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The weekly Shmooze News is dedicated by: 
The Izhak family in memory of Yechezkel ben Chaim z”l, 

Susan & Jack  Gluck in memory of Edith & Milton Gluck z”l and Margaret & Nicholas Brecher z”l, 

  Susan & Aaron Weinberg in memory of Helen & Jack Weinberg z"l and Nellie & Morris  Fischer z"l.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Young Israel Congregation 
Located in beautiful Surfside, Florida. Serving Bal Harbour, Bay Harbor Islands,  Indian Creek, and Surfside. 

 

Shmooze News       
Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei, Parshas Hachodesh, March 18, 2023 

Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz - President Israel Kopel  

9580 Abbott Ave. Surfside FL 33154  www.yicbh.org - office@yicbh.org 

Shabbos Mevarchim Chodesh Nisan. 

Rosh Chodesh will be Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

The Case of the Missing Yud 

In our parashah, we are told of the list of materials donated by the tribal leaders – 

the “Nesiim” – toward the construction of the Mishkan. That list included the 

precious stones that would be used for the Kohen Gadol’s clothing, as well as spices 

and oil needed for the anointment and daily functioning of the Mishkan. When the 

Torah introduces this list, it begins by stating: יאו ם ֵהבִׂ אִׂ ְּוַהְנשִׂ , the leaders brought 

[the shoham stones, the setting stones, etc.]. The word, ם אִׂ שִׂ  leaders, in this verse ,נְּ

is written differently than it would typically be written. Normally, the word is 

written with an additional letter yud or two as ים יאִׂ שִׂ  .(.see Bamidbar 10:4, et al) נְּ

Why then is the word written here in the diminutive form? 

Our Sages explain that the Nesiim here made an error. At the start of the campaign 

to amass materials for the Mishkan, they declared, “Let the community donate what 

they will donate, and whatever is left to be donated, we will complete.” But in the 

end, the alacrity and generosity of the Jewish People was so great, that the collection 

was almost finished. The Mishkan project was about to move forward without the 

Nesiim’s participation altogether! Anxiously, they looked for what they could still 

contribute, and all that was left for them to bring were the stones, oil, and spice. 

Since they lacked alacrity in participating in this mitzvah on the front end, the letter 

yud is taken from their title, and their title is spelled in the diminutive form, as a 

admonishment of sort to each of them (Rashi, citing Bamidbar Rabbah 12:16).  

Some suggest that their mistake lay in the fact that they believed that the collection 

of funds toward the construction of the Mishkan was technical in nature. It was, in 

their mind, about the money. And in what seemed like a generous offer, they 

declared their intention to make sure that the campaign would succeed. But what 

they failed to realize is that the purpose of the campaign ran much deeper. It was, 

 

 

 

 

The main Kiddush is sponsored by Judy & Moish Tuchman commemorating  

the yahrzeit of Moish’s father Hershel Tuchman z”l on Rosh Chodesh Nisan  

and in fond memory of Stuart Harris z”l. 

Shabbos  

Candle Lighting        7:12PM 
 

 : 

Mincha         7:00PM 

  

Early Minyan        8:00AM 

Shacharis        9:00AM 

 

Women’s Circle       5:10PM 
 

Guest speaker          6:00PM 

Mincha         7:00PM  

Havdalah         8:16PM  

  

Weekday  

Shacharis   

Sunday  8:00AM/9:00AM  

Mon - Fri 7:00AM/8:00AM  

  

Mincha   

Sun - Thu         7:20PM  
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at its core, an opportunity. It was an opportunity to be a part of this special undertaking, to be a part of the unique mitzvah of building a 

Mishkan for Hashem’s Presence. In short, it was about connection to Hashem. And so, the letter yud – which is the fist letter in the Ineffable 

Name of Hashem – was removed from their title. They almost lost this opportunity to connect to Him, due to their lack of alacrity, due to 

their sitting back and letting the masses lead this charge, and that is reflected in the lackluster spelling of their title (Taam V’Daas, R’ Moshe 

Sternbuch).  

The Nesiim, though, learned their lesson. And months later when it was time to inaugurate the newly constructed Mishkan, they were first 

in line! As the Torah discusses in Parashas Nasso, this time the Nesiim did not sit back. But rather, as a unified group, without one-

upmanship, they came together to give their offerings for the inauguration of the Mishkan.  The Chafetz Chaim explains that as a rule, 

Hashem’s predisposition to reward is exponentially greater than His trait of strict justice ( טובה מרובה  מדה ). Accordingly, although in our 

parashah they lost a single letter from their title, in Parashas Nasso they got it back and then some! Although they arrived together to give 

their inaugural offerings as a group, Hashem wanted to highlight each one individually. Hashem wanted His eternal Torah to repeat 

paragraph after paragraph the identical offering offered by each of the twelve tribal leaders, to show how precious each one was. Yes, they 

made a mistake, and lost a letter and a bit of luster. But in the end, they learned the importance of leading the charge to connect to Hashem. 

And with that they were repaid with a massive spotlight upon their holy spiritual strivings! 

Wishing you all a Shabbat Shalom / Good Shabbos 

Rabbi Moskovitz 

 

 

 

 

Maos Chitim 

With Pesach around the corner, our Maos Chitim appeal is currently underway.  

"Maos Chitim" (or "Kimcha D'Pischa") is an ancient Jewish custom whereby people donate to help those in need to 

have food for Pesach.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity and participation in this great mitzvah. 

Please make checks payable to Young Israel of Bal Harbour and write in the memo “Maos Chitim fund,” or you can 

make your donation online: www.yicbh.org 

Wishing all of you a Chag Kasher V’Sameach! 

Sale of Chametz 

Torah law forbids one to own chametz over Pesach (including pastas, liquors, cereals, etc.). One who plans to put such 

chametz aside for Pesach, must sell it to a non-Jew to avoid the issue of ownership. In addition, even those who discard 

all known chametz, will often "sell their chametz" as an additional assurance. 

 Rabbi Moskovitz is available to act as your agent in the sale of any such chametz. Please fill out the form available 

online or in the Shul lobby and return it to him to appoint him as your agent. 

You can meet Rabbi Moskovitz at the conclusion of shacharis and maariv services each weekday to appoint him as your 

messenger.  

 
EVENTS 

• This Shabbat we are welcoming Jordan B. Gordinkel (DC comics Batman Franchise editor & author of the bestselling 

Passover Haggadah Graphic Novel) to our YI family shabbaton - "Make Judaism Your Superpower".   

A special thank you to our Young Israel family shabbaton’s sponsors: Tammy & Aaron Attias, Lauren & Yonah 

Bardos, Batya & Meir Cosiol, Yael & John Delgado, Barbara Eisenberg, Gaby & Israel Kopel, Tami & Jared Plitt, 

Marty Schmerz, Tina & Todd Stock, Ari & Caroline Weisman, Miriam & Daniel Wiener. 

 

• Wednesday Mar. 22 - 11:30AM - Rosh Chodesh Nisan – Speaker: Shelley Benveniste - Shelley Benveniste is a Jewish 

wife, mother and devoted “baba” to her grandchildren. She is an activist, artist, educator, columnist and long-time 

Florida Editor of The Jewish Press. Her lecture, “You can make a difference,” should provide inspiration for those 

attending the YICBH’s Rosh Chodesh luncheon. A question and answer period will follow. $10 members - $20 non-

members - RSVP online at yicbh.org  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule for classes  

• Rabbi Moskovitz will be davening with the early minyan this week and joining the later minyan after the 1st minyan’s 

conclusion. There will therefore not be an 8:20AM shiur. 

• 5:10PM - The Women's Circle, Shabbos afternoon, with Malka Moskovitz. Rivki Rosenwald will be sharing 

challenging Parsha ideas and inspiring life messages. 

• 6:00PM - The Shabbos afternoon shiur is going to be given by the guest speaker, Jordan Gorfinkel, as part of the 

Family Shabbaton. 

• Mondays - 10:30AM - Ladies Tehillim Group in the Beis Midrash. 

• Tuesdays - 6:30PM - “Dinner with the Nevi’im” by Rabbi Moskovitz. Now learning Sefer Shmuel I (I Samuel). 

Light dinner provided.  

• Thursdays - 8:00PM - Mishmar: Chavrusa Learning Program. To sign up for a chavrusah please contact Rabbi 

Moskovitz, rabbi@yicbh.org. Cholent served! Please consider sponsoring a night of learning ($180) or a month 

($720).  

 

Congregational Family and Shul News  

• Mazel Tov to Matilda & Marvin Anhalt on the occasion of the wedding of their son Jordan Anhalt to Rebecca Gabay 

of New Rochelle NY. 

• Mazel Tov to Malkie Raskas on the birth of a grandson born to Dinah & Ari Raskas in Dallas, Texas. 

• Mazel Tov to Linda & Steven Storch on the engagement of their granddaughter, Nava Goldenhersh, daughter of Perri 

& Shraga Goldenhersh of Baltimore, to Yitzchak Berkovits, son of Aviva & Hillel Berkovits of Toronto. 

• A warm welcome to our new members Jessica & Lance Bloom.  

• With profound sadness, we announce the passing of Arline Bernstein z”l, beloved mother of our esteemed member 

Barbara Grossman. 

 

Refuah Sheleimah 

• We wish refuah sheleimah to Ginette Dekelbaum (Dina bat Margalit), Martin Jacobs (Moshe ben Tzipah), Allan 

Krieger (Aron Yitzchok ben Miriam Toba), Allen Packer (Alexander ben Esther Rayzl). 

 

Youth Department 

• 9:30AM-11:15AM - Shabbos morning groups: 

Ages 0-3 - Tot Shabbat with sing along circle/Davening time and snack (Circle time starts at 10:45) with Devorah 

and Morah Mielcah. 

Ages 4-10 - Games, snacks, story with Morah Debbie, Davening, raffle, and more with Shaila, Riley and Shoshana. 

Ages 9-11 (girls) - Davening, snacks, games, story and parsha thoughts with Tziona.  

Ages 12-13 (girls) Davening, parsha, games, and more with Ella.  

• Shabbos - 4:00PM to 5:00PM - Parent child learning. ON HIATUS THIS WEEK FOR FAMILY SHABBATON 

• 5:00PM - Boys ages 9-12 - Shabbos Chess Club for Boys - ON HIATUS THIS WEEK FOR FAMILY 

SHABBATON.  

• Tuesdays - 7:00 PM - Teen Latte & Learn - Grades 9-12, join Rabbi Munk and NCSY for free coffee, chill 

friends, & hot Jewish topics! At Starbucks on Harding Ave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Young Israel Congregation  
Shmooze News 

Parsha Vayakhel-Pekudei, Parshas Hachodesh, March 18, 2023 

mailto:rabbi@yicbh.org


 

 

 

    

Eruv Bal Harbour: While the Eruv in Surfside includes both walking paths, in Bal Harbour the Eruv only includes the inner (western) 

walking path. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included. We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the 

Eruv Hotline to make sure that the Eruv is operational prior to carrying on Shabbos. The number is 305-866-ERUV (3788). The Eruv 

message is recorded approximately two hours prior to Candle Lighting. Miami Beach Eruv web page: www.miamibeacheruv.com 
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Please submit all insertions for the Shmooze News to office@yicbh.org  by noon on Thursday. 

Yahrzeits March 18 – March 24, 2023 

25 ADAR Avi Gilburt for his uncle Moshe Melech ben Gedalya Aryeh on Shabbos Mar 18 

25 ADAR Heshie Greenblatt for his father Yekusiel Zev ben Moshe Greenblatt on Shabbos Mar 18 

25 ADAR Lawrence Diener & Marjorie Blenden for their mother Beatrice Diener on Shabbos Mar 18 

26 ADAR Drew Parker for his father Joseph Parker, Yoseph ben Avraham on Sun Mar 19 

26 ADAR Samuel Newborn for his mother Joyce Newborn, Sarah bat Chaim on Sun Mar 19 

27 ADAR Andrew Lowinger for his father Maurice Lowinger, Meir Moshe ben Benzion Halevi on Mon Mar 20 

27 ADAR Eleazer Hirmes for his brother Menachem Hirmes, Menachem Israel ben Harav Avraham Pesach on Mon Mar 20 

27 ADAR Etella Marcovici for her father Elias Lebovits, Eliyahu Arieh ben R. Pinchas on Mon Mar 20 

27 ADAR George White for his father Jerry White, Yerachmiel ben Yaakov Dov on Mon Mar 20 

27 ADAR Harold Eisenman for his mother Beth Eisenman on Mon Mar 20 

27 ADAR Louis Mayberg for his mother Chana Baila bat Eliyahu on Mon Mar 20 

28 ADAR Shimon Eckstein for his father Yaakov ben Meyer on Tue Mar 21 

29 ADAR Leslie Baum for her mother Batya bat Dina on Wed Mar 22 

29 ADAR Sidney Gordon for his mother Frieda Gordon, Fruma Charna bas Mechol on Wed Mar 22 

1 NISAN Gabriela Bareket for her mother Flora Rosman on Thu Mar 23 

1 NISAN Lawrence Jaffe for his mother Anne Jaffe, Chana bat Yosef on Thu Mar 23 

1 NISAN Morris Tuchman for his father Tzvi ben Moshe Tuchman on Thu Mar 23 

1 NISAN Murray Huberfeld for his father Pinchas ben Moshe Aharon on Thu Mar 23 

1 NISAN Ziporah Milstein for her father Elazar Ben Uri Meyer haKohen Kahanow on Thu Mar 23 

2 NISAN Cathy Weiss for her father Leon Selwyn on Fri Mar 24 

2 NISAN Rose Schreiber for her mother Guta bas Peretz Mochkin on Fri Mar 24 

2 NISAN Sidney Gordon for his sister-in-law Adell Kkeid, אליעזר אהרן בת ביילא איידל  on Fri Mar 24 

  

ZICHRONAM   LIVRACHAH 

Please report any errors or omissions to Steve Schwartz at stevenbarryschwartz@gmail.com 

 

Yahrzeit Plaques Available - If you are interested in purchasing a permanent satin brass Yahrzeit Plaque for a dearly departed loved 

one on our beautiful, automated Yahrzeit memorial displays in our main sanctuary, please contact David Herman or the Young Israel 

office. To order a plaque online, please use the website www.yiplaques.com 

The Refuah Fund provides meals for families that are experiencing an illness or sitting Shiva. Please donate directly to the Young 

Israel indicating on your check, or alternative payment, that it is specifically for the Refuah Fund. Special thanks to Susan Gluck 

and Susan Packer for establishing and continuing this very important mitzvah. Thanks for everyone who already contributed to 

the Refuah fund! THE REFUAH FUND IS CURRENTLY LOW ON FUNDS, PLEASE MAKE A CONTRIBUTION. 

REMINDER 

Hatzalah in our neighborhood has ambulances paramedics and EMT’S all here to help us (305) 919-4900  

If there is a medical emergency, pickup any of the radios and let security know.  

Additionally, there is a red phone in the lobby that calls Hatzalah directly. 

http://www.miamibeacheruv.com/
mailto:office@yicbh.org

