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Please print this bulletin before Shabbat.

Shabbat Parshat Beha’alotecha
Haftara:  Zecharya 2:14 - 4:7

Friday, June 9

6:30pm Minha et Kabbalat Chabat -   

 Minyane Sépharade - Chapel

6:50pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat  

 - Main Sanctuary

7:04pm Plag Hamincha

8:23pm Candle Lighting

8:42pm Sh’kiah

Shabbat, June 10 / 21 Sivan

8:00am Shacharit - Hashkama Minyan

8:40am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Claman

9:00am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary   

 and Minyane Sépharade

9:00am Sof Zman K’riyat Shma

9:30am Youth Minyan - Youth Chapel 

9:30am Kef Club Shabbat Programs   

 for Kids - Lower Level

7:05pm Plag Hamincha

8:10pm Minha, Seoudah Shleesheet   

 et Shiour - Minyane Sépharade

8:15pm Mincha, Seudah Shleesheet   

 and Maariv - Main Sanctuary

8:42pm Sh’kiah

9:40pm Havdala

COMMUNITY NEWS

Mazal Tov to Dawn & Michael Tanzer and to Etty & Daniel Amar and their 
families on the upcoming wedding of their children Gillian and Michael on 
Sunday, June 11.  Sharing in their simcha are Gillian’s grandparents Libby & 
Leonard Slutsky, Michael’s grandparents Jeanine Amar and Renée & Yamin 
Bentolila and many delighted siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins in both 
families.  Lovingly remembered at this time are Gillian’s grandparents Gilda & 
Issie Tanzer z”l and Michael’s grandfather Sam Amar z”l.

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Mincha / Maariv:  8:25pm

Sunday:  8:00am
Monday and Thursday:  6:50am
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:  7:00am
Friday, June 16
Minha - Minyane Sépharade:  18h30
Mincha - Main Sanctuary:  6:50pm
Plag Hamincha:  7:07pm
Candle Lighting is at 8:27pm
For our full schedule, go to tbdj.org/calendar.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS
Kiddush for the Main Sanctuary is co-sponsored by Lauren & Alvin Suissa in 
memory of Alvin’s beloved father Jacob Suissa z”l (Ya’acov ben Eliyahu v’Zohara 
- 27 Sivan).

Kiddush for the Main Sanctuary is co-sponsored by Gabby & Binyamin Suissa 
in honour of the second birthday of their children Jacob and Eve.

Kiddush for the Minyane Sépharade is sponsored by Judith & David Elmechaly 
in honour of their son Aaron Refael chanting haftarah this Shabbat.

Seudah Shleesheet is sponsored by Nadine & Ben Lieberman in memory of 
Nadine’s beloved mother Blossom Kramer Wachsberg z”l (Freyda Bluma bat 
Sharaga Feivel v’Chana Toba - 23 Sivan).

This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Gloria & Eli Chalupovitsch to mark 
the conclusion of shloshim for Gloria’s beloved mother Wanda Walvkiewicz 
Batynski z”l (Bluma bat Yosef v’Chankeh - 3 Sivan).

Rabbi Claman’s Lunch and Learn Program on Wednesday, June 7 was sponsored 
by Sari Newman and her family in memory of her beloved grandfather Yechiel  
Stern z”l (Yechiel ben Mordechai Yehuda - 16 Sivan). 

Rabbi Claman’s Lunch and Learn Program on Wednesday, June 14 is sponsored 
by Maxine & Stephen Jacobson in memory of Maxine’s beloved father Hyman 
Neamtan z”l (Chaim ben Avrum Leib v’Esther Malka - 28 Sivan) and in memory 
of Stephen’s beloved mother Miriam Jacobson z”l (Miriam bat Yosef v’Etta - 
28 Sivan).

Is someone in your family graduating this spring?
TBDJ would like to wish them “Mazal Tov” in the 

Shabbat Bulletin of June 24!
Write brian@tbdj.org with details - including the 

graduate’s name, school and degree or class level, 
along with the names of the graduate’s parents 
and/or grandparents who are members of TBDJ. 



Leaving Hashem’s Mountain - Past and Present
In my job as Chazan Sheini I have two written guides which assist 
me with my work on a daily basis. I have the Ezras Torah Luach 
from New York which provides information about davening times 
and rituals and the TBDJ yahrzeit list which is the guide for the 
daily yahrzeits observed within the TBDJ family throughout our 
calendar year. At this time of year, the TBDJ yahrzeit list serves 
as a grim reminder of the plight of Hungarian Jewry during the 
Holocaust as several of our members remember their families:  
Hungarian Jews who were deported and murdered. In May 1944 
the deportation of Hungary’s Jews to Auschwitz began. In just 
eight weeks, an estimated 424,000 Jews were deported. By the 
end of the Holocaust, some 565,000 Hungarian Jews had been 
murdered.  

It is, in one word, painful. We live with the horrific reality that 
every day on our calendar year marks a yahrzeit for the 6,000,000 
martyrs, murdered at a high daily frequency during the terrible 
Holocaust years and the memories of our holy martyrs are 
stressed at this time of year when there are so many memorial 
prayers to be said. During Rabbi Freundlich’s tenure at TBDJ 
we had the privilege of using the Freundlich family Sefer Torah 
which was written and dedicated in memory of the Hungarian 
martyrs of their family. We read from that special Torah during 
this time of the year when we commemorate the calamities of 
the Holocaust that ravaged the Jews of Hungary.  

As I was looking at the yahrzeit list and reflecting on the terrible 
tragedies of our people, a thought occurred to me in connection 
with commentary on a verse in this week’s Torah reading of 
Parashat Beha’alotcha:  

 ויסעו מהר ה’ דרך שלשת ימים וארון ברית ה’ נסע לפניהם דרך שלשת
 ימים לתור להם מנוחה

They journeyed from the mountain of Hashem a three-day 
distance, and the Ark of the covenant of Hashem journeyed 
before them a three-day distance to search out for them a 

resting place.
 (Bamidbar 10:33).  

Bnei Yisrael journeyed from Har Sinai following the giving of the 
Torah. While Har Sinai was not far from populated areas Bnei 
Yisrael were going into the vast wilderness and they grew frantic 
with worry about their survival.   

The Holy Ark of the covenant travelled with them. Rashi cites 
the Sifri that this was not the ark that contained the tablets, 
rather it was another ark which contained the broken tablets, 
the tablets that Moshe shattered upon seeing Bnei Yisrael sin 
with the Golden Calf. According to Ibn Ezra, this journey was an 
exception to the rule in that only this time did the Ark precede 
them, which was not so in their other travels.  

The words of the verse and the commentaries cited above 
liken the journey from Har Sinai to the flight of so many of our 
brothers and sisters in Holocaust Europe from the security of 
their pre-Holocaust homes, communities, and countries. 

Bnei Yisrael left the mountain of Hashem. A mountain is solid  
and immovable. The mountain of Hashem symbolizes a safety 
net where there is holiness, a sense of security and a sense of 
protectiveness. Leaving the mountain, means going out on your 
own, and facing the challenges of circumstance. The mountains 
of Hashem in Europe were our brothers and sisters’ communities 
and homes, their safe places. Our Jewish communities with 

their synagogues are our eternal connection to Har Sinai. They 
are sources of living Torah and Jewish lives. Running, as the 
enemy - וזכרם שמם   systematically decimated the Jewish - ימח 
communities of Europe was a flight from the security of home. 
Ibn Ezra’s commentary mentioned above cited the journey from 
the mountain of Hashem as an exception to the rule. The frantic 
and dangerous journeys of our people during the Holocaust 
years were indeed abnormal exceptions to the rules of humanity.   

I believe that the broken tablets in the ark bear a significant 
message. When it comes to trying to understand what was 
going through the minds of those who are oppressed during 
those terrible years, let us make no mistake. We will never know, 
and we will never comprehend or understand it, because it is 
so beyond us. Our world hasn’t - Baruch Hashem - prepared us 
for anything that the Jews of the Holocaust years experienced.  
The broken tablets in the ark symbolize a broken existence and 
the detachment from everything that our brothers and sisters 
were able to live and observe in their Jewish lives. The broken 
tablets hint to and represent a covenant that was challenging to 
keep under those dire circumstances. The Jews of Europe left 
the security of what used to be their homes and safe havens, 
venturing against their will and with fear, and going out into 
indefinite circumstances of a new and perilous existence. As the 
broken tablets could never be repaired, our Holocaust survivors’ 
lives were shattered in a way that things would never be the 
same. The multitudes who fled from their homes, nursed broken 
hearts within their physical and emotional arks of mortality, 
within their covenant of life, similar to the way that the broken 
tablets in the ark that was taken on our ancestors’ journey from 
Har Sinai in the desert accentuated the broken covenant with 
Hashem upon the sin of the Golden Calf. Yet, with all of this, 
within the broken tablets was the message of the security of 
better times to come -ישקר לא  ישראל   the undisputable - נצח 
future of our people. True, the tablets were broken but they still 
served as a reminder of Hashem’s eternal covenant.  

Bnei Yisrael were searching for a resting place, for their next 
stop in the desert on their way to Israel, a new home away from 
their home in Egypt, a defined destination. Even so, they were 
concerned about going into the vast desert and what awaited 
them along the way. Hungarian Jewry and for that matter, all the 
Jews of Europe who were forced from their homes and countries, 
ran from their secure pre-Holocaust living to an insecure state 
of existence, an existence where the secure destinations were 
undefined and very much out of reach.  

…and the Ark of the covenant of Hashem journeyed before them 
a three-day distance to search out for them a resting place… 

We are at a resting place, our TBDJ community. While it is not 
our final destination - we are destined for Israel with a third 
Beit Hamikdash and the times of Mashiach - it is a mountain of 
Hashem. When I try to picture the masses of Jewish communities 
in pre-WWII Europe, I see them as mirrors of our community 
with rabbis, chazanim, laymen, committees, executives, 
boards, kiddushim, youth activities and more. At this time of 
year as we, along with our Hungarian survivor TBDJ members,  
remember the kedoshim of Jewish Hungary we realize that we 
are connected in a special and unique way through the eternal 
legacy of our people:  We are them and they were us.  May their 
memory be a blessing and an inspiration.

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rev.Amiel

A SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM REVEREND AMIEL BENDER










