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Jacob David Dahan, Bar Mitzvah

Shabbat Parshat Va’yeira
Haftara: Melachim Bet 4:1 - 4:37
Friday, October 22
4:51pm
5:39pm
5:40pm
5:58pm

Plag Hamincha
Candle Lighting
Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat and 		
Maariv - Main Sanctuary & Tent
Sh’kiah

Shabbat, October 23 / 17 Marcheshvan
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
10:00am
4:00pm
4:40pm
4:50pm
5:35pm
5:56pm
6:41pm
7:10pm

Shacharit - Upper Social Hall & Tent
Shacharit - Main Sanctuary
Sof Zman K’riyat Shma
Kef Club for Kids - Lower Level
Snif Bnei Akiva group leaves for 		
BIBA - back at TBDJ by 6:00pm
Daf Yomi - Upper Social Hall
Plag Hamincha
Mincha - Sanctuary & Tent
(with Seudah Shleesheet in Tent)
Sh’kiah
Havdala
Musical Havdala on Facebook 		
with Rev. Amiel Bender

SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK
Mincha is at 5:35pm Sunday to Thursday
Shacharit
8:00am & 9:00am on Sunday
6:50am & 8:00am on Mon & Thu
7:00am & 8:00am on Tue, Wed & Fri
Candle Lighting is at 5:28pm
Mincha is at 5:30pm
on Friday, October 29
For our full schedule,
go to tbdj.org/calendar

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Jacob Dahan on becoming a Bar Mitzvah. Proud parents are Leah &
Michael Dahan. Sharing in their simcha are Jacob’s siblings Yehuda, Daniel, Ariella
and Rebecca, his grandparents Lori & Ronald Litvin, Barbara Rissman & William Picker
and many delighted aunts, uncles and cousins. Lovingly remembered at this time is
Jacob’s grandfather Simon Dahan z”l.
Mazal Tov to Elizabeth & Meir Israel and their families on the birth of granddaughter
Rose Emmanuelle (Shoshana Noa) Israel on Tuesday, October 12 in New York. Proud
parents are Lauren & Daniel Israel. Sharing in their simcha are Rose’s sister Millie, her
maternal grandmother Sarah Weintraub, her great grandparents Maryse Feingold and
Rachel & Vidal Israel, her great great grandmother Rosa Israel and many delighted
aunts, uncles and cousins. Lovingly remembered at this time are Rose’s grandfather
Peter Weintraub z”l and her great grandfather Henry Feingold z”l.
Mazal Tov to the following TBDJ members who have been selected to receive a 2021
Jewish Leadership Recognition Award from Federation CJA: Elisheva Eisenberg, Susan
Laxer, Daniel Lieberman, Dean Mendel and Yair Meyers.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS
Rabbi Freundlich’s drashot on Shabbat are sponsored by Rohna Sonnenschein
Grunstein and her family in memory of her beloved father Joseph Sonnenschein z”l
(Yosef Chaim ben Shlomo Zalman v’Etta Malka - 15 Marcheshvan).
This Shabbat Bulletin is sponsored by Dorothy, Steve and Sean Howard in memory
of their beloved mother, mother-in-law and grandmother Anna Zalcman z”l (Chana
Lieba bat Shlomo HaCohen v’Devorah - 21 Marcheshvan).

UPCOMING SHIURIM, PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
Saturday 10/23 at 7:10pm		
Monday 10/25 at 10:00am		
Tuesday 10/26 at 12:00pm
Wednesday 10/27 at 12:15pm
Thursday 10/28 at 12:30pm
Sunday 10/31 at 11:00am
Monday, 11/01 at 7:45pm

Musical Havdala on Facebook with Rev. Bender
Tehilim Class with Rifki Freundlich (Zoom)
Lunchtime Halacha Shiur with the Rabbi (Zoom)
Lunch & Learn Parsha Shiur with the Rabbi (Zoom)
Parsha Shiur for Women with Rifki Freundlich -		
Live in the TBDJ Library (and on Zoom)
A Little Bit of Bread and a Change of Clothes - Special
Shiur with Rabbi Freundlich - Main Sanctuary and on
Zoom - see ad on page 3
Jewish History Lecture with Rabbi Freundlich - 		
Upper Social Hall and on Zoom

Monday Nights at 7:45pm with Rabbi Freundlich
STARTS MONDAY, NOV. 1 b LIVE AT TBDJ

MODERN PART II
JEWISH
HISTORY

FROM WORLD WAR I
TO THE DECLARATION
OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

A SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM REVEREND AMIEL BENDER

A Place for Prayer
In its tractate of Brachot 6b, the Talmud teaches:
Whence do we learn that our father Abraham
fixed a place for his prayer? For it is written:
וישכם אברהם בבוקר אל המקום אשר עמד שם את פני ה׳
Avraham arose early in the morning to the place
where he had stood.
Breisheet 19:27
Quoting the Biur Avraham, the Malbim teaches that Avraham
Avinu arose early to go to his permanent and specific place
of prayer. The Pninei Halacha discusses the importance of
establishing a place of prayer in the synagogue: According to most
poskim - halachic authorities - even within the synagogue, every
person must designate a permanent place to pray (Shulchan
Aruch 90:19). The primary importance of establishing a place to
pray pertains to the recital of the Amidah prayer (Ben Ish Chai,
Miketz 4). “…when every person has his own chair, l’chatchilah primarily - it is best to sit specifically in one’s regular seat and to
pray the Amidah near it.”
The Pninei Halacha goes on to stress the importance of the
specific seat, the place of prayer in the synagogue: Sometimes a
guest sits in the seat of one who prays in the synagogue regularly.
If there is no reason to suspect that the guest will be insulted,
he may be asked to move to another seat. However, if there is
a chance he may be hurt, it is better to sit elsewhere instead
of possibly humiliating him. Ideally, the gabba’im (synagogue
coordinators) should greet the guests and find them seats.
The Pninei Halacha explains that the importance of having
a specific place of prayer is applicable upon praying in any
synagogue: The mitzvah to establish a set place to pray does not
obligate a Jew to live his whole life in the same location in order
to continue praying in his designated seat. Rather, if a person
needs to move to another home, or thinks he may be able to
pray with more kavanah - intent - in a different synagogue, he
should change his place of prayer, and choose a new regular
seat for himself.
When is it permissible to vacate your permanent place of
prayer in shul? If, while one is praying in his regular seat, his
concentration is disrupted by children playing nearby, it is
preferable to switch to a different seat for the duration of that
prayer service. (Aruch Hashulchan 90:22; Kaf HaChaim 118)
What is so significant and important, we may ask, about
designating our personal and specific place of prayer within the
shul? Isn’t it enough that we are permanently praying within our
hallowed shul building? The Pninei Halacha offers the following
insight: The designation of a place of prayer expresses the
complete connection that we have with G-d. Everything else in
the world can change, but one’s connection to G-d is the most
permanent and stable reality and should therefore transpire
at a fixed place. … Men fulfill this mitzvah by establishing a set
place to pray in the synagogue (S.A. 90:19). A permanent place
in prayer is our place of connection and stability in prayer. It
defines and reflects our permanent connection to Hashem on an
individual level.

Through the pandemic lockdown we learned a valuable lesson
about the significance of our place of prayer in our shul. We
learned that offering prayers in alternate places outside the shul
took us out of our prayer comfort zones - which, for many, affected
the quality and intensity of their prayers and prayer practices.
It was comforting when we finally were allowed to return to
the Main Sanctuary, albeit with certain health restrictions and
capacity limits. We were afforded the opportunity to reclaim our
permanent places, our permanent seats in shul. It’s noteworthy
that our regulars drifted to permanent places of prayer even
in the tent and the Upper Social Hall - our pandemic-imposed
alternate places of prayer.
I personally found that, even while locked out of TBDJ during
the more severe Covid-19 periods of the past eighteen months,
permanence in my place of prayer was consistent across my
various prayer locations: The tent, the upstairs Social Hall, the
set place in my dining room when I “Zoomed” in on minyanim
across the eastern seaboard, davening at the railing at the top of
the stairs outside the main doors of the shul and more.
Beyond serving as a place of connection and stability in prayer,
a permanent place in shul is the place that you want to keep
coming back to. You become a part of the place and the place
becomes a part of you. Davening in another place just isn’t the
same. This is a designated place of holiness, your special place
of prayer. When we approach Hashem in prayer we understand
and realize that our permanent and special place uplifts our
praying experience and this designated permanent seating
place where we connect with our Creator becomes our comfort
zone in prayer.
Praying to Hashem in a permanent and designated place means
that we are following our Patriarch Avraham Avinu’s example in
his practice in prayer. We are approaching Hashem in the same
way the first Jew did when our religion was established. What a
beautiful tradition to follow!
We all know that when we feel comfortable in a certain place,
that place enhances the significance of anything we experience
there. Even as our world is gradually opening up and tentatively
working towards life after the pandemic, we are not yet back
in our daily chapel and are still davening the morning service
of Shacharit in the Main Sanctuary. Even though we are slowly
returning to our pre-Covid places of prayer, I also feel a certain
nostalgia for the davening places I established at the heights of
the pandemic. Because of that nostalgia, I sometimes take a
few moments to daven by the railing outside - in the place that
I fondly remember, the place that became my comfort zone, the
place of my tefillah and connection with Hashem during those
city-wide pandemic lockdowns.
Shabbat Shalom,

Rev.Amiel

Sunday, October 31, 2021
Marcheshvan 25
at 11:00am
Special Shiur with Rabbi Freundlich
in the TBDJ Sanctuary
and on Zoom

וּבגֶד לִל ְֽב ֹּשׁ
ֶ ֥ לחֶם לֶא ֱ֖כ ֹל
ֶ ֛ לי
ִ ֥ ו ְ ֽ ָנתַ ן־
“A LITTLE BIT OF BREAD AND A CHANGE OF CLOTHES”

Is That Really Too Much To Ask?
A Deeper Look at Yaakov’s Request, the Nature of Hospitality,
and the Sanctity of the Kohanim
A shiur to commemorate the yarzheit of

Osher Goodman
אשר בן שלום הכהן ז“ל
Father and Father-in-law of Rachel & Judah Aspler
Sponsored by the Aspler, Goodman, and Wenner Families

NEW!
Visit you favourite podcast app
and subscribe!

In addition to weekly classes, The
Journey Podcast hosts three new
series:
Posted every Saturday night a recap of the Shabbat morning
drasha. Last week’s inaugural
Shabbat of Aliya sermon
is available now.
Posted every Thursday night Jewish Wisdom, Three Minutes at a
Time. This week’s podcast,
Misplaced Anger, is available now.
A weekly series on parenting coming soon!

MONDAY NIGHT
LECTURE SERIES
STARTING MONDAY NOV. 1

MODERN
JEWISH
HISTORY
PART II
FROM WORLD WAR I
TO THE DECLARATION
OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

with
Rabbi Yechezkel Freundlich
Mondays at 7:45pm
LIVE IN TBDJ SOCIAL HALL
and available on Zoom

THE SERIES WILL COVER THE FOLLOWING TOPICS AND MORE!
BR I T I SH MAN DAT E OV E R PAL E ST INE
TH E T H I RD AL I YAH
JE W I SH E U R OPE B E T W E E N T H E WA RS
TH E R I SE OF H I T L E R יש”ו

AM ERIC A N JE WRY BEFORE WORL D WA R II
THE HOLOC AUS T A ND
THE D ES TRUC TION OF EUROPEA N JE W RY
POS T-WA R PRE- S TATE PA LES TINE
D EC L A R ATION OF THE S TATE OF IS R A EL
WA R OF IND EPENDA NC E

