#9 Shemot 5782 The Early & Late Shema Tefilla

A) The Early Shema
Danger of Delay
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Rokeach- Yom Tov when people come later to shul

Say at Least Minimum- You never know what may happen....
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Bottom line is that it's in Silddur as a safety net.
B) Historical Reason (s)
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Historical
Explanation

236

Gnosticism, made great strides. The representatives of the ruling
religion (Parseeism) envisioned a great threat in the agitation of the
Jews, Christians, and Manichaeists. Religious disputes became more
frequent, intensifying the dissensions. At the instigation of the Persian
Magii, King Yezdegerd IT (438-457) persecuted the Christians and the
Jews. He declared to the Christians in Armenia : “The religion of your
master king must also be your religion, because we will not have to
account to God for you.” It was a primitive expression of the principle,
cujus regio ejus religio. Confident that he possessed the complete truth,
Yezdegerd wrote: “Insane are those men who maintain that God
created death, and that He is the source of both Good and Evil,” since
this contradicts the Persian dogma of dualism (Ormuzd-Ahriman).
Such “madmen” were punished in the name of the law. Judging by the
vague chronicles, the persecutions of the Jews were expressed in pro-
hibiting them to recite publicly the prayer Shema—the manifesto of
religious monism; moreover, they were forbidden to observe the Sab-
bath, which especially perturbed the Persians (fire worshippers) who
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together,” joined in father-son collaboration,
just as when they had set out earlier when“the
two of them went together.’ Thus the Akeda
was not a test just of Abraham, but of Isaac too.

D°nY N1Yn Y» NYap / ACCEPTING THE
SOVEREIGNTY OF HEAVEN

071y — Should always. The section begin-
ning here and extending until the recitation
of the opening verse of the Shema comes
from the early Midrash Seder Eliyahu Raba, and
is a succinct statement of Jewish faith and
loyalty to God. It was likely introduced during
a period of persecution as a substitute for the
full recitation of the Shema (Shibbolei HaLeket).
The ninth-century Gaon Mar Sar Shalom
records that in the year 456 CE the Persian
king Yezdegerd Il forbade the observance of
Shabbat as well as the Shema. An adherent of
the Zoroastrian religion that proclaimed the

existence of two gods (one of light/goodness
and one of darkness/evil), Yezdegerd sought
to eradicate the belief in one God. In response,
the sages of the time instituted two recita-
tions of the first verse of Shema: the one here,
which was to be recited at home, and another
one as part of the Shabbat Musaf Kedusha.
Although both contain only the first verse of
the Shema, this sufficed to fulfill the Shema
obligation.

119321 NP2 DAY XY — Be God-fearing,
whether in private or in public. As this prayer was
originally composed for a time of persecution,
worshipers were urged to at least recite the
Shema in private, hence the word »19321 is miss-
ing from older siddurim. In Seder Eliyahu Raba,
the word (o3, “privately,’is missing, too. Rashi
urged the omission of the entire phrase, lest
one think that religious observance is only nec-
essary in private (Shibbolei HaLeket). Indeed, this

New RCA Siddur- www.britannica.com/
topic/Sasanian-dynastyYazdegerd I1,
(flourished 5th century), king of
the Sasanian dynasty (reigned
438-457), the son and successor
of Bahram V.Sasanian dynasty

Iranian dynastySassanian, also
called Sasanid, ancient Iranian
dynasty that ruled an empire (224-651
CE), rising through Ardashir I’s
conquests in 208—224 CE and
destroyed by the Arabs

during the years 637—-651
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