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Guide for the Perplexed part 2 chapter 42

This important principle was adopted by one of our Sages, one of the most
distinguished among them, R. Hiya the Great (Bereshit Rabba, xlIviii.), in the
exposition of the Scriptural passage commencing, "And the Lord appeared
unto him in the plain of Mamre" (Gen. xviii.). The general statement that the
Lord appeared to Abraham is followed by the description in what manner that
appearance of the Lord took place; namely, Abraham saw first three men; he
ran and spoke to them. R. Hiya, the author of the explanation, holds that the
words of Abraham, "My Lord, if now I have found grace in thy sight, do not, I
pray thee, pass from thy servant," were spoken by him in a prophetic vision to
one of the men; for he says that Abraham addressed these words to the chief of
these men. Note this well, for it is one of the great mysteries [of the Law]. The
same, I hold, is the case when it is said in reference to Jacob, "And a man
wrestled with him" (Gen. a2:25); this took place in a prophetic vision, since it is
expressly stated in the end (ver. 31) that it was an angel. The circumstances
are here exactly the same as those in the vision of Abraham, where the general
statement, "And the Lord appeared to him," etc., is followed by a detailed
description. Similarly the account of the vision of Jacob begins, "And the
angels of God met him" (Gen. 32:2); then follows a detailed description how it
came to pass that they met him; namely, Jacob sent messengers, and after
having prepared and done certain things, "he was left alone," etc., "and a man
wrestled with him" (ibid. ver. 24). By this term "man" [one of] the angels of
God is meant, mentioned in the phrase, "And angels of God met him"; the
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wrestling and speaking was entirely a prophetic vision. That which happened
to Balaam on the way, and the speaking of the ass, took place in a prophetic
vision, since further on, in the same account, an angel of God is introduced as
speaking to Balaam.
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Know that Abraham our father unintentionally committed a great sin by
bringing his righteous wife to a stumbling-block of sin on account of his
fear for his life. He should have trusted that God would save him and his
wife and all his belongings, for God surely has the power to help and to
save. His leaving the Land concerning which he had been commanded from
the beginning, on account of the famine, was also a sin he committed, for in
famine God would redeem him from death. It was because of this deed that
the exile in the land of Egypt at the hand of Pharaoh was decreed for his
children.
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Our mother [Sarah] transgressed by this affliction, as did Abraham by
allowing her to do so. So God heard her [Hagar’s] affliction and gave her a
son who would be a wild ass of a man to afflict the seed of Abraham and
Sarah with all kinds of affliction.
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And He placed over each and every people in their lands according to their nations a star and a specific
constellation, as is known in astrology. And behold the honored God is the God (Power) of powers and
the Master of masters of the whole universe, but upon the land of Israel—the center of the [world’s]
habitation, the inheritance of God [that is] unique to His name—He did not place a captain, officer or
ruler from the angels, in His giving it as an inheritance to his nation that unifies His name—the seed of
His beloved one.

22.

1. DT\.‘.\N nx e m-r‘:x-n— GOD TESTED ABRAHAM.

[The idea of God putting a man to a test is a difficult concept. Surely God knows the extent of a
person’s righteousness without having to resort to testing him!* Ramban explains:]
nyTy Kt jeaa 1y — The following is, in my opinion, how we should understand the matter of
God subjecting a person to a test: 113 nubnm mwn DRI Ay NN MaYa — Whereas a person’s
actions are completely within his own control, nty &% nyy &Y ox) Ny Ny ox - ie, if he
wants to do a certain act, he will do it, and if he does not want to do it, he will not, ") X9
nounia ¥n — [God’s command to a particular person] is called a “test” from the point of view
of the tested party. bying bx mai 1 n370 Keyinh 2 my a0 neana Yax — But the Tester,
Blessed be He, commands [the tested party] to perform a certain act in order to bring forth the
matter of that person’s righteousness from the potential to the actual, 2iv fiyyn 73w 1 nivnd
72%2 2iv 2% "o XY — so that he should have the reward of having done a good deed, and not
only the reward of having had a good heart.

[Since man’s actions are completely optional for him, there is a chance that an individual might
fail a test to which he is subjected. Why would God want that person tested, then, if it might prove
detrimental to him? Ramban explains:]

"I321 pray o~ 13 v — You should know that “Hasaem examines only the righteous man” (Psalms
11:5).  iprayad yom vy npyw praxa yiiv Xinwas — When He knows about a righteous person
that he will fulfill His will, and He wants to grant him merit, g2 inix iy — He commands
him to do some difficult act as a test. WY XS Wwx myw ns 1021 85 - He does not, however,
examine the wicked, who would not listen to Him.  fopiz naivh minaw niavoza b3 nam — Thus,
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Since the essence of all of the commandments are for those who are dwelling in the Land of the Lord. |
And therefore they said in Sifrei “”And you shall possess it and you shall dwell in it. And you will guard to
keep.”—Dwelling in the Land of Israel is equal to all of the [other] commandments in the Torah.”
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And know that the days that are mentioned in the act of creation were, in the
creation of the heavens and the earth, real days - composed of hours and
minutes - and they were six like the six days of the [week], like the simple
understanding of the verse. And in the inner [understanding] of the matter,
the spheres (sfirot) that are emanated from the Most High are called 'days,’
since any proclamation that brings existence is called a 'day.' And there were
six, 'because to the Lord is greatness and strength.' And the proclamations
were ten, since the name 'day’ does not apply to the first ones. And the
explanation of the order of the verses in this [way] is elevated and hidden, and
our knowledge of it is less than a drop in the Great Sea.
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[in Scripture] with reference to Adam and Eve: Cursed is the ground
for thy sake; *® Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; 5" In the
sweat of thy face [shall thou eat bread]; for dust thou art, [and unto
dust shalt thou return].®® Similarly, with regard to the woman, it
states, In pain thou shalt bring forth children.®® All of these
[punishments] are still in effect today. Thus, all [punishments] that
are observable and perceivable have not been atoned for in the era of
your deliverer but you assert that the [affliction of] Gehenna, which is
not [among the punishments] enumerated there [in Scripture], is
forgiven. [You make this assertion] because there is no one to
contradict you. Send one of you,®® and let him come and tell [us
whether Gehenna still exists or not]. Moreover, Far be it from G-d,
[that He should do wickedness].®' The righteous are not doomed [to
suffer] the punishment of Gehenna because of the sin of the first man,
their ancestor. My soul has the same identical affinity to the soul of my
father as it does to that of Pharaoh, but my soul will not enter
Gehenna because of Pharaoh’s sinl The punishments [for the first
man’s sin] relate only to the body, because my body comes from my
father and my mother. When [eventual death] was decreed for both
[Adam and Eve] and they became mortal, all their descendants
became subject to mortality in a natural way.”

16 [Fray Pul] then stood up and declared, “I will bring further
proof that the time for [the advent of] the Messiah has passed.”

47 I'said, “My lord king, bear with me [a while]. The essence of our
judgment, truth, and statute does not depend upon the Messiah. [For
the purpose of fulfilling the commandments of the Torah], you are
more beneficial to me than the Messiah. You are king, and he is king.
You are a gentile king, and he is a Jewish king, for the Messiah is but a

(56) Genesis 3:17. (57) Ibid., Verse 18. (58) Ibid., Verse 19. (59) Ibid.,
Verse 16. (60) Ibid., Verse 42:16. (61) Job 34:10.
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king of flesh and blood like you. When I worship my Creator in your
dominion, exiled [from my homeland] suffering and under
subjugation, the shame of the nations®* who taunt me always,® my
reward is abundant, for I bring a whole-offering to G-d from my
physical being. Because of that, I shall increasingly merit life in the
World to Come. However, when a king of Israel, [a monarch] of my
faith, will rule over all the nations and I will have no choice but to
abide by the law of the Jews, my reward will not be as abundant.
Nevertheless, the vital conflict and difference between the Jews and
the Christians concerns your contention about the principle of G-d, [a
suggestion] which is extremely unpalatable to the mind. All of your
life, you, our lord king, a Christian son of a Christian father and
mother, have heard priests, monks, and preachers speaking of the
Nazarene’s birth. They have filled your mind and the marrow of your
bones with this thing, and it comes to you [now] out of habit. Yet,
what you believe —and it is the root of your faith —is not acceptable to
the [rational] mind. Nature does not work that way, and the prophets
never said so. Furthermore, a miracle cannot disseminate itself in that
way, as I shall explain® with valid proofs in its place and in its time.
The mind of any Jew or any man will not permit him to believe that
the Creator of heaven and earth [and all that is therein] would pass
through the womb of a Jewish woman, to develop there for seven
months, % [at which point] an infant was born, [who supposedly is G-d]
and who afterwards grew up and later was turned over into the hands
of his enemies, who judged him, condemned him to death, and killed
him. You then claim, finally, that he became alive and returned to his
former state [of divinity]! You voice your opinion in vain and to no

(62) Ezekiel 36:16. See in “The Book of Redemption,” end of the Second Gate,
where Ramban restates the same thought. (63) See Psalms 102:9. (64) Ramban
must be referring to the preceding clause, “and the prophets never said so,” which is
fully explained in his commentary on the Scriptural passage which commences with,
Behold, My servant shall prosper. See Kithvei Haramban, Vol. I, pp. 322-
326. (65) Another version: “for nine months.”
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purpose, for this is the root of the controversy between us!
Nevertheless, we shall also speak about the Messiah [an issue secondary
to the principal point of contention, as I explained], in accordance

with your wish.

48 Fray Pul inquired, “Do you [yourself] believe that he has

already come?”

49 I answered, “No, I believe and know, rather, that he has not
come. Besides the Nazarene, there has never been a person in the
world who himself said or of whom it was said that he is Messiah. It is
impossible for me ‘to accept that he is the Messiah, for the
prophet has said of the Messiah, He will have dominion from sea to
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.®® The Nazarene
though, had no dominion. During his life, he was persecuted by his
enemies and was in hiding from them. In the end, he fell into their
hands and was not [even] able to help himself. How [then] could he
help Israel? Even after his death, he had no dominion, for the might of
Rome was not due to him. On the contrary, before [the Romans]
believed in him, the city of Rome ruled over the greatest part of the
world, but after they adopted his religion, they lost many kingdoms.

At present, the worshippers of Mohammed have more [dominion and]

power than [the Christians]. Similarly, the prophet states thag in the
time of the Messiah, They shall teach no more every mar. his neighbor,
and every man his brother, saying: Know the Eternal, for theyshall all
Enow Me, etc.®” It is further stated, For the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Eternal, as the waters cover the sea,® and it is also
said, And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lft up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.%® From the days of the

(66) Psalms 72:8. In other words, though the Nazarene was the only person until
Ramban's time who ever claimed to be the Messiah, he never fulfilled the Messianic
prophecies of the Scriptures, as Ramban continues. (67) Jeremiah 31:33.

(68) Isaiah 11:9. (69) Jbid., 2:4.
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Nazarene until now, the entire world has been full of violence and
robbery. [Indeed], the Christians spill more blood than the rest of the
nations, and they also lead immoral lives. How difficult it would be for
you, my lord king, and these your knights if they would
neither . . . learn war any more! The prophet further said about the
Messiah, And he shall smite the land with the rod of his mouth.” [The
Rabbis] in the book of Hagadah which Fray Pul is holding explain it
[as follows]: People will say to King Messiah, ‘That country has
rebelled against you.” He will declare, ‘Let the locust come and lay it
waste.' They will say to him, ‘That district has rebelled against you.'
He will say, ‘Let [a horde of] mixed beasts come and destroy it.” This
did not occur with the Nazarene. As for you, his servants, [despite your
avowals of belief in the Nazarene’s elimination of war], you [still]
consider it advantageous to have [weapons and] mail-covered steeds.
Yet, at times, all this availeth nothing™ for you. I will yet bring you
many proofs from the words of the prophets.”

50 [Fray Pul] cried out, “It is his constant habit to deliver such long-
winded speeches. Nevertheless, I have a question to ask.”

ol The king instructed me: “Be silent. He is the one who is asking.”
Thus, I was silent.

52 [Fray Pul] said, “Your Sages say that the Messiah is honored
above the angels, and this can only refer to the Nazarene, who is the
deliverer and the deity.” He brought proof from [the Rabbis’]
statement in the Hagadah: 72 “He shall be exalted and lifted up, and
shall be very high.%® He shall be exalted above Abraham; and lifted up
above Moses; and shall be very high above the ministering angels.”

(70) Ibid., 11:4. (71) Esther 5:13. In other words, even though you insist that
the Nazarene has brought an end to evil, there is still suffering, war, and death
pervading the world, and you are powerless before them. (72) Yalkuth Isaiah 476.
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