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Shabbat Parshat Shoftim
September 2 - 3, 2022 / 5782

Please print this bulletin before Shabbat.

Shabbat Parshat Shoftim
Haftara:  Yeshayahu 51:12 - 52:12

Friday, September 2

5:55pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat -   
 Lower Social Hall
6:08pm Plag Hamincha
7:00pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat -   
 Main Sanctuary
7:00pm Minha et Kabbalat Chabbat -   
 Minyane Sépharade - Chapel
7:12pm Candle Lighting
7:31pm Sh’kiah

Shabbat, September 3 / 7 Elul

8:00am Shacharit - Hashkama Minyan
9:00am Shacharit - Main Sanctuary
9:00am Shaharit - Minyane Sépharade -  
 Lower Level Chapel
9:36am Sof Zman Kriyat Sh’ma
10:00am Kef Club Shabbat Programs for   
 Kids - Lower Level Classrooms
6:07pm Plag Hamincha
6:55pm Minha et Seoudah Shleesheet -   
 Minyane Sépharade - Chapel
7:00pm Mincha, Seudah Shleesheet and   
 Maariv - Main Sanctuary
7:29pm Sh’kiah
8:15pm Havdala
9:20pm Musical Havdala on Facebook   
 with Rev. Amiel & Cheryl Bender

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Anna & Joe Mendel and to Monica & Haim Bensoussan and their families 
on the wedding of their grandson and son Natan Bensoussan to Hilary Hendin on Thursday, 
September 1.  Sharing in their simcha are Hilary’s parents Dena & Brian Kingstone of Ottawa 
and many delighted siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins in both families.
Mazal Tov to Chaya & Gerald Tabak and their family on the engagement of their granddaughter 
Leora Geralnik to Tal Ershler.  Proud parents are Tova & Pablo Geralnik of Houston, Texas and 
Michelle & Jeff Ershler of Detroit, Michigan.  Sharing in their simcha are many delighted siblings, 
aunts, uncles and cousins in both families.
Condolences to Baila Aspler, Aviva & Ami Drazin, Judah & Rachel Aspler and Jacob Aspler 
and their families on the loss of beloved husband, father and father-in-law TBDJ Member 
Jerrold Aspler z”l who passed away on Tuesday, August 30.  Funeral took place in Montreal 
on Wednesday, August 31.  Burial took place on Thursday, September 1 in the Eretz Hachaim 
Cemetery in Beit Shemesh, Israel.  Shiva continues until Wednesday, September 7 at 7 Gad 
Tedeschi #15, Arnona, Jerusalem;  Shacharit at 7:30am, Mincha/Maariv at 6:50pm.
Condolences to Steve & Dorothy Howard and their family on the loss of Steve’s beloved 
brother Michael Howard z”l who passed away on Wednesday, August 31 in Windsor, Ontario.   
Funeral is scheduled for Sunday, September 4 at 11:00am at the Rachel Kaplan Hebrew 
Memorial Chapel in Windsor.  Shiva strictly private.

SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK

Mincha/Maariv:
7:05pm Sunday to Thursday

Shacharit
Sunday and Monday:  8:00am

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:  7:00am
Thursday:  6:50am

On Friday, September 9
Candle Lighting is at 6:59pm

Mincha is at 7:00pm
Minyane Sépharade Minha is at 6:55pm

For our full schedule, go to tbdj.org/calendar.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS
This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Andy & Esther Csillag in memory of Esther’s beloved 
parents Eugene & Helen Rosenfeld z”l (Yehoshua Ya’acov ben Yekutiel Yehuda - 7 Elul and 
Chaya Yenti bat Michael Shlomo v’Esther Malka - 23 Elul).

TBDJ is Recruiting Volunteers for our new
SECURITY TEAM

Would you like to help TBDJ provide a safer and more secure place to daven?  We 
are looking to assemble a team of 15 to 20 volunteers who will provide support to our 
paid security guards as they work to protect our building and safeguard our people.  
With your personal knowledge of our community, you will help ensure that any guests 
visiting our building are indeed here for a valid reason, along with securing locked 
doors and monitoring the general safety situation in and around 6519 Baily Road.  
This new TBDJ Security Team will meet once per month for training which includes 
special surveillance, combat training and security-related skills.  If you are interested 
in joining this vital new volunteer initiative, please send an email message to Zach at 
zachary.steinlauf@gmail.com.

Mark your calendars!
Welcome Shabbat for
Rabbi Zolly and
Rebbetzin Penina Claman
Shabbat Parshat Ki Teitsei,
September 10
Special Community Kiddush!
More details to follow!



A SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM REVEREND AMIEL BENDER

Morals and iPhones
A few weeks ago, I was driving with my iPhone in its resting place on 
the windshield mount in my car. I needed to make a phone call and I 
touched the home button on my iPhone to activate it. A highlighted 
message popped up on my screen: I’m not driving. Touching the I’m not 
driving button would activate the phone. The thing is… I was driving! 
I thought to myself - by pressing this button, am I transgressing the 
prohibition of מדבר שקר תרחק - keep far from a falsehood  (Devarim 
23:7)? Will I be lying by telling my iPhone that I was not driving when, in 
fact, I was? In retrospect, it certainly wasn’t the first time that I hit the 
I’m not driving button. Was it the swiftly-approaching Hebrew month 
of Elul, where our thoughts are turned more than ever to repentance 
and doing the right thing that triggered this in my mind?  

It is a new and unique way of thinking, that belongs to our adjusting to 
living according to Halachah in our highly-technological world. I took 
my question to a rabbi in town: This is the first time I ever heard a 
question like that… How can you lie to a machine? he asked me before 
adding: In that case you weren’t lying, but… he added It may not be a 
moral thing to do… 

Hmmm… Morals. The month of Elul is a good time to revisit our morals. 
There is good and bad in our world, proper and improper behavior. 
Our goal is to be good, to make the right choices and avoid the wrong 
decisions. Of course, there is the scenario that what is right and wrong 
may yield different answers from different people. What is “good” for 
one person may not necessarily be good for others. And what other 
people consider as “bad” might be different from others concept of 
bad. Maybe hitting the I’m not driving button is no big deal? How can 
you know that you’re making the right choice? That’s where your 
moral compass comes into play.  

The dictionary defines “moral compass” as a person’s ability to judge 
what is right and wrong and act accordingly. Some people also define it 
as a set of values that guides our decision-making, affects our actions, 
and defines us as a person. 

A moral compass is just as its name suggests: it points us in the right 
direction. Even if all of us have different definitions of right and wrong, 
our moral compass provides an objective standard. A person’s moral 
compass may be influenced by their life experiences, the environment 
they grew up in as well as many other factors.   

Without our moral compass to guide us, it’s so easy to just do whatever 
is convenient for us – never mind if it’s right or wrong. It becomes so 
easy to do things without thinking of the consequences. We become 
selfish and only care about our own needs and wants. 

The reality of our Jewish existence is that we are born with a good and 
an evil inclination. There is a constant battle that goes on between 
these two inclinations that are within us, and our moral compass 
becomes the guiding factor in the way that we resolve this constant 
and continuous inner conflict. As we progress in age and behavioral 
independence, we tend to forge our own identities, each of us with 
a unique set of moral principles and beliefs. These moral values 
determine our moral compass. 

In our Torah portion of Shoftim, we learn about the idea of appointing 
a king over Israel. The moral compass of the king would be the defining 
behavioral characteristic that would ensure his success.     

We learn that the Torah places limits on the king’s power:  

• The king must limit the numbers of horses at his disposal - so that 
his military power does not go to his head. 
• The king must limit his number of wives - so that passion will not 
sweep him off his feet, leading him to make wrong decisions. 
• The king carries a Torah everywhere - to recognize that he is not 
above the law. 

The above rules ensure that the king, though a leader of the people, is 
still subservient and a subject of Hashem. In the end, it is Hashem who 
is the true King - מלך מלכי המלכים - the King of Kings.  

This may explain the seemingly-odd rule that the king cannot return 
the people to Egypt. Egypt is the place where the Pharaohs insisted 
that they were gods. Upon leaving Egypt, Bnei Yisrael committed 
themselves to the principle that no one, even their leader, even their 
king, is G-d. 

The king of Israel is Hashem’s designated mortal leader who will lead 
the people by - and only by - the laws and principles of the Torah. The 
king is the most powerful man in the land. He is the decision-maker 
and he may be influenced to abuse his decision-making in an immoral, 
unscrupulous and corrupt way. The king’s moral compass will keep him 
in check.  

The Torah’s assertion that the king is not above the law seemingly 
set the tone in a historical sense for leadership throughout the ages. 
The Magna Carta, signed by King John in June 1215, was a document 
guaranteeing English political liberties. It was the first document to put 
into writing the principle that the king and his government were not 
above the law. It sought to prevent the king from exploiting his power 
and placed limits of royal authority by establishing law as a power in 
itself. Limiting the king’s power to govern not only according the letter 
of the law, challenges his moral compass. In the end, the king’s sense 
of what is right and wrong within the laws of the land will define his 
leadership.  

And now… back to my iPhone dilemma:  

From a moral point of view, it is probably wrong to hit the I am not 
driving button while driving. Yes, it is lying to an inanimate object, 
but in a deeper sense, it is a dishonesty of sorts. Is it worth risking a 
mechanical - albeit questionable - transgression by lying to an iPhone 
in traffic, when the bigger moral compass picture may portray what 
will happen when I go upstairs after 120 years, and I am told that there 
is a small blot on my record because I hit the I am not driving button 
on the corner of Fleet and Decarie on a day in late August 2022? This is 
certainly, a thought to consider during Chodesh Elul… 

Totally off topic - but equally important! I want to welcome our new 
Rabbi Zolly Claman, his wife Penina and their family to TBDJ and to 
wish them הצלחה רבה in their new home and community!   

On topic… If Rabbi Claman calls me while I am driving I can answer 
because the I am not driving button doesn’t pop up for incoming calls…
in keeping with the law of the land, however, I must take the call and 
speak through my car’s speaker system and not touch my iPhone.

Shabbat Shalom,

Rev.Amiel

Mark your calendars! Kef Club Season Opener!
Family Apple Picking at Verge Labonte Orchard

for Kef Club kids and their parents!
Sunday, Sept. 18, 8:30am-12:30pm
$15/child 5-13; $20/adult or teen

Under 5 = free!  
Transportation and bag for apples included!
Register now at www.tbdj.org/KCapples5782


