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Shabbat Parshat Chayei Sarah
November 18 - 19, 2022 / 5783
Please print this bulletin before Shabbat.

Shabbat Parshat Chayei Sarah
Haftara:  Melachim Alef 1:1-1:31

Friday, November 18
3:50pm Minha et Kabbalat Chabbat  
 - Minyane Sépharade - Chapel
4:03pm Candle Lighting
4:05pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat  
 - Main Sanctuary
4:45pm Shabbat Dinner - Preregistration   
 for this event is now closed.
7:00pm Lecture by Moishe Bane on   
 topics of interest to the   
 TBDJ community.

Shabbat, November 19 / 25 Marcheshvan
8:00am Shacharit - Hashkama Minyan 
8:30am Shaharit - Minyane Sépharade 
8:40am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Claman
9:00am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary

After Mussaf:  Drasha by Moishe Bane
9:19am Sof Zman Kriyat Sh’ma 
9:30am Youth Minyan - Youth Chapel
10:00am Kef Club Shabbat Programs for   
 Kids - Lower Level Classrooms
3:10pm Daf Yomi
3:50pm Minha et Seoudah Shleesheet 
 - Minyane Sépharade - Chapel
3:55pm Mincha, Seudah Shleesheet   
 and Maariv - Main Sanctuary

Remarks by Moishe Bane
at Seudah Shleesheet

5:08pm Havdala and Melave Malka

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Monica & Joseph Gauze and their family on the birth of great grandson Adin Israel Averick 
on Sunday, November 6 in Israel.  Proud first time parents are Aliza & Yehuda Averick of Alon Shvut, Israel.  
Sharing in their simcha are grandparents Cyma & Perry Katz, great grandparents Frances & Solomon Katz 
and many delighted aunts, uncles and cousins in Canada and Israel.

Mazal Tov to Terry & Sam Luft and their family on the occasion of their granddaughter Mia Eden Luft 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah on Shabbat, November 5 in New York City.  Proud parents are Michelle & Jonathon 
Luft.  Sharing in their simcha are Mia’s sister Harlow, her maternal grandmother Lenore Harris, her great 
grandmother Ruth Cohen and many delighted aunts, uncles and cousins.

Mazal Tov to Adrianne Drazin who will be receiving Emunah Montreal’s “Lilly Ronn Volunteer Appreciation 
Award” at its Annual Fall Gala on Monday, November 21 - in recognition of her current and continued 
commitment and support of all Emunah activities.

Mazal Tov to Lauren Suissa who will be receiving Emunah Montreal’s “Jean Quint Memorial Award” at its 
Annual Fall Gala on Monday, November 21 - in recognition of her community leadership and devotion 
to Emunah.

Refu’a Sh’leima to Alex Guttman - Tzvi Menachem ben Esther

Mincha/Maariv:  4:00pm Sunday to Thursday

Shacharit
Sunday:  8:00am - followed by Sunday Morning “Daf Dive” In Depth Gemara Class
Mon.:  6:50am / Tues. and Wed.:  7:00am / Thursday and Friday:  6:45am (Rosh Chodesh)

Friday, November 25
Minha - Minyane Sépharade:  15h50 / Mincha - Main Sanctuary:  4:00pm
Candle Lighting is at 3:58pm

Tracy Ashkenazi-Kimmel Memorial Shabbaton
with Special Guest Moishe Bane, President of the Orthodox Union

Rosh Chodesh Kislev is on Thursday, November 24 and Friday, November 25 / Molad is on Wednesday, November 23 at 10:28pm and 8 chalakim

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS
This year’s Tracy Ashkenazi-Kimmel Memorial Shabbaton featuring our special guest Moishe Bane 
is sponsored by Lessy & Earl Kimmel and their family in memory of their beloved daughter Dr. Tracy 
Ashkenazi-Kimmel z”l (Toba Yehudit Feiga bat Avraham Yisrael v’Lessy - 29 Tishrei).

Melave Malka is sponsored by Rachel & Judah Aspler and by Aviva & Ami Drazin in memory of their 
fathers Osher Goodman z”l (Asher ben Shalom HaKohen v’Etl - 25 Marcheshvan), Jerrold Aspler z”l (Yosef 
Yehoshua ben Avraham Shalom v’Rivka - 3 Elul), and Avrum Isaac Drazin z”l (Avraham Yitzchak ben 
Shmuel Shlomo v’Gitel - 17 Marcheshvan).

Seudah Shleesheet in the Minyane Sepharade is sponsored by Clairette & Joe Bensimon in memory of 
Joe’s beloved mother Juliette Bensimon z”l (Freha bat Solika - 26 Marheshvan).

This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Elaine & Leon Monaker in memory of Elaine’s beloved father Israel 
Richler z”l (Yisrael ben Shmaryahu - 23 Cheshvan).

Kef Club Kiddush is sponsored by Estee & Eric Rossdeutscher in honour of all the youth of TBDJ.

Kiddush is sponsored by Deborah & Howard Szalavetz and their family to mark the first yahrzeit for 
Howard’s beloved father Dave Szalavetz z”l (Yitzchak Isaac ben Menachem Mendl HaKohen v’Rachel - 25 
Marcheshvan).

Rabbi Claman’s special shiur on G-d and Mozart on Sunday, November 20 is sponsored by Rachel & Judah 
Aspler to commemorate the 10th yahrzeit for their beloved father and father-in-law Osher Goodman z”l 
(Asher ben Shalom HaKohen v’Etl - 25 Marcheshvan).

The Rosh Chodesh Kislev Program for Women on Wednesday, November 23 is sponsored by Sarah & Ari 
Schwartz and the Friedman family in memory of Sarah’s beloved grandmother Anna Cohen z”l (Chana 
Messoda bat Bada - 4 Kislev).

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE















Purchasing the First Piece of Real Estate
in The Holy Land

The Torah portion of Chayei Sarah opens with the death of 
our matriarch Sarah Imeinu and we are immediately, albeit 
briefly, introduced to Ephron the Hittite who owned the Cave of 
Machpela that Avraham Avinu wanted as a burial place for his 
beloved wife. The Torah outlines the negotiating conversation 
between Avraham, the children of Heth and Ephron: 

Avraham to the children of Heth:  I am an alien and a resident 
among you, grant me an estate for a burial site with you, that 
I may bury my dead before me;  

The children of Heth to Avraham: Hear us, my Lord: You are a 
prince of G-d in our midst. In the choiciest of our burial places 
bury your dead, any of us will not withhold his burial place 
from you, from burying your dead;   

Avraham replies:  If it is truly your will to bury my dead from 
before me, heed me, and intercede for me with Ephron son of 
Zohar; Let him grant me the cave of Machpela which is his, on 
the edge of his field; let him grant it to me for its full price, in 
your midst, as an estate for a burial site; 

Ephron responds to Avraham: No, my Lord heed me! I have 
given you the field, and as for the cave that is in it, I have 
given it to you; In the view of the children of my people have I 
given it to you, bury your dead; 

Avraham answers Ephron: Rather if only you would heed me! 
I will give you the price of the field, accept it from me, that I 
may bury my dead there; 

Ephron replies: My Lord, heed me! Land worth four hundred 
shekels – between me and you – what is it? Bury your dead; 

The conclusion of the conversation: Avraham heeded Ephron, 
and Avraham weighed out to Ephron the price which he 
mentioned in the hearing of the children of Heth, four hundred 
silver shekels in negotiable currency; 

Analyzing the give and take that led to the purchase of the cave, 
Ephron comes across magnanimously in his offer. Avraham only 
wanted the actual cave itself, but Ephron offered him the field 
as well as the cave. Moreover, while Avraham was willing to pay 
for the cave, Ephron offered to give it to him as a gift. Avraham 
however, persisted and even showed Ephron the money that he 
was willing to pay for the land, and suddenly Ephron dramatically 
changed his approach, saying; My lord, heed me; land worth four 
hundred silver shekels - between me and you - what is it? Bury 
your dead. The commentaries explain that Ephron was quite 
blatantly hinting that he did indeed want Abraham to pay this 
exhorbitant amount of money for the field and cave. Abraham 
understood the hint and paid the full amount. 

Was Ephron sincere about his proposal to Avraham? In 
his Ha’amek Davar commentary, Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda 
Berlin (1816-1893) challenged the sincerity of Ephron: In the 
view of the children of my people, have I given it to you… Ephron 
was gallantly offering the property while his people were 
watching him:  In the eyes of my people, I can give you a gift, 
but, between you and myself, you must understand that it is too 
much for me to give you the whole field as a gift.

Ephron started the negotiations with the idea of giving Avraham 
a meaningful gift but ended up exposing himself as a greedy 

person who sold the field for more than what it was worth. 
Ephron made light of the exorbitant price that he demanded 
from Avraham for an estate that was worth less: Land worth 
four hundred shekels – between me and you – what is it?

Ephron wanted to look respectful in front of his people and 
therefore was magnanimous in his initial offer to Avraham. We 
can picture the scene:  The children of Heth walk away from the 
negotiations complimenting Ephron on his gesture to Avraham. 
The minute they are out of sight, Ephron says to Avraham 
something like:

Abe, buddy, you know… the field and the cave? Maybe I was 
too quick in giving it away, a family estate… you know what 
I mean? I could make real money on that property… Tell you 
what… Give me four hundred silver shekels and we’ll call it a 
deal. And… don’t let anyone out there know what you bought 
it for! 

It reminds me of an incident where a car banged into another 
car in a parking lot. The offending driver wrote a note in front of 
the people who witnessed his offence and he put the note under 
the windshield wiper of the damaged car. After the offender 
drove away, someone who witnessed the accident took the note 
from the windshield and read it out loud: I hit your car and I am 
writing this note because people are watching me. As I have no 
intent of covering the damages, I am not leaving my name or a 
phone number… In front of people, where positive impressions 
are important, there is a tendency to behave in manner that 
may be unauthentic where personal character is concerned. The 
“true colours” of the person tend to surface in more relaxed and 
unthreatening circumstances.  

Why did Avraham offer to purchase the land?  Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks (1948-2020) points out that there were two promises 
repeatedly made by Hashem to Avraham. One was the promise 
to give his descendants all the land of Canaan. The second 
promise was that he would be the father of many nations. At 
this point in his existence, Avraham did not own one iota of the 
Promised Land and the heir to Hashem’s promises, Yitzchak, was 
a single bachelor approaching forty years old, without a child 
of his own. So, Avraham realized that it was up to him to begin 
the process of getting both promises fulfilled: he buys the Cave 
of Machpela using consummate negotiation skills and paying a 
small fortune to get a foothold in the land. He then sends his 
servant to get a proper wife for Yitzchak, who goes through his 
own elaborate negotiation and brings many expensive gifts.  

As the father of our nation, every thing that Avraham did as a 
Jew was a first. He bought the first piece of real estate in the Holy 
Land - a precious property which belongs to us and is hallowed 
land to this very day.  He was the first to introduce faith and 
belief in Hashem as one G-d, and he was the first to interact as a 
Jew with non-Jews. In addition, he was the first Jew to bury his 
kin with the respect and dignity that has became the hallmark of 
the way we as Jews respectfully eulogize and escort the beloved 
members of our people to their final resting place. Commentary 
suggests that the story of Sarah’s death and the negotiations 
for her burial place are detailed not only to introduce and to set 
the foundation for the important Jewish practices of mourning 
and burial rituals, but to highlight the respect and reverence 
that Sarah was afforded upon her passing, a reflection of the 
righteous person that she was in her lifetime. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rev.Amiel

A SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM REVEREND AMIEL BENDER


