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Shabbat Parshat Va’eira
January 20 - 21, 2023 / 5783

Please print this bulletin before Shabbat.

Shabbat Parshat Va’eira
Haftara:  Yechezkel 28:25 - 29:21

Friday, January 20
4:15pm Minha et Kabbalat Chabat -   
 Minyane Sépharade -   
 Lower Level Chapel
4:26pm Candle Lighting
4:30pm Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat   
 and Maariv - Main Sanctuary
4:44pm Sh’kiah

Shabbat, January 21 / 28 Tevet
8:00am Shacharit - Hashkama Minyan
8:40am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Claman
9:00am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary and  
 Minyane Sépharade
9:47am Sof Zman Kriyat Sh’ma
10:00am Kef Club Shabbat Programs   
 for Kids - Lower Level
4:10pm Minha, Seoudah Shleesheet   
 et Arvit - Minyane Sépharade
4:20pm Mincha, Seudah Shleesheet   
 and Maariv - Main Sanctuary
4:46pm Sh’kiah
5:33pm Havdala
5:55pm Daf Yomi

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Ronnie Hershel Silbiger on becoming a Bar Mitzvah.  Proud parents are 
Jacqui & Michael Silbiger.  Sharing in their simcha are Ronnie’s grandmother Gerti 
Silbiger, his siblings Liela and Max, and many delighted aunts, uncles and cousins.  
Lovingly remembered at this time are Ronnie’s grandparents Juda Silbiger z”l and 
Estelle & Ronnie Rose z”l.
Mazal Tov to Sari & Shlomo Drazin, Ruth Drazin and Rozanne Polansky and their 
families on the birth of granddaughter and great-granddaughter Eliana Tova (Ella) 
Drazin on Monday, January 9 in Teaneck, New Jersey.  Proud first-time parents are Ruthi 
& Eitan Drazin.  Sharing in their simcha are Ella’s grandparents Shandi & Sruli Glaser, 
great-grandparents Yitty & Eli Glaser, Malkie & Abe Levine, great-great-grandmother 
Marilyn Zimmer and many delighted aunts, uncles and cousins.
Condolences to Isabelle & Moishe Punski and their family on the loss of Isabelle’s 
beloved father Albert Hamaoui z”l who passed away on Friday, January 13.  Funeral 
took place on Sunday, January 15.  Shiva has been observed.
Refu’a Shleima to Michael Goodwin - מאיר זלמן בן רחל

Mincha/Maariv:  4:30pm
Shacharit
Sunday:  8:00am / Monday (Rosh Chodesh):  6:45am
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:  7:00am / Thursday:  6:50am
Friday, January 27
Minha - Minyane Sépharade:  16h25
Mincha - Main Sanctuary:  4:40pm
Candle Lighting is at 4:35pm

Ronnie Silbiger, Bar Mitzvah
Rosh Chodesh Shvat is on Monday, January 23 / Molad is on Saturday, January 21 at 11:56pm and 10 chalakim

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS
Rabbi Claman’s Daf Dive Morning Gemara Shiur on Sunday, January 22 is sponsored 
by “Friends of TBDJ” in honour of Sam Gewurz on the occasion of the 70th anniversary 
of his Bar Mitzvah.
Rabbi Claman’s Parsha Shiur on Shabbat Morning is sponsored by Marcelle & Isaac 
Alt in memory of Marcelle’s beloved sister Estrella Cohen Danino z”l (Estrella Hadassah 
bat Avraham HaKohen - 17 Tevet) and in memory of Marcelle’s beloved father Abraham 
Alberto Cohen z”l (Avraham ben Moshe HaKohen - 29 Tevet).
Kiddush in the Minyane Sépharade is sponsored by Gabrielle & Isaac Bendayan in 
honour of the wedding anniversary of Isaac’s parents Evelyn and Moïse Bendayan.
This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Debbie & Howard Feldman in memory of 
Howard’s beloved father Nicholas (Mendy) Feldman-Zinner z”l (Menachem ben 
Shmuel Eliezer - 2 Shvat).
Rabbi Claman’s Shabbat Sermon is sponsored by Chaviva & Brian Smith in memory 
of Chaviva’s beloved father Henry Goldhaar z”l (Yechiel Chaim ben Yekutiel Zisman 
V’Golda - 27 Tevet).
Kiddush in the Youth Minyan is sponsored by Tali & Izzie Steckler in honour of the 
appointment of Rabbi Daniel Salter as TBDJ’s new Youth Minyan Rabbi with their best 
wishes to him - “may you go from strength to strength!”

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE







Pulled Out of Egypt
Continuing the story from the end of last week’s Torah 
reading, Parashat Va’eira opens with Hashem’s response to 
Moshe Rabeinu’s pleas for guidance in freeing his people. 
Hashem tells Moshe that He revealed Himself to the 
patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov and established 
with them a covenant to give them the Land of Canaan, 
and now, the time has arrived to fulfill His promises. 
Hashem tells Moshe to tell Bnei Yisrael that He has heard 
their cries, and He will now deliver them from Egypt and 
will bring them to the Promised Land. Moshe relays the 
message to his enslaved brethren, but their unbearable 
workload prevents them from accepting his words.

Hashem then tells Moshe to instruct Pharaoh to send Bnei 
Yisrael from his land. Moshe protested: If Bnei Yisrael did 
not listen to me, how then will Pharaoh listen to me? I have 
a speech impediment.  Hashem responds with a command, 
that it is time to put the redemption plan into action:

 וידבר ה׳ אל משה ואל אהרן ויצום אל בני ישראל ואל פרעה מלך
מצרים להוציא את בני ישראל מארץ מצרים

Hashem spoke to Moshe and to Aharon and He 
commanded them concerning Bnei Yisrael and 

concerning Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, in order to take 
Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt.

(Shmot 6:13)

We often refer to Bnei Yisrael leaving Egypt as being 
redeemed from Egypt. With respect to the content of 
the above verse, it is interesting to note that the Hebrew 
word used in connection with Bnei Yisrael’s exodus from 
Egypt is the word להוציא, which means to take them out of 
Egypt and not the word לגאול, to redeem them. One of the 
Hebrew definitions of the word להוציא is:

הפסיק את ההכללה בקבוצה כלשהי, סיים חברות או השתתפות

To stop belonging to a group, to terminate membership 
or affiliation with that group.

In other words, to be pulled out of the group or to pull 
yourself out of the group.

Was it necessary to take, to pull, rather than redeem Bnei 
Yisrael out of Egypt? Quite possibly. This is perhaps why 
the word להוציא is used. I have heard it said that it was 
easier to take the Jews out of Egypt, than to take Egypt 
out of the Jews. After living in Egypt for so many years, it 
seems apparent that many of our ancestors got used to a 
certain comfort of living there, even as slaves. Sadly, for 
many, Egyptian life became an assimilated life of impure 
and idolatrous existence.

On this note, The Meshech Chochmah (1843-1926) wrote 
commentary suggesting that Bnei Yisrael’s leaving from 
Egypt should be understood in spiritual terms: In addition 
to Pharaoh physically releasing Bnei Yisrael from Egypt, 
Bnei Yisrael needed to release themselves from the culture 
of Egypt and the idolatrous faiths of the land.

Rashi (1040-1105) shares an interesting commentary 
on the following verse, which we will read in Parashat 
Beshalach in a few weeks:

וחמשים עלו בני-ישראל מארץ מצרים

Bnei Yisrael were armed when they went up out of Egypt 
(Shmot 13:18)

The word chamushim generally refers to being armed, that 
Bnei Yisrael left Egypt with weapons. After acknowledging 
the armed option in his commentary, Rashi offers another 
idea: That the word chamushim relates to the Hebrew word 
for five - חמש, and that the text should be understood to 
be saying that only one-fifth of the Jewish people chose 
to leave Egypt. This commentary suggests a staggering 
statistic. Out of fifteen million Jews in Egypt, only three 
million wanted to or merited to be redeemed. The other 
twelve million did not leave Egypt.

What happened to those who wanted to stay in Egypt? 
Nothing good. Rashi continues that: There were among 
Israel of that generation, wicked individuals who did not 
wish to depart Egypt and they died during the three days 
of the plague of darkness.

Shemot Rabba adds to Rashi’s explanation about the 
reluctance of so many of our ancestors to leave Egypt: 
There were sinners among the Jews who had Egyptian 
patrons, and they had wealth and honour there, (so) they 
didn’t want to leave. In other words, there were those who 
had a good life in Egypt. The Jews who stayed behind were 
not inexplicably choosing a life of torture; they simply did 
not want to give up on the comforts of the life they knew. 
In the later words of Rav Yehuda Henkin (1945-2020) they 
were disinclined to trade flesh-pots for freedom.

The above commentary supports the importance of להוציא 
- of pulling Bnei Yisrael from Egypt. Our ancestors were 
at the brink of a point of no return in their impurity, and 
any continued term of an idolatrous stay in Egypt would 
have caused the spiritual destruction of our people. The 
suggestion that eighty percent of our people died in Egypt 
prior to Hashem’s miraculous rescue teaches that Hashem 
had no interest in leaving any Jews behind - even if they 
were living the good life and even if they could act as a 
Kiddush Hashem, a sanctification of Hashem’s holy name 
for the non-Jews around them through their positive 
behaviour as Jews. Bnei Yisrael were to become Hashem’s 
 .His chosen nation, with the exodus from Egypt - עם סגולה
This new Jewish nation was to embark on its eternal 
journey through history as a complete nation with every 
member present. It was a fresh start for our ancestors after 
their difficult challenge of Jewish survival in Egypt and the 
beginning of our glorious history.

Shabbat Shalom,

Rev.Amiel

A SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM REVEREND AMIEL BENDER






