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The Sin of Praying on The Location- The Latest Allowance
23 May 2022, 11:00 pm

A group of Jewish youths who are at the center of a recent controversial court decision
regarding Jewish prayer on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount defend their actions in a TV interview,
saying they only “wanted to fulfill their rights.’ _

Jerusalem District Court Judge Zion Saharay ruled yesterday in favor of the three teenagers,
who appealed a decision by the Israel Police to bar them from visiting the flashpoint holy site for
a period of time after they were detained for reciting a prayer on the compound.

By praying at the site, thé teenagers violated a longstanding but informal arrangement known as

the status quo, which dictates that Jews are allowed to visit the site but not pray there. The
Temple Mount is the holiest site for Jews and the compound’s Al-Agsa Mosque is the third-
holiest for Muslims.

In his Sunday ruling, Saharay said he did not consider bowing down and reciting a prayer
sufficient cause to curtail freedom of religion for fear it would cause a disturbance at the site.
The ruling was nearly unprecedented and sparked condemnation from the Palestinian Authority,
Jordan and the Hamas terror Saharay on Monday repeated his previous statement, noting that
his ruling was only relevant to the case he was presiding over.

“The decision was focused on one question only: Did the behavior exhibited by the appealers
before me, under the concrete circumstances of the case, justify reasonable suspicion for
disturbing a police officer on duty or any other form of behavior that may disrupt the peace and
justify a ban on them for 15 days,” the judge said..

The Location/Direction of All Tefillot
https://jbgnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/312/312 JERUSAL1.pdf Rabbi Shubert
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To pray to God "by way of the land of Israel" and Jerusalem and the Holy Temple is to
see oneself as a member of the covenanted House of Israel who identifies with its
history and embraces its destiny. It is to pray to the God who has revealed Himself in
the great events of this history. The significance of praying "by way of the land" is to
acknowledge the Hand of God in the biblical events leading to God's giving it to the
forefathers. To pray "by way

of Jerusalem" is to acknowledge God's Providence in the events leading to the
establishment of the united monarchy and God's "choosing" of Jerusalem. Finally,
praying "by way of the Temple" is to apprehend that the Name of God is associated with
the Covenant between God and Israel, whose testimony lies in the Holy of Holies. So,
while the Jew addresses the universal, transcendent Creator, God Who "is in heaven,"
he relates to this God by way of the Jewish historical experience.
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And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house — now his
windows were open in his upper chamber to- wards Jerusalem — and he kneeled upon
his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did
afore- time (Dan. 6:11).
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Do We Know Where We are?
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