Ellul 5782 Requesting Life
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FILLING OUR LIVES WITH SPIRITUAL CONTENT

A JEW’S TRUE life is entirely spiritual. We must use the physi-
cal life Hashem gives us for the sake of our spiritual side. When

we beseech Hashem, 0»n% 13751 — “remember us for life,” this
is the life we mean. ,
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If we desire longevity in order to fill our lives with spiri-
tual content: to encourage Torah study, to perform more acts of
chesed, to settle Eretz Yisrael, and to bring our distant brothers to
Torah lifestyles, then our request for life is justified. If, however,
we desire life for worldly matters, for passing moments of plea-
sure, we have contradicted our very prayers: Y2 777 0% 1131
o»na — “Remember us for life, O King Who desires life.” That is not
the “life” that Hashem desires!
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One answer given is that the request of Zochreinu I’chaim does
not refer to physical life in this world — a request that we would
not be allowed to make in the first three blessings of Shemoneh
Esrei — but rather to spiritual life, life that is o ooy Rayn?, for

Your sake, O living God. .
In a similar vein, Rav Elchanan Wasserman Hy”d quoted his

rebbi, the Chofetz Chaim, as noting that the type of life we are
asking for in Zochreinu l'chaim is that which Hashem we.mts for us,
e wim emve maama vRA b omAY 1701, Remember us for life, O King
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