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(1) WA Instructions 07 doctvines. 'The
historically revealed ideas concerning  God,
the world, the mission of bumanity and of
Isrgel, mot as were dodtrines of feith o1
seience, but as principles to be acknowledged
by mind and heart, and reslized in life. (2)
obE. Jredgments. Statements of justice
towards creatures similar and equal to your
self, by reason of this resemblance and equal-
ity, that is, of justice towards human beings.
(3) B'pPn. Arbitrary statutes.
of justice towards subordinate creatures by
reason of the obedience due to God ; that
is, justice towards the earth, - plants, and
animals, OT, if they have become assimilated
with your personality, towards your own
body and soul. (4) MHXD. Commandments.
Precepts of love towards all beings with-
out distinétion, purely se of the bid-

— 3 . -
ding of Geod and in consideration f _our
duty ss _men and Israelites. () M.

Symbolic observances. Monuments or testi-
monies to truths essential to the concept of
the mission of man and of Tsrael, These tes:
timonies are symbolic words or aftions which
bear a lesson for the individual Jew, colledtive
Issael. or mankind in general.  (6) Ay,

G

Our century wans to think, and that is the greatest merit. Whatever can be rationally
explained and is capable of being presented as idea and concept and can stand the test of
cational thinking, has nothing to fear, But one can only analyze, test and meditate upon
things with which one is acquainted. Among Jews, however, nothing is less well known
m as it appears to me t0 intellectual analysis;
es]But just because of that I must not and will
not be silent. If 1 knew of even one person more capable than myself of pleading the true
cause of Israel, my incapable and inexperienced pen would have rested for a long time
ation in which Judaism has become an inherited
mummy; a generation which shows veneration for Judaism, it is true, but a veneration
therefore, see only tombstone inscriptions in
alidity of the only thing that makes life worth
living. On the other hand, I see a younger generation aglow with noble enthusiasm for
Judaism—or rather for Jews. These young men do not know about authentic Judaism,

than Judaism itself. I dare to submit Judais!
1 shall perhaps be blamed for it from all sid
yet. Es it is, however, I see an older gener

without spirit; some of that generation,
Judaism and thus despair of the eternal v
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Service or worship. Exaltation and sanctifica-
tion of the immer POWers by word-or-deed
symbols to the end that our conception of
our task be rendered clearer, and we be better
fitted to fulfill our mission on earth.

As basal principles to these grand divisions
of religion we have three concepts, justice,
love, and education. '
beM of God, for all possessions
as arTapgements willed by God, of all govern-
ments and systems as ordained by God and
fulfillment of all duties towards them iocum-
bent upon us. .

(2) Love, that is, kindly acceptance of all
beings as children of God, as brethren; pro-
motion of their welfare, and the endeavor to
bring them to the goal set for them by God,
without motive or benefit, but simply to fulfill
the Divine will and command.

(3) Education, that s, the training of one-
self and others to such work by taking to
beart these truths as life-principles, by hold-
ing them fast and preserving them for ome-

and what they believe they know of it they consider as empty forms without meaning,
One must admit, however, that this ignorance is not entirely their fault; and thus the
young generation is in danger of undermining Judaism while striving for Jews. I see no
one in our day capable of disclosing to the young generation the meaning behind what
they wrongly consider as empty forms, of reviving the mummy and taking our young
generation 1o a vantage point from which they can behold the shining light of Judaism.
And in such conditions should we condone a dreamy, inactive silence? No; itis a duty to

speak out if one is only to hint at a route

which others might valiantly follow. 1 must

speak simply because no one else does so; this is the only justification for my coming

forward. God will help me.
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began to grow lighter, and the spirit felt itself
freer, then arose a brilliant, respedt-inspiring
personality, Mendelssohn, which by its com-
manding influence has led the later develop-
ment up to this day. This commanding indi-

vidual, who had not drawn his mental develop-

ment from Judaism, who was great chiefly in

philosophical disciplines, in metaphysics, and
aes:thetics:,_who treated the Bible only philo-
logically and wsthetically, and did not build

‘up Judaism as a science from itself, but merely

defended it against political stupidity and

pietistic Christian audacity, and who was per-

sonally an observant Jew, accomplished this
much, that he showed the world and his Lreth-
ren that it was possible to be a strictly religious

Jew and yet to shine distinguished as the
German Plato.’

This *‘and yet’’ was decisive. His follow-
ers contented themselves with developing Bible
study in the philologic-aesthetic sense, with
studying the Moreh, and with pursuing and
spreading bumanistic letters ; but Judaism,
Bible and Talmud as Jewish science, were ne-
gletted. Even the most zealous study of the
Bible was of no avail for the comprehension

e

of Judaism, because it was not treated as the

authoritative source of doctrine and i c-
tion, but only as beautiful poetic storehouse
from which to draw rich supplies for the fancy

and the imagination.

—

destroy all Judaism. If that view of life be
tfue, which places the highest mission of man
n the recognition of truth; and who could
venture to doubt it, seeing that Maimonides
has declared so; above all, if those views con-
cerning the requirements of the Torah be true;
and who could dare to think otherwise, since

Maimonides, the great authority on Talmud,

and himself an observant Jew, had propounded
them; then, indeed, the many-foliod Talmud

the son of Amram? "’

1S notning DUT 2 Wearisome INdss Ol Hdll->plit
ting subtleties, useful only for the accumula-
tion of dust and moths; then, indeed, is prac-
tical Judaism nothing but unreasoning weari-
ness of the flesh: who could resist this conclu-
sion ?

If, for instance, the sole purpose of the
prohibition of labor on the Sabbath was to
enable men to rest and recover from the toils
of the week, if the Sabbath means only the
cessation of corporeal adtivity in order that
the mind may be acive; and who could doubt
it, since both Moses interpret it thus, and the
Christian Sunday agrees with their conception,
who must not consider it mere pettiness and
pedantic absurdity to fill an entire folio with
the investigation of the question, what partic-
alar actions are forbidden, and what permitted
on the Sabbath day? How singular, to de-
clare the writing of two letters, perhaps an
intelleual occupation, a deadly sin, while
judging leniently many acts involving great

phyéical exertion, and freeing from penalty all

purposeless destruction! Why, iteven forbids

the hen to lay eggs!
., people should have asked them-

selves, * Is Moses the son of Maimon, or Moses
the son of Mendel, really identical with Yoses

Is there not contained

The Talmud thus ne-
gle@ted, practical Judaism thus completely un-
comprehended, it was but natural that the lor-
mer symbolizing and abstract interpretation of
Judaism, which had for a time been inter-
rupted, again became prevalent, and was
carried to an extreme which threatened to

in this dissonance between the theory of the
Mitzvah and its reality a proof that the
explanation is not right, that it is not based
upon the complete conception of the Mitzvah,
but js—dreamed into it from without?

Does not the Moreh itself say that in form-
ing the concept of the Mitzvoth it uses the
written Law only as the basis, a standpoint
which Maimonides himself would have de-
clared incorreét for the practical fulfillment,
and which cannot, therefore, be considered

aught else than irrational ?
Does he not himself say that in considering

“<ignificance of the Mitzvoth be bas ove
the significance of the Mitzvoth he has over-
ked those details which, in their to ity,

loo
give the complete ideamnd
which form the main subjects of discussion in
the Oral Law? (Moreh Nebuchim, Chapters
XXVI and XLI.) There must be sense in all
the commandments, in particular as .regards

those which anpounce themselves as instrué-
ive, which call themselves Testimony, Memo-
rial, Symbol. It must be possible to find the
indwelling spirit of these; how would it be to
try to do so, to make once the experiment?
MLI- ~ebamnt hac hitherta never been made.

—
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{ information and guidance. Every religion,
. believe, should bring man nearer to his ulti-
mate end. This end, what else can it be than
{he attainment of pappiness and perfedtion?

But if we take these principles as a criterion

1
1.

for Judaism, what u!t_erly depressing results "
do we not-obtain? To what happiness does !

Judeism conduét its professors? From time

immemorial misery and slavery have been their

Jot; misunderstood o despised by the other

nations and kind

mounted to the summit of culture rosperity,

My&

which makes humsan beings |

‘poor in everything Wb B EEE
great_and noble, and which ‘beaut:ﬁgs and ¢

di;giﬁes existence.

The Law itsell interdid@s all enjoyments, is

2 hindrance to all the pleasures of life. For
two thousand years we are as the plaything of
fate, as a ball tossed from hand to hand, even
in the preseat time driven from all the paths
of happiness. And as for the perfedting of
human acquirements, what culture, what con-
quests in the domain of science, art, or in-
vention, in a word, what great achievements
have IMWT‘—_‘” pared with Bgypuans,
‘Pheenicians, Grecks, Romans, Ttalians, French,
Euglish, or Germans?

e
Robbed of all the characteristics of nation-
ality, we are, pevertheless, deemed a nation,
and every one of usis by his very birth doomed |
to form an additional link in this never-ending
chain of misery. The Law is chiefly am_\jlt

{63l this: By enjoining isolation in life, and :

thereby arousing suspicion and hostility; by

breaking the spirit through the inculcation of

umble submissiveness, thereby inviting con-
tempt ; by discouragiog the pursuit of the
formative arts; by dogmas which bar the way
of free speculation, and by removing, through
the separation in life, every jncentive to exer-
tion in.science and art, which, therefore, do
not flourish among us. - =

As for our own lore, it perverts the mind
and leads it astray into subtleties and the
minulie of petty distin@ions, until it becomes
incapable of entertaining simple and natural
opinions, so that 1 have always wondered not
standing for the beauties of Virgil, Tasso, and
Shakespeare, and who are able to penetrate
iuto the consistent structures of Leibnitz or
Kant, can find pl in the rude and taste-
Jess writings of the 0ld Testament, or .in the
M_;li_sﬂltaﬁons of the Talmud?

And what effe@ has it, the Law, upon heart
and life? ‘The broad principles of universal
morality are narrowed into anxious scrupu-
losity about insignibeant trifles ; nothing is
taught except to fear God, everything, even
the pettiest details of life, is referred diretly

time-
]udaism?

Should one ot 1
sstently S87TY out

ciples, by Wi

1o God; life itself becomes & continuous mon-
astic service, nothing bul prayers and cere-
monies; he the Mmﬂ o
lives most secluded, and knows least of t‘i:u:

world, though he permits it {0 support bim, but

tes his life in fasting and praying, and the

perusal of senseless writings, Look yourself
at the book which is put into our hands as the
eopath of Life," ' and which contains the
whole duty of the Jew, what else does it teach
except praying and fasting and the keeping
of holidays? Where is there one word of the
ative, busy life around us? And this, too,
just in our time? Why, it is quite impossible
to kecp these laws intended for_sn entirely
different time. What limitation in travelling,

what embarrassment in association with Gen-

tiles, what difficulties in every business 1
Please, please do not point, for an answer,
{0 the reformistic tendencies of the age, how
little by little everything is being cut away
which does not harmonize with the conception
of the destiny of man or the needs of the

1s not this in itsell @ step outside of

ather, if one is a Jew, con-

these notions, instead of

i eself t0 such contradictory prin-

h nothing can be attained

i fortuitous patc‘hwork ?

except capricious J—

z for this very reform,
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and our only salvation. Compare with this |
_ view the tendencies of contemporary Reform.
¢ BMM‘;;;; =il
. feel the shortcomings which exist, al hat
which is good, as they conceive it; all desire
sincerely theweifare of Terae and f they Zare
failed t ize the Mg@_
their comprehension of the truth, not they are i
 chil to blame; the entire past bears the res-
ponsibility together with them. You should,
herefore, Mintentions. but you

may well mourn and weep when you examine
Is that the Reform we need, to take a stand-
human life, and the ebjec of liberty, and
Wﬂmmmmd
notion, to_cut, curtail, and_obliterate the
tenets and ordinances of Judaism? Is that
the Reform we desire, to remain within Ju-
doism, \mcnmprehended Judaism, and to con-
fine one's effort to modifying the external
form of an uncomprehend d part of Judai
l the service, in accordance with the demands of
an age, abounding in hollow sentimentality,
but sadly deficient in sound reflection and
thought, substituting for things misunder-
stood and abolished other things cqually un-
comprehended; nothing insli?u_ted or originated
to emphasize or perpetuate any true inper

sentiment of our faith ?

spiritual W. You
See, insted aKing one's tand within Juda-
jsm, and asking, ““Inasmuch as Judaism m8
these demands of me, what opinion of the
71" instead of compre-
. . B . | P

hending each demand in its totality according to
Bible and Talmud, and then asking, "Wﬂis
{he-reason and idea of this injun&ion? " peo-

r standpoints outside of Judaism,

ple set up thei
ey con-

and sought to draw it over to them; th
t the Mitz-

ing themselves

poseof man must it have

ceived a priori opinions as 10
voth_might be, without disturb
as to the real appearance O

its parts. What was the consequence?
the natural

who believed them-
owledge which
ed to incul-

these opinions had brought about
phenomenon that men
selves the possessors of the kn
the commandments Were design

cate, thought themselves absolved both from
the fulfillment of the commandment,

f the Mitzvoth in all

opnly as a ﬂide, and

science

from the study of 1he
of the commandments, which trad-tost

for them all intelletual significance ; other

O,

means to such acion. The age gave birth to

2 man,' & mind, who, the produﬁ of uncom-
prebended Judaism and Arabic science, Wwas
obliged to ile the strife which raged in

by proclaiming it to the world, me
guide of all in whom the same confliét existed.
This gfeat man, to whom, and to whom
alone, we owe the preservation of pradtical
Judaists 16 GGT TEE, & responsible, because e
sought to reconcile Judaism with the difficul-

EE develoging it ereatively from within, for all

1 Malmouides.

the good and the evil which bless and affli®
the heritage of the father. His peculiar men-
tal tendency was Arabic-Greek, and his con-
ception of the purpose of lifé the same. He

entered into Judaism from without, bringing
—

with him ep of whose truth he had con-
vinced himself from extraneous sources and—

ic_reconciled. For Him, 160, self-peried
Le_reconciled. For him,. too, self-perfecting

fhrough the knowledge of truth was the high-
est aim, the pradtical he deemed subordinate.
For him knowledge of God was the end, not
the means; hence he devoted his intelleclual
powers: 1o speculations upon the essence of
Deity, and sought to bind Judaism to the
results of his speculative investigations as to
postulates of science or faith. The Mizvoth
became for him merely ladders, necessary only
to condudt to knowledge or to protect against
error, this latter often only the temporary and
limited error of polytheism. Mishpatim be-
came only rules of prudence,m
well; Chukkim rules of health, teaching right
_' ling, defendi ungnlnﬁlthelﬁﬁﬁ!‘&?;!Tﬂ'ﬁis
Me: Edoth ordinances, designed to

promote philosophical or other concepts; all
this having no foundation in the eternal essence
of things, not resulting from their eternal
demand on me, or from my eternal purpose
and task, no eternal symbolizing of an un-
changeable idea, and not inclusive enough to
form a basis for the totality of thé command-

ments.

He, the great systematic orderer of the prac-

tical results of the Talmud, gives expression
in the last part of his philosophic work to
a‘piuinm"s :_soncerning the meaning and purpose
of the commandments which, taking the very
practical its codified by himself as the con-
tents of the commandments, are utterly unten-
abgéﬂmmﬁ . and cannot
go hand in hand with them in pradtice, in life,
and in science. These are the views which
have been inberited up to the present day by
those who care at all to understand the spirit
of the Mitzvoth. But since the precepts, Bs
pradtically fulilled, stand eutirely out of con-
< ﬂMMI-
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together. On the very eve of the exile, a
branch left the parent tree, which was o 1
to surrender largely the charadleristics of the
parent stem, in order to bring to the world,
which had relapsed into polytheism, violence,
immorality, and inhumanity, the tidingsof the
existence of the All-One and of the brother-
hood of man and his superiority to the beast,
and to proclaim the deliverance of mankind
from the bondage of wealth-and-lust wor-s'iii}J.
Assisted greatly by this offshoot in rendering
intelligible to the wor € objedts and pur
poses ol Tstael's —eledtion, the Hationwas
scattered into the four quarters of the earth,
g unto all peoples and all zones, in order that in

the dispersion it might better fulfill its mission,

W NEY P @

Our sages never refrained from revealing weaknesses and errors, large or
small, In the actions of our great Patriarchs and Matriarchs, and in so doing
they emphasized the lessons which are to be learned from them. Here, too,
one comment—in Midrash Breishit Rabba—demonstrates that the
profound difference between Avraham'’s two grandsons was based not only
on differences in personality but also on their defective education. When
the boys were little no one paid attention to their hidden Inclinations. They
supplied both of them with one Torah, with one form of education and they
forgot the great educational principle of “15YT '® Y Wiy n—Educate
(each) child according to his way.” One should be educated in a manner
which corresponds to. . . the characteristics and inclinations which are
dormant in the depths of a child’s soul so that the child can be supplied
with an education which is simultaneously pure, humanistic and Jewish. All
Jews have the same religious goal but the ways to reach that goal are many
and varlegated just as different people’s personalities differ from ane
another. . . . We should educate each child toward the same goal but in
that child’s unique way which corresponds to the future to which his
personal inclinations will lead him. Sitting Yaakov and Esav on the same
school bench and utilizing the same methodology and approach for both
will inevitably ruin one of them. Yaakov will draw eagerly from the fount of
wisdom, and Esav will just wait for the day when he can t.‘hrow away both
his “old school books “ and the way of life of which he was only shown one
side which he abhors. If Yitzchak and Rivka had only tried to really
understand their son Esav, if they had started out by asking themselves
how all of Esav’s strengths and talents could be marshalled for the purpose
of serving God, his heraism might not have been expressed as T'¥ "12'A-the
mighty hunter—but instead as 'n 9% 1122--a hero in the presence of God.
.+ . But, alas, that is not what transpired. When the boys grew up and
became men everyone was suddenly surprised to find that these two
individuals who developed in the same womb, grew up together and were
educated together turned out to be so different not only in their natures
but also in their actions and lifestyles.

EGS‘U& [ oV ﬁo‘“‘ ‘OON W ﬂ\l\f‘(\"\gm
Smoned Vi n fw le—.r;\,u/\/} ?& gf

The Torah never presents our great men as being per-
fect, it deifies no man, says of none, “here you have .
the ideal, in this man the Divine became human.”. . .
The Torsh is no “collection of the examples of saints.”
Tt relates what occurred, not because it was exemplary
but because it did occur. The Torah never hides from
us the faults, errors and weaknesses of our great men.
-+ . It may never be our task to whitewash the spiritual
and moral heroes of our past, to appear as apologists
for them. They do not require our apologies, nor do
such attempts become them. Truth is the seal of our

-
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erciful father of mankind has, in our days, stirred up the spirit of righteousness and
:::n::niiﬁn the world, a spirit that has opened the gates of the ghettos and intm?uced
the sons of authentic Judaism into the sphere of European civilization as equal cit zcusi
Could the Jew, under these canditions, find a loftier task than to presenre:i; al_wun:
heritage beneath the light of justice and religious freedom, even as he di - uring t ;
centuries of darkness and under the oppression he suffered in a world of error an

Can the Jew not absorb cwsthng in EuroEFan culture that is nobleand good,
:ﬂd“]&:rt;:‘il true, everything that accords with the teachings his own ancestral fait[t;';‘ E:‘or
is not European culture itself, in all its finer and nobler gipu.:ls, a daughter of that Divine
heritage which the Jew himself has introduced among’ ind? Now that his energies
have been liberated and he hasbeen given freedom of movement, can he not utilize 12;:;
opportunities to activate all the lofty, sacred, godly, true, noble and good qualities :
own historical, eternal Judaism with even more zeal and devotion? Can he not bring
these qualities out into the light of the larger world, so that the Ic::;a;ri;u:;:r::t

compete with all their nelghbors of European humanity in workin,

happiness and salvation of all mankind?"'®

)

It w'ould be most perverse and criminal of us to seek to instill in our children a contempt, based
on ignorance and untruth, for everything that is not specifically Jewish, for all other hum:an arts
and sciences, in the belief that by inculcating our children with such a negative attitude we
could safeguard them from contacts with the scholarly and scientific endeavors of the rest of
mankind...You will then see that your simple-minded calculations were just as criminal as they
were perverse. Criminal, because they enlisted the help of untruth supposedly in order to
protect the truth, and because you have thus departed from the path upon which your own
Sages have preceded you and beckoned you to follow them. Perverse, because by so doing

you have achieved precisely the opposite of what you wanted to accomplish...Ygur child will
consequently begin to doubt all of Judaism which (so, at least, it must seem to him from your
behavior) can exist only in the night and darkness of ignorance and which must close its eyes
and the minds of its adherents to the light of all knowledge if it is not to perish {Collected

Writings 7: 415-6).
a

Israel has always welcomed the Hellenic spirit as a precursor and helpm

n to enlighten and civilize mankind and likewise has wedded itse
p. 204)

eet of its own

missiol If to the truth
and humanity produced by that spirit. (Judaism Eternal, vol. 2,

But the more firmly he takes his stand on the rock of his Judaism, the more fully he is
penetrated with consciousness of his own Judaism, the more reqdy will he be to accept
and gratefully appropriate whatever is true and good in other sources according to
Jewish standards; in whatever mind it originated, from whose-ever mouth it issued.

(Judaism Etemnal, vol. 2, p. 223)

For this we require schools, Jewish schools, in which equal attention shall be paid to
the old sacred inheritance of the community of Jacob, Biblical and Rabbinic knowledge,
and to all that is true, noble and good in European culture. (Judaism Eternal, vol. 1, p.

156)

the educational institution of the |sraelite Religiongeselischaft feels

For these reasons,
subjects of

that it ought to pay no less attention and devote no less care to
it regards this care and attention

6 fulfilment of which can be

convinced
general education than to the specifically Jewish; nay,

as being from the Jewish standpoint also a sacred duty th
of no small benefit to religion itself. (Judaism Eternal, vol. 1, p. 219)
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Neither should you lend your ears to those who alignate themselves from life and
. . science, believing that Judalsm must fear them as its worst enemies. They are mistaken in
take the chisel, the brush, or the pencil in his believing that Judaism and all that is holy to it can only be saved by shutting off the
hand to form au art-work adapted only to stir sanctuary of Istae] within lts four walls and by locking the door against any gust of the
fresh wind of life, or any beam of the light of science. Listen only to the voice of our

up impure imaginations and to rouse the |
animal jn man; for, if such produétions of art ¥ Sages{who said): Ift‘hm is no Torah there is no derekh erez, and ifthere is no derekh erez;
there is no Torah."!

be deemed useful and proper, tben are morality
and virtue mere empty words and not, as we |

conceive them to be, in reality the standard g $ i

Qv g, Huemy ne

and the measure of our actions. ( i OL( SRl S b ‘
[ Vouspeak of dogmas, dogmmas of faith! In

apswer thereto, I would briefly say that Juda-

: 10l . : : it to raise up
ism enjoins six hundred and thirteen duties, May we mer

but knows no dogmas. The sublime truths werf {nstructed by the founding fathers of our nation,
which lie at its basis, it reveals as axioms,
clearly intelligible to all who haveears to hear
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ogether our sons and daughters to Torah and :imkb ez, BSW: €
the true Sages

before heaven and earth that if our religion indeed required us to

i i i hereby declare

o -and "T th-ls hed :::ouf:c !:hat which men call civilization and culture, we would be ready to do 50

°Ewm and without hesitation, precisely because we truly regard our religion as refigion, because it

profoundest research yato (he essence and rela- s to us the Word of God in which all other considerations must defer. . . .

tions of all things to each other; it rouses us But is this really necessary? Judaism was never alien to genuine civilization and

0 the end o understand the world, man, culture, In almost every e, its followers stood at the very heights df the culture of their

human history, “and God's plan operating day; indeed, they often outstripped their contemporaries in this respect. 1f, n recent
in, T i centuries, the German Jews remained more or less alien to European culture, the fault lay

therein. In this effort personal study and not in their religion but in the coercion, the tyranny from the outside that forcibly

thought, upiversal human experience and the

Torah are to be alike utilized, for the latter is

= ) The Religionsgesellschaft has set a shining example, evoking widespread enthusiasm and
emulation, showing that.our timeless Judaism is capable of rebirth and of proving itself

np3 in the midst of all modern trends. It has become visible testimony to the fact that this
timeless Judaism, with its Law and its scholasship, does not belong toa past that

M’- True speculation does not , ancient,

consist, as many would-be thinkers suppose, p e hasalready been buried or that is ripe for burial but is a most vital part of_the presentand

in closing the eye and the ear to the world the future. It attests most cogently to the truth of the saving and healing principle of

rorﬁm"_—_ﬂ AWK ) Tongh and derekh ere, which the Religionsgesellschaft wrote upon its banner at the time of
in construéting out of our its establishment and with which it has entered the arena of the present day. It istrue that

—_—
own inner Ego a world to suit ourselves; true you, dear Rabbi, are not altogether in favor of this principle, but Torah and derckh erez is
the one true principle conducive to “truth and peace,” to healing

speculation takes nature, man, and history as

fadts, as the true basis of knowledge, and from all ills and all religious =onfasion, The principle of Torah and Dadbzrqm"ﬁﬁltf:l

seeks in them instrudti : : this function because it Is not part of troubled, time-bound notions; it represents the

thmﬁﬂw 01!!.__1:0 ancient, traditional wisdom of our sages that has stood the test everywhere and at all
: e Torah, as genuine a times. These sages and they alone, have always been, and still are, our true sages.

reality as heaven or eartb, But it regards ne

speculation which does not lead to active, pro-

dudtive life as its ultimate goal; it points out

the limits of our understanding and wams us R € 10! "
_-__"‘—‘—"—‘"_‘“"‘—--1,- 0 16 Ve G C 20X L

against baseless reasoning, transcending the X \ PL oo e (‘J\ \(Q\. "’

“‘M'E‘ our intelletual capacity, Fovund b R Jrivwk  Cekon e 3

however_brilliantly put together and glitter-
fngiy logical it may appear 10 be, for all such R ‘4? h chele - QR WA gﬂ—e S
intelle¢tual pyrotechnics are, after all, but

il ; :
B e This institution trains brilliant young men to become great scholars, while at the same
hem a knowledge of the language of the country as well as of other -

scientious scruples of a semsual nature, time imparting to ¢
obliviousalike to the limitations and the ideals subjects important for their general education. “This institution seems to:be a true
of humanity. To be sure, the Jewish spirit,
in its most recent form, was chiefly devoted to ‘_-_._-_-—___ -
_ man
abstract and abstruse speculation; a vivid con~ ion for the religion which has been on the retreat in that Fma;:l:czl:e?:ing.:f
e atier of fact, this is the ficst case, and the only on¢ ,:: tudy of the local
s e abbis and Torh & of distnction procaimiog the S0C b g rer
leading e study of the gener: S fences 4 permiTied and even Geut -
|anguage and the Sy S TR generel 5 r CONWM 18 i

g he principie on which ou e
t::::'-ssq;u:c:ago‘m (;i,rﬂ'i:rafu quarters and espaci_ ln‘aliy ‘:hi‘cl;f \5:[: ;f‘;:r ooiy e
ndeed, this s the principie n
Em:ﬂ: if:f;&::i: religious aberrations of our t!me.l and here we see it declared

:E::: ail doubt as a model example worthy of imitation.

o fubhie of  Rumiey (it

Let no one cast asperslons on the memory of the rabbis pf i
. pf yore, may they rest in 3
oron K‘hcll' living counterparts among our brethren in Eastern Euro;e. T;I-Aeir susp!i)ccl:)c:s
:ebiﬂ“:':’;;ﬁhga:r.le:lluillt}lre are to be respected. They emanate from genuine concerns

is hol ; A

corrupt practices o}’t;clsrr:::;::.s‘:::‘ccm;:;c e e L O the true sages—the slightest deviation from which has cost us dearly in the past—the
9) ¢ future of the Jewish cml.,m::l: u:::,' :::r yae inemor. Indecd, it b o srudy of Torah with derekh erez is an excellent thing, this is 10 3¢, the cultivation of general
very rabbis become the leaders of the c?i’un that ;:{::;;ts“gﬁeg' gﬁu""'!" e culture in conjunction with Torah study, while living in accordance with the Torah, is an
midst. They must inscribe on their banner with total dedication the adage ta:;hl:‘ ::: li:; excellent thing.**
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