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Guide for the Perplexed pa1t 2 chapter 42 

This important principle was adopted by one of our Sages, one of the most 
distinguished among them, R. I:Iiya the Great (Bereshit Rabba, xlviii.), in the 
exposition of the Scriptural passage commencing, "And the Lord appeared 
unto him in the plain of Mamre" (Gen. xviii.). The general statement that the 
Lord appeared to Abraham is followed by the description in what manner that 
appearance of the Lord took place; namely, Abraham saw first three men; he 
ran and spoke to them. R. Hiya, the author of the explanation, holds that the 
words of Abraham, "My Lord, if now I have found grace in thy sight, do not, I 
pray thee, pass from thy servant," were spoken by him in a prophetic vision to 
one of the men; for he says that Abraham addressed these words to the chief of 
these men. Note this well, for it is one of the great mysteries [ of the Law]. The 
same, I hold, is the case when it is said in reference to Jacob, "And a man 
wrestled with him" (Gen. 32:25); this took place in a prophetic vision, since it is 
expressly stated in the end (ver. 31) that it was an angel. The circumstances 
are here exactly the same as those in the vision of Abraham, where the general 
statement, "And the Lord appeared to him," etc., is followed by a detailed 
description. Similarly the account of the vision of Jacob begins, "And the 
angels of God met him" (Gen. 32:2); then follows a detailed description how it 
came to pass that they met him; namely, Jacob sent messengers, and after 
having prepared and done certain things, "he was left alone," etc., "and a man 
wrestled with him" (ibid. ver. 24). By this term "man" [one of] the angels of 
God is meant, mentioned in the phrase, "And angels of God met him"; the 
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