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Menahem Mendel of Rimanov YIVO
(Rymanéw; 1745-1815), a founder of Hasidism in Galicia. Menahem Mendel studied at the
yeshiva of Shemu’el Shmelke Horovitz of Nikolsburg (Mikulov) at Ryczywol and later became a
disciple of Elimelekh of Lizhensk (Lezajsk). After marrying the daughter of a well-to-do Jew from
Przytyk, he made his home there for a number of years, moving to Rymanoéw in 1807, where he
remained until his death.
He was concerned with social justice within the Jewish community, insisting that the
weights and measures of merchants be inspected regularly to insure honesty and urging
the community to support a school for children of the poor. Menahem Mendel also issued
a decree forbidding burial societies from charging exorbitant fees to the families of wealthy
people.
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