bring to a less fortunate child at Chanukah!

CASH DONATIONS ARE WELCOME!

Tax receiptable to the maximum allowed.

CALL 416.633.3838 TO DONATE.

Gift Ideas: Newborn to 10 years ~ dolls, puzzles, arts & crafts, Lego, etc.
10 to 19 years old ~ gift cards, books, makeup

I

t’s that time of year again, when I ask for your support for
the 14th Annual Chanukah Toy Drive in memory of my
dear parents.

If you have any NEW toys at home that your children received
as gifts but do not want, think of donating them to the Toy
Drive, or if you have any unused gift cards that you are not
using, think of donating them (for the teenagers), or you
can always call Beth Emeth Synagogue @ 416.633.3838
and make a monetary donation to the Barbara & Norton
Grimson l”z Chanukah Toy Drive Fund, (tax receiptable to
the maximum allowed). All donations collected go directly
to Chai Lifeline.

the previous years. Let’s make it happen everyone!!
If you can, please email or Facebook share this Toy Drive
flyer to your friends and family.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact
me.
With huge thanks in advance,
Rochelle Kerzner & Family

Rochelle Kerzner
yourpalrochelle@aol.com
Each year I try to collect more toys and more gift cards than 416.450.7600
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OUT OF THE COLD 2019

Begins January 2019

B

eth Emeth Bais Yehuda is looking forward to once
again opening its doors to the homeless by hosting
the Out of the Cold program. This program provides
a warm and welcoming atmosphere, a hot kosher meal,
gently used clothing, a warm bed to sleep in, a bagged
lunch, TTC tokens, a visit with an onsite nurse and toiletries.
The program will run for 8 consecutive Monday nights
and Tuesday mornings from Monday, January 7th until
Monday, February 25th 2019.
This program can only run with your ongoing generous
support. We have seen first-hand how far your donations
have gone and the difference you’ve made in people’s lives.
We are in need of funding and ask that you please consider
this program when making donations commemorating an
occasion or when honouring a loved one to ensure our
commitment to help those most vulnerable in our community.
We are also looking for donations of gently used clothing,
specifically large and extra large jackets and winter
boots, warm winter apparel, and toiletries. Meals can also
be donated at a cost of $18.00. Furthermore, we are
encouraging people to take the opportunity to give back to

the community and volunteer for this program.
This year the program will be co-chaired by Allan Fleisher
and Renee Henry, long time volunteers of Out of the Cold.
We are looking forward to another successful year and are
grateful for your ongoing support.
If you are interested in volunteering this year please send
an email to bebyoutofthecold@gmail.com For financial
donations, please contact the shul office at 416-633-3838.
To donate clothing, please drop it off at the shul office or
leave it with the shul security guard.
We wish you and your family a Happy Chanukah!

Out of the Cold Steering Committee Co-Chairs:
Allan Fleisher
Renee Henry
bebyoutofthecold@gmail.com

Beth Emeth is invited to attend Basking In
Their Light, The Out of the Cold Art Showcase
and Sale. The Showcase will take place on
Sunday, March 31, 2019 from 1 to 3 p.m. in
the Banquet Hall at Beth Sholom Synagogue.
You can help these artists by ensuring that
a large delegation from Beth Emeth attends
the Showcase.
Our goal this year is for our artists to
receive $10,000.
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Reclamation

A Concert in Support of
The Renewal of the Czech Sefer Torah and Beit Halochem Canada
October 18, 2018

Cantor David Guber and the Lachan Choir
led by Cantor Beny Maissner

Violinist Mosher Hammer and Cantor David Guber

We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the following

Presenting Sponsors

Toby and Saul Feldberg & Family
SUSTAINERS

Adele Fogle, Ed Glina & Debbie
Tessler, Michael & Martine Pacht,
Isadore & Marcia Snyder,
Harry & Roslyn Turk,
Malcolm Weinstein

BENEFACTORS

In loving Memory of
Marney Greenstein,
In Loving Memory of
Sydney Greenstein,
Edra Berrin, Yehudi & Sonia Hendler,
Michael & Ilene Kuchinsky,
Bernice Levine, Larry & Rose Ross,
Moishe Wallach

Special thanks to
Mark & Corinne Hammerschlag and family
for generously sponsoring the
Meet & Greet Reception for our
VIP guests following the concert

PATRONS

Dena Arback & Jay Shanker, Ben &
Mary Bien, Alex Eisen, Leo & Hannah
Drukmaler, Gidon & Pearl Grundland,
Mark & Corinne Hammerschlag, Olga
Luftig, Tom & Grace Newman, Larry
& Rhona Noble, Helen Rosenbaum,
Sheldon & Ethel Serota, Izrail & Elena
Vainberg, Louis & Soma Wachsberg,
Gary & Ruthanne Wasserman

SUPPORTERS

Yossi & Muriel Behar, Marsha Bielak,
Celia Druker, Charles & Joy Feldman,
Louis & Brenda Fields, Irving & Sheila
Friedman, John & Nora Freund,
Avrom & Shirley Gossack
Avraham & Noga Grinberg, Stephen
& Judy Holland, Bob & Judy Jack,
Paula Keyfitz, David & Andrea
Kirshenblatt, Tito & Vivian
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Massouda, Gary & Marsha Mayzel,
Al & Jan Mervin, Manny & Ruthie
Putter, Jason Rubinoff & Maureen
Gottesman, Howard & Joan Segal,
Allan & Susan Snow, Irving & Cathy
Stahl, Stephen & Beth Werger, Lydia
White, Ron & Marlene White, Marty
& Fran Wolfe, Jerry & Karyn
Groyeski, Shelley & Helene Shifman,
Alex & Brenda Staroselsky

FRIENDS

Susan Colomby, Jerry Colomby & Evie
Jesin, David Crone, Eric Goldberg,
Helen Katz, Michael & Rochelle
Kerzner, Allen & Simone
Koffman, Jules & Fran Kronis, Sarah
Mayer,Lindi Rivers, Bonnie-Sue
Solomon, Matthew Solomon, Robert
Solomon, Jason Stein, Michael
Sugarman, Avi Whiteman, Margo
Grosbein

CZECH TORAH PROJECT

PROJEKT ČESKÉ TÓRY

he Torah scroll that we are restoring is over 300
years old and comes from Czechoslovakia where
over 300,000 Jews lived prior to World War II. In
1942, members of the existing Jewish community in
Prague brought a large collection of Judaica, which included
over 1,500 Torah scrolls, to the Central Jewish Museum in
Prague from synagogues and communities in Bohemia and
Moravia. They then painstakingly catalogued and lovingly
stored the artifacts, some of which were hundreds of years
old, in the hopes that their actions would ultimately defy the
Nazi’s wishes to eradicate Judaism.
Since late April, our Magiah (proofreader), Rabbi Aaron Dov
Zacks, has been meticulously repairing the Czech Torah so
that it will be kosher for our use. We have been documenting
the restoration through weekly photo journals and articles.
Our Czech Torah Steering Committee has already held two
exciting activities of the many year-long activities we have
planned to ensure that everyone can participate in learning
about our beautiful Czech Torah. On Simchat Torah and at the
Annual General Meeting a museum style walk-through exhibit
was set up which featured photographs and explanations
of the restoration process. There was an opportunity to see
the Czech Torah up close in the exhibit! On October 18,
Cantor Guber starred in the Redemption Concert in support
of the renewal of our Czech Torah. In November, members
of Kadima and students of Aleph Beit Chadash and their
families participated in educational activities about the Czech

Torah. Our synagogue’s Annual Family Chanukah party
will be held on Sunday, December 2, where we will help
youth and young families learn about the Torah. On January
17, students in the Bar and Bat Mitzvah program and their
families will participate in a special activity and on February
6, children in Gan Yeladim and their families will have the
opportunity to share in the learning. On March 6 we will host
Lenka Lichtenberg and a group of four talented musicians in
an outstanding program that combines the award winning
artist’s beautiful, spiritual and lively music with a multi-media
presentation documenting repurposed synagogues in the
Czech Republic. We will welcome Noreen Gilletz for a prePesach cooking demonstration on April 9, which will serve as
a fundraiser for the Project. Finally, we will cap off our year of
celebration with a Gala parade and dinner on May 9. Keep
your eye on the Shabbat Bulletin and e-blasts for details about
registration and times of all these exciting events as well as
numerous sponsorship opportunities.
There is still a lot of work to be done and many opportunities
for everyone to participate. We welcome you in being part
of the journey of the Czech Torah Restoration Project at Beth
Emeth Bais Yehuda. Come be a part of the 613th mitzvah of
participating in the writing of a Sefer Torah. Please contact
Eleanor Minuk or Sheldon Zelsman through the synagogue
office.
Stay up to date with project at: beby.org/czechitout
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WELCOMING THE WIERZBNIKER SOCIETY

E

ach successive night of Chanukah we light an
additional candle symbolizing our willingness
and ability to increase in good deeds and to
strive to be more than we were the previous day. In
its history, Beth Emeth has institutionally exemplified
this principle; first by amalgamating with Bais Yehuda
and then by welcoming Hebrew Men of England
to the Beth Emeth home. In recent past, we were
privileged to grow when a remnant from Shaar
Shalom joined our family. With each new addition,
we have grown richer and stronger.
Recently, Beth Emeth again opened its doors to
welcome the Wierzbniker Society (formerly the
Wierzbniker Friendly Mutual Benefit Society) to our
home.
Mutual benefit societies were instrumental to the
Jewish immigrant experience. Associations often
connected to geographical towns in the old country
formed to help each other find employment.
Members shared resources insuring against
unemployment and providing burial services at time
of need. Over time, as secular society developed a
more robust social safety net, mutual benefit societies
changed and the focus became socializing and
taking care of burial needs.
The Holocaust tragically intervened and benefit
societies again took a role in welcoming survivors
and in integrating them into a new life. Holocaust
education together with remembrance and
memorialization of those murdered became
paramount. Now these societies are approaching
the last chapters of their institutional lives. The
Wierzbniker Society recognized the need to transition
its work and legacy to the next generation. The
Society also recognized that Beth Emeth has the
institutional framework and commitment to Holocaust
education to carry on the Society’s legacy to the next
generation. To that end, the Wierzbniker Society
has joined us and made Beth Emeth its new home.
Beth Emeth is honoured to take up the responsibility
of carrying forward the legacy and obligation of the
Society.
May our institutional strength increase like the lights
of Chanukah allowing us to fulfill our commitment to
good deeds and to acts of loving kindness.

Gwendolyn L. Adrian
Weirzbniker Society President
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CLUB SAMEACH

for seniors

Rouhama Danto presenting
“Dubi Arie’s Mural: The Mission of 4,000
Years of Jewish History.”

A

revelant question for the elderly is, how can I have
more fulfillment in my life now without actually
changing the things I’m doing? At Club Sameach we
attempt to just do that! We bring programs and events that
engage participants in positive activities and we provide
opportunities to enhance the opportunities to develop
relationships. This premise is based on Plato’s description
of the primary values of life of being The Good, The True
and The Beautiful. Philosopher Ken Wilber refers to the
objective, subjective and collective, I, We, You, as the three
ways we can understand the world.
We at BEBY’s Club Sameach are attempting to develop
this environment of friendship! Here is an example of our
weekly programs:
Tuesdays 1:15 – 3:30 pm. $3.
Guest speakers, lectures, workshops, book reviews, authors
and movies. We meet in the Tessler Lounge, cabaret style.
Refreshments are served.
Every third Sunday of the month, 3:00 – 5:00 pm. $5.
We have launched a Sunday program for music, listening
and dancing, This is an opportunity to renew acquaintances
and meet new people. The first event was a Tea Dance in
September. The second in October was the entertainment of
Esther and Rudy.

The following are our upcoming exciting events:
November 27: Movie: “The Great Waltz.”
Presenter Sheldon Glass.
December 4: “Yiddish Vinkel” Friends of Yiddish.
Songs and Stories Sing Along.
December 11: Chanukah Lunch & Entertainment
presenting Klara Bagley in her new One Woman Show,
My Musical Story. Lunch $12 per person.
December 18: Movie
Sunday, December 23: Come to the Yiddish Cabaret:
Yiddish Music is Alive!
January 8: New Year’s Resolutions, guest speaker
January 15: Tell Your Story
Sunday, January 20: Featuring a Klezmer Band.
January 22: Art is a Reflection of Life, guest speaker.
January 29: Movie
Please check our flyers and please register at Beth Emeth,
416.633.3838. Registration is required for all the events.
In closing, I wish you all a very joyous and happy Chanukah
and a fun filled New Year. Let’s rejoice!

Rosalie Shadlyn Ed.D
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SENIORS MATTER: LIFE’S CHALLENGES IN
2018/2019

S

eniors Matter: Life’s Challenges in 2018/2019 focuses on various issues of importance to seniors and their families:

On October 25, Ken Stern showed his highly interesting and informative documentary on abuse in different cultural
communities in Toronto (See images from event below). Here are the sessions for the upcoming year:
Thursday, December 6: We welcome journalist and TV personality from Citynews, Cristina Howorun, to speak about some
of the current concerns around nursing homes and retirement homes.
Sunday, March 31: Dr. Brian Goldman will talk about his book, The Power of Kindness.
Thursday, May 16: We close our series this year with police officer Jason Peddle talking about fraud and scams.
All programs begin at 10:00AM. The cost is $5 per person per session for a continental breakfast and the presentation.
Please register in advance through the office.
Each of the presentations will be followed by a Question and Answer session. Please register on-line or call the office at
416.633.3838 to ensure you have a spot at this year’s series. Our program is open to the entire community, so invite
your neighbours to join us.
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BEBY BOOMERS

Highlights from the opening BEBY Boomers event,
Wine and Food Pairing
with chef and author Amy Mizrachi-Stopnicki
and Toby Berkel & Avi Gislason from the Tzafona Winery

With our first program now behind us, we invite you to save the date, Wednesday, March 26, 2019 for an informative financial
program. Jamie Golombek will be joining us to share some valuable insight on how to make your money work for you. A wellknown tax expert with a weekly column in the National Post, he is Managing Director of Tax and Estate Planning at CIBC. He
has also appeared as a guest on CBC Newsworld and The National
and is a regular personal finance guest on the Marilyn Denis Show.
We are delighted to be able to bring this program to you and look
forward to your registration and attendance.
Chag Sameach,

Co-Chairs: Marlene White and Susan Colomby
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MUSIC COMMITTEE

W

elcome to our Chanukah article. The coming
months will again offer musical and playful events
for you and your family to enjoy. Here are some
of the programs we are working on for the next few months.
•
•
•
•

In January, the Shabbat Shira weekend will bring music
and conversation
March will once again bring the BEBY Players to the
stage in the Purim Play entitled We Will Rock Your
Megillah
Coming in April during Pesach we are planning a
Chol Hamoed Cabaret which will feature young talent
at Beth Emeth
Friday night services always have extra meaning when
they are presented as a Shabbatini. Stayed tuned for
news about our next event!

Please make a point of joining us during one or all of our
upcoming programs and bring the whole family for a grand
time.

On behalf of the entire Committee we wish you all a happy
and joyous Chanukah season.
Regards,

Perry Davis
Bernice Levine
Co-Chairs, Music Committee

Purim Spiel — We Will Rock Your Megillah
A New Original Purim Spiel by the BEBY Players

Save the Dates!
Purim Spiel

WE WILL ROCK
YOUR MEGILLAH
Premiere Performance
March 17th - Sunday Noon Matinee
Encore Performance
Wednesday, March 20th
after the Megillah Reading in the sanctuary
Tickets available in advance from
the shul office, or at the door.
Reserved seats available only in advance.
Ticket prices TBA
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YOUTH & YOUNG FAMILIES

C

hanukah sameach, BEBY Families!

We’ve had a great start to the programming year,
and I can’t wait to share what is in store for the winter!
Our Family Shabbat program is better than ever. We
have had a BLAST at several middle school programs,
we’ve enjoyed a delicious Shabbat dinner, we kicked off
our annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah program, and our new Teen
Shabbat program is shaping up to be a great way for
post-Bar/Bat Mitzvah teens to engage with our Shul. There
is so much happening in the BEBY Youth Department, and
I encourage you to come and see what it’s all about at one
of our many upcoming programs and events.
As always, if you have questions about any of our
programs, or ideas for programs you’d like to see at Beth
Emeth, reach out to me and let me know! I can be reached
via email youth@beby.org or by phone, ext. 229.

Dale Gold,
Youth and Family Program Director

Shabbat Activities
GAN SHABBAT
Weekly Shabbat programming and babysitting for children SK and younger, including songs, games, Jewish learning
and healthy snacks. Gan Shabbat runs all year ‘round from 10 am until the end of services in the BEBY Babies room
on the lower level near the parking lot side.
MINI MINYAN
(Jr. Congregation)
Welcome to our re-imagined Shabbat and Yom Tov program for youth grades 1 and up. This interactive service consists
of engaging Shabbat prayers, discussions, games and snack. Program begins at 10 am in the Inwentash Centre every
Shabbat and Yom Tov.
YOUTH KIDDISH
For all our participants in the Gan Shabbat and Mini Minyan, Kiddish is provided monthly following the completion
of services in the Inwentash Centre. Sponsor a Youth Kiddish in honour of a special occasion such as your child or
grandchild’s birthday or other milestone! Please contact youth@beby.org for further details.
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UPCOMING YOUTH & YOUNG FAMILIES PROGRAMS
Saturday, November 24 - Middle School Knight Out

Come for the feast, stay for the show! We’re headed to
Medieval Times for the evening, together with Beth Tikvah
and Beth Sholom. $36 per participant.

Sunday, December 2 – Family Chanukah Party
Our annual Chanukah party is back featuring dinner, a
DJ, and of course, the lighting of the Chanukiah! This year,
we’re excited to include a special portion of the event to
celebrate our synagogue’s Czech Torah.
Saturday, December 8 – Family Shabbat
An interactive Shabbat service, with lots of singing,
participation, and discussion, followed by lunch.

Friday, February 8- Sat February 9 Shabbat in the 6ix
A new spin on our annual winter Shabbaton – save the
date!! More details coming soon.
Saturday, February 23 – Teen Shabbat
Saturday, March 2 – Family Shabbat
Saturday, March 16 – Teen Shabbat

Saturday, December 15 – Teen Shabbat
Our Teen Service followed by lunch. As always, this
service is by the teens, for the teens – so let us know what
you’d like to see!
Saturday, January 12 – Family Shabbat

Saturday, February 2 – Family Shabbat

Sunday, March 17 – BEBY Purim Carnival
Our Purim Carnival returns better than EVER!
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program
Friday, December 14 – Shabbat Dinner
Tuesday, January 15 – Czech Out The Torah

Friday, January 18 – Family Shabbat Dinner

Thursday, February 7 – Bar/Bat MItzvah
Program - Prayer

Saturday, January 19 – Teen Shabbat

Tuesday, March 5 – All About Israel

Please note: All of our Youth Department programs now use online registration! Check out the Youth/Family pages on www.beby.org for
registration forms and more information. Email Dale, youth@beby.org with any questions about our programs.
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FUN WITH BEBY!

FAMILY
CHALLAH
BAKE
MIDDLE
SCHOOL
SUKKAH
HOP
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ShinShinim 2018-2019

C

an you imagine leaving your family and home, flying
13 hours to another community and within days of
arrival finding yourself in the whirlwind of the High
Holy Days and Sukkot at a shul with customs different from
your own? Well, our intrepid ShinShinim jumped right in to
the BEBY festivities with smiles on their faces. They happily
met several families at the Welcome BBQ, schmoozed with
the middle school kids on the Limo Sukkah Hop, got a taste
for some silliness with the younger kids during Hakafot, and
were honoured to have an Aliyah on Simchat Torah. Yael
and Omri have also delivered a Dvar Israel from the bema
and engaged our youth during services every shabbat.
Now that their warm-up is over, their marathon begins.
Omri and Yael will be continuing their Adult Ed series
“Golda’s Kitchen” on December 15th. Each session will
include a cooking class and active discussion about various
Israeli topics. So come out to feed your stomach and your
mind!
Yael and Omri will also be starting a monthly post-kiddush
series to discuss the similarities and differences in opinions
and ideas between Israeli society and the diaspora. The
first lively conversation will be on December 8th and is titled,
“Progressive Zionism”. So, enjoy some refreshments then
mosey on over to our fabulous Israeli Emissaries and have
a chat. Please check the Shabbat bulletin and the carousel
for location details about all of their programs.
Sadly, my time as ShinShinim Lay Leader is coming to an
end. UJA – Israel Engagement mandates that a fresh Lay
Leader is welcomed to the family every three years. I have
loved getting to know Bar & Shir, Noam & Ronny and Omri
& Yael. In fact, I’ve met our ShinShinim for dinner in Israel
during visits and plan on doing so again in November. Yay!!
The LL finds host families for each ShinShin for one term and
makes certain they are comfortable and happy. Anyone
who is interested in working with our Site Supervisor, Dale
Gold, and the ShinShinim, please contact youth@beby.org
for more information.
Happy Happy Chanukah!!

The 2018-2019 Beth Emeth ShinShinim
Omri (left) and Yael (right) inside the
Beth Emeth Sukkah

May the light continue to shine upon you and yours. Be well.
Karla Yakobi
Youth Chair & ShinShinim Lay Leader
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The Aleph Beit Chadash School @ Beth Emeth
Jewish Learning for your Child

A

leph Beit Chadash is off to a great start. We have
been busy learning about the High Holidays and
engaging in learning experiences and discussions
about the significance of the Holy days. Our students
thoroughly enjoyed contributing to the shul sukkah and
helping to decorate it. They also enjoyed eating their
“edible” Torah in honour of Simchat Torah. As students
continue to develop reading skills and Hebrew vocabulary
they continue to be engaged in critical discussions about
their Jewish identity and connection to Israel.
Students at Aleph Beit Chadash have been practising the
Shabbat blessings and are also encouraged to practise at
home while using their hand crafted Challah covers and
homemade challahs that we made in class. We are also
grateful to once again have our ShinShinim engaging us in
learning about Israel.
In honour of Holocaust Remembrance, our students have
been engaged in learning about the Holocaust through
stories and discussions. Our older students have also had
the opportunity to learn about an individual child who died
during the Holocaust and perform a mitzvah in his/her
name.
Aleph Beit Chadash has several exciting events that we
are looking forward to in January, February and March.
Our ShinShinim will be joining us for several dynamic and
moving programs around Israel engagement. We will
enjoy another chocolate seder and also create beautiful
ceramic seder plates to use on our own seder tables.
If you know of any Jewish child in your family or among
your friends who would like to join our program, there is still
space. Please have them contact schooldirector@beby.org.

Shauna Small
Education Director
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

T

his Chanukah season will bring joy and memories of
past years filled with latkes and dreidels. We want
to extend this feeling into the new year with lectures
designed to educate you and your family. Here is a list of
the wonderful programs you will want to be a part of over
the coming months.
The Continuing Education Committee wishes you a wonderful
and joyous Chanukah season. We look forward to seeing
you at these lectures and hope they inspire thought and
discussion.

Perry Davis and Marlene White
Co-Chairs, Continuing Education Committee

LORNE OPLER
Personal Trainer

What the Torah and Our Sages
Tell Us About the Importance of
Diet and Exercise

Wednesday, January 16
RABBI WAYNE ALLEN
Discussing his latest book*
“Prescription For An Ailing World”

Thursday, February 14

SALLY ZERKER

Professor Emeritus at York University
Jewish Legal and Indigenous Rights
to the Land of Israel

Thursday, February 28

NICK MAES
Teacher and Writer

Modernity and Assimilation:
How Are Jews To Survive?

It was a packed house to hear Tarek Fatah on
Saturday, November 3, 2018, as he discussed
the topic The Jew is Not My Enemy: A Muslim
Perspective on Jewish-Muslim Relations

Thursday, March 28
*Available for purchase
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WEEKLY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING
SHABBAT

• Tish and Torah with Rabbi Lipson - Learning sessions for
the Parshat Ha’Shavua at 10:00 am

• Rabbinics Study Group – Daf Ha’Shavua - The Weekly
Page of Talmud for beginning or intermediate students of
Talmud. We will explore page by page the first Tractate
of the Talmud known as Masechet Berachot. We will be
using the Koren Talmud Bavli Daf Yomi Edition which
contains the text in its original as well as full English
translation and commentary by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.
Taken from the introduction, “The primary focus of the
tractate is the myriad ways in which a Jewish person
expresses his faith throughout his life.” On Shabbat
afternoons, 35 minutes prior to Mincha.

SUNDAYS

Hebrew Reading Level II: Level II: FREE. For those who can
slowly read Hebrew but want practice saying and singing
the Shabbat prayers. Sunday, March 10 from 9 - 10:45 am,
6 weeks, including the last one learning the Hagaddah. Call
the office to register. Led by Michael Kinrys.
• Tanach Study Group – Led by shul members and meeting
in their homes, this interactive study group analyzes and
discusses various Tanach texts. Check the weekly bulletin
for dates and locations.

MONDAYS

• The Rabbi’s Study Class - The Weekly Parsha with Rashi
7:15 pm At each session, we will study from the weekly
Torah portion with the commentary of Rashi, supplemented
with questions and applications to comtemporary Jewish
life. No prior background is required.

TUESDAYS

• Study Group: Sponsored by Sisterhood – Rabbis
Morrison & Lipson alternate weekly in leading this class.
10:00 -11:30 am in the Tessler Lounge. Rabbi Morrison’s
class topic: Touring the Siddur/Jewish Prayer Book We will examine core structures and texts with the aid
of historical, literary and inspirational commentaries.
Throughout the year, we will focus on the prayers found in
the Siddur. Course runs Tuesday morning from
10:00 - 11:30 am (every other Tuesday).
Rabbi Lipson teaches Samuel II—the Book of Kings:
Politics & Power in Biblical Israel.

Beit Midrash program learning with
Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner
The Strangest Stories Ever Told: Daniel,
with Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner
Daniel, a Jew in the Babylonian royal court, became
the top advisor of multiple Babylonian kings. He faced
jealousy, intrigue, and assassination attempts. He
interpreted dreams and predicted the future. What is his
story?

10-11 am on Wednesdays
January 9, 16, 23, 30 (4 weeks). Fee: $40
Register: torontotorah.com/daniel or 416-783-6960
For more information, please email info@torontotorah.com
or call 416-783-6960.
Wednesday morning classes at Beth Emeth from Yeshiva University Torah
MiTzion Beit Midrash Zichron Dovs

— 29 —

ROSEN JUDAICA
GIFT SHOP

CHAN

UKAH

!

is just
around
th
Rosen
Judaic e corner. Are
a Gift
Drop
you
Chanu in and see o Shop staff w prepared? T
h
ur b
kah
ant to
help yo e
carry c candles and eautiful han
u.
uk
h
sticks, allah boards hostess gifts. iahs, dreide
klafs, b kiddush cups , challah cov Remember w ls,
,
e
o
e also
in othe oks, kippot, tzedakah bo rs, Shabbat
candle
Isra
rw
xes
also ha ords, everyth eli jewelry, P , mezuzah c
o
i
a
prices ve non-Judai ng you need ssover merc vers,
ca
ar
ha
fo
compa e unbeatable rticles too n r a Jewish h ndise umero
ome. W
rable t
(no tax
u
o any
s
e
)
t
o
a
nd
na
high e
nd bou our free gift me. Our
wrapp
serving tique. We l
o
ok forw ing is
you.
Take n
ard to
ote o
Thursd f our new h
our
ay from
10:00 s Tuesday, W
am
ed
appoin till 12:30 p nesday,
m or b
tment.
y
Wishin
g you
a very
happy
Chanu
kah!
Sonia He
nd
Gift Shop ler
Chair

— 30 —

LIBRARY

Lunch & Literature

E

llin Bessner’s Double Threat
goes beyond a customary
recounting of dates and battles
to tell the fascinating story of Jews
who served in World War II to
defeat the perils to both democracy
and the survival of the Jewish people.
The heroism and self-sacrifice of
service-members who sometimes
faced anti-Semitism even within their
own ranks may already be wellknown to some readers, but Bessner’s
book provides moving insight into
the experiences and personal stake
faced by a wide range of individuals.
Timely reading for Chanukah, reminding us
why the battles fought by the Maccabees are never really
over, but the humour and heart of the participants make this
a rewarding read any time. (Submitted by Brenda Patlik)
Henna House by Nomi Eve begins in Yemen in 1920, at a
time when the Muslim community could adopt and convert a
Jewish orphan unless she is married. Adela is an 8-year old
child in such a situation. Her father is sickly and her parents
can find no one for her to marry. As the story transpires, we
learn about the customs and cultures of Jewish Yemeni, with
whom we share many beliefs and practices. Adela does
find love but also suffers from the betrayal of those who
are closest to her. She ultimately is vindicated and settles in
Israel. Henna takes on a significance far beyond adornment
in this fascinating tale.

$25 per person for a delicious catered lunch by Uptown
Catering followed by the book review. Lunch begins at
1:00 PM. Please register no later than the Tuesday before
the event to ensure a spot.
Thursday, Dec. 6
Ruby Newman will be
reviewing Eternal Life by
Dara Horn
Generously sponsored by
Canterbury Place and
Four Elms

Thursday, Feb. 7
Phillippa Sheppard will be
reviewing
The Women in the Castle
by Jessica Shattuck
Generously sponsored by
Kensington Place

Thursday, Jan. 10
Ruth Marshall will be
talking about her book
Walk It Off*
Generously sponsored by
Hilary Prusznowski

Thursday, April 11
Sidura Ludwig will be
talking about her book
Holding My Breath*
Generously sponsored by
Viva Retirement Communities

B

KS AND BAGELS

$5 per person for a bagel, coffee, danish and book talk.
Sessions start at 10:00 AM. Please register at the office no
later than the Tuesday before the event to ensure a spot.
Sunday, Feb. 3
Joanna Goodman will be
talking about her book The
Home for Unwanted Girls*

The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris is the true
story of Lale Sokolov. As was often the case with so many
survivors, bizarre circumstances resulted in Lale taking
on roles and being in situations that he could never have
imagined - Lale finds himself as the person who tattoos
numbers on those entering Auschwitz/Birkenau. His job
grants him many freedoms not shared by others at the camp,
but it also affords him the opportunity to witness horrors
that others did not live to talk about after. He meets Gita,
his besheret, and he is determined that they will not only
both survive but live to be happy and fulfilled one day. This
short but extremely powerful story was lovingly recorded
by Heather Morris, who spares no punches and who so
evocatively allows the goodness of humanity to shine
through.
On behalf of the Library Committee, I wish everyone a very
happy Chanukah,

Eleanor Minuk
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Sunday, March 31
Brian Goldman will be
talking about his book
The Power of Kindness*

*Authors will be selling autographed copies of books

Sharon Hart-Green, author of
Come Back for Me, was our first
speaker in this year’s Lunch and
Literature series on October 18,
2018. She talked about her past
and how it informed her writing,
which brought a deeper and
richer level of understanding to
her book, the dovetailing of a
story about a teenage girl from
Bathurst Manor in the 1960s and
a Holocaust survivor who refuses
to give up on looking for his sister
after the war. A lovely afternoon
was enjoyed by all.

YIZKOR BOOK COVER ART
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda is providing the opportunity for those
who are artistically-inclined to produce artwork that will be
used on the cover of the upcoming Yizkor Book, which will be
published for use on Shavuot 2019. This can be a wonderful
and unique chance to honour your loved ones.
We greatly encouraage all submissions.
If you or anyone you know would be interested,
please contact Tevy and send your submissions to
marketing@beby.org
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CHESED KNITTERS
Our Monday morning group is continuing to grow as more
people join us to knit, crochet and chat. We appreciate your
donations which allow us to purchase yarn for the blankets
we make for the Linus project, geared to children in hospitals
and shelters around the city, and for the knitted hats we
send to Israeli soldiers. If you are travelling to Israel and can
spare some room in your luggage, please help us deliver
hats to the soldiers. Please contact the office and someone
from our group will contact you.

Senior’s GENTLE Exercise Group

Everyone is welcome to join us Monday mornings from
10:00 – 11:30 am in the library.

Sponsored by Sisterhood.
Led by Circle of Care personnel. Bi-weekly.
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00 am - 12:00 noon
FREE! Call the office to register.
A signed waiver is required.

FRUMBA!

WOMEN’S CARDIO DANCE FITNESS
Sponsored by BEBY Sisterhood

Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm

Learn simple, easy to follow fun dance step fitness routines, set to uplifting and exciting
music. Enjoy a great social hour and get a total workout that’s so much fun, it never
feels like work at all! All ages welcome and no previous experience is needed.
Please note that class will only run with sufficient numbers registered. For pricing and
drop-in rates, any questions and to sign up, contact Bette at frumbadance@gmail.com

CELEBRATING 38 YEARS!
N YELADIM
GA

ĺ Ķİ Ķ ļį
Ĺ
Gan Yeladim Day Care, located in Beth Emeth Synagogue since 1980, is a warm, loving day care for children
aged 18 months to 6 years. Gan Yeladim offers a full day of fun and varied programming, rich in Jewish
content, that will introduce your child to new experiences and foster their development. All staff are
qualified and experienced ECE teachers who provide the children at the centre with the education, love and
support to help them grow and thrive.
Gan Yeladim provides hot, kosher, dairy and parve lunches and 2 snacks daily. SPACES AVAILABLE NOW !
For further information or to register, please contact us at 416.638.1796 or administrator@ganyeladim.com
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THE KADIMA CENTRE

I

t has been a great start to the Kadima year. We celebrated the High Holidays with learning, songs, delicious food, a
visit to the Sukkah with Rabbi David and a great dance party. Fall began with an amazing trip to Chudleigh’s Apple
Farm, sponsored by B’nai Brith. We participated in the Czech Torah project, visited the chapel, learnt and created
beautiful art. The Kadima participants have also started working on a new drama project, ‘A Cantata’ written & directed
by Dr. Rosalie Shadlyn.
Please join us on Sunday, December 2nd, for our annual Chanukah party and enjoy the 3rd performance of
‘The Kadima Choir!’
Experience the joy & enthusiasm for yourself by volunteering or sponsoring a program for the Kadima Centre!
Best Wishes & Happy Chanukah,

Margie Arosh
Director, Kadima Centre
416 .841.7585
margieskitchen@gmail.com

THE KADIMA CENTRE 2019 WINTER/SPRING
SCHEDULE (DECEMBER 2018 - APRIL 2019)
All Programs run from 2:00 - 3:30 pm unless otherwise indicated
If you cannot attend a program, please call Margie at 416-841-7585

1. December 2 – Chanukah Party, First Day of Chanukah
2. December 9 – Karaoke. $1
3. December 16 – Creature Quest. $1
4. December 23 – Kadima Closed
5. January 13 – Bowling
6. January 20 – Tu Bishvat Seder Cooking Class Program. $2
7. January 27 – Bingo
8. February 3 – Zumba Dance at Beth Emeth
9. February 10 – Art Program
10. February 17 – Family Day Weekend – Kadima Closed
11. February 24 – Dance instructor at Prosserman JCC. $2. (4588 Bathurst Street in Room 107 and 211/211A)
Off-campus, No bus provided – meet at the JCC at 2 pm
12. March 3 – Music Program. $1
13. March 10 – Bingo
14. March 17 – Purim Carnival
15. March 24 – Dance instructor at Prosserman JCC (4588 Bathurst Street In Room 107 and 211/211A) Offcampus, $2 cost, No bus provided – meet at the JCC at 2 pm
16. March 31 – Healthy Eating Cooking Class. $2
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A NEXT-GEN PERSPECTIVE
REPRINT OF AN ADDRESS TO THE CONGREGATION ON
SHABBAT NOACH, OCTOBER 13, 2018
BY AMANDA SNOW

I

am honoured to be here today to share such a special
weekend for my family with our synagogue community.
My father Allan celebrated his 60th birthday yesterday.
While I tried to find the perfect gift for the occasion, nobody
could outdo my brother Jason who is bringing so much joy
to the family by marrying his fiance Melissa tomorrow,
right here in the very same sanctuary that my parents were
married in 36 years ago. It is rare to have our whole family
under one roof and I feel blessed that once again, Beth
Emeth has brought us together.
This week’s parsha is Noach, the story of a great flood
and a righteous man named Noah. Noah was instructed to
build an ark to save his family and two of each animal. The
rain came for 40 days and 40 nights, covering the highest
mountains and blotting out all living things. Only Noah and
those who were with him on the ark were left unharmed.
After the flood humanity was united. The descendants of
Noah remained a single people, with a single language
and culture, for ten generations. They then defied God by
deciding to build a tower so great that its top would reach
the heavens, a tower known as the tower of Bavel. God
saw what the people were doing and was very angry. God
confused their language so that one no longer understood
the language of the other. This caused the people to
abandon their project and disperse across the face of the
earth. To this day there are more than 6,500 languages
spoken in the world.
The Miriam-Webster dictionary defines language as the
words, their pronunciation, and the methods of combining
them used and understood by a community. In the Jewish
world today we strive for community, but I do not believe
that we are not all speaking the same language as one
another.
Judaism looked a certain way to me growing up. It meant
praying at a synagogue, keeping kosher, celebrating
holidays, and other traditional practices in line with Jewish
law. I viewed these practices as optional for myself, but
my involvement with them was always the scale on which I
evaluated how Jewish I felt and how Jewish I was perceived
to be.
It wasn’t until I was in my mid twenties that I started to question
this language of Judaism that I had grown accustomed
to. What does it mean to be religious? Is that the same

as being observant? Could I
be a religious person without
being observant of Torah laws?
As I started to become more
involved in the community I was
taken aback by interactions I
began noticing with my peers.
“You are SO Jewish, I’m not that
Jewish.” they would say to me- as if I somehow had more
ownership over my Judaism than they did because of my
access to Jewish life. As if we were any different from one
another because of our education or family or practice.
This language did not sit well with me - this measurement
of “How Jewish are you?” - the combination of these words
in this order was not helping me understand or express my
Judaism and was isolating to those around me.
After a lot of self-exploration, there was a shift for me, a shift
in language so minor but one that made all the difference.
I stopped trying to answer the question “How Jewish are
you?” and instead focused on answering for myself, “How
are you Jewish?”
How am I Jewish? My Judaism never felt like a choice for
me. My grandparents Mina and Majer Snow, zichronam
livracha, were my greatest role models. They were also
Holocaust survivors, and watching them live a robust Jewish
life after all that they had lost and all that they had been
through was enough for me to know that Judaism needed to
play a role in my life. But how was I Jewish? What Jewish
values did I want to guide me, what rituals felt meaningful,
what could Judaism offer to me as I worked to navigate
other aspects of my life?
I am a millennial, or as some like to call it, the ME ME
ME generation. We are delaying partner-marrying and
house-buying and kid-having for longer than any previous
generation. There are many negative stereotypes associated
with millenials and many challenges that come from being a
part of this generation, but I have to say, I think that being
a millenial has offered me the opportunity to explore my
Judaism in a profound way. I have been blessed with the
gift of time - time living outside of my parent’s house, time
before building my own family, time to deeply explore what
I want my Jewish life to look like. This time can make all the
difference. For some, this time outside of organized Jewish
community can have the opposite effect. The days of being
engaged as an undergraduate student have passed and
programming for young Jewish families feels distant. These
years are crucial in ensuring a Jewish future.
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My experience as a founding resident of Moishe House
Toronto is what sparked my passion for Jewish community,
young adult engagement and education. Moishe House is
an international organization that empowers Jews in their
20s to create meaningful, welcoming, home-based Jewish
communities for themselves and their peers. I opened the
house with some friends in January 2015. We would host 7
events a month in our home, from Shabbat dinners to holiday
celebrations, movie nights, cooking classes, volunteering,
and social events. To be honest, I was surprised and
overwhelmed at the turnout we would get at our events. I
had no idea that this many people were asking the same
questions as me - how am I Jewish? What role do I want
Judaism to play in my life? I was inspired and motivated by
the strong relationships that I developed and the impact that
I was able to have as a leader in the Jewish community.
Since then I have been working to equip myself with a
deeper knowledge of Judaism and community leadership
in order to best serve the needs of Jewish young adults
globally. I believe that making Jewish texts, community,
and culture accessible to learners will enable and empower
them to make intentional choices about their unique Jewish
experience.

ways of connecting with people, different combinations of
different words in order to create a broader understanding
that open the doors for anyone and everyone to create their
own meaningful connections?
The people who were building that tower could no
longer communicate with one another and it ended in the
fragmentation of humanity. My blessing for you all is that
when it seems that communication is impossible, pause,
reflect, and turn to wonder. May this week’s parsha motivate
us all to be more open, welcoming, and understanding to
all, regardless of the language they may speak.
Shabbat Shalom

My Jewish education is something that I cherish because it
gives me the tools to do the work that I love. Thanks to the
generosity of this synagogue, I was able to spend a year
studying Torah in Jerusalem in the experiential educators
program at the Pardes Institute of Jewish studies, followed by
a year in New York City completing my masters degree in
Jewish education at the Jewish Theological Seminary. Thank
you to the David and Sonia Anisman Israel Scholarship
Fund, The Rabbi Joseph Kelman Fund, and The Karol
Family Scholarship Fund for Limudai Torah for supporting
my education. I would also like to thank Rabbi Morrison for
his constant support throughout this journey.
I am now one of the lucky few who wake up everyday
excited to go to work. In my position as Director of Graduate
Student Life at Columbia/Barnard Hillel, I am able to speak
a language of compassion, meeting people where they
are and helping them explore their Judaism. Young adults
are not apathetic towards their Judaism, they are simply
seeking an invitation, seeking permission to explore in their
own language, on their own terms, free of judgment and
expectation, free of rights and wrongs.
Reflecting back on the story of the Tower of Bavel, I wonder
what it must have felt like when everybody was forced
to speak a different language and there was no way to
understand one another. It must have been shocking,
challenging, and frustrating at first. There is so much that
is lost when we cannot understand one another, when we
cannot communicate. But what can be gained by speaking
a different language? What is the benefit to having different

It was a full (and fun-filled) sukkah at the opening
BEBY Next-Gen event - Soup and Cider in the
Sukkah on Thursday, September 27, 2018. A huge
thanks to Rabbi David and Shira Rachel Grundland
for their generous hospitality (and delicious nosh)!
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BEBY SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

Here are your 2018 ISBL Champions:
The Beth Emeth Beis Ballers!
Co-Captains:
Lyle Shugar, Lucas Jacobs
Marc Abrahams
Brian Britt
David Grainger
Yoni Grundland
Dan Jacobs
Steve Krane
Jonathan Mandel

Mike Miller
Jeremy Paul
Mark Rottmann
Ray Shugar
Elan Steinberg
Sam Werger
Mike Yasskin
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BEBY BROTHERHOOD SCOTCH TASTING

Brotherhood Sefer Haftarah Pledge Form
SHEMOT
20. MISHPATIM
24. VAYEKHEL(A)
25. VAYEKHEL(S)
BAMIDBAR
46. MATTOT

DEVARIM
48. DEVARIM
SPECIAL HAFTAROT
65. SUKKOT (DAY 2)
74. HA’ CHODESH
77. PESACH (DAY 2)

Dedications might include the following:
Bar/Bat Mitzvah • The anniversary of a past Bar/Bat Mitzvah
• Birth of a child or grandchild • Wedding anniversary •
Graduation • Yahrzeit or other memorial dedication
• Public service honour • Other significant milestones
Donor’s Name:__________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City and Postal Code: ____________________________
Office Phone: ___________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________________________
Haftarah: (Please select the corresponding haftarah
with the number next to it)
Choice 1: _____ Choice 2: ______ Choice 3: _______
Dedication: _____________________________________

79.
82.
83.
84.

PESACH (DAY 7)
SHAVUOT (DAY 2)
TISHA B’AV (MORNING)
FAST DAYS (AFTERNOON)

The cost of a haftarah dedication is $750.00 and your payment in full
when you commit would be greatly appreciated. However, members
may choose to pay for their dedication in up to 5 equal payments.
Please fill out the attached pledge form and return to the synagogue
office.

MasterCard q or VISA q
Card Number: __________________________________________
Expiry Date:______________
Cardholder’s Name:_______________________________
I am paying in _____ installments of $ ________ = $750.00
or I am enclosing ____ cheque(s) for $ ________ = $750.00
Signature:_____________________Date:__________________
Fax form to 416.633.3153 or mail to
100 Elder Street, Tor, M3H 5G7
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Beth Emeth
Brotherhood
Buffalo Bills

BUFFALO BILLS GAME

I

t’s been a few years since Beth Emeth Brotherhood last took the short bus ride to New Era Field in Buffalo to see The
Bills take on the Tennessee Titans.

We were greeted by tailgate caterer extraordinaire, Bob Alt, who quickly had us eating chili, hot dogs, burgers and
chicken wings. We found our way to our excellent seats at the stadium to watch the Bills snatch a last minute win with a
field goal.
Back to our bus we headed where Bob and his team had an amazing steak dinner waiting for us. After a little football and
Frisbee in the parking lot we headed back to Beth Emeth, stuffed and excited to hear about next year’s game.

Bruce Martin
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GREENING COMMITTEE

E

mergencies can happen anywhere at any time.
Frequently in the news are the world-wide impacts
of extreme weather events. Locally, we have had
the aftermath of the propane explosion, flooding at times
and the ice storm of 2013. It was after the ice storm that
Councillor James Pasternak and community volunteer, Lisa
Levin began an important community initiative.
With no power and therefore no working elevators, Lisa,
who was then working at Circle of Care, with the UJA
Federation, organized a relief effort to assist seniors in this
ward’s high-rise buildings, trapped in cold apartments,
without water, and running out of food.
Volunteers walked up dark staircases and distributed power
bars and water but were not able to get people out of their
apartments into shelters, if they were unable walk down the
stairs.
As a result of these difficulties, Lisa Levin and Councillor
Pasternak formed the Ward 10 Roundtable that included
representation from many organizations including Beth
Emeth Bais Yehuda with the goal of ensuring that any future
relief efforts in this area will be better coordinated.

Now called CERT (Community Emergency Response
Team) Beth Emeth is still well-represented. Is Your Family
Emergency Ready?
Personally prepare your family and contribute to building
community resilience.
Join in discussing with panelists:
Monday, November 26th. 7 pm.
Moderator: Maureen Simpson (Co-Chair of CERT)
Panelists: Veronica Atanelli (Co-Chair CERT)
Coretta Marshall; Marshall Consulting Inc.
Red Cross: Speaker to be confirmed
Office of Toronto Emergency
Preparedness: Speaker to be
confirmed
Mel and I wish you and your
families a joyful Chanukah!

Hilda Swirsky, RN, BScN, Med
Chair, Greening Committee

James PasTernak
Toronto City Councillor, Ward 6, York Centre

Wishing everyone in the community a Happy Chanukah!

Celebrating Chanukah at an affordable
housing building in York Centre.

At Toronto Police Service 32 Division condemning
anti-Semitic hate crimes in Toronto and Canada.

416-392-1371 councillor_pasternak@toronto.ca
Visit us online: www.jamespasternak.ca
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B’TAYAVON!

Remember...we don’t just cook - we cater!

We at Uptown Gournet Catering are here to serve you with all your kosher catering needs.
Don’t stress. Fress!
For direct catering services, please contact Edmund Duarte at uptowngourmet@gmail.com, or call
us at 416.636.9000 or 416.633.3838 x 290.
The perfect date for your simcha is just waiting for you!

Visit us at: uptowngourmet.ca

The Recipe Box
By Reni Cuperfain
MARSHMALLOW DREIDELS

Ingredients:

•
•
•
•
•

1 bag regular size
marshmallows
1 bag chocolate
kisses
1 bag pretzel
sticks
20 - 30 blue
chocolate
wafers
20 white
chocolate wafers for
decoration

Directions:

• 1. Stick pretzel sticks into marshmallows
• 2. Melt blue wafers in medium size bowl
• 3. Stick chocolate kiss onto each marshmallow with a
dob of blue melted wafer
•
4. Once dry, dip the marshmallow
with the chocolate kiss into the blue melted
chocolate wafers
• 5. Let harden
• 6. Decorate with white melted wafers and
let dry
Let the kids help make these and enjoy!
My family and I wish you all Happy Chanukah!

Reni
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Yizkor Book
This year’s Yizkor Book will be published for use on Shavuot 2019. Take this opportunity to remember
your loved ones by having their names inscribed in our annual Yizkor Book. Please return this form to the
Synagogue office. The deadline for receipt of dedications is May 10, 2019.
Please include the names of my loved ones in the Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Yizkor Book.
List names as they are to appear.
Please print.
Remembered by:			
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

In Loving Memory of:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Enclosed please find my donation of $ ______________________________
Visa/MasterCard/AmEx
No.______________________________

Expiry_________		

CVV_________

Name____________________________ 		

Tel. No. _____________________

Prices: Name - $18 each, 1/4 page - $90, 1/2 page - $180, Full page - $360
If you require additional space, please attach a separate sheet of paper.
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For all your charitable giving

hbbv

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda offers you several convenient ways to send meaningful gifts, celebrate special occasions and life
cycle events, and commemorate people who are important to you and your family.
•
Tax deductible receipts will be issued
•
Your gift will be acknowledged in future Kesher issues or at sponsored events (at your
discretion).
1. Send a beautifully inscribed card.

2. Sponsor a Kiddush* or Oneg Shabbat:

Help support Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda with a card directed to
the fund of your choice. Minimum donation $18.00. Card and
postage are included with your donation and are mailed out
within 2 business days of your request.

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Aleph Beit Chadash School
Cantor Danto Music Library
Cantor Guber Discretionary Fund
Chesed Fund
Chesed Knitters
Community Assistance
Continuing Education Fund
Czech Torah Scroll Fund
Samuel Edelstein Children’s Garden
Greening Fund
Barbara & Norton Grimson Chanukah Toy Drive
Holocaust Education Fund
Israel Fund
Joseph Smith Sports Achievement Scholarship
The Kadima Centre
Karol Family Scholarship for Limudai Torah
Kelman Endowment Fund
Library Fund ❑ Music Fund
Mitzvah Fund
Out of the Cold (Homelessness)
Rabbi Lipson Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Morrison Discretionary Fund
Ron Kobric Talmud Collection $100/volume
Prayer Book $54
Chumash $108
Torah Maintenance

* speak to Valerie Duarte for meat kiddush pricing.

Hashkama Minyan $72 or 3 for $180
Daily morning breakfast from $100
Congregational Shabbat Kiddush from $360 ($500 NM)
Seudah Shlisheet from $180
Mini Minyan (Jr. Cong) — Various Amounts
Friday Night — Various Amounts
Youth Kiddush — $36
Weekly Shabbat Bulletin - $180

3. Sponsor a Continuing Education Program.
As the donor, your name will, at your discretion, be featured
on all promotional literature and publicly acknowledged at
the event. You will also be invited to meet and introduce the
speaker. We will call you to discuss the specific program you
wish to sponsor:
❑ Class or Study Group from $54
❑ Lecture Sponsorship from $360
❑ Scholar-in-Residence Weekend from $3600
4. Legacy Planning.
These gifts may include bequests, life insurance, RRSP’s and
RRIF’s, stocks and securites. Call for more information if you
are interested in establishing a legacy gift at Beth Emeth.
5. Other Opportunities include:
Lerman Chapel Dedications, Tessler Lounge, The Samuel
Edelstein Children’s Garden and The Community Hub. Call
the office for more information on these and other donor
opportunities.

Invest in a World of Jewish Experience.
Make Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda a destination point for your charitable giving.
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
MANY KOSHER MEALS ON
WHEELS VOLUNTEERS

have gone south to avoid our cold weather. If you
don’t mind the cold and if you are able to help out even once a week for a few weeks - please contact
Lisa Rae at the Volunteer Dept. of Circle of Care:
lrae@circleofcare.com
416-635-2900 ext. 284 THANK YOU!!!

THE SYNAGOGUE CEMETERY BY LAWS
have been approved by the Ministry of
Government & Consumer Services.
A complete copy of the By Laws can be viewed on
line at www.beby.org/cemetery.
Please call Pearl Grundland if you have any
questions or require clarification.

ERRORS &
OMISSIONS

SHARE YOUR SIMCHA
WITH THE COMMUNITY.

We regret any
errors and omissions
that may occur.
Please call the office
to make corrections.

The Beth Emeth mobile sign is available
for rental to express your Mazel Tov wishes.
For more information call Valerie at
416.633.3838 ext. 250.

SPONSORSHIPS

Shabbat Greeters

Honour your loved ones and your family
milestones with a sponsorship at Beth Emeth.

Help maintain decorum during Shabbat Services
with this important mitzvah!
Please contact Freda in the the office for information
on how YOU can become a greeter.
High school students can earn volunteer hours too!
Lots of opportunities to volunteer. Email freda@beby.org

Hashkama Minyan Kiddush
$72 / 3 for $180
Congregational Kiddush
Members $360; non-members $500
Seudah Shlisheet
Members $180; non-members $250

We thank our sponsors and advertisers
for their support:

Daily Breakfast (includes eggs)
Members $100; non-members $120
Upgraded menus also available.

Michael Levitt, MP York Centre
James Pasternak, Ward 6 Councillor
Carey and Sharon Rosenzweig
Elder Assist
CaringOrganizer

Contact Valerie Duarte
to arrange your sponsorship.
valerie@beby.org
or call 416.633.3838 x 250
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A Message from the Kesher Staff,
We wish to remind you that the meaning of Kesher is “Connection” – our connection to the
membership. Our aim is to inform the members of current and future programs via short
articles
and eye-catching visual displays. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to edit all
submissions.
A happy Chanukah to all!

Barbara, Freda and Tevy

REMEMBER: We’ve Got Mail!

If you have an email address PLEASE share it with the office. We don’t want you to miss out on
a single exciting BEBY event!
Subscribe from our home page at beby.org. The Keshers are available on line too! ... go to beby.
org and click the Kesher link.

Medical Appointment
Assistance and Reporting
by a Registered Nurse

Take the stress out of Shiva planning with

We help clients attend:
Doctor appointments
Dental appointments
Eye exams

Colonoscopies
Endoscopies
Outpatient Procedures

Contact us about our rates and service.
416-399-2526 judith@elderassist.ca
		www.elderassist.ca

Our ShivaOrganizer tool is the country’s leading FREE resource
for organizing sympathy and support during the Shiva period.
• Organize Meals for the Mourning
Family with our Interactive Calendar

• Find Catering, Florists, and
Other Services in Our Local Directory

• Communicate Shiva Details and
Family Needs Quickly & Efficiently

Learn more at caringorganizer.com
Be kind. Be meaningful. Take care of your community.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday, Nov. 26. 7 pm
Is Your Family Emergency Ready
CERT (Community Emergency Response
Team) panel discussion
Tuesday, Nov. 27. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
Movie: “The Great Waltz.”
Presenter Sheldon Glass.
Tuesday, December 4. 12 pm
Club Sameach
Chanukah Lunch & Program
Featuring Cathy Torres, General Manager
of Fitness & Health at the Prosserman JCC,
discussing health and wellness.
Lunch $10 per person.
Thursday, December 6
Seniors Matter 10 am
Cristina Howorun from CityNews Toronto,
will be talking about issues around nursing
homes and retirement homes
Lunch & Literature 1 pm
Ruby Newman will be reviewing
Dara Horn’s Eternal Life. (Generously
sponsored by Canterbury Place and Four
Elms.)
Tuesday, December 11. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
Chanukah Lunch & Entertainment presenting
Klara Bagley in her new One Woman
Show, My Musical Story.
Thursday, December 13. 7:30 pm
BEBY Next-Gen:
Jewish Money Part 1
Poverty in the Jewish Community: Issues and
Responses

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL UPCOMING EVENTS,
VISIT BEBY.ORG/UPCOMINGEVENTS OR CALL 416.633.3838

Thursday, January 10. 1 pm
Lunch & Literature
Ruth Marshall will be discussing her book
Walk it Off (Generously sponsored by
Hilary Prusznowski.)
Tuesday, January 15. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
Tell Your Story
Wed, January 16. Time TBA
Personal Trainer Lorne Opler
What the Torah and Our Sages Tell Us
About the Importance of Diet and Exercise
Thursday, January 17. 7:30 pm
BEBY Next-Gen:
Jewish Money Part 2
The Cost of Kosher Living: Getting Your
Money’s Worth Out of Jewish Life
Sunday, January 20. 3 pm
Club Sameach Special Event
Featuring a Klezmer Band
Tuesday, January 22. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
Art is a Reflection of Life, guest speaker.
Tuesday, January 29. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
Movie
Sunday, February 3. 10 am
Books & Bagels
Joanna Goodman will be discussing her
book The Home for Unwanted Girls.

Tuesday, December 18. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
Movie

Thursday, February 7. 1 pm
Lunch & Literature
Phillipa Sheppard will be reviewing Jessica
Shattuck’s The Women in the Castle.
(Generously sponsored by Kensington
Place.)

Sunday, December 23. 3 pm
Club Sameach Special Event
Come to the Yiddish Cabaret:
Yiddish Music is Alive!

Sunday, February 10. Time TBA
BEBY Next-Gen: Ski and Learn
Judaism and the Importance of Healthy
Living. Ski Location TBA

Monday, January 7. 6:30 pm
Czech Torah Project – Bar/Bat
Mitzvah Program

Thursday, February 14. Time TBA
Rabbi Wayne Allen
Discussing his latest book
“Prescription For An Ailing World”

Tuesday, January 8. 1:15 pm
Club Sameach
New Year’s Resolutions, guest speaker
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Thurs, February 28. Time TBA
Professor Sally Zerker
Jewish Legal and Indigenous Rights to the
Land of Israel
Wednesday, March 6. 7:30 pm
Czech Torah Project
Lenka Lichtenberg and Friends: Songs of the
Breathing Walls, a music and multi-media
event commemorating those who prayed in
synagogues of the Czech Republic.
Thursday, March 14. 8:30 pm
BEBY Next-Gen:
Judaism & Mental Health, Part 1
Educational Challenges We Face - Autism,
Dyslexia, and ADH...SQUIRREL!
Sunday, March 17. 12 pm
Wed, March 20 (after Megillah)
Purim Play – We Will Rock Your
Megillah
Tuesday, March 26. Time TBA
BEBY Boomers
Financial Expert Jamie Golombek
Thursday, March 28. Time TBA
Teacher & Writer Nick Maes
Modernity and Assimilation:
How Are Jews To Survive?
Sunday, March 31. 10 am
Seniors Matter AND
Books & Bagels
Dr. Brian Goldman will be discussing his
book The Power of Kindness.
Out of the Cold Art
Showcase and Sale
1-3 pm - Beth Shalom Synagogue
Tuesday, April 9. 7 pm
Czech Torah Project
Noreen Gilletz pre-Pesach cooking
demonstration
Thursday, April 11
Lunch & Literature 1 pm
Sidura Ludwig will be discussing her book
Holding my Breath. (Generously sponsored
by Viva Retirement Communities.)
BEBY Next-Gen 8:30 pm
Judaism & Mental Health, Part 2
Freedom and Mental Health:
OCD, Depression, Anxiety

Gibraltar

Spain

Portugal

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda

Jewish Heritage Tour
October 27-November 10 2019
Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue is planning a Jewish Heritage Tour of
Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar in October 2019!
For two weeks - beginning on October 27 and concluding on November 10 - participants will
have a special opportunity to participate in an unforgettable experience where they will
be able to see and learn in person the rich Jewish history of the Iberian Peninsula.
Included in the itinerary are Barcelona, Girona, Seville, Lisbon, Gibraltar and many more
amazing cities and sights. You’ll also get a chance to:
• Walk in the footsteps of some of the greatest Jewish scholars in history,
including the Rambam and Ramban
• Visit the Alhambra Palace, where the expulsion order of Spanish Jewry was signed
• Unique opportunity to celebrate Shabbat in Gibraltar together with their still-thriving Jewish community
• Castelo de Vide, home of the oldest synagogue in Portugal

LEARN MORE AT:

BEBY.ORG/JEWISHHERITAGETOUR2019
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Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue
100 Elder Street
Toronto ON M3H 5G7
416.633.3838 | www.beby.org

This issue of the Kesher is dedicated to
the memories of the victims of the
Tree of Life Synagogue attack
in Pittsburgh
Joyce Fienberg, 75 l”z
Richard Gottfried , 65 l”z
Rose Mallinger, 97, l”z
Jerry Rabinowitz, 66 l”z
Cecil Rosenthal, 59 l”z
David Rosenthal, 54 l”z
Bernice Simon, 84 l”z
Sylvan Simon, 86 l”z
Daniel Stein, 71 l”z
Melvin Wax , 88 l”z
Irving Younger , 69 l”z

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue stands with
Tree of Life - Or L’Simcha Congregation

