
 סעודת שלישית

 

Introduction: This week we return to analyzing the parshat hashavua (the parsha of the week) 
but with a slight twist. I will pose three questions, all involving one pasuk in Parsaht Bechukotsi, 
and then offer a novel suggestion that I heard from my late grandfather Rav Pinchas Teitz zt’l 
before adding a critical coda that may be particularly timely. 

The second of our parshiyot details the harsh punishments that will fall upon us for our continued 
failure to listen to the will of Hakadosh Barcuh Hu. At the end of this long, somber description 
there seems to be a glimmer of hope as Hashem says that He will remember our avot and recall 
the land of Israel. (Perek 27 Pasuk 42) While many commentaries indeed take this as a sign of 
Hashem’s compassion one may pose three questions that require explanation. 

#1If this is actually a reaffirmation of our relationship with out creator, one would expect it to be 
fully after all the bad tidings have been noted. Surprisingly, that is not the case, as the very next 
verse (after this one) describes the land of Israel rejecting the Jewish people due to our iniquities. 
How do we understand this strange juxtaposition of pasukim? 

#2 The pasuk itself is perplexing as well as it lists the avot but in reverse order. It first notes that 
Hashem will recall his covenant with Yaakov, then mentions His relationship with Yitzchak, 
before concluding with the brit made with Avraham. Would it not have made more sense for the 
pasuk to start with Avraham and continue chronologically; after all, that is how the covenant was 
formed?  

#3 Finally, what is the reason that Hashem’s remembering “the land” is included in this verse. 
What role does Israel, which we are being displaced from, play in the comfort and consolation?  

Answer: I must admit that I heard a fascinating answer to these questions from my grandfather 
when I was a young man and, as I got older, I discovered that other commentaries agreed with 
his approach. He suggested that perhaps the verse is not designed to comfort us – that will come 
later – but it is actually part of the rebuke itself.  

He explained this with a parable: A young man has committed an offence and is about to be 
sentenced by the judge. In an effort to reduce his punishment his attorney appeals to the 
magistrate saying that while his client is indeed guilty of the crime, the judge should be lenient in 
light of the wonderful father he (the young man) possesses. The judge responds with indignation; 
if this youth was raised by such an outstanding personality then more is expected of him, not 
less. 

The attorney tries again and notes how distinguished the boy’s grandfather was, but this merely 
increases the judge’s anger. If the young man comes from such a prominent family then his 
transgressions are even more disturbing.  

Explained my grandfather that Hashem is making a comparable claim to the Jewish people. We 
are the descendants of not only Yaakov, but also of Yitzchak, and we even go back to Avraham. 
With these genes as part of our makeup, with this glorious tradition, our poor behavior is even 



more shocking. Additionally, we were blessed with the incredible land of Israel and we failed to 
appreciate it; all these factors contribute to our punishment. 

While this is a powerful, yet sobering, thought I do want to conclude on an upbeat note. It is 
striking that after this lengthy description of all the terrible afflictions that will befall the Jewish 
people, the very next mitzvot describe the laws of consecrations and what happens when 
individuals make vows to donate to Hashem. What a puzzling choice right after the all the 
curses?  

The answer, however, is critical and reassuring. No matter what occurs, no matter how strained 
our relationship is with Hakadosh Barcuh Hu, it is never severed. Ultimately, we remain His 
people and that bond can never be shattered. Therefore, the very next mitzva reflects that strong 
connection. Even in our darkest moments we believe that we are cherished by Hashem and that 
our light will shine brightly once more.  

 

 

 

 


