
CONGREGATION TIFERETH BETH DAVID JERUSALEM

Rabbi Chazzan Sheini President
Yechezkel Freundlich Rev. Amiel Bender Josh Orzech

בס”ד

Shabbat Bulletin
6519 Baily Road, Côte Saint-Luc, Québec H4V 1A1 Canada    •   514-489-3841   •   www.TBDJ.org   •   director@tbdj.org
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א אדר ה’תשפ”א
Shabbat Parshat Mishpatim

Parshat Shekalim
February 12-13, 2021 / 5781

COMMUNITY NEWS
Rosh Chodesh Adar is on Friday, Feb. 12 and Shabbat, Feb. 13 / Molad is on Friday at 6:19am and Four Chalakim

Shabbat Parshat Mishpatim
Parshat Shekalim

Haftara:  Melachim Bet 12:1 - 12:17
Minyanim at TBDJ are restricted to members 

who have pre-registered.  When davening 
at home, it is preferable to do so at the same 

time as the rest of the community.

Friday, February 12
Rosh Chodesh Adar
3:30pm Daf Yomi on Zoom
4:13pm Plag Hamincha
4:50pm Minha & Kabbalat Shabbat -  
 Minyane Sépharade-Lower Hall
4:59pm	 Candle	Lighting
5:00pm Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat -  
 Main Sanctuary & Upper Hall
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv -  
 Main Sanctuary
5:17pm Sh’kiah

Shabbat, February 13 / 1 Adar 5781
Rosh Chodesh Adar
7:45am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary
8:30am Shaharit - Minyane Sépharade
8:45am Shacharit - Upper Hall
9:35am Sof Zman K’riyat Shma
9:45am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary
10:45am Shacharit - Upper Hall
11:00am Shacharit and Early Mincha -  
 Lower Hall
4:14pm Plag Hamincha
4:45pm Minha - Minyane Sépharade
4:55pm Mincha - Main Sanctuary and  
 Upper Hall
5:19pm Sh’kiah
6:04pm Havdala
6:35pm Musical Havdala and Kumzitz on  
 Facebook with Rev. Bender
7:00pm Daf Yomi on Zoom

This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Ruth Drazin and family in memory of 
her beloved mother Gitel Wolfe Fried z”l (Gitel bat HaRav Elimelech v’Faiga - 
Adar 2).

Rabbi Freundlich’s Gemara Shiur on Wednesday, February 17 is sponsored by 
Frances Smith and family in memory of her beloved husband Arnold Smith z”l 
(Avraham Leib ben Moshe v’Chaya Liba - Adar 2).

D’VAR TORAH FROM RABBI FREUNDLICH
Love Your Enemy
There are two consecutive verses in this week’s parsha that address field 
animals. The first talks of a lost or wandering ox. If one happens upon it, he 
should surely return it to its owner. The following verse describes a donkey 
crouching under the burden of its load, near collapse. Surely you shall help it 
(and its owner) by unloading the weight to ease its burden.
Both laws are beautiful examples of the sensitivity and awareness we must 
display both to our neighbour who owns the animals, and to the animals 
themselves. What is of note is the context in which the Torah teaches us this 
lesson. Listen carefully to both verses:
“If you encounter the ox of your enemy or his donkey wandering, you shall 
surely return it to him” (Shmot 23:4).
“If you see the donkey of someone you hate crouching under its burden, would 
you refrain from helping him? You shall surely help him!” (Shmot 23:5).
Did you catch it? This is not just any ole’ neighbour’s animal. This is the ox of 
your enemy, or the donkey of someone you hate. Why is that even relevant? 
Not only is the Torah teaching not to allow hatred or animosity take 
precedence over helping a suffering animal, its also providing a roadmap for 
self improvement and reconciliation. “Subdue the evil inclination by helping 
him,” the Talmud (Bava Metzia 32b) asserts. In fact, we are required to help our 
enemies even before we help our friends. Give to him. Be kind to him.
Who knows what might come from that?
Shabbat Shalom! Gut Shabbos! 

SPONSORSHIPS AND THANK YOUS

Mazal Tov to Estelle & Saul Deitcher on the birth of great granddaughter 
Matar Shira Marcus on Tuesday, February 2 in Efrat, Israel.  Proud parents are 
Talya & Amitay Marcus.  Sharing in their simcha are big brother Amit, Talya’s 
parents Rabbi Howard & Chane Deitcher and many delighted aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

Mazal Tov to Estelle & Saul Deitcher on their 70th Wedding Anniversary!  
Biz 120!

Mincha is at 5:00pm this coming week.
To view all times for sh’kiah, davening, shiurim & candle 

lighting, go to www.tbdj.org/calendar.
To view details about our all our programming,

go to www.programming.tbdj.org.



A THOUGHT FOR SHABBAT FROM REV. AMIEL BENDER
Filling Your Days With Life

In this week’s Torah portion of Mishpatim, we find verses which deal with a significant ongoing theme in the Torah that is a part of 
our lives in a very real way: reward and punishment.  Rav Aryeh Shtern of Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavne links this theme with the idea 
of hashgacha - of Hashem’s involvement with His creations and His watching over us as we are divinely guided throughout our 
lifetimes in Hashem’s world. One of these verses concludes with an interesting reward or blessing - ֶאת ִמְסַפּר ָיֶמיָך ֲאַמֵלּא: I shall fill 
the number of your days (Shmot 23:26). Rav Ovadia Sforno writes that this refers to living out your days - to living long enough to 
pass on wisdom and experience to grandchildren. It is interesting to observe that Rav Sforno wrote this within the context of the 
grandparent’s role in their grandchildren’s lives. Rav Sforno’s commentary was written some 500 years ago and it would seem that 
not much has changed in the role that grandparents have played in their grandchildren’s lives over the years!
Grandparents have a special place in the hearts of their grandchildren. In most families, the grandparent isn’t the disciplinary force, 
they don’t force their grandchildren to go to school every day, and in general – they don’t have to play the “bad guy”. They can 
simply be a source of love, appreciation and comfort. Though a relationship between a grandparent and a grandchild generally 
differs from that of the parent, it is a potentially significant part of the grandchildren’s lives and, in the long term, it allows the 
grandparents to have more of a positive Jewish influence on their lives in many ways. Rabbi Avi Weiss writes that a grandparent’s 
relationship to a child, on some level, is deeper than a parent/child relationship. A grandparent, blessed with wisdom and maturity 
of life can powerfully bestow blessings upon their grandchildren.  Our patriarch Yaakov Avinu is the first person to be recorded in 
the Torah as interacting with his grandchildren on any level at all. Not only does he interact with them, he actually gives each of 
them a blessing which is so powerful that it becomes the standardized blessing of parents to children every Friday night. Placing 
our hands on our children heads, we echo our ancestor’s blessing to his grandsons: “May G-d make you like Ephraim and Menashe” 
(Genesis 48:20). 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks z”tl wrote the following regarding Yaakov Avinu’s blessing to his grandsons: I heard however a most 
lovely explanation, based on the Zohar, from my revered predecessor Lord Jakobovits of blessed memory. He said that though 
there are many instances in Torah and Tanach in which parents bless their children, this is the only example of a grandparent 
blessing grandchildren. Between parents and children, he said, there are often tensions. Parents worry about their children. Children 
sometimes rebel against their parents. The relationship is not always smooth. Not so with grandchildren. There the relationship is 
one of love untroubled by tension or anxiety. When a grandparent blesses a grandchild he or she does so with a full heart. That is why 
this blessing by Jacob of his grandchildren became the model of blessing across the generations. Anyone who has had the privilege of 
having grandchildren will immediately understand the truth and depth of this explanation. Grandparents bless their grandchildren 
and are blessed by them. This phenomenon is the subject of a fascinating difference of opinion between the Babylonian Talmud and 
the Talmud Yerushalmi. The Babylonian Talmud says the following: “Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said, ‘Whoever teaches his grandson 
Torah is regarded as if he had received the Torah from Mount Sinai as it is said:  Teach your children and children’s children.  And 
then it says:  The day you stood before G-d your Lord at Horeb’” (Deut. 4: 10-11; Kiddushin 30a). The Talmud Yerushalmi puts it 
differently: Rabbi Joshua ben Levi used to listen, every Friday, to his grandson reciting the weekly parasha. One week he forgot this, 
and entered the bathhouse. After he had begun bathing, he remembered that he had not yet heard the weekly parashah from his 
grandson, and he left the bathhouse. They asked him why he was leaving in the middle of his bathing, since the Mishnah teaches 
that once you have begun bathing on a Friday afternoon you do not have to interrupt. He replied, “Is this such a small thing in your 
eyes? For whoever hears the parashah from his grandchild is as if he heard it directly from Mount Sinai…” (Yerushalmi Shabbat 
1:2) According to the Bavli, the greatest privilege is to teach your grandchildren Torah. According to the Yerushalmi, the greatest 
privilege is to have your grandchildren teach Torah to you. This is one argument about which no grandparent will have the slightest 
difficulty is saying that both are true. 
Grandparents and grandchildren: A relationship which reaches its height with the learning of Torah.
A verse in Proverbs (17:6) advises us: ָבִנים ְבֵּני  ְזֵקִנים   grandchildren are the crown of their elders. A verse in Psalms 128:6 - ֲעֶטֶרת 
offers an aspiring blessing of: ּוְרֵאה ָבִנים ְלָבֶניָך ָשׁלֹום ַעל ִיְשָׂרֵאל – “…and may you see children born to your children, peace upon Israel”. 
Rabbi Sacks wrote about the connection between the blessings of seeing grandchildren and that of peace:  “Surely this, that those 
who think about grandchildren care about the future, and those who think about the future make peace”. We aspire to see the 
continuity of our lives through the children of children and if we so merit, great grandchildren. We want them to live in a better 
world, a peaceful world.
I like to think that another way to understand “filling our days” refers to the quality of our lives and filling our time productively.  
We are closing in on the one-year mark of the COVID-19 related lockdown - the shutting down of TBDJ , of schools, malls, cinemas, 
libraries, restaurants.  It has been a trying year and in the absence of normality and routine we initially found ourselves confined at 
home with time on our hands. I think that gradually, many of us learned to take advantage of this new found time to do so many 
things: Catching up on cleaning and sorting our things, looking at old pictures, catching up on family around the globe and, yes, 
even catching up with the family that lives under our roofs.  The first family simcha I experienced on Zoom gave me the opportunity 
to see relatives that I haven’t seen in years - and would not have seen otherwise.
I recently saw an amazing quote online: “Don’t fill your life with days, fill your days with life”.  Though in many ways this past year 
has been a lesson in utilizing and using newly available time, we cannot and must not ignore the fact that it has been a terrible year 
of medical challenges, compromises and loss for so many. Nothing can or will ever make that up.  However, let us try to concentrate 
on how we can fill these difficult days with a new appreciation for life and with new ways to fill each day with the joys of living!
Shabbat Shalom,

Rev. Amiel



*Modern Jewish History:  The Great War and its Impact on the Jews*
Monday, February 15 at 7:45pm  //  Location: Zoom Social Hall

*Online Tour of Moldova*
Tuesday, February 16 at 1:00pm  //  registration required - see email

*A “Shomer Mitzvot” Israeli Amidst International Peace Talks - with Prof. Elyakim Rubinstein*
Tuesday, February 16 at 8:00pm  //  Location:  Zoom Social Hall

*Film & Book Club - Screening & Review of “Footnote” - 2012 Oscar Nominee - Foreign Lang. Film*
Hebrew w. English Subtitles / Mon., Feb. 22 at 12:00pm // Location:  Zoom Social Hall 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
For more programs, shiurim and classes... please visit http://programming.tbdj.org



TBDJ’s Book and Film Club
Monday, February 22 at 12:00pm

Screening and Review of “Footnote” (2011, Hebrew with English Subtitles)

FOOTNOTE is the tale of a great rivalry between a father and son. Eliezer and Uriel Shkolnik are both eccen-
tric professors, who have dedicated their lives to their work in Talmudic Studies. The father, Eliezer, is a stub-
born purist who fears the establishment and has never been recognized for his work. Meanwhile his son, Uriel, 

is an up-and-coming star in the field, who appears to feed on accolades, endlessly seeking recognition.
Then one day, the tables turn. When Eliezer learns that he is to be awarded the Israel Prize, the most valuable 
honour for scholarship in the country, his vanity and desperate need for validation are exposed. His son, Uriel, 

is thrilled to see his father’s achievements finally recognized but, in a darkly funny twist, is forced to choose 
between the advancement of his own career and his father’s. Will he sabotage his father’s glory?

FOOTNOTE is the story of insane academic competition, the dichotomy between admiration and envy for a role 
model, and the very complicated relationship between a father and son.





IMPORTANT MESSAGE: PURIM 5781 
(COVID-19) COMMUNITY GUIDELINES 

The circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic present unique challenges to the observance 
of  mitzvot  connected to Purim. It is the purpose of this document to provide guidance in 
preparation for Purim.  
  
Celebrating Purim 
We urge the community to celebrate Purim in the safest possible way: alone with one’s family/
bubble. Even those who will attend reduced and abbreviated services should bear in mind that 
the traditional components of Purim – singing, dancing, l’chaims – are those very elements that 
have created “super-spreader” events. Preventing the spread of disease must come before the 
fulfilment of any of the mitzvot of Purim. 
  
Megillah on Purim Night and Day: 
If one is able to hear the Megillah in person with a Minyan on both Purim night and day, one 
should do so. If one is not attending services, then one may follow the Megillah reading via the 
live Zoom transmission that will be arranged by your community synagogue. Please check with 
your local synagogue as to in-person and online offerings. (If one is reading the Megillah without 
a Minyan, the concluding blessing of “Harav Et Reveynu” should not be said.) This guidance is 
offered due to the extenuating circumstances of the pandemic; under normal conditions, we do 
not endorse Zoom megillah readings.  
  
In a typical year, Purim is an essential synagogue experience for children. In this atypical year, 
children are encouraged to hear the Megillah on Zoom while dressed in costume, sounding 
groggers, and experiencing the joy of Purim in any way possible. 
  
Purim Seudah: 
This year, Purim falls out on Thursday night and Friday, and one cannot fulfill the Mitzvah at 
night.   Therefore, one should have a Purim Seudah either for breakfast or lunch on Friday.   The 
meal should be a festive one, similar to a regular year, preferably featuring meat and wine. It is 
essential that the Purim Seudah include no guests, in accordance with provincial health 
guidelines.  
  
Mishloach Manot and Matanot L’Evyonim: 
The mitzvot of Mishloach Manot and Matanot L’Evyonim are only fulfilled on Purim day (Friday). 
As social distancing norms continue to apply, we urge the community to avoid social gatherings 
or close proximity to those outside your immediate family when delivering Mishloach Manot.  
  



Matanot L’evyonim requires that we give money to at least two people so they can celebrate 
Purim.   Your rabbis are available to distribute these funds on your behalf, and  matanot 
l’evyonim can be collected for distribution even before Purim.  
  
Reading of Parashat Zachor: 
The practice to hear Parashat Zachor (Devarim 25:17-19) traditionally takes place on the 
Shabbat preceding Purim.   If you are able to safely attend a Minyan and hear the Torah reading 
at that time you should do so.   If you are not able to attend a Minyan due to Covid-19 
considerations: 

• Read Parshat Zachor from a Chumash on Shabbat February 20th.  
• Or, this coming summer, when the same verses are read as part 

of Parashat Ki Teitzei (August 21st, 2021), be mindful to fulfill the mitzvah 
of Zachor at that time. 

  
Machatzit Hashekel 
The custom is to give three coins to charity at mincha prior to Purim. However, due to limitations 
on synagogue attendance and, even for those present, strict distancing measures, there is no 
need to approach a central collection plate and raise the actual coins. One may fulfill the minhag 
of Machatzit HaShekel by placing paper money in the collection bin, or by making a special 
donation to charity in the merit of this custom. We should keep in mind that this custom is 
merely a commemoration of a Holy Temple ritual (“zecher l’Machatzit Hashekel”) and not the 
actual mitzvah. of Machatzit HaShekel that was performed in the days of the Beis Hamikdash. 
  

Wishing everyone a safe and wonderful Purim Sameach, 

Rabbi Yamin Benarroch, Beth Zion 
Rabbi Mark Fishman, Beth Tikvah 
Rabbi Chatzkel Freundlich, TBDJ 
Rabbi Reuben Poupko, BIBA 
Rabbi Adam Scheier, Shaar Hashomayim 
Rabbi Michael Whitman, Adath  




