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The weekly Shmooze News is dedicated by: 
The Izhak family in memory of Yechezkel ben Chaim z”l. 

Jack & Susan Gluck in memory of Milton & Edith Gluck z”l; 

Nicholas & Margaret Brecher z”l. 
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 Parshas Devarim, August 6, 2022 
  Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz - President Israel Kopel  
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Sensitivity to the Honor of Our Fellow 

Much of Sefer Devarim (the Book of Deuteronomy) includes Moshe’s parting words of 

encouragement and admonishment to the Jewish People which he delivered over the last 

five weeks of his life. The Sefer begins with the words,   ל ָכל ה אֶּ ר משֶּ ר ִדבֶּ ָבִרים ֲאשֶּ ה ַהדְּ ֵאלֶּ

ָרֵאלִישְּ  , these are the “Devarim” (a term implying ‘words of admonishment’) that Moshe 

spoke to all Israel. The Torah then immediately continues by noting the exact location of 

the Jewish People at this time that Moshe commenced with these words. They were 

located “across the Jordan, in the wilderness, in the Plain, opposite [the Sea of] Reeds, 

between Paran and Tophel and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Di-zahab” (Devarim 1:1). 

Why does the Torah list all these place markers; even more markers than one would list 

if he were purchasing a field (Ramban)?! Moreover, some of the places seem problematic, 

for they were not in the unsettled wilderness, but rather they were in the plains of Moav!  

Our Sages therefore understand that with each of these terms Moshe was making a veiled 

reference to a failing of the Jewish People. Each represents another place where we had 

sinned over the forty years of sojourning. For example, “in the wilderness” refers to when 

we complained to Moshe for taking us out “to this wilderness” to die of hunger (Shemos 

16:3). The term, “in the Plain” refers to the sin of worshiping Baal Peor which took place 

in the “plains” of Moav (end of Parashas Balak). But if Moshe’s intention was to give 

admonishment, why then did he not simply state the sins explicitly? Why the need to 

resort to veiled references? Our Sages explain that Moshe used veiled references rather 

than explicit statements because he was concerned for the honor of the Jewish People. 

For the sake of our honor, he did not want to make more direct mentions of the errors of 

our past (Rashi here citing Sifri), at least not now with his opening words (Bartenura). 

Now, certainly the need to admonish the Jewish People was real. (Otherwise, Moshe 

would not have done so, and it would not be recorded forever in the Torah). Moreover, 

these sins were not secrets. They were well known by the entirety of the Jewish People! 

Yet, Moshe bends over backwards, displaying incredible sensitivity, to avoid making his  

 

 

 

 

The kiddush this week is unsponsored. If you want to sponsor this week’s kiddush, 

please call the office, and we will announce it in next week’s Shmooze News. 
 

 

 

 
Shabbos  

Candle Lighting      7:46PM 
 

 : 

Mincha         7:00PM 

Early Minyan        8:00AM 

Rabbi’s Shiur        8:20AM 

Shacharis        9:00AM 

Mincha        5:45PM 

No Seudah Shlishit at the Shul  

Fast starts        8:03PM  

Shabbat ends        8:48PM  

Please see Tisha B’Av schedule page 2  

Weekday  

Shacharis  

Sunday         9:00AM  

Mon - Fri 7:00/8:00AM  

   

Mincha   

Sunday        7:40PM  

Mon-Thu        7:50PM  
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words more hurtful than they had to be; all due to his concern for the honor of his fellow! Such is the sensitivity necessary when dealing 

with the honor and feelings of another. 

Indeed, this very issue played a central role in the famous “Bar Kamtza” story that was the precursor leading up to the destruction of the 

second Beis HaMikdash (Temple). The Gemara records this story at length (see Gittin55b to 57a). In short, Bar Kamtza was mistakenly 

invited to his enemy’s feast. When the host noticed his enemy, Bar Kamtza, in the crowd he unceremoniously threw him out. Bar Kamtza 

was humiliated by this afront and was angry at the Jewish leadership that were present at the party who did not object. He decided to craft 

a plot by which to convince the Roman Caesar that the Jews were rebelling against his authority. The Caesar fell for the ruse, and in the end 

destroyed the Temple. While this story is well known, what is less known is perhaps the most crucial part of the story; namely, the lesson 

our Sages say we are to derive from it: “R’ Elazar said, ‘come and see how great is the power of shame. For the Holy One, Blessed is He, 

assisted Bar Kamtza (in his plot to avenge his own honor), and He destroyed His Temple and burned His Sanctuary.’” (Gittin 57a). If the 

Gemara did not say this, it would be impossible to say. But our Sages here are telling us that Hashem is concerned for the honor of even 

someone like Bar Kamtza; a traitor to his own people! That is the power of a person’s dignity, says R’ Chaim Shmulevitz, for every person 

truly is a marvelous being (Sichos Mussar 89). As the verse says, “What is frail man that You should remember him, and the son of mortal 

man that You should be mindful of him? Yet, You have made him but slightly less than the angels, and crowned him with soul and splendor!” 

(Tehillim 8:5-6). 

Tisha B’av is a time of year where we mourn over the fiery destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, and the concomitant lack of the  manifest 

presence of the Divine in our world. It is no coincidence that the spark that began that fire was the pain of a fellow Jew whose honor was 

trampled. He is perhaps but an example of the rampant breakdown in interpersonal relationships among Jews that marked the waning years 

of the Second Temple. This is a time of year where we are reminded how important those interpersonal relationships are; for if that 

breakdown destroyed the Beis HaMikdash (see Yoma 9b), then repairing those fissures are what will make the world right again. How do 

we get there? It all starts with an appreciation of the incredible significance of the person sitting right next to you, or across the room, or in 

the shul down the block or across the world. Moshe was worried about our honor because we are intrinsically worthy of honor. When we 

too appreciate the miracle that is our fellow Jew, we have developed a true and correct perspective; a perspective that will turn Tisha B’av 

from the fast day we now know it to be, into a day of celebration, please Gd, with the coming of Mashiach, speedily in our days. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos / Shabbat Shalom and a meaningful and easy fast this Tisha B’av. 

Rabbi Moskovitz 

 

 

 

 

TISHA B’AV SCHEDULE: 

Shabbat, August 6: 
8:00AM - Early Shacharis 

8:20AM - Sefer HaChinuch Shiur 

9:00AM - Regular Shacharis 

5:45PM - Mincha [Note earlier time. After Mincha we go home to eat.] 

8:03PM - Fast Begins [although Shabbat is not yet over] 

8:48PM - Shabbat Ends. [Recite “Baruch HaHamavdil Bein Kodesh L’chol,” change into weekday     

                  clothes and Tisha B’av shoes] 

9:10PM - Maariv and Eichah 

 

Sunday, August 7: 
    9:00AM - Shacharit with Selected Kinnot with Introductory Remarks 

11:00AM - Shiur: “Where’s the Love” (R’ Jacob Kon) 

11:30AM - Shiur: “Doing Chessed” (Steve Eisenberg) 

11:45AM - Women’s Unity Community Tisha B’av Program (social hall) 

  6:30PM - DOCUMENTARY: "Pikuach Nefesh; The Dramatic Story of the Kindertransport and two of    

          Klal Yisrael's Great Heroes, Rav Michoel Ber Weissmandl and Rav Shlom Schonfeld" 

  7:40PM - Mincha with Tallit and Tefillin  

  8:05PM - Shiur: “Laws of Mourning” (Rabbi Moskovitz) 

  8:30PM - Maariv and Havdalah 

  8:39PM - Fast Ends 
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Schedule 

• The Daf Yomi shiur begins after the first minyan, Monday-Friday.  

• Rabbi will be giving a brief Sefer ha'Chinuch shiur (on a mitzvah related to the parashah) at 8:20AM on 

Shabbos morning. 

 

Congregational Family and Shul News  

• Mazal Tov to Miriam Lisbon on the birth of a great grandson. 

• Pessia Frankel would like to thank everyone for their sympathy, kindness, and support after the passing of 

her beloved brother. 

• With profound sadness, we announce the passing of our esteemed member, Sharon Opert. 

• With profound sadness, we announce the passing of Leah bat Gavriel (Lillian Koppel) z"l, beloved mother 

of our esteemed member Jeffrey Koppel. 

 

Refuah Sheleimah 

• We wish refuah sheleimah to Ginette Dekelbaum (Dina bat Margalit), Allan Krieger (Aron Yitzchok ben 

Miriam Toba), Allen Packer (Alexander ben Esther Rayzl). 

 

Youth Program 
• We are excited to share that we have hired a new couple to lead our Youth Department. Please join us in 

welcoming Mielcah & Josh Munk. Both Mielcah & Josh have strong backgrounds in education - both 

formal and informal. They have prior youth director experience and the necessary skills to make our Youth 

Program one of the premier groups in all of South Florida.  

Many of you may remember the Munk’s, they lived in our community for a short while and we are thrilled 

that they are returning!  

Please expect many exciting events for young children, teens, and families in the near future. Please join us 

in welcoming the Munk’s and their three children to our community! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Refuah Fund provides meals for families that are experiencing an illness or sitting Shiva. Please donate 

directly to the Young Israel indicating on your check, or alternative payment, that it is specifically for the 

Refuah Fund. Special thanks to Susan Gluck and Susan Packer for establishing and continuing this very 

important mitzvah. Thanks for everyone who already contributed to the Refuah fund! 

 

THE REFUAH FUND IS CURRENTLY LOW ON FUNDS, PLEASE MAKE A CONTRIBUTION. 



 

 

 

   Eruv Bal Harbour: While the Eruv in Surfside includes both walking paths, in Bal Harbour the Eruv only 

includes the inner (western) walking path. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included. We would like to emphasize 

that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure that the Eruv is operational prior to 

carrying on Shabbos. The number is 305-866-ERUV (3788). The Eruv message is recorded approximately two 

hours prior to Candle Lighting. Miami Beach Eruv web page: www.miamibeacheruv.com 
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Please submit all insertions for the Shmooze News to  

yakira@yicbh.org by noon on Thursday. 

Yahrzeits August 6 – August 12, 2022 

9 AV Nicole Gleitman for her brother Simon Corcos on Shabbos Aug 6  
9 AV Samuel Newborn for his father Abe Newborn, Avraham ben Shlomo Reuven on Shabbos Aug 6  
9 AV Miriam Lisbon for her father-in-law Yitzchak Lisbon on Shabbos Aug 6  
9 AV Steven Rothschild for his mother Edith Rothschild, Ester bat Yaakov Hakohen on Shabbos Aug 6  

10 AV Daniel Feuer for his father William Feuer on Sun Aug 7  
10 AV Kive Strickoff for his father Reb Moshe Nosson ben Reb Yosef on Sun Aug 7  
10 AV Nusie Rosenberg for his father Shlomo Shalom ben Yaakov Mordechai on Sun Aug 7  
10 AV Gloria Sterental for her first husband Paul Sterental on Sun Aug 7  
12 AV Jacob Schorr for his father Moshe Schorr on Tue Aug 9  
12 AV Larry Horn for his father Morris Horn, Moshe Chaim ben Shalom Leib on Tue Aug 9  
13 AV Henry Stern for his mother Mina Stern, Minka bas Nesanel Yehuda on Wed Aug 10  
13 AV Doris Eis for her mother Lola Pinscewski, Leah Rivkah on Wed Aug 10  
14 AV Susan Gluck for her brother David Brecher, Dovid ben Yechiel Michael HaKohen on Thu Aug 11  
14 AV Alan Marcus for his father Moshe ben Avraham on Thu Aug 11  
15 AV Steve Brenner for his father Shmuel Zvi Brenner on Fri Aug 12  
15 AV Mitchell Kirschner for his mother Sarah on Fri Aug 12  

   

                                        ZICHRONAM   LIVRACHAH Rochelle Senker for her father, Albert Barouh, on Thursday, Oct. 21 

Please report any errors or omissions to Steve Schwartz at stevenbarryschwartz@gmail.com 

 

 

Yahrzeit Plaques Available 

If you are interested in purchasing a permanent satin brass Yahrzeit Plaque for a dearly departed loved one on our 

beautiful, automated Yahrzeit memorial displays in our main sanctuary, please contact David Herman or the Young 

Israel office. To order a plaque online, please use the website www.yiplaques.com 

REMINDER 

Hatzalah in our neighborhood has ambulances paramedics and EMT’S all here to help us. 

(305) 919-4900 

If there is a medical emergency, pickup any of the radios and let security know. 

Additionally, there is a red phone in the lobby that calls Hatzalah directly. 

http://www.miamibeacheruv.com/
mailto:yakira@yicbh.org

