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SKYLAKE COVID 19 - REOPENING PROTOCOLS 

Dear community,

It’s been a very long time since we had a shul experience. Several months have passed by and 
as much as we tried to reach out through all the digital platforms, there is no replacement for 
being in the synagogue, praying and coming together as a community.

As per the current, less restricted guidelines proposed by the CDC and the slow but steady 
transition back to normalcy as well as specific instructions proposed by the health department 
allowing houses of worship to resume prayers and activities, we have decided to open the shul 
starting Friday, June 5, beezrat HaShem! in a limited fashion and subject to strict regulations.

We will follow the recommendations by the CDC as well as those of local authorities. Amongst 
other things, the guidelines will include limited capacity in all shul activities, social distancing 
and strict hygiene and sanitary measures. We request that everyone adhere to these rules until 
we are able to gradually ease off these restrictive measures.

No exceptions will be accepted, it is for the safety of our community, the city and the state.
We will limit exposure to people with higher risk due to preexisting medical conditions.
Initial functions are to be limited to daily minyanim and Shabbat services. We will Avoid sharing 
the facilities for other purposes / organizations.

Please take the time to carefully read the list of guidelines which will take effect from our 
opening date going forward until further notice:

1. These rules shall apply during our opening Kabbalat Shabbat, June 5. night and continue 
until further notice. They will be subject to change and revision in the future based on advice 
from the CDC and doctors, etc.

2. We have created task force comprising of members of our community to ensure
organization and compliance with these rules and regulations.

3. The Facility will be disinfected appropriately after every service or function. 
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4. Attendance:
a. Any member, especially over 65, will attend at their sole discretion. Do not attend services if 
your sick, running a fever, experiencing respiratory symptoms, muscle pain, headaches, loss of 
smell or if you have tested positive for COVID-19 at any point.
b. Unfortunately, until further notice children under the age of 12 will not be permitted to enter 
the premises.
c. Children 12 or over must be seated in the closest seat next to their parents.
d. No children can attend the Shul without parents arriving with them. No children will be 
permitted to be present in common areas or outside the Shul.
e. No one that has traveled within 14 days prior will be permitted to enter.

HEALTH HYGIENE PRACTICES

5. Protective Gear: All Shul staff, security and congregants will be required to wear masks in 
the Shul. Congregants should arrive to the Shul with a mask. Congregants will remain with their 
mask on during services. The Hazzan will remove mask during prayers, Rabbi will remove mask 
during speech, announcements, etc.

6. Hand sanitizing: Washing hands for 20 seconds with anti-bacterial soap before entering the 
sanctuary is mandatory.

7. Temperature Checks: Our security team will utilize wireless gun thermometers to check 
temperatures of the congregants. This will be done in a way that avoid formation of lines of 
people. 

8. Siddurim: Siddurim are to be brought by each member if possible. In any siddurim are 
needed, Skylake Synagogue will provide them. At the conclusion of services the siddurim 
provided by the shul will be placed in a closed container with a dated label, and will be 
disinfected and not be re-used again for at least 72 hours.

9. Kippot and Talits: Bring your own. If Kippot or Talits are needed, Skylake Synagogue will 
provide them. At the conclusion of services they will be handled in a similar fashion as the 
siddurim.

8. Food/Drinks: No food or water is allowed in the Shul building, as well as no candies for the 
children. Access to water fountains will be completely restricted from use and will be turned off. 
There will be no breakfast or Kiddush following services.

10. Kitchen: Closed and off limits to all. 

11. Personal items: Keep all your personal belongings in your pockets on premises.
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CAPACITY AND SOCIAL DISTANCING

a. The beit midrash is off limits until further notice. It will be sealed off. No entry is allowed.

b. Size of gatherings will be limited with specific guidelines for each circumstance, In general 
the main sanctuary will not exceed 25% of normal capacity based on the number of seats. Once 
capacity is reached no one will be permitted to enter.

c. The seating should be set up with the 6 feet-distancing in mind.

d. The interior doors of the main sanctuary will remain open with use of doorstops or similar 
devices, to avoid touching doorknobs or door handles.

e. Doors leading to exterior or emergency egress doors typically have push-bars on them, so 
turn around and back into those doors in order to open them, thus avoiding use of hands.

f. At the conclusion of the tefilot there should be no loitering or gathering; congregants should 
disperse in accordance with the 6-foot distancing guidelines. Avoid personal contact, no 
gathering in the entrance, hallways, patio, gardens or the street.

g.  No shaking of hands or cordial kissing, or fist-tapping, etc.

h. The sanctuary will be cleaned and sanitized after each service.

i. Chairs are to be separated accordingly, it is recommended to have members utilizing the 
same chair whenever possible.

j. Outdoor services are to be considered at some times if applicable.

k. Consider avoid singing minimizing transmission.

l. No children program will be offered for now. Hebrew School will not resume yet as well as no 
summer camp activities are to be held. Social hall will not be rented until further notice.

m. Community Closet activities will be resumed at a limit of 1 person at a time for both clothes 
drop off and purchases

n. Appointments with Rabbi Yeshurun will be given in an orderly fashion with appropriate 
scheduling. Show ups in regular terms will not be permitted.
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Portions of the Tefilah that Require Social Distancing:

a. Opening the Aron HaKodesh: Only congregant/s assigned by called by the gabbai will be 
present ay the Aron Kodesh area. If two or more people need to be present social distancing will 
be maintained.  All congregants will remain standing by their seats. There will be no touching or 
kissing the Sefer Torah. Whoever is honored with carrying the Sefer Torah will wear gloves.

b. Torah Reading: Only Rabbi will stay on the Bima area. Gabbai and Oleh will stay outside 
Bima for Mi Sheberach. Special halachic instructions will be given for the Aliyot. 

c. Mourner’s Kaddish: This will be said from each congregant’s seat (as opposed to gathering 
in the center of the sanctuary).

d. Collection of Tzedaka: Tzedaka will be collected by one person from each member’s seat 
(without each congregant walking to the Tzedaka box).

If any member has any questions or comments in this regards, please do not hesitate to contact 
us. We thank you all in advance for cooperating with us look forward to a successful re-opening.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Sincerely,

Eduardo Nicolaievsky
Rabbi Ariel Yeshurun
Board of Directors


