
ACC Purim Schedule 5784/2024  +  Purim Rules Summary 

Taanis Esther (Mukdam)– Thursday March 21 

Fast begins – 6:14am 
Shacharis  

Vasikin – 6:58am 
 Regular – 7:30am, 8:30am 

Mincha  
Early – 2:00pm 
Evening – 7:05pm  

Rabbi Billet will speak between Mincha and Maariv 
 “Should Purim Be Tempered because Israel is at war?” 
7:50pm – Maariv  
8:00pm – Fast Ends (8:08pm for those who wish to 
wait for the same as מוצ"ש end time) 

Shabbos Afternoon – March 23 
6:00pm – Daf Yomi 
6:15pm – “Making Noise For Haman… Good, or Mistaken Minhag?” 
7:00pm – Mincha 
Shalosh Seudos over by ~7:50pm – Maariv at 8pm in the Beis Medrash 

 

PURIM NIGHT – Saturday Night March 23 
Maariv – 8:00pm, followed immediately by a “simple, noiseless Megillah reading” 
as part of Maariv. This Megillah reading is offered so the Maariv for Saturday night can 
follow the ideal instructions in halakha for how Saturday night transitions to Purim, with 

Megillah followed by Havdalah.  

Those who wish to change their clothes after Shabbos, or who will find it easier 
to drive to shul Saturday night should make Havdalah at home sometime after 

8:09pm and avail themselves of the readings at 8:45pm or 10pm 
8:09pm – Shabbos Ends 

We are offering two Main Megillah Readings at 8:45pm 
8:45pm – In the tent, “Gragger-lite” Reader: Irwin Levenbrown 
8:45pm – In the shul, “Graggers welcome” Reader: Beryl Phillips* 

10:00pm – Late Megillah, “Quiet Reading” Reader: Rabbi Billet* 
*An asterisked reading will be on Zoom on the regular shul davening link 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purim – Sunday March 24 
Shacharis – Please consider walking to shul as parking will be a challenge 

6:55am – Vasikin, Megillah approximately 7:35am (Reader: David Lazar) 
8:00am – Two parallel minyanim – in Gerstle Sanctuary and in the tent, 
Megillah approximately 8:35am (inside, Beryl Phillips*; outside, Irwin 
Levenbrown) 
9:00am – will start in the Beis Medrash, and move to Gerstle Sanctuary for 
Torah reading and Megillah when the 8am minyan is over, Megillah 
approximately 9:35am (Rabbi Billet*) [* = on Zoom, regular davening link] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mincha  
2:00pm at shul; ^3:00pm at the Billets (^and Megillah); 4:00pm at shul  

Shul Purim Seudah 
5:30pm – for those registered (see 2nd announcement below) 

Maariv 
8:15pm 

Two Purim related announcements 

1. Anyone physically homebound who needs a private Megillah reading, please be in 

touch with Rabbi Billet –  rabbi@accbb.org, 516-850-9694 

2. If anyone does not have plans for the Purim Seudah yet, please be in touch with 

Rabbi Billet – rabbi@accbb.org or Jeff Benkoe – president@accbb.org 

Billet Open House - 1:00-3:00pm 
Followed by Mincha: 3:00pm and Megillah Reading 3:15pm^ 
10114 Isle Wynd Ct ( Wyndsong Isles, just north of the Club) 

Search for “Billet” at the call box at the gate and you’ll be buzzed in 
OR, those who walk or those who park on El Clair Ranch Rd can walk to 
the right and take the shortcut on the sidewalk along the playground 

and pool  

mailto:rabbi@accbb.org
mailto:president@accbb.org


Notes for Taanis Esther, Parshas Zachor, and Purim 

Taanis Esther 
1. Taanis Esther is the most lenient of fast days, especially this year as it is pushed early to Thursday 
2. Regardless of the leniency, those who are able to fast are encouraged to do so (Shulchan Arukh 

686:2) 
3. Because the fast does not lead into Megillah reading, Mincha is the same as other fast days, and 

the fast ends immediately after Maariv 
Parshas Zachor 
1. Most are of the opinion that the reading and hearing of Parshas Zachor is a Torah obligation, 

ideally to be done in the presence of a minyan (Shulchan Arukh 685:7, see Mishneh Brurah 16) 
2. Terumat HaDeshen felt that hearing Zachor with a minyan is more important than hearing 

Megillah with a minyan! 
3. In the event that one can’t make it to a minyan, Parshas Zachor should be read with its proper 

tune and trope (Rama 685:7) 
4. There are several opportunities to hear it in shul on Shabbos day. During regular leining at 

the 8:15am or 9:00am minyan; shortly after kiddush begins; 5 minutes before Mincha 
5. Magen Avraham is of the view that if one can’t make it to hear Zachor with a minyan, the Torah 

reading on Purim can count in its place - which is followed by Megillah reading, the obligation 
of the day. 

Rabbinic Mitzvos and Customs of Purim 
1. Giving of Half Shekel (custom) – The custom is to “purchase” 3 half-dollars and donate that 

money to the synagogue. (Rama 694:1) If this is not taken care of before Purim, one can do it 
Sat. night or Purim morning. Do it separately on behalf of all family members living at home. 

2. Megillah Reading (mitzvah) - obligation is for all Jews (men, women, children who can read) 
to hear Megillah Purim evening AND Purim day. The mitzvah is to hear every word. We take 
extra care that any noise making not interfere with hearing every word. 

3. Mishloach Manot (mitzvah) - every person must give one non-family member two items of 
food that can be eaten as a meal. Easiest way is to give to the person who gives to you! (SA 
695:4) (Sisterhood “Mishloach manot” does not count. Also, a candy package is not a meal.) 

4. Matanot La’Evyonim (mitzvah) - every person has an obligation to give charitable gifts to 
the needy (even non-Jews, if available! SA 694:3) on Purim. For those who do not know anyone 
who is needy, donations can be given to the shul (earmark checks to “RDF - Matanot 
La’Evyonim”), and it will be distributed on your behalf on Purim Day. Alternatively, specific 
monies can be set aside for charity to the poor (as opposed to a 501c3 organization that does 
not take care of indigent people) and given when the opportunity arises (SA 694:4) 

5. Seudat Purim (mitzvah) - every person must have a special meal on Purim Day (not on Purim 
night) (SA 695) 

6. Drinking wine (custom) - There is a debate amongst the rabbinic authorities as to what the 
Talmudic phrase “Chayav Inish L’bsumei B’Puria” (Talmud Megilla 7a) means. While having a 
little wine to enhance one’s Purim joy is certainly appropriate, getting drunk is unacceptable 
behavior at any time. 

HAPPY PURIM TO ALL!! 

 


