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How have you been involved in the shul past and present?  
I served on the Board for the past two years, participating in the Yamim 
Noraim Planning Committee and creating both the new online and hard 
cover shul directories. 
 
How will you be an asset for the Board?  
Being a leader has always been important to me. Upon moving to Teaneck, I 
served for two years on the board of Congregation Ahavat Shalom, the shul 
of the Teaneck apartments, first as head of the Ritual Committee and then as 
Treasurer. I had the pleasure of serving on the Board of Shaare Tefillah these 
past two years and have seen how the successful operation of a shul 
requires dedication and a strong work ethic. I believe I bring both of these 
traits to the Board. and it is this, along with a desire to see the shul and the 
greater community grow, that inspires me to want to be the next president of the shul. I believe that in order 
to be a good leader, one must be willing to listen carefully to the people s/he is serving and always be sure 
that the community’s interests are first and foremost above one’s self. One must also be willing to get their 
hands dirty and be willing to do what is necessary, no matter how small the details may be. I always have 
prided myself as being a good listener, as someone who is even tempered, and as someone who is always 
willing to work hard, both in my personal and professional life. I will use all of these skills as your president 
and will ensure that all the work needed to enhance our community in these trying times is seen through to 
completion.  
 
What challenges do you see ahead for the shul and how will you help face them? 
Over the past year, our community, along with the rest of the world. has had to deal with the dangers of a 
pandemic that has changed everything in our lives. It has changed the way we work, how we educate our 
children, how we communicate with each other, and, of course, how we come together to daven as a Kehilla. 
There are some who may think that being part of a shul community may not be important right now, 
especially if we are unable to come together as we have in the past. I will argue that now is the most 
important time to be part of a shul and get involved, as I believe that shul always will be the center of our 
religious lives, and it is important to ensure that as a community, we are working together not just to 
preserve, but also to enhance our bonds with each other. Our immediate challenge is to keep the shul open 
and available for use for the duration of the pandemic and to ensure that all members have an opportunity to 
stay connected to the shul, regardless of whether one chooses to daven indoors, outdoors or at home. It is 
important that we plan programming that will keep both adults and children wanting to be involved and 
feeling like a part of the community while we continue to social distance. I believe that in doing so, we will be 
able to come out of this pandemic as a stronger community, having built stronger bonds with each other, and 
be the community of choice for families looking to move to Teaneck and the greater North Jersey area. 
Additionally, we must continue to make smart spending decisions in order to maintain good financial health. 
 I have witnessed firsthand, the tremendous chesed this shul brings to the community. The shul and the 
community welcomed my family and me with open arms and have always been there for us in times of good 
and bad. In becoming your president, I want to give back to the community and make sure Shaare Tefillah can 
continue to be an incredible example of chesed and achdut. I look forward to collaborating with the board and 
the membership to ensure we maintain our status as one of the most welcoming shuls in Bergen County.  
 


