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Please print this bulletin before Shabbat.

Mazal Tov to Jack & Linda Lehrer and to Bella Lehrer and their families on the 
birth of granddaughter and great granddaughter Aria Eden Sperber in Stamford, 
Connecticut.  Proud parents are Josh & Miriam Sperber.  Sharing in their simcha 
are grandparents Julien & Orit Sperber, and great grandparents Meir & Lisa Leb, 
Al & Phyllis Sperber and Shoshana Borochov.
SPONSORSHIPS AND THANK YOUS

COMMUNITY NEWSShabbat Parshat Va’yechi
Haftara:  Melachim Alef 2:1 - 2:12

Minyanim on Shabbat are restricted to those who 
have pre-registered.  When davening at home, it 
is preferable to do so at the same time as the rest 

of the community.

Friday, January 1

3:00pm Daf Yomi on Zoom
3:55pm Minha et Kabbalat Shabbat -  
 Minyane Sépharade - Lower Hall
4:03pm	 Candle	Lighting
4:05pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat - 
 Dvar Torah by Ron Schondorf
4:22pm Sh’kiah

Shabbat, January 2 / 18 Tevet 5781

8:30am Shacharit - Sanctuary -  
 Dvar Torah by Rabbi Solnica
8:45am Shacharit - Upper Social Hall
 Dvar Torah by Rabbi Solnica
8:45am Shaharit - Minyane Sépharade -
 Lower Social Hall
9:47am Sof Zman K’riyat Shma 
10:20am Shacharit - Sanctuary
 Dvar Torah by Eli Veresh
10:30am Shacharit - Upper Social Hall
 Dvar Torah by Eli Veresh
12:15pm Early Mincha - Indoor
3:50pm Minha et Arvit - Minyane  
 Sépharade - Lower Social Hall
3:55pm Mincha, Shiur and Maariv - 
 Indoor - Shiurim by Rabbi Solnica  
 and Morrie Levy
4:23pm Sh’kiah
5:13pm Havdala
6:30pm Daf Yomi on Zoom
6:45pm Musical Havdala and Kumzitz  
 on Facebook with Rev. Bender

This week’s “Take Home Kiddush” is sponsored by the Lieberman Family in 
memory of Raizel & Leizer Lieberman z”l (Raizel bat Aharon - Tevet 23 and 
Eliezer ben Meir Alter Kalonymus v’Esther Etl - Tevet 21) and Moses Eisenstein 
z”l (Moshe ben Chaim Dov v’Gitl - Tevet 23).
This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Esther & Melvyn Niederhoffer in 
memory of Esther’s beloved parents Frieda & Shlomo Neumann z”l (Yudka bat 
Meir - Tevet 6 and Shlomo ben Aharon HaCohen - Tevet 16).

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
Shacharit:  8:00 & 9am
Mincha 4:05pm
Shkiah 4:24pm

Shacharit  6:50 & 8:00am
Mincha 4:05pm
Shkiah 4:25pm

Shacharit  7:00 & 8:00am
Mincha 4:05pm
Shkiah 4:26pm

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
Shacharit  7:00 & 8:00am
Parsha Shiur  12:15pm
Mincha 4:05pm
Shkiah 4:27pm

Shacharit  6:50 & 8:00am
Mincha 4:05pm
Shkiah 4:28pm
Chumash Shiur 8:00pm

Shacharit 7:00 & 8:00am
Minha-Sefardic 4:05pm 
Mincha 4:10pm
Candle Lighting 4:11pm
Sh’kiah 4:29pm

DAILY SCHEDULE:  JANUARY 3 - 8

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
The following shiurim with Rabbi Freundlich resume this week in TBDJ’s Zoom Library!!!

Tuesday, January 5 at 12:00pm
Lunchtime Halacha Shiur on Hilchot Brachot

Wednesday, January 6 at 12:15pm
“Lunch & Learn” Parsha Shiur
Thursday, January 7 at 8:00pm

Advanced Chumash Shiur

Monday, January 11 at 1:00pm
Book and Film Club Review of “1945” (2017 - Hungarian with English Subtitles) -

film is available to rent or buy on iTunes, YouTube or Amazon Prime
For more details, please visit programming.tbdj.org.





Jewish Tears
The saga of Yosef and his brothers proceeds to an interesting climax.  Following the burial of their father 
Yaakov Avinu in the land of Canaan, Yosef’s brothers return to Egypt with a rather urgent and pressing 
agenda.  Here are the verses leading up to the end of the final chapter of the book of Breisheet:  
After burying his father, Yosef returned to Egypt, he and his brothers and all who had gone up with 
him to bury his father; When Yosef’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Yosef 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrong that we did him!”; So they sent this 
message to Yosef, “Before his death your father left this instruction; So shall you say to Yosef, ‘Forgive, 
I urge you, the offense and guilt of your brothers who treated you so harshly.’ Therefore, please forgive 
the offense of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph was in tears as they spoke to him.  
(Genesis 50:14-16) 
The brothers had a real concern. Their brother was the viceroy of Egypt, the man with the power. It 
would not be a problem for Yosef to exact the proper revenge for their deeds now that their father was 
gone. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks comments that in those days there was to be no settling of scores between 
siblings in the lifetime of the father. We know this from an earlier episode. After Yaakov had taken his 
brother’s blessing, Esav says, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother 
Yakov”. The Ba’al Haturim expounds on the Midrash Tanchuma and states that on the way back to Egypt 
following Yaakov’s burial, Yosef stopped next to the pit that brothers had cast him into so many years 
before and uttered a thankful blessing to Hashem: “Blessed is he who performed a miracle for me at 
this place”.  The brothers then realized that Yosef was still quite conscious about what they had done to 
him so many years ago. Rashi comments that before Yaakov’s death the brothers would feast with Yosef 
at his table, as Yosef would eat with them for the honour of his father. Now that Yaakov was gone, Yosef 
ceased to invite them. Thus, fearing revenge on Yosef’s part, the brothers send a message commanding   
Yosef - a strong word by Torah terms - that their father Yaakov before his death, commanded them to 
beseech him to forgive them for their deeds. This wonderful gesture by Yaakov Avinu makes perfect 
sense. What father wouldn’t want his children to get along, to solve any friction between them?
However, Yaakov never actually gave this command to his sons!  Rabbi Sacks writes that if Yaakov had 
said these words, why go through the brothers? He had ample opportunity and could have said them 
to Yosef directly!  Furthermore, we may question if Yaakov was even aware of any problem that existed 
between Yosef and his brothers. In her commentary, Nechama Leibovitch questions if Yaakov knew 
about the sale of Yosef.  The Ramban comments that it would seem that the brothers never told Yaakov 
that they had sold their brother, fearing his reaction.  Now that Yaakov knew that Yosef was alive and 
not devoured by a wild animal as he was previously told twenty two years earlier, Yaakov may have 
concluded that Yosef had gotten lost in the field and was consequently found by others and somehow 
ended up in Egypt.
How do we understand this “untruth” about the words of Yaakov presented to Yosef by his brothers, 
words that were never actually said? From the following Rashi and a midrash about Aharon Hakohen 
we learn that the truth may be tampered with or, in modern jargon, a “white lie” may be offered, to 
maintain shalom, peace between people. 
Rashi states that the brothers were seeking peace with Yosef through their seemingly strong words, as 
they used the words that “Yaakov commanded”. The Gemara in the tractate of Yevamot (65b) justifies 
this story, using it as an example of the principle that “A person is allowed to change [the facts] for the 
sake of peace”. 

A THOUGHT FOR SHABBAT FROM REV. AMIEL BENDER



A THOUGHT FOR SHABBAT FROM REV. AMIEL BENDER - CONTINUED

The midrash relates how Aharon Hakohen, described in the Ethics of the Fathers as a lover and pursuer 
of peace, would reconcile feuds by telling each side the same thing: “Your friend is not avoiding you 
because he bears you a grudge; on the contrary, he knows he is wrong and he is ashamed to face you.” 
By saying this to each side he was able to persuade both to forgive and forget (Avot DeRebbe Natan 
chapter 12).  
Why did Yosef cry when his brothers approached him with this command following Yaakov’s death?
Rav Chanoch Waxman of Yeshivat Har Etzion wrote a commentary on Yosef’s tears which may provide 
an answer. He writes that these tears constitute the seventh and final time that the Torah records that 
Yosef cries and that these “last tears” were shed upon no one - unlike the tears shed over his father’s 
Yaakov’s corpse, or the joyous tears shed upon embracing Yaakov and Binyamin where Yosef “falls 
upon” someone else. These are tears of absolute isolation and solitude. For that matter, these tears 
are not normal tears like those cried over the joy of reunification or the grief and mourning of death. 
Rather, these tears are the unique tears of Yosef. These are the solitary tears of anguish and alienation, 
the crying that welled up in Yosef when he had not yet revealed himself to his brothers, the mixture of 
sadness, love, desire and absolute distance that gripped Yosef when he cried alone in his room. These 
are the tears he cried upon revealing himself to his brothers, the bottled anguish of years spent alone. 
Several years ago I officiated at the funeral of a holocaust survivor, who made a name for herself as an 
educator in one of our community’s Jewish day schools. The funeral took place in the small chapel at 
Paperman and Sons.  The deceased’s young grandsons were seated in the front row of the small room 
and for the duration of most of the funeral one of them was crying quite audibly. At the shiva, the young 
man’s mother profusely apologized for her son’s outbursts, saying that she feared that he created a 
disturbance. I assured her that there was no problem with the crying. In fact, I told her that the crying 
was important, symbolic and significant. I offered her a thought: Beyond the boy’s tears of testament of 
the wonderful relationship that he had with his bobbeh, I imagine that when the deceased had lost her 
family on the platform at Auschwitz, she had to concentrate on staying alive and probably had no time 
to cry the real tears that were without a doubt within her. I told her that as far as I was concerned, her 
son was shedding tears that had been in the family for more than 60 years and that these tears were 
locked up with the family and waiting to be shed in the most expressive and appropriate way.
No two people are alike when it comes to sadness and tears.  Some cry easily, some do not. There 
are those who want to, but cannot. There are those who do not want to and will not. For some, tears 
are immediate, others will cry later. There are those who will tell you that it is good to cry, to cleanse 
yourself, to deal with what is at hand, not to keep things inside. Others will insist that on a personal 
level each and every one of us needs to deal with our emotions in our own unique way.
While tears are mostly made of water, they contain salt as well.  It is interesting to note that in our 
Jewish world, these two important ingredients are eternal and never actually “spoil.”  Our Torah is 
compared to a “be-er mayim chayim” – a well of flowing water. We can always draw water from the 
well of Torah, it is what sustains us throughout our nation’s eternal journey. Salt is incredibly stable 
and won’t spoil, degrade and lose flavour over time. In the Torah, salt is referred to as symbolizing the 
eternal covenant between Hashem and Israel.
Over the years, Yosef’s tears were shed in a variety of settings. Though it essentially took a lifetime for 
Yosef, he and his brothers had their eventual reconciliation and his final tears were shed for a good 
purpose. The verse in Psalms 126 encourages us: “Those who sow with tears will reap with song”. May 
our tears only be tears of joy!
Shabbat Shalom, 

Rev. Amiel


