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The weekly Shmooze News is dedicated by: 
The Izhak family in memory of Yechezkel ben Chaim z”l, 

Susan & Jack  Gluck in memory of Edith & Milton Gluck z”l and Margaret & Nicholas Brecher z”l, 

  Susan & Aaron Weinberg in memory of Helen & Jack Weinberg z"l and Nellie & Morris  Fischer z"l.  

 

Young Israel Congregation Shmooze News 
9580 Abbott Avenue, Surfside, FL 33154  www.yicbh.org - office@yicbh.org 

 

 Parshas Chayei Sarah, November 19, 2022 
  Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz - President Israel Kopel  

. 

Shabbos Mevarchim Chodesh Kislev 

Rosh Chodesh will be Thursday and Friday. 

 

Passing the Chessed Test 

In this week’s parashah, Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, is sent to the land of Avraham’s 

origin to find a wife for Yitzchak. When Eliezer arrives in Aram Naharaim, the city of 

Avraham’s relatives, he offers his famous prayer to Hashem for help in this endeavor. In 

short, he asks Hashem to send the right girl as per the condition that Eliezer puts forth. 

Eliezer requests that the test that will determine the soulmate for Yitzchak is going to 

center on acts of kindness. This itself is noteworthy. Yes, as the Torah notes, Rivka was 

beautiful and gracious, but that was of secondary concern to Eliezer. The primary criteria 

on his short list of qualifications for the future wife of Yitzchak, was whether she was a 

baalas chessed (a doer of kindness). As our Sages note, Eliezer understood that the girl 

who would shine forth in this trait of chessed would be “worthy to enter the household of 

Avraham” (Rashi, Bereishis 24:14), the household which itself was synonymous with that 

very trait.  

Rivka was more than up to the test. In fact, a careful reading of the verses here highlights 

the great care and sensitivity that Rivka displayed in her kindness towards this complete 

stranger.  

Firstly, we find that Eliezer asked for very little specifically to see whether Rivka would 

in fact go above and beyond the simple request. If she were to do so it would be a sure-

tell sign of her kind and righteous nature (Seforno to Bereishis 24:14). To start with, 

Eliezer merely asked, “let me sip, please, a little water from your jug” (ibid 24:17); i.e., 

just a sip. Rivka in turn says to him, “drink my lord,” and then proceeded to not just give 

him a little “sip,” but with great sensitivity to the supposed needs of a weary traveler, 

encouraged him to “drink” as much as he needed (Or HaChaim). The Torah then notes 

that “when she finished giving him to drink, she said, ‘I will draw water even for your 

camels until they have finished drinking’” (ibid. 24:19), going above and beyond  

 

 

 

 

The kiddush this week is unsponsored. 

If you want to sponsor this week’s kiddush, 

please call the office, and we will announce it in next week’s Shmooze News. 

Early minyan kiddush this week is sponsored by  

Ariel & Donny Rosenberg in honor of the 1-year anniversary of Simcha’s bar Mitzva. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbos  

Candle Lighting      5:12PM 
 

 : 

Mincha         5:15PM 

  

Early Minyan        8:00AM 

Shacharis        9:00AM 

Teen minyan        9:45AM 

  

Rabbi’s Shiur        4:15PM 

Mincha        5:00PM  

Women’s Circle        5:10PM  

Havdalah        6:15PM  

Parent child learning          7:00PM  
  

Weekday  

Shacharis   

Sunday  8:00AM/9:00AM  

Mon - Fri 7:00AM/8:00AM  

Mincha   

Sun - Thu        5:15PM  
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Eliezer’s simple request. 

What’s surprising, though, is that Rivka seemed to be planning to water the camels the moment she encountered Eliezer. Why then 

did she wait until Eliezer finished drinking to offer this next stage of her chessed? Or HaChaim suggests that she did not let Eliezer 

in on her plan to help his camels so that Eliezer not feel rushed to drink less than his fill! She sensitively recognized that if this traveler 

would know that she was planning to do more for him, he would not want her to have to also give him so much water. Alternatively, 

she waited to mention the camels because she was sensitive to Eliezer’s honor and did not want to put his drinking needs together in 

the same sentence of that of his beasts of burden (תולדות יצחק).  

She then proceeded to run back and forth with her small jug to fill the trough before ten thirsty camels. Her efforts in doing so were 

herculean. In fact, the commentators note that it was not even humanly possible, and that Rivka was only able to accomplish this feat 

with Divine help (Rabbeinu Bachya). But that did not stop her. In fact, her very running back and forth itself was meant as a sign of 

honor to this traveler (Seforno), like Avraham’s rushing back and forth to fulfill the needs of his three guests in last week’s parashah.  

Eliezer, for his part, made the test more difficult for Rivka, for he was  ַמֲחִריש, [awkwardly] silent (ibid 24:21) throughout. He did not 

make any attempt to politely say, “Oh, don’t trouble yourself,” but rather stood by idly waiting for her to finish the impossible task. 

Only afterward, “when the camels had finished drinking” (ibid 24:22) and still Rivka asked for nothing in return, only then was it 

made abundantly clear to Eliezer that he had found the “one” (Seforno).  

The Torah specifically shares with us the story of Rivka’s kindness, and her willingness to go above and beyond what was requested 

of her, right after it shares with us an example of the opposite. The parashah begins with the Biblical equivalent of a used-car 

salesman, when it tells us about Ephron. Despite Ephron’s supposed offer to give the Machpelah cave for free, in the end he took the 

exorbitant sum of four hundred silver “kanterin” – each one equal to 2500 regular shekel, for a total of 1 million shekel! Ephron is 

the classic example of one who “says much but does not even do a little” (Rashi, Bereishis 23:16). The Torah contrasts him to Rivka. 

Rivka is one who says little but does so very much (Kli Yakar)! So much, in fact, that she herself becomes the paradigm for what it 

means to be a sensitive and caring baalas chessed, (doer of acts of loving-kindness).  

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom / Good Shabbos 

Rabbi Moskovitz 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
• Tuesday, Nov 22 - 9:30AM to 10:30AM - Mommy & Me Yoga Class led by Mielcah Munk, YI Youth Director and 

yoga instructor - $25 for the class - RSVP and payment at yicbh.org or please call the office 305-866-0203 

• Wednesday, Nov 30 - 11:30AM - Rosh Chodesh Kislev Women's Event – The Music of Torah - Guest speaker: Mrs 

Carol Krintzman - Carol Krintzman is a Juilliard trained pianist who created a unique and easy note reading method 

that works for the right hand, left hand and both hands together. She has developed a novel method for teaching Autistic 

students and her technique is effective in strengthening the memory of students of all ages - Lunch will be served - 

Members $10 - Nonmembers $20 

• Dec. 9-10 - Scholar-in-Residence Shabbaton - Guest Speaker: Rabbi Zev Goldberg - Rabbi Goldberg leads the 

Young Israel of Ft. Lee and is the current Vice President of the Rabbinical Council of Bergen County, where he also 

serves as a Dayan on its Beit Din for Conversion. He served on the Executive Committee of the RCA from 2016-2019. 

He spends his afternoons teaching at Bruriah High School for Girls, where he chairs the Torah Sh’bal Peh Department. 

On Fridays Rabbi Goldberg teaches Semicha students at Yeshiva University. To RSVP for the Friday night dinner: 

yicbh.org - $95 members/$115 nonmembers. 

 

 
Rosh Chodesh announcement 

We are planning a Rosh Chodesh program focusing on the daughters (and daughters-in- law) of Holocaust Survivors. If you 

are willing/interested in sharing your unique experiences of having parents/in laws who went through the Shoah, please contact 

Leah Cohen at:  L.F.Cohen@comcast.net or Debbie Popper at: Debbiepopper4@gmail.com 
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Schedule for classes  
• The Daf Yomi shiur begins after the first minyan, Sunday-Friday.  

• Rabbi Moskovitz will be davening with the early minyan this week and joining the later minyan after the 

1st minyan’s conclusion. There will therefore not be an 8:20AM shiur. 

• 4:15PM - Rabbi Moskovitz’s Shabbos afternoon shiur. A Practical Class on the Laws of Shabbos with Modern-day 

Applications. This week focusing on Shabbat Candles. 

• 5:10PM - The Women's Circle, Shabbos afternoon, with Malka Moskovitz.  

• Mondays - 10:30AM - Ladies Tehillim Group in the Beit Midrash. 

• Mondays - 8:00PM to 9:00PM - Beis Medrash men’s learning program - Join us for a limited time program in 

conjunction with Yeshiva Toras Chaim Toras Emes - Three small classes from which to choose: Practical Halacha, 

Tefillah tools, Parsha Perspectives - Refreshments served. This week’s class is sponsored by Robert Lowinger  לעילוי 

לוי  בן הלוי יצחק משה נשמת  

• Tuesdays - 7:00PM - An exciting new season of “Dinner with the Nevi’im” by Rabbi Moskovitz. Now learning Sefer 

Shmuel I (I Samuel). Light dinner provided. Please consider sponsoring ($1,200 for a monthly sponsor - $7,500 for 

the entire 5783 season of this shiur). Thank you to this month’s sponsors Joni & George White! 

 

Congregational Family and Shul News  

• Mazal Tov to Rabbi Simeon & Alice Truzman on the birth of their great grandson in Yerushalayim. 

• Mazal Tov to Debbie & David Popper on the birth of a Granddaughter, Leah. Mazal Tov to the parents Rivka & 

Sruli Schwartz. 

• Mazal Tov to Linda & Murray Laulicht on the birth of a great grandson, Zachary David. Mazal Tov to the parents 

Estie & Evan Rottenstreich and siblings Marlee & Sam. 

• A warm welcome to our new members Chana & Marc Hershberg. 
 

Refuah Sheleimah 

• We wish refuah sheleimah to Ginette Dekelbaum (Dina bat Margalit), Allan Krieger (Aron Yitzchok ben Miriam 

Toba), Allen Packer (Alexander ben Esther Rayzl). 

 

Youth Department 
• Every Shabbat: Teen minyan - For teens by teens (Ages 13 through 25) - Starting at middle school all boys and girls 

welcome to join, followed by Teen Kiddush led by Tzali and Rabbi Josh - At 9:45AM in the Beit Midrash, upstairs. 

• 9:30AM-11:15AM - Shabbos morning groups: 

Ages 0-3 - Tot Shabbat with sing along circle/Davening time and snack (Circle time starts at 10:45) with Devorah 

and Morah Mielcah. 

Ages 4-10 - Games, snacks, story with Morah Debbie, Davening, raffle, and more with Shaila, Riley and Shoshana. 

Ages 9-11 (girls) - Davening, snacks, games, story and parsha thoughts with Tziona.  

Ages 12-13 (girls) Davening, parsha, games, and more with Ella.  

• Tuesday, Nov 22 - 7:00PM to 8:00PM - Dinner and Learn - At Foozo Artisan Pizza Bay Harbor Islands - Grades 

9-12 - Join Rabbi Munk and NCSY for free pizza, chill friends, & hot Jewish topics! RSVP requested: 

youth@yicbh.org 

• Sunday, Nov 20 - 10AM-12PM - For ages 3-13 years old - First Responders Appreciation Day, in honor of 

Thanksgiving. For more info, please email Rabbi Josh & Mielcah Munk at youth@yicbh.org 

• Dec 18 - 6PM to 8PM - First night of Chanukah Party. 
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Eruv Bal Harbour: While the Eruv in Surfside includes both walking paths, in Bal Harbour the Eruv only 

includes the inner (western) walking path. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included. We would like to emphasize 

that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure that the Eruv is operational prior to 

carrying on Shabbos. The number is 305-866-ERUV (3788). The Eruv message is recorded approximately two 

hours prior to Candle Lighting. Miami Beach Eruv web page: www.miamibeacheruv.com 
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Please submit all insertions for the Shmooze News to  

office@yicbh.org  

by noon on Thursday. 

Yahrzeits November 19 – November 25, 2022 

25 CHESHVAN Allan Krieger for his mother Miryam Toba bas Dovid on Shabbos Nov 19  
25 CHESHVAN Fortuna Mamane for her father Isaac Berdugo on Shabbos Nov 19  
25 CHESHVAN Mali Schwartz for her brother David Tajfel, Dovid ben Tzvi on Shabbos Nov 19  
25 CHESHVAN Marvin Anhalt for his grandfather Solomon Anhalt, Shalom Levi ben Zev on Shabbos Nov 19  
26 CHESHVAN Jonathan Carp for his mother Chana Rochel on Sun Nov 20  
27 CHESHVAN David Popper for his father Gershon ben Shmuel haKohen on Mon Nov 21  
27 CHESHVAN Jeffrey Koppel for his father Alfred Koppel, Avrohom Yitzchok ben Leib on Mon Nov 21  
28 CHESHVAN Harvey Wolinetz for his grandmother Tamar Wolinetz, Tamar bat Harav Eliezer on Tue Nov 22  
29 CHESHVAN Deborah Klein for her father R. Naftali Hertz Chaim Schechter on Wed Nov 23  

      1KISLEV Malkie Raskas for her brother Shraga Shlomo ben Avrohom Tzvi on Fri Nov 25  
1 KISLEV Mira Nektalova for her father Behor Nektalov, Behor ben Nikadam on Fri Nov 25  

   

                                          ZICHRONAM   LIVRACHAH  

   

Please report any errors or omissions to Steve Schwartz at stevenbarryschwartz@gmail.com 

 

 

Yahrzeit Plaques Available 

If you are interested in purchasing a permanent satin brass Yahrzeit Plaque for a dearly departed loved one on our 

beautiful, automated Yahrzeit memorial displays in our main sanctuary, please contact David Herman or the Young 

Israel office. To order a plaque online, please use the website www.yiplaques.com 

REMINDER 

Hatzalah in our neighborhood has ambulances paramedics and EMT’S all here to help us. 

(305) 919-4900  

If there is a medical emergency, pickup any of the radios and let security know. 

Additionally, there is a red phone in the lobby that calls Hatzalah directly. 

The Refuah Fund provides meals for families that are experiencing an illness or sitting Shiva. Please donate directly 

to the Young Israel indicating on your check, or alternative payment, that it is specifically for the Refuah Fund. Special 

thanks to Susan Gluck and Susan Packer for establishing and continuing this very important mitzvah. Thanks for 

everyone who already contributed to the Refuah fund! 

 

THE REFUAH FUND IS CURRENTLY LOW ON FUNDS, PLEASE MAKE A CONTRIBUTION. 

http://www.miamibeacheruv.com/
mailto:office@yicbh.org

