
 סעודת שלישית 

Introduction: Sadly, we are still confronting the challenge of Covid-19 and remain unable to 
meet in person. While I am thankful that we can stay connected via this format, this is actually 
the fifteenth edition of Seudat Shlishit-To-Go so I am going to alter it slightly this week to try to 
ensure a vibrancy to our learning. Initially, I will present a single question and offer two 
approaches to the dilemma, but I will additionally pose a related query and not offer a response. 
Feel free to send me your own thoughts regarding the latter issue and next week I will offer an 
answer of my own. 

The overarching topic that links both questions is the story of Moshe’s successor. In Parshat 
Pinchas, Hashem follows up on the events of Parshat Chukat where he said that Moshe would 
not enter the land with his people and appoints Yehoshua to lead Am Yisrael in the next phase of 
their journey. Two questions emerge from this brief episode:  

#1When Aharon, Moshe’s brother, passed away, he had the privilege of knowing that his son 
would succeed him in his exalted role. Why did Moshe not merit a similar occurrence? Why 
were neither of his sons his successor? 

#2 Having noted who was not selected, we now need to understand why Yehoshua was chosen. 
After all, the Rambam describes how Moshe taught Torah to the seventy elders, but he then says 
that three individuals “kiblu” accepted the Torah from Moshe – Elazar, Pinchas, and Yehoshua. 
If these were the only students worthy of that designation, why then was one selected from the 
group to be their teacher’s successor?  

As noted earlier, I will leave the second query for your consideration and I look forward to your 
creative approaches.  

Answer: Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, the noted former chief rabbi, offers two very different 
suggestions to the question as to why Moshe’s own two sons were not considered for this 
position. One is sobering, particularly for those who devote time on behalf of the community. 
The second is inspirational and hopefully aspirational as well.  

Rav Sacks notes that Moshe felt compelled to remove himself from his family to serve the nation 
fully; a point that led to friction between him and his siblings. While that may have been a 
necessity, as the circumstances were rather unique, it did not come without consequences as 
Moshe was unable to devote time to his sons and therefore, they did not achieve great spiritual 
heights. This is his initial answer and it forces anyone dedicated to noble service to be acutely 
aware of the need to balance family and community.  

His second approach is to suggest that there was a large message being delivered that transcends 
Moshe’s own children. Hashem deliberately chose someone other than Moshe’s offspring to 
show that Torah is not transmitted through inheritance. Anyone, regardless of their genealogy, 
can achieve incredible heights and even become the next leader of the Jewish people.  

That may seem like a daunting proposition, but it also is a goal worthy of aspiration. Let us strive 
for greatness as Yehoshua has shown as that it is attainable.  

 


