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Just as it is forbidden to benefit from food or drink before reciting a blessing, so too, it is
forbidden to benefit from a pleasant fragrance before reciting a blessing.
What blessings should be recited over pleasant fragrance? If the fragrant substance is a tree or
the product of a tree, one should recite the blessing "[Blessed...] who created fragrant trees." If
the fragrant substance is an herb or the product of an herb, one should recite the blessing
"[Blessed...] who created fragrant herbs."
If it is not from a tree or an herb - e.g., musk, which comes from an animal - one should recite
the blessing "[Blessed...] who created various kinds of spices." If it is a fruit that is fit to eat -
e.g., an etrog or an apple - one should recite the blessing "[Blessed...] who endowed fruits with
pleasant fragrance."
Should one recite the blessing "[Blessed...] who created various kinds of spices," on any
fragrance, one fulfills one's obligation.
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Halacha 29
Why is the blessing recited over spices on Saturday night? Because the soul is forlorn!l2 by
reason of of the departure of the Sabbath. Therefore, we gladden!2? it and settle it with a pleasant
fragrance.
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13 RSRH Collected Writings 5:7 (1808-1888)

- . . 14
training and treatment he has received at home, We would certainly be

the last to support corporal punishment; indeed, we would be very
much inclined to believe that a teacher who cannot cope with }hc
everyday problems of school life without resorting to physical chastise-
ment is in the wrong profession, But if thrashings are the order of .thc
dav at home, if the child has become accustomed to take criticism
sel:iously only if he feels it upon his body, if he will listen to verbal
admonition only if he sees the rod looming in the background, then
the home has deadened the child’s sense of morality. Such a child will
hardly give his teacher’s words of criticism at school the attention they
deserve.
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