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Dear Schomre Israel Family,

They tell the story, during the Victorian Era, of a small community in Romania that found
itself in need of hiring a new rabbi.  The leaders of the community traveled to the famed ye-
shivas of Lithuania, where they discovered a young, pleasant, and energetic rabbi who had
just graduated with honors.  They approached him to offer the rabbinical position, and, seeing
him hesitate, one of the elders confided to him that there were many esteemed rabbis buried in

their city.  The young candidate understood the implication.  If he were to accept the position, then he would
continue in the legacy of the chain of venerated rabbis. He excitedly agreed, and after moving to Romania be-
came their rabbi.  However, it did not take him long to lose that excitement, as few people came to his classes or
were interested in his teachings.  One day, out of boredom, he decided to walk through the Jewish cemetery in
order to see which renowned rabbis were buried there.  He read the inscriptions realizing that there was not a
single name that he recognized.  That night, he approached the shul leaders to inquire which notable dignitaries
were buried in their city.  “Why, Rashi Rambam and Rema are buried here”, was the reply.  “What kind of man
do you take me for”, the rabbi exclaimed, “everyone knows that Rashi is buried in France, Rambam is buried in
Tiveriah, and Rema is buried in Cracow!”  “No, they aren’t”, the elder answered back. “The Jews of France con-
stantly study the Chumash and Talmud with Rashi, Tiveriah is full of yeshivas reading the words of the Ram-
bam, and in Cracow they diligently follow the teachings and halachas of the Rema.  In those cities they are alive
and well.  It is in our city that Rashi1, Rambam2 and Rema3 are buried!”

We just completed the Torah this past Simchat Torah, which relates that while Hashem buried Moshe in the
Valley of Moababutting Beis Peor, no man knows the place of his burial until this day. As we look around at the
Yeshivas of Lakewood, the Beis Yaakovs of Bnei Brak, the constant minyanim in the shuls of Brooklyn, the
chesed organizations of Monsey, the love of Shabbat in Jerusalem, the beautification of mitzvos in Baltimore,
and the love and loyalty to the Torah and mitzvos in Poughkeepsie, we can proudly declare, “While Moshe may

__________________

1  Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki of Troyes, 1040-1105, considered the greatest Torah and Talmud commentator
2  Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, 1138 Córdoba - 1204 Fustat (Cairo) – considered one of the greatest halachist
compilers, Judaic philosopher and defender of Judaism
3  Rabbi Moshe Isserles of Kraków, 1530-1572, considered of the primary halachic authorities of Eastern Europe
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Message From the Rabbi continued from page 1

have passed, no man knows where he is buried, as he is alive and well throughout the Jewish world today.”4

There is a Simchat Torah song that I look forward to and enjoy every year5.  While being a very simple song, it
has a certain brilliance and depth in its simplicity. Right after we read the final words of the Torah, which describe
the great wonders and awe that Moshe performed before the eyes of the entire Jewish people, we sing, “Chazak,
chazak, venischazek, ‘Le’eyneikol Yisroel’, ‘Bereishes barah Elokim’, Heibtshoin un, nuchamol - Strengthen,
strengthen, and be strengthened, as we conclude ‘before the eyes of the Jewish people’, ‘In the beginning Hashem
created’, let us start, one more time, one more time”.  As I watch us lovingly restarting and cherishing the Torah in
Schomre for the 140th time6, which in reality is the 3294th time, I can say with delight and certainty, “Moshe is
alive and his Torah is alive”.

There was an era in our history when the study of the Torah waned amongst the masses, which triggered a ra-
diant resurgence that solidified the Torah and its study within the hearts and minds of the entire Jewish people.
After the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed by the accursed Babylonians, and we were driven in chains to Babylon,
Persia and throughout the lands, many of the youth minimalized their Torah study, and did not transmit it to their
children as the previous generations had always done before them.  When they rebuilt the Beis Hamikdash, there
was a huge outcry from these masses, as they realized the generational rift that was created from their actions.
The leaders of that generation, amongst them Ezra, Nechemia, Mordechai, Esther, Raalya, and Daniel, heroically
took it upon themselves to close that gap, and to teach and nurture Torah for the next generations. This resulted in
a renaissance and revival of the Torah and its lifeblood throughout the entire Jewish world, reverberating through-
out time.

One of the youngest of that great assemblage, Shimon Hatzadik, continued their mission, and constantly lived
and taught the following adage, “The world stands on three foundations: on Torah, on Service to Hashem and on
acts of Kindness.”  Hashem created the world for the study and following of His way of life, the Torah, His de-
light; for Service and prayers, the awesome opportunity and ability for man to extend beyond his mortal confined
self and reach up to the divine; and for loving acts of kindness, the trademark of Zeyde Avraham and Bubby
Sarah, the desire of Hashem7. These three actions and lifestyles are the bedrock for the creation of the world, and
these are the foundations that eternalize and energize the entire world.

There is another song, a very not Simchas Torah song, that often finds itself in my memory. In Country
Yossi’s “The Rabbi”, a humorous parody of Kenny Roger’s “The Gambler”, the rabbi tells his travelling compan-
ion, “Let me tell you the secrets of Yiddishkeit:  You have to know when to hold them, know when to fold them,
know when to walk away and when to run. You have to understand, that when a Jew is wrapped in happiness, he
has to thank the Creator, for all that he’s got, and to hold the Torah up high, while inside him burns a fire, and to
give a lot of charity, while livelihood is going well”.

We have just concluded the holidays, together with the dance and celebration of Simchat Torah.  Our hearts
are aflame of the ecstasy of the Torah, our minds shine brilliant from the radiance of its teachings, from the path of
its straight ways of life.  Where do we now take its dance, we do we now direct its flames?  Where else can

_____________________
4 This original thought, as brought in Legends Worth Living by Rabbi Nathan Drazin, concludes with the following approach. “He buried
him in the valley in the land of Moab, near Beth-peor; and no man knows his burial place to this day.”  Moshe is buried in the valley,
amongst those who light does not reach, a place void of enlightenment; in the land of Moab, among primitive uncivilized people; near
Beth-peor, idol worshipers who have not studied his teachings. But anyone who is a “man” does not know where Moshe is buried, for his
teachings are still alive.
5  Although I think I may have been too inebriated this year to remember to sing it
6  Although we were incorporated in 1888, we used to meet at the home of Michael Weiss for a few years beforehand
7  See the first chapter of Shem Olam, 1893,  from the Chofetz Chaim, who expands on this concept in great detail

Message From the Rabbi continues on page 3
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we take them, but for the three foundations of the world, the purpose of the creation of the world, that which keeps
the world running year in and year out.  Torah - We live in such a fortunate time, that there are so many ways that
one can study and learn the Torah, whether through a phone partner8, through the myriads of classes and study
groups online, or through one of the classes and events offered in Schomre. Hashem looked at the Torah and used
it as the blueprints to create the world9. Service - while we no longer have a Beis Hamikdash to bring offerings to
come close to Hashem, we have the next best thing, prayer.  Please join us, either in our weekday or Shabbat
prayers, and if that is not logistically possible, pick up a siddur, and speak to Hashem. “Speak to Hashem when
everything’s gone wrong, and you know if you speak with all your might, then Hashem He will make things be al-
right.  Speak to Hashem both every day and night, and if you do you I am certain you find, that Hashem, He will
grant you peace of mind.”10  And when it comes to acts of kindness, there is no dearth of opportunities.  A phone
call can literally lighten up someone’s life, and a kind word can gladden someone’s day.  There is so much good
that one can help his fellow brother and sister, which gives Hashem so much delight and pride.  It literally is in our
grasp to make the world a better place, through kindness.

And what better way can one use their excitement and energies, then to uphold the foundation of the creation
and perpetuate the purpose of the world, and to continue the teachings of Moshe, one more time, one more year.

Rabbi Shlomo Krasner

______________________

8   For example, Partners in Torah - https://partnersintorah.org
9   Bereishes Rabba chapters 1,3, & 64; Zohar Terumah chapter 161

10  Country Yossi, “Speak to Hashem”, Wanted

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

If you would like to make a donation to
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, con-
gregants are urged to make the check
out to:
Rabbi Krasner’s Discretionary Fund,
in order to avoid confusion.  Thank
You.

Fall / Winter Davening Schedule

After many discussions, campaigning, wrangling
and conspiracies, we have met and decided to set
the weekday davening times (until the situation
changes) as follows:

· Shacharis (weekdays): 7:00 AM
· Shacharis (Sundays and Holidays): 8:30 AM
· Kabbalat Shabbat: around candle lighting time
· Shacharis Shabbat: 9:00 AM

PLEASE INFORM THE RABBI

Congregants are urged to call Rabbi
Krasner (454.2890) if you hear,
Heaven forbid, of any member who is
ill.  It is a great Mitzvah to visit the
sick and very often we just don’t get
to hear of a member’s indisposition.
Your help in this endeavor is much
appreciated.
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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2021 - JANUARY 2022

DATE SHABBAT
CANDLE

LIGHTING
MINCHA

TORAH
PORTION

SHABBAT
ENDS

 Nov. 05 5:26 PM 5:25 PM  Toldot 6:26 PM

 Nov. 12 4:19 PM 4:25 PM  Vayetze 5:19 PM

 Nov. 19 4:13 PM 4:10 PM  Vayishlach 5:14 PM

 Nov. 26 4:09 PM 4:10 PM  Vayeshev 5:10 PM

 Dec. 03 4:07 PM 4:05 PM  Miketz / Rosh Chodesh / 6th Day of Chanukah 5:08 PM

 Dec. 10 4:06 PM 4:05 PM  Vayigash 5:08 PM

 Dec. 17 4:08 PM 4:05 PM  Vayechi 5:10 PM

 Dec. 24 4:11 PM 4:10 PM  Shemot 5:13 PM

 Dec. 31 4:16 PM 4:15 PM  Va’era 5:18 PM

 Jan. 07 4:23 PM 4:20 PM  Bo 5:25 PM

 Jan. 14 4:30 PM 4:30 PM  Beshalach / Shabbat Shira 5:33 PM

 Jan. 21 4:39 PM 4:40 PM  Yitro 5:41 PM

CONGREGATION SCHOMRE ISRAEL
845.454.2890 - schomre1@aol.com - www.schomreisrael.org

Join us on January 13, 2022 at 7:00 PM
when Rabbi Krasner will answer your questions.

All questions must be submitted to the office,
schomre1@aol.com, no later than midnight, 12/31/21.

PLEASE NOTE:  THE BELOW TIMES HAVE BEEN CALCULATED FOR 12603. OTHER LOCATIONS MAY NEED TO MODIFY THE TIMES BY A FEW MINUTES

Ask the Rabbi
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Everyone is invited to attend Rabbi Krasner’s Zoom classes so
watch for email notifications and/or handouts . . .

WEEKLY PROGRAMS

SUNDAY

Talmud Studies with Rabbi Krasner Sunday Morning after Shacharis – Continuing with the 5th Chapter of
Brachos.

TUESDAY  Live and on Zoom

The Book of Daniel Part III - End Game on Tuesdays at 10:30AM. A personal journey of dedication, yearning,
and vision.

THURSDAY - Live and on Zoom.

We will have three consecutive miniseries Thursday Nights at 7:00PM.
 Do you feel lost in prayers? Do you come to shul and struggles to understand what is going on? Then

this Miniseries is for you - Understanding the structure of the siddur and what goes on in shul
 Did you ever want to lead Davening but didn’t know how? This miniseries will teach you how.
 Learn how to read Torah with the proper trupe and cantilations

MONTHLY PROGRAMS

SUNDAY

4K (Kvetching, Kvelling, Kibbitzing, Koffee) Club meetings are held the last Sunday of each month at 10:00 AM
or 5:00 PM depending on the speaker. A different topic is presented each month.

THURSDAY

Yiddish Club - It will usually be held inside - mask required on the last Thursday of the month (November 18,
December 30, January 27) at 10:00 AM.  We will be social distancing and masks must be worn at all times.  If you
want to speak a bisele, to chap a nosh, to shmooze then this club is for you. The Yiddish club will be a nostalgic
trip to the times and culture of our bubbies and zeydies, mixed with Yiddish music, Yiddish comedy, Yiddish
lernin, Yiddush Hanae as well as a look at how Yiddish is fairing in contemporary times. As with all events and
programs spearheaded by Schomre Israel, this is intended to be open to all in the community. You don’t need to be
fluent in the language.

Let us know you are joining us by contacting schomre1@aol.com or rabbishlomok@gmail.com.

Hands on Judaism  Mitzvah Workshops with Rabbi Krasner Returns…
 Thursday evening, November 4  from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, repeated on November 7 from 10 AM - 12 PM,

Song of the Parsha - Have you ever been curious about the tune that the Torah is read?  Where it comes from,
What is its purpose, and, Why is it there?  Join us!  This class will be inside.

 Thursday evening, December 9 from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, repeated on December 12 from 10 AM - 12 PM,
Clothes of the Righteous -  One of  the special mitzvot is to ensure that there is no Shatnez, woven mix of
wool and linen in our clothes. Join us as we demonstrate hands-on how the labs check for shatnez, and discuss
the history and practicality of this mitzvah.

 Thursday evening, January 6  from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, repeated on January 9 from 10 AM - 12 PM,
An Introduction to Jewish Astronomy
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November - Tefillin Challenge

November 1, Board Meeting - Maariv at 7:00 PM, Board Meeting at 7:30 PM

November 4, 6:00 PM - Hands on Judaism - The Song of the Parsha - Have you ever been curious about the
tune that the Torah is read?  Where it comes from,  What is its purpose, and Why it is there? Join Us! A light dinner
will be served.

November 5 after Shacharit - Rosh Chodesh Kislev Breakfast

November 7, 10:00 AM - repeat - Hands on Judaism – The Song of the Parsha

November 14, 5:30 PM - Tikvas Devorah Chana - Make your own Pizza and Lounge

November 18, 10:00 AM - Yiddish Club

November 20, 6:30 PM - Movie Night – I Wish upon a Weinstein, The Simpson’s go to Israel

November 21, 9:20 AM - Learn the tricks and tips of Hagbaah, followed by the 4K club

December 5, 5:00 PM - Chanukah Dinner - Reservations by Nov 1

December 6, Board Meeting - Maariv at 7:00 PM, Board Meeting at 7:30 PM

December 9, 6:00 PM - Hands-on Judaism, Clothes of the Righteous - One of the special mitzvot is to ensure
that there is no Shatnez, woven mix of wool and linen, in our clothes.  Join us as we demonstrate hands-on how the
labs check for shatnez, and discuss the history and practicality of this mitzva.

December 12, 10:00 AM - repeat - Hands-on Judaism, Clothes of the Righteous

December 16 - 18 - Team Shabbat - The Thursday class and Shabbat Speech will focus on the important topic of
being prepared for each of our final journeys.

December 18 after Shabbat - Chinese and a Movie night - 7:30 PM,  $15 per person, movie info will follow.
Reservations must be received by December 13th.

December 19, 9:00 AM - Hamentashen Baking Begins

December 30, 10:00 AM - Yiddish Club

2022

January 3 after Shacharit - Rosh Chodesh Shevat Breakfast
Board Meeting - Maariv at 7:00 PM, Board Meeting at 7:30 PM

January 6, 6:00 PM - Hands-on Judaism - Introduction to Jewish Astronomy

January 9, 10:00 AM - repeat - Hands-on Judaism -  Introduction to Jewish Astronomy

January 13, 7:00 PM -  Ask the Rabbi – all questions must be submitted by midnight, December 31, 2021

January 16/17 - TuBishvat celebration

November 2021 - January 2022 Schomre Israel Event Details
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Chanukah Culture from the 4K Club . . .

“Just as Moshe saw a bush burning without being consumed, so the Jews will be exiled under
four empires and survive” Yalkut Shimoni

Miriam goes to the post office to buy stamps for her Chanukah cards one year. She says to the cashier, “Please
may I have 50 Chanukah stamps?”

The cashier asks, “What denomination?”
Miriam says, “Oy vey, has it come to this? Okay, give me 12 Orthodox, 8 Conservative, and 6 Reform.”

A boy sees his neighbors have a Christmas tree in their window. He asks his father, “Dad, can we get Chanu-
kah tree?” His father tells him absolutely not, and his son asks why. The father says, “Last time we had dealing
with a lighted bush we had to spend 40 years in the desert.”

As the plane settled down at Ben Gurion airport, the voice of the Captain came on:
“Please remain seated with your seatbelt fastened until this plane is at a complete standstill and the seat belt

signs have been turned off.”
“To those of you standing in the aisles, we wish you a Happy Chanukah.”
“To those who have remained in their seats, we wish you a Merry Christmas.”

A member of Schomre proudly confided to me that he had bought for his wife a beautiful 4 carat diamond ring
as a Chanukah present.  I was puzzled, and asked him, “I thought she wanted one of those sporty four-wheel-drive
vehicles”.
“She did,” he replies. “But where was I going to find a fake Jeep?”

4K Club continues on page 9
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From his block of rolling lawns and fancy cars,
He was so proud that he'd come so far,
With the greatest of ease, he moved through high
society,
That grocer boy from the city streets.
Well he long since gone and changed his name,
It was the only way that he could play the game,
With the neighbors like the Richardsons, the
Williams and the Johns,
what could he do with a name like Cohen?

But he had one memory,
Yes his father he did see,
Lighting colored candles on the window sill.
Eight days a year he'd light,
Another candle every night,
It lingered in his memory still.

In December came home from school,
His little girl called Sue,
She held a picture of an xmas tree she drew.
All the kids in my class have one,
She said with a tear,
And could we have one in our home this year.

He didn't know what to do,
With his little daughter Sue,
Although her desires he wished to fulfill.
“My dear Sue listen to me,
There's something better than a tree,
It lingers in my memory still.”

The next day he came home from work,
With a Menorah in his hand,
His dear wife said to him “Joel!
I just don’t understand.

We've worked so hard to get to,
Where we are today,
And now what will we do?
What will the neighbors say?”

But he light those candles anyways,
Yes there were 5 that night,
And from his window to the street,
Glowed the candle light.
They were burning for an hour,
Maybe a little more,
When suddenly Mr. Richardson stood there by the door.

He said would it be ok,
If a word to you I’d say,
There's something about those candles you must know.
Yes they bring back memories,
Of my father I still see.
As he light those candles many years ago.

He stepped outside on that night,
And boy was he surprised!
He couldn't believe what he saw,
He couldn't believe his eyes,
From all the houses on the block,
Glowed candle light,
From their window sills,
And out unto the night.

Yes they had one memory,
Yes their father's they did see,
Lighting colored candles on the window sill,
Eight days a year they'd light,
Another candle every night,
It lingered in their memory still.

Chanukablanca—- Joe Hample
You must remember this,
A bris is still a bris,
A chai is just a chai.
Pastrami still belongs on rye,
As time goes by.

With holidays in view,
A Jew is still a Jew,
On that you can rely.
No matter if we eat tofu
As time goes by.

Old shtetl customs, never out of date.
All those potatoes someone has to grate.
One flame in the window,
keep counting till there's eight
To light the winter sky.

In Poughkeepsie or in the Mission,
It's still the same tradition,
That no one can deny.
We roam, but we recall our birthright,
As time goes by.

Dreidels and chocolate, never out of date.
Ancient Semitic glories to relate.
Blue-and-white giftwrap, ain't this country great,
And festive chazerai!
It's still the same old Torah,
It's still the same menorah,
We've latkes still to fry.
December's when I feel most Jewish,
As time goes by.

Colored Candles
Eli Nathan

4K Club continued from page 8
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ABC's of Chanukah (Hanukkah) from aish.com

Chanukah (Hanukkah), the Festival of Lights, begins on the 25th day of the Jewish month of Kislev, and lasts for
eight days. On the secular calendar, Chanukah generally falls out in December.

1) A Bit of History

The Hebrew word Chanukah means "dedication." In the 2nd century BCE, during the time of the Second Holy
Temple, the Syrian-Greek regime of Antiochus sought to pull Jews away from Judaism, with the hopes of assimi-
lating them into Greek culture. Antiochus outlawed Jewish observance ― including circumcision, Shabbat, and
Torah study ― under penalty of death. As well, many Jews ― called Hellenists ― began to assimilate into Greek
culture, taking on Greek names and marrying non-Jews. This began to decay the foundation of Jewish life and
practice.

When the Greeks challenged the Jews to sacrifice a pig to a Greek god, a few courageous Jews took to the hills of
Judea in open revolt against this threat to Jewish life. Led by Matitiyahu, and later his son Judah the Maccabee,
this small band of pious Jews led guerrilla warfare against the Syrian-Greek army.

Antiochus sent thousands of well-armed troops to crush the rebellion, but after three years the Maccabees beat in-
credible odds and miraculously succeeded in driving the foreigners from their land. The victory was on the scale
of Israel defeating the combined super-powers of today.

Jewish fighters entered Jerusalem and found the Holy Temple in shambles and desecrated with idols. The Macca-
bees cleansed the Temple and re-dedicated it on the 25th of Kislev. When it came time to re-light the Menorah,
they searched the entire Temple, but found only one jar of pure oil bearing the seal of the High Priest. The group
of believers lit the Menorah anyway and were rewarded with a miracle: That small jar of oil burned for eight days,
until a new supply of oil could be brought.

From then on, Jews have observed a holiday for eight days, in honor of this historic victory and the miracle of the
oil. To publicize the Chanukah miracle, Jews add the special Hallel praises to the Shacharit service, and light a
menorah during the eight nights of Chanukah.

2) Lighting Instructions

In Ashkenazi tradition, each person lights his own menorah. Sefardi tradition has just one menorah per family.

What Menorah to Light

To publicize which night of Chanukah it is, all eight candles on the menorah should be at the same height ― and
preferably in a straight line. Otherwise, the candles may not be easily distinguishable and may appear like a big
torch.

In addition to the eight main lights, the menorah has an extra helper candle called the "Shamash." As we are for-
bidden to use the Chanukah lights for any purpose other than "viewing," any benefit is as if it's coming from the
Shamash.

Since the Shamash does not count as one of the eight regular lights, your menorah should have the Shamash set
apart in some way ― either placed higher than the other candles, or off to the side.

What Candles to Light

The most important thing is that that your candles must burn for at least 30 minutes after nightfall. (Those famous
colored candles barely qualify!) Many Jewish bookstores sell longer colored candles.

Actually, it is even better to use olive oil, since the miracle of the Maccabees occurred with olive oil. Glass cups
containing oil can be placed in the candle holders of any standard menorah. Many Jewish bookstores even sell kits
of pre-measured oil in disposable cups.
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ABC's of Chanukah (Hanukkah) from aish.com continued from page 10

Where to Light

To best publicize the miracle, the menorah is ideally lit outside the doorway of your house, on the left side when
entering. (The mezuzah is on the right side; in this way you are "surrounded by mitzvot.") In Israel, many people
light outside in special glass boxes built for a menorah.

If this is not practical, the menorah should be lit in a window facing the public thoroughfare.

Someone who lives on an upper floor should light in a window. If for some reason the menorah cannot be lit by a
window, it may be lit inside the house on a table; this at least fulfills the mitzvah of "publicizing the miracle" for
the members of the household.

Since the mitzvah occurs at the actual moment of lighting, moving the menorah to a proper place after lighting
does not fulfill the mitzvah.

When to Light

The preferable time to light the menorah is at nightfall. It is best to light in the presence of many people, which
maximizes the mitzvah of "publicizing the miracle" and adds to the family atmosphere. The menorah can still be
lit (with the blessings) late into the night, as long as people are still awake.

The menorah should remain lit for at least 30 minutes after nightfall, during which time no use should be made of
its light.

On Friday afternoon, the menorah should be lit 18 minutes before sundown. And since the menorah needs to burn
for 30 minutes into the night, the candles used on Friday need to be bigger than the regular "colored can-
dles" (which typically don't burn longer than a half-hour).

How to Light

On the first night, place one candle at the far right, as you face the
menorah. This applies whether the menorah is placed next to a
doorway or by a window.
Another candle is placed for the Shamash (taller helper candle)
which is used to light the others. It is not counted as one of the
candles.

First light the Shamash, then recite the blessings, and then use the
Shamash to light the Chanukah candle.

On the second night, place two candles in the two far-right posi-
tions ― and use the Shamash to light the left one first.

The third night, place three candles in the three far-right positions
― and use the Shamash to light them in order, from left to right.

Follow this same procedure each night of Chanukah... until all the
lights are kindled and glowing brightly!
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ABC's of Chanukah (Hanukkah) from aish.com continued from page 11

The first two blessings are said with the Shamash already lit, but immediately prior to lighting the Chanukah
candles.

Blessing #1

Baruch ata Ado-noi Elo-heinu melech ha-olam, Asher kid-shanu bi-mitzvo-sav, Vi-tzee-vanu li-had-leek ner shel
Chanukah.

Blessed are You, the Lord our G-d, King of the universe, Who sanctified us with His commandments, and com-
manded us to kindle the Chanukah light.

Blessing #2

Baruch ata Ado-noi Elo-heinu melech ha-olam, Shi-asa nee-seem la-avo-seinu, Baya-meem ha-haim baz-man ha-
zeh.

Blessed are You, the Lord our G-d, King of the universe, Who made miracles for our forefathers, in those days at
this season.

Blessing #3 This blessing is said on the first night only.

Baruch ata Ado-noi Elo-heinu melech ha-olam, Sheh-he-che-yanu vi-kee-yimanu Vi-hee-gee-yanu laz-man ha-zeh.

Blessed are You, the Lord our G-d, King of the universe, Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to
this season.

The following paragraph is said each night, after the first light has been kindled:

Ha-nerot ha-lalu anach-nu mad-likin Al ha-nissim vi-al hanif-laot Al ha-tshu-ot vi-al ha-milchamot She-asita
la'avo-teinu Ba-yamim ha-heim, ba-zman ha-zeh Al ye-dey kohan-echa haki-doshim.
Vi-chol shmonat ye-mey Chanukah Ha-nerot ha-lalu kodesh heim, Ve-ein lanu reshut li-heesh-tamesh ba-hem Ela
leer-otam bilvad Kedai le-hodot u-li-hallel li-shimcha Al ni-secha vi-al niflo-techa vi-al yeshua-techa.

We kindle these lights for the miracles and the wonders, for the redemption and the battles which You performed
for our forefathers in those days at this season through Your holy priests. During all eight days of Chanukah these
lights are sacred, and we are not permitted to make ordinary use of them, but only to look at them—in order to ex-
press thanks and praise to Your great name, for your miracles, Your wonders, and Your salvations.

3) Other Customs

After lighting the Chanukah menorah, families enjoy sitting in the glow, singing and recalling the miracles of yes-
terday and today. The first song traditionally sung after lighting the candles is Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages) (PLEASE

VISIT AISH.COM FOR AUDIO AND LYRICS).

A number of other customs have developed, including:

 eating "oily" foods like fried potato latkes (pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly donuts), in
commemoration of the miracle of the oil

 giving Chanukah gelt (coins) to children

 spinning the dreidel, a four-sided top with a Hebrew letter on each side (sivivon in
Hebrew)
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ABC's of Chanukah (Hanukkah) from aish.com continued from page 12

What is the origin of the dreidel?

In times of persecution when Torah study was forbidden, Jewish children would learn anyway. When soldiers would investi-
gate, the children would pull out a dreidel and pretend to be playing.

The letters on the dreidel are nun, gimmel, hey, shin ― the first letters of Nes Gadol Haya Sham – "A Great Miracle Happened
There." (In Israel, the last letter is a Pey ― "Here.") One way to play dreidel is to see who can keep theirs spinning for the
longest time. Or alternatively, to see how many dreidels you can get spinning simultaneously.

Another version of dreidel is where players use pennies, nuts, raisins, or chocolate coins as tokens or chips. Each player puts an
equal share into the "pot." The first player takes a turn spinning the dreidel. When the dreidel stops, the letter facing up deter-
mines:

 Nun – nothing happens; the next player spins the dreidel

 Gimmel – the spinner takes the pot

 Hey – take half the pot

 Shin – add one to the pot

(Alternatively, you can play where everyone spins their own dreidel simultaneously. Anyone who gets Nun takes 2 from the
pot; Gimmel takes 1 from the pot; Hey puts 1 into the pot; Shin gives 1 to the person on his/her right.)

On Chanukah we add "Al Ha'nisim" – an extra paragraph which describes the Chanukah miracle – to the Amidah prayer, and
also to the Grace After Meals.

Happy Chanukah!

The Joyous Festival of
Chanukah

is approaching!

THE FIRST CANDLE IS LIT ON

SUNDAY NIGHT,
NOVEMBER 28, 2021

With the family gathered around
light the candle with joy and
thanksgiving - sing ‘Maoz Tzur’
loudly - discuss the miraculous
events of the Chag and thank
Hashem for his chessed.

(SEE BIRNBAUM SIDDUR, PG. 709)

THE FAST OF
 ASARA B’TEVET

The Fast of Asara B’Tevet
(the 10th of Tevet)
falls this year on

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

    FAST BEGINS:  6:03AM
     FAST ENDS:     5:08 PM
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SAVE THE DATE . . .

Saturday Night at the Movies
continues …

November 20 at 8:00 PM -
Jews in TV - I wish upon a Weinstein, The

Simpsons go to Israel

December 18 at 7:30 PM -
Movie with Chinese Delivery

$15.00 per person.
Reservations must be made by December 13

Movie To Be Announced

January 15, 2022 at 6:30 PM -
Movie To Be Announced

Updates or changes will be on our website
 schomreisrael.org

SUGGESTED DONATION OF $5 TO HELP DEFRAY COSTS

Gift Cards

Have you thought of using gift cards for things other than your own shopping? They can be used for holiday,
anniversary or birthday gifts. A “just because” gift card always brings a smile! The cards come in different
denominations so you can choose the most appropriate one for your needs. Remember each gift card purchase
results in a donation to the shul at no cost to you.

To order your gift cards, please use the form on page 15.  If you want a card from a store not shown on the
form, contact Len Grosman through the shul office (454-2890 or schomre1@aol.com).  To place an order
send the completed form with payment to Schomre Israel, 18 Park Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12603.  Your
gift cards should be available within two weeks of receiving your order form.

Congregation Schomre Israel extends a
hearty Mazel Tov to . . .

Ros Fox on the birth of her 23rd great grandchild,
Eliezer Shmuel Fox.

The Ritz Family on the Bat Mitzvah of Laila.

November 14
   at 5:30 PM

Make your own Pizza and
enjoy our teen Lounge

Register before November 10

TikvasDevorah Chana
  at Schomre Israel in conjunction
with
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Congregation Schomre Israel
18 Park Avenue

Poughkeepsie, NY  12603
 845.454.2890    schomre1@aol.com     www.schomreisrael.org

Gift Card Order Form

Need help with Chanukah gift ideas? Having a few guests for latkes?
Going to a small gathering? Just need groceries for your family?

Name: Phone: Email:

FOR OFFICE USE     Check #: Order Date: Order Completed:

STORE QTY Total
 Adams Fairacre Farms    $100.00 $
 Adams Fairacre Farms      $50.00 $
 Adams Fairacre Farms      $25.00 $
 Barnes & Noble    $10.00 $
 Barnes & Noble    $25.00 $
 Bed Bath & Beyond    $25.00 $
 Best Buy®    $25.00 $
 CVS/pharmacy    $100.00 $
 CVS/pharmacy      $25.00 $
 Dunkin' Donuts    $10.00 $
 GameStop    $25.00 $
 Gap    $25.00 $
 iTunes®    $15.00 $
 iTunes®    $25.00 $
 JCPenney    $100.00 $
 JCPenney     $25.00 $
 Kmart    $25.00 $
 Kohl's    $100.00 $
 Kohl's      $25.00 $
 L.L.Bean    $100.00 $
 L.L.Bean      $25.00 $
 Lowe's    $100.00 $
 Lowe's      $25.00 $
 Macy's    $100.00 $
 Macy's      $25.00 $
 Marshalls    $100.00 $
 Marshalls      $25.00 $
 Michaels    $25.00 $
 Overstock.com    $25.00 $

STORE QTY Total
 Price Chopper      $100.00 $
 Price Chopper        $50.00 $
 Price Chopper        $25.00 $
 Regal Entertainment Group    $10.00 $
 Regal Entertainment Group    $25.00 $
 Rite Aid    $25.00 $
 Sears    $25.00 $
 ShopRite    $100.00 $
 ShopRite      $25.00 $
 Staples    $100.00 $
 Staples      $25.00 $
 Starbucks    $10.00 $
 Starbucks    $25.00 $
 Stop & Shop    $100.00 $
 Stop & Shop      $50.00 $
 Target    $25.00 $
 The Home Depot    $100.00 $
 The Home Depot      $25.00 $
 Walgreens    $100.00 $
 Walgreens      $25.00 $
 Walmart    $25.00 $
 Whole Foods Market    $25.00 $

The Holiday’s are coming...

Your answer is here - -
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Youth Aliyah

A very sincere thank you
is expressed to all who

contributed to Youth Aliyah

Yom Kippur Appeal

Thank you to all who responded to the
Yom Kippur appeal and sent donations
to Schomre Israel.

Please note...

To ensure you receive the Bulletin and other time sensitive information —
please remember to notify the office (845.454.2890 or schomre1@aol.com) of
your comings and goings!

Hamentashen Baking
Sisterhood’s Hamentashen
Baking will commence on

December 19, 2021

Please join us!

A continuing Sisterhood Fundraiser . . .

Cards by Stacey

Several samples are available for purchase in the Sisterhood Gift
Shop; other cards are available upon request. Cards are $5.00 (all
proceeds go to Sisterhood).

Please contact the office, 454.2890 or schomre1@aol.com, for
more information.
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SISTERHOOD NEWS

By this time, everyone should have received our 2021/2022 Calendar.  We wish to thank Cassia and Stephan
Brown for the superb job.  A big thank you to everyone who helped us with this huge project and especially those
who took ads or listed birthdays, etc.  If you have not paid for your listing, please do so.  Save us the cost of post-
age.  If you do not know what you owe, call Cassia Brown, 452.8317, for that information.  Once again, thank you
all!  This is a great fund raiser for Sisterhood and it helps us to continue our good work for the Shul.

Sisterhood is currently providing Kiddush every Shabbat and looks forward to seeing you at services.

HAMENTASHEN BAKING

We will start our hamentashen baking on Sunday, December 19, 2021. Anyone who wants to help
with this project is welcome.  Call Roberta Grosman, 471.5105, and tell her you want to join us.  It is
easy and you can learn in one lesson.  You can roll, fill, pinch, or check the ovens! Join the crew on
Sunday mornings.  It is a lot of fun.

 Please remember to order early so you get the flavors you want (see the order form on page 20).

THIS AND THAT

To send a Golden Book Card or Shrubbery Card, call Marcia Fishman, 471.1241, after 5:00 pm on weekdays.
Golden Book cards, payable to Sisterhood, are $3.00 and Shrubbery cards, payable to Schomre Israel, are $5.00.
You are supporting Sisterhood and the Shul when you purchase these cards.

Chanukah is just around the corner.  You can get some of your gifts at the Gift Shop. We several menorahs avail-
able, Chanukah candles from Israel, dreidels, and many other items. Newlyweds might need a menorah, Seder
Plate, candlesticks, honey jar, or mezuzah. See what we have to offer.

Many thanks to the following members for sponsoring kiddushes:

The Ritz family on the bat mitzvah of Leah Shifra

Hinda Baum in celebration of Irving’s birthday
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SISTERHOOD SCHOMRE ISRAEL
18 PARK AVENUE

POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603
845-454-2890       e-mail: rgrosman@aol.com

THIRTY-NINTH  HAMENTASHEN SALE

Schomre Israel Sisterhood of Poughkeepsie will once again be selling delicious Kosher, Pareve
HAMENTASCHEN in time for PURIM. The Hamentashen are available in Prune, Poppy Seed,
Raspberry, Apricot, and Chocolate fillings. The cost is $16.00 per dozen and $10.00 per half
dozen.  These hamentaschen will be available for pickup on SUNDAY, MARCH 6th at  the
Synagogue, 18 Park Ave. between 11am and 1:00pm. Special arrangements for pickup can be made.

REMEMBER “PURIM” IS MARCH 17, 2022.  All orders MUST be Prepaid by March 1st.

In the past thirty-nine years of our sale, we have supplied numerous Poughkeepsie area households, lo-
cal organizations as well as out of state ones with Hamentashen as well as providing the patients in the
local hospitals and nursing homes with this traditional Purim food. We will fill both large and small orders.
Orders can be filled for Sunday Schools, Sisterhood meetings, etc.

We are also making Shaloch Monot Baskets which contain Hamentash, candy, nuts, fruit, and a bever-
age. The cost is $24.00.  If you wish the basket or just Hamentash mailed, there is a $16.00 shipping
charge.

To order your hamentashen, please fill out the form below and mail back.  To avoid missing out on your
favorite flavors remember to send in your orders early.  For more info: rgrosman@aol.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PRINT LEGIBLY

Name: _________________________________

Address: _______________________________

Phone: _____________ E-mail: _____________

PRICE: $16.00 DOZEN
$10.00 HALF DOZEN I WANT TO ORDER:

______ doz. RASPBERRY
______ doz. PRUNE
______ doz. APRICOT
______ doz. POPPY SEED
______ doz. CHOCOLATE

MAIL TO: SISTERHOOD SCHOMRE ISRAEL ______ SHALOCH MONOT BASKETS
18 PARK AVE. ($24 + $16.00 shipping)

POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK   $ ___________

Shaloch Monot Baskets:

MAIL TO:  _______________________ 2022
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MANY THANKS TO THOSE WHO
CONTRIBUTED TO SCHOMRE ISRAEL:

In memory of David Levine
Lewis and Hilary Wrobel
Marsha Sandy Weiner.

In memory of...
 her beloved grandmother, Fanny Berkowitz
 her dear uncles, Max Geller and David Geller
 the Yizkor of their dear parents

      Sherman Smith and Phyllis Berkowitz-Smith.

In memory of their family and friends
Cassia and Stephan Brown.

In appreciation of our Sisterhood
      Jane Friedland.

In memory of their family and friends …
Zizal Halpern
Lena Horowitz
Meyer Horowitz
Leo Kessler
Martha Kessler
Larry Robles

Evelyn and David Horowitz.

In appreciation of receiving an honor on Yom Kippur
Barry Kricheff.

In memory of their beloved father, Saul Kronberg
Kenneth Kronberg
Susan Winer.

Mazal Tov to…
  the Ritz family on the Bat Mitzvah of Laila Ritz
  Roz Fox on the birth of her 23rd great-grandchild

 Lillian and Sam Levine.

In memory of…
 her grandparents during this holiday season,  Lena

and Max Kantrowitz, and Sarah and Harry Berman
Rena Miller.

 In memory of…
         his beloved aunt, Debra Shapiro
         his beloved grandfather, Lawrence Shapiro

Joshua Shapiro.

In appreciation of receiving an honor on Rosh
HaShanah

Brion Shapiro.

 In appreciation of Rabbi Krasner and all he does
for us, our Schomre Family and PJ Library
 In memory of our dear friend, Joe Pelzner

Rose and Brion Shapiro.

In memory of his family and friends
Jack Zand.

Just because…
Arnold Kahgan
Abe and Anna Weisfelner.

GOLDEN BOOK CARDS WERE SENT TO:

Linda Skolnik - In memory of her husband, Marvin
      Evelyn & David Horowitz.

Livia Ritz - Wishing her good health
The Congregation of Schomre Israel,
Rabbi Shlomo Krasner
Sisterhood
Evelyn & David Horowitz
Ros Fox
Sandy & Lee Corwin
Sharon & Hal Warren
Natalie & Ron Markowitz
Marcia Fishman
Jane Friedland
Roberta & Len Grosman
Linda Skolnik
Arline Bernstein
Myra Stoner
Lillian & Sam Levine.

Jay and Howard Worona - In memory of their
mother, Marilyn Worona
      Marcia Fishman

Sharon & Harold Warren.

Machzorim

Five large print Machzorim
were donated by
Bernie Hendel
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GOLDEN BOOK CARDS continued:

Livia Ritz - Wishing her good health
Evelyn & David Horowitz.

Judy Levine & Family - In memory of her husband
David Levine

The Congregation of Schomre Israel,
Rabbi Shlomo Krasner
Sisterhood
Hinda & Irving Baum
Evelyn & David Horowitz
Rabbi Eliezer & Lucy Langer
Marcia Fishman
Jeff Fishman
Roberta & Lenny Grosman
Sharon & Hal Warren
Arline Bernstein
Natalie & Ron Markowitz
Barbara & Irwin Lifshey
Myra Stoner
Lillian & Sam Levine.

Laila Ritz - Mazel Tov on your recent Bas Mitzvah
The Congregation of Schomre Israel,
Rabbi Shlomo Krasner
Sisterhood
Sharon & Hal & Cynthia Warren
Ros Fox
Lillian and Sam Levine
Myra Stoner
Evelyn & David Horowitz
Sandy & Lee Corwin
Natalie & Ron Markowitz
Hinda & Irving Baum.

Ros Fox - Mazel Tov on becoming a great grandma
AGAIN !  He’s number 23!

The Congregation of Schomre Israel,
Rabbi Shlomo Krasner
Sisterhood
Marcia Fishman & Jeff Fishman
Jane Friedland

      Phyllis & Sam Wexler
      Barry & Del Kricheff

Roberta & Len Grosman
      Linda Skolnik
      Barbara & Irwin Lifshey

Lillian & Sam Levine
Natalie& Ron Markowitz
Myra Stoner
Sandy & Lee Corwin.

Evelyn Horowitz - In memory of a favorite cousin
          Marcia & Jeff Fishman
          Linda Slolnik
          Ros Fox.

Sheldon Baskin - Wishing him good health
    Evelyn & David Horowitz.

SHRUBBERY CARDS WERE SENT TO:

Laila Ritz - Mazel Tov on your recent Bas Mitzvah
Jane Friedland
Marcia Fishman
Arline Bernstein
Roberta & Len Grosman
Linda Skolnik.

We received a note…

I would like to sincerely thank everyone for
their comforting messages and generous
donations to the Sisterhood of Schomre
Israel’s Gold Card Fund in David Levine’s
memory.

Judith B. Levine

January 17, 2022 -  Tu B’Shevat
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YAHRZEITS FOR NOVEMBER 2021

02     Myer Budman
 03 Ed Bernstein
 04 Morris Danto
 06 Adele Chick
 10 Baruch Carpet

Louis Alex Koffman
 12     Irving Lerner
 15 Lillian ‘Lee’ Effron

                   16 Stanley Fox
 17 Beatrice Brown

Yeshayahu May
 19 Aida Gamberg

Brycha Karchevskaya
Martha Kessler

 20 Hyman Goldstein
 21     Leo Kessler
 23     Sirel Lenrow
 24     Rita Kaplan

Rosalie Millman
 25 Laura Stein
 26 Oscar Klein

Shirley Koffman
 27     Samuel Eisenstadt

Meyer Horowitz

YAHRZEITS FOR DECEMBER 2021

01     Zisel Halpern
Lena Horowitz

 02 Theodore Klein
Essie Schiller

 04     Tillie Chick
Samuel Gollin

 05     Pearl Klein
 06    William Lutsky
 07     Theodore Fox

                   08     Rabbi Eric Kaye
 09     Irving Aber
 14     Anne Lutsky
 19     Norman Weinberg
 20     Sol Davis
21 Ruth Kricheff

 22     Ruth Radovsky
          Edna Silber

 Jay Harold Weiner
 23     Bertha Moshkovich

     26     Susan Smith
    Fred Tlumak

     27     Frances Krakower
     30     Joseph Pelzner
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A reminder...

You can support the Shul by purchasing:

Chair Plaque $175

    Yahrzeit Plaque:
Member $275
Non-Member $300

    Tree of Life:
Leaf $175
Apple/Acorn $550
Crested Apple $750
Crested Acorn $750
Golden Apple $950
Golden Acorn $950

Siddur   $60

Chumash        $60

Mezuzah Parchment   $50

Shrubbery Card    $5 (payable to: Schomre Israel)

Golden Card    $3 (payable to: Sisterhood)

IN HONOR OF or IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE.

Other options…

 Gift Cards (scrip) (see page 15 for cards available)
 On-Line Shopping (Goodshop, Artscroll) through our website

under the “Support Us” menu item.


