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Shabbat Parshat Va’yeira
November 11 - 12, 2022 / 5783
Please print this bulletin before Shabbat.

Shabbat Parshat Va’yeira
Haftara:  Melachim Bet 4:1-4:37

Friday, November 11

3:55pm Minha et Kabbalat Chabbat  
 - Minyane Sépharade - Chapel
4:11pm Candle Lighting
4:15pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat  
 - Main Sanctuary
4:29pm Sh’kiah

Shabbat, November 12 / 18 Marcheshvan

8:00am Shacharit - Hashkama Minyan 
8:40am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Claman
9:00am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary
9:00am Shaharit - Minyane Sépharade
9:14am Sof Zman Kriyat Sh’ma 
9:30am Youth Minyan - Youth Chapel
10:00am Kef Club Shabbat Programs for   
 Kids - Lower Level Classrooms
3:15pm Daf Yomi
3:45pm Minha et Seoudah Shleesheet 
 - Minyane Sépharade - Chapel
4:00pm Mincha, Seudah Shleesheet   
 and Maariv - Main Sanctuary
4:28pm Sh’kiah
5:15pm Havdala and Melave Malka

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Jonah Yalovsky on becoming a Bar Mitzvah.  Proud parents are Karen 
& Moshe Yalovsky.  Sharing in their simcha are Jonah’s grandparents Aviva & Morty 
Yalovsky and Carol & Sami Djoury, his sister Cecelia, and many delighted aunts, uncles 
and cousins.  Lovingly remembered at this time are, zichronam livracha, Jonah’s great 
aunt and uncle Aviva & Karim Joury, and his great grandparents Betty & David Miller 
and Dora & Moshe Yalovsky.
Mazal Tov to Andrea & Dean Mendel and Anna & Joe Mendel and their families on 
the engagement of their daughter and granddaughter Polly Mendel to Adam Freeman 
of Toronto.  Sharing in their simcha are Adam’s parents Jane & Elden Freeman, and 
many delighted siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins in both families.
Mazal Tov to Isabelle & Moishe Punski and their family on the birth of grandson 
Shmuel Benzion Punski on Shabbat, October 15 in Israel.  Proud first-time parents 
are Janne & Jonathan Punski.  Sharing in their simcha are grandparents Betsy & 
Dick Hoogersvort of Holland, great grandparents Henia Punski and Mireille & Albert 
Hamaoui, and many delighted aunts, uncles and cousins.  Lovingly remembered at 
this time is Shmuel’s great grandfather Aryeh Leib Punski z”l.

Mincha/Maariv:  4:05pm Sunday to Thursday

Shacharit
Sunday:  8:00am - followed by Sunday Morning “Daf Dive” In Depth Gemara Class!
Monday and Thursday:  6:50am / Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:  7:00am

Friday, November 18
Minha - Minyane Sépharade:  15h50 / Mincha - Main Sanctuary:  4:05pm
Candle Lighting is at 4:03pm

For our full schedule, go to tbdj.org/calendar.

Jonah Yalovsky, Bar Mitzvah

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS
Kiddushim in the Main Sanctuary and Hashkama Minyan are sponsored by Aviva & 
Morty Yalovsky in honour of their grandson Jonah Baruch Yalovsky becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah.
Seudah Shleesheet is sponsored by Sarah & Michael Bybelezer and Marcia Zlotnick 
in memory of their beloved father, father-in-law and husband Aaron Zlotnick z”l 
(Aharon Shlomo ben Harav Ya’acov Yosef v’Sara - 22 Marcheshvan).
Rabbi Claman’s Shabbat Sermon is sponsored by Reesa & Ephriam Kandelshein and 
Laura & Avi Guttman in memory of their beloved father, father-in-law and grandfather 
Hyman Busgang z”l (Chaim ben Moshe - 18 Marcheshvan). 
Rabbi Claman’s Parsha Shiur on Shabbat Morning is sponsored by Rohna Grunstein 
and her family in memory of beloved father, grandfather and great grandfather Joseph 
Sonnenschein z”l (Yosef Chaim ben Shlomo Zalman v’Ita Malka - 15 Marcheshvan). 
This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Dorothy Zalcman Howard, Steve Howard, and 
Sean Howard in memory of their beloved mother, mother-in-law and grandmother 
Anna Zalcman z”l (Chana Lieba bat Shlomo HaKohen v’Devorah - 21 Marcheshvan).
Melave Malka is sponsored by Edie & Phil Friedman in memory of Edie’s beloved 
mother Norma Nussbaum-Bruckner z”l.

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE







Kristallnacht, Remembrance Day
and Sodom and Gomorrah

וה’ ָאָמר ַהְמַכֶסּה ֲאִני ֵמַאְבָרָהם ֲאֶשׁר ֲאִני ֹעֶשׂה
ְוַאְבָרָהם ָהיֹו ִיְהֶיה ְלגֹוי ָגּדֹול ְוָעצּום ְוִנְבְרכּו בֹו ֹכּל ּגֹוֵיי ָהָאֶרץ

And Hashem said, “Shall I conceal from Avraham what I do; Now 
that Avraham is surely to become a great and mighty nation, and all 

the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by him”

Breisheet 18:17-18:18

The angels that had visited Avraham and informed him of the imminent 
destruction of Sodom were on their way to carry out their mission. 
Hashem however, delayed the destruction until Avraham had a chance 
to intercede for the people of the city, to save some of its inhabitants. 
The Torah tells us that Avraham bargained with Hashem on this matter 
with the hope of even finding ten righteous people in Sodom so that 
there would be a reason not to completely destroy the sinful city. The 
Torah explains that Hashem did not hide his plans from Avraham and 
Verse 19 spells out Hashem’s reasoning for us:  

 ִכּי ְיַדְעִתּיו ְלַמַען ֲאֶשׁר ְיַצֶוּה ֶאת ָבָּניו ְוֶאת ֵבּיתֹו ַאֲחָריו ְוָשְׁמרּו ֶדֶּרְך ה’ ַלֲעׂשֹות ְצָדָקה
ּוִמְשָׁפּט ְלַמַען ָהִביא ה’ ַעל ַאְבָרָהם ֵאת ֲאֶשׁר ִדֶּבּר ָעָליו

“For I have singled him out, that he may instruct his children and his 
posterity to keep the way of Hashem by doing what is just and right, 
in order that Hashem may bring about for Abraham what He has 

promised him.”

Breisheet 18:19

Commentary explains Hashem’s reasoning.  Since Avraham will become 
a great nation and a role model in values of kindness and justice for 
future generations, Avraham must know Hashem’s plans. Otherwise, 
people will wonder: How could Hashem have hidden this from him? or 
How could Avraham not have prayed for the welfare of his neighbours? 

This past week we observed two annual days of commemoration 
which remind us of the extent that kindness, justice and doing what 
was right was missing from our world.  The first was the anniversary of  
Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass) - a terrible series of pogroms 
that were unleashed by Nazi leaders שמם  against the Jewish ימח 
population in Germany and Austria which occurred overnight on 
November 9-10, 1938.  The second commemoration was Remembrance 
Day when we pause in a moment of silence to honour and remember 
the men and women in uniform who have served Canada during times 
of war, conflict and peace.

On October 25th, 1942 at the Great Synagogue of Cape Town, 
prominent South African rabbinic leader Professor Rabbi Israel Abrams 
delivered a sermon about Sodom and Gomorrah entitled: Winning 
The Peace. Parenthetically, South African forces had entered World 
War Two in 1939 and played a major role in defeating the Fascist 
Italian forces of Benito Mussolini during the 1940–1941 East African 
Campaign.  Here are some excerpts from Rabbi Abrams’ sermon:

What were these unpardonable iniquities of the condemned cities? 
The Bible gives us an inkling. Our sages with deep insight, have 
added significant details. This is the composite picture produced. 
Firstly the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah had a profound dislike of 
strangers. Everything foreign was detestable in their eyes. They kept 
the gates of their country firmly barred against alien intruders. But if 
perchance a rash stranger did succeed in entering the Plain, he was 
subjected to the test of the “Procrustes bed”. Those who were too 
big were hacked to the prerequisite size; those who were too short 
were forcibly stretched. For in Sodom, men had to be of uniform 
stature. The inhabitants of the Plain also had a perverted sense of 
justice. They invariably punished the victim, not the aggressor: they 
held that might was right. Finally, they deemed poverty a heinous 
crime; the indigent were treated with the utmost contempt and 
cruelty. One crime, however, was even less venial: to help the poor 
was considered as the basest form of wickedness. Such radicalism 
was regarded as sheer anarchy intended to undermine the stability 
of the state, and was punishable with death. 

Rabbi Abrams then connects the iniquities of the past to the terrible 
tragedies of his generation: 

This in brief is the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. These were the 
iniquities for which they perished four thousand years ago. But alas, 
when the cities were annihilated, their spirit survived. Time and 
time again that ancient tragedy has been re-enacted. And, today, 
hard and unpalatable though the truth may be, we confess that, 
mutatis mutandis, the picture that has come down to us of life in the 
Plain is not unlike our contemporary scene.  

Again the old radicalist cry goes up to heaven. Mankind is not an 
integrated human family, but a conglomeration of mutually hostile, 
snarling, fighting groups. The philosophy of Cain has become 
alarmingly widespread: repeatedly we have refused to be our 
brother’s keeper, and have callously failed to intervene even when 
challenged by the most brutal atrocities. Truly, before modern 
man’s inhumanity, the savagery of the wildest beasts seems to pale 
into insignificance.  

…We speak of justice. But if justice has any meaning, it must 
have definite values. It must not be a concept of infinite elasticity, 
which can signify nearly everything for some and almost nothing 
for others. The only acceptable standard of justice is that of the 
Patriarch Abraham – an ideal that transcends all interests, be they 
personal, racial, political or national.  

Rabbi Abrams continues with a plan for the future: 

This then is the problem of problems: to avoid in our generation 
the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, to provide civilisation with 
permanent foundations. Is there a solution? The biblical answer is 
affirmative. The story that forms my text provides such a solution. 
After appraising Abraham of the tragic end awaiting Sodom, G-d 
enjoined him to “charge his children and household after him” 
(Breisheet 18:19) to keep the way of the L-rd, to do justice and 
righteousness.

Here lies the crux of the whole matter. Our children are the peace 
front. It is in the schools (and homes) that the peace is to be won. 
This is where we failed last time. We continued to teach our children 
or even give them a university education: we prepared them for 
commerce and industry and the professions. But we did not give 
them a spiritual testament. This time our educational aims must 
have a new orientation, leading to spiritual re-equipment. The 
powers of darkness have long known how to exploit the instrument 
of education for their own wicked purposes. Their teaching was 
for war and death. We, with no less vigour and resourcefulness, 
must teach unto life and peace. We must insist that in all countries 
- none excepted - youth shall learn the great spiritual truths that 
fundamentally all men are friends, brothers created in the image 
of their heavenly Father: that in G-d’s sight there are no aliens, but 
we are all guests enjoying the beauty of his divine hospitality…If we 
can bequeath such a testament of spiritual and moral truth to our 
children, and they to theirs, this fair world of ours need never again 
be drenched in blood. We shall have won the Peace, yea, conquered 
not our foes, but War itself.   

Powerful words with hope for the future, delivered during the darkness 
and destruction of the Second World War. That war was to continue 
for another 926 blood drenched days. As these words are written, 
eighty years later, evil and torture have not yet been eradicated and 
the neighbours of our beloved Israel  are passing a legacy of hate to 
their future generations, rather than a legacy of peace and respect and 
civility towards other cultures and nations.

As we read of Sodom and Gomorrah, as we remember Kristallnacht and 
as we commemorate the anniversary of the signing of the armistice that 
ended World War One - November 11, 1918 - we lovingly remember 
and pay tribute to the multitudes who died as victims of hatred, and to 
those who died as courageous soldiers fighting that destructive hatred 
and inhumanity. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rev.Amiel

A SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM REVEREND AMIEL BENDER


