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By Chana Weisberg July 31, 2006 Major Roi Klein was a Golani brigade deputy
commander. He was killed last Wednesday, in an ambush among the
houses of Bint Jbalil, a large village in southern Lebanon. Hezbullah
terrorists killed eight soldiers, including Roi, and injured nearly two
dozen.There were two other soldiers next to Roi. A hand grenade was
thrown at them and Roi shouted, "Grenade!" He then threw his body
over it, sacrificing his life for the sake of his soldiers, who later attributed
being alive to his act of selflessness.

In his last seconds of life, Roi mustered the strength to shout
"Shema Yisroel" the prayer that Jews have prayed for centuries,
declaring our belief in G-d and in a better world; the prayer that so many Jewish
martyrs throughout the generations called out as they were being led to their
deaths.
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Rabbi Chaim Navon of Modiin

Rabbi Akiva is known as the archetype of Jewish martyrdom. Countless thousands
followed in Rabbi Akiva's footsteps, offering their lives in martyrdom with the words of
the Shema on their lips. We can understand why Rabbi Akiva may have chosen to
recite the Shema as he offered himself for martyrdom. Surely there is no holier or nobler
utterance. This, however, is not what the Gemara tells us:

"When Rabbi Akiva was being led out for execution, it was time to recite the Shema.
As [the Romans] were combing his flesh with iron combs, [Rabbi Akiva] accepted upon
himself the yoke of Heaven.(Berakhot 61b)

Rabbi Akiva recited the Shema not because he was taken by its spiritual force
and deemed it fitting for the occasion, but because "it was time to recite the
Shema." Rabbi Akiva, the greatest halakhic sage, recognized and understood the way
of Halakha. He reached the pinnacle of his life not in a dramatic outburst, but in
silent submission to God's authority through the fulfillment of Halakha under all
circumstances and in every situation. Rabbi Akiva proved his total devotion to the
Holy One, blessed be He, not by choosing a dramatic and exhilarating passage,
but by continuing to bear the constant and eternal yoke of Halakha. This is the
loftiest expression of Jewish heroism.
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