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The ACT Jewish Community is celebrating its 64 th anniversary this year.
We are a pluralistic, member-run community consisting of Orthodox and Progressive and Secular Jews. We
offer educational, religious, social and practical Assistance and Services for all ages, including a playgroup
for very young children, a Sunday School (Cheder) for children and teens, Bar and Bat Mitzvah classes, youth
groups, social events for young adults, Hebrew and Talmud classes for adults of all ages, prayer services,
arranging kosher food in Canberra including supermarkets, Jewish Care (practical assistance, prison and
hospital visits), guest lectures, Shabbat and Jewish festival celebrations, end-of-life support including tahara,
and more. We look forward to seeing you at the Centre and at our functions, and welcoming you into our
community of friends.

FRONT COVER: ARK OF ACT JEWISH COMMUNITY. Photo by Adele Rosalky
The Parochet is a gift of the Israel Government presented in 1971 for the opening of the National Jewish Memorial Centre. The Bimah
desk cover was handmade by Adele Rosalky in 2009 and has the following inscription embroidered under the left handside of the cover:
"Created and donated by Adele Rosalky for the fiftieth anniversary of the BarMitzvah of David Rosalky 22 Iyar 5769 16 May 2009.
Adele's presentation titled; 'The Fabric of Jewish Life' was delivered at Limmud Shavuot on 22-25 May, 2015. More on the presentation
can be found in this edition of HamerKaz on page 38. Her presentation revealed her deep interest in Jewish religious textiles.

Please remember that the views expressed in Hamerkaz by individual authors do not necessarily reflect the views or policy of the ACT
Jewish Community.
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Editor’s Page
All voices have a place and we celebrate our diversity
while remaining a strong, vibrant Jewish community.
Working together we will become even stronger and enjoy
life within the ACT Jewish Community in this amazing
city of Canberra.
Welcome to our new look and new format
Hamerkaz. In line with other Jewish
community magazines we have moved to
this newer magazine format. With our
informative and expanded weekly
Grapevine it was time to change our
emphasis, to reflect on community events
between editions of Hamerkaz. In this way
we will be providing a historical record of
life in and around the National Jewish
Memorial Centre, perhaps better known to
you as the ACT Jewish Community. We
would like Hamerkaz to be published
regularly, perhaps quarterly, in March,
June, September and December. Certainly
this year we envisage an edition before
Rosh Hashanah and the final edition for the
year to report on Chanukah and the
Batmitzvah Graduation Ceremony.
I wish to pay tribute to Robert Cussel, our
visionary President and immediate past
editor of Hamerkaz. He worked extremely
hard to bring out a copy of Hamerkaz once

a month, for five years. He was dedicated
to this work and believed in encouraging
local authors. Robert works very hard
behind the scenes in all matters that affect
the well being of our community as do our
Vice President, Yael Cass and our
Treasurer, David Rosalky and the rest of
the Board in their respective capacities.
Like Robert, I believe that a community
magazine needs to reflect its own
particular society. Members, associates and
friends are in the best place to participate,
observe and report on what happens within
the community. As editor, I greatly
appreciate the contributions of local
authors to this edition of Hamerkaz. All
voices have a place and we celebrate our
diversity while remaining a strong, vibrant
Jewish community. Working together we
will become even stronger and enjoy life
within the ACT Jewish Community in this
amazing city of Canberra.

NCJWA members with President Di Hirsh (5th from left)
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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Yvette Goode

Rabbi Alon Meltzer and Rebbetzin Linsay
continue to prove to us that youth and
enthusiasm are wonderful attributes. The
whole experience of Limmud Shavuot
would not have occurred without their
leadership and many talents. While no one
can please all of the people all of the time,
my personal experience of Limmud Shavuot
was rewarding and many others felt this
way as well. This was evident in numerous
short interactions amongst participants
over the weekend.
I also wish to acknowledge and pay tribute
to Vicki Coleman, who recently joined our
community as Office Co-Manager. Vicki
came to us with a wealth of experience in
working for community organisations. Her
technical expertise in handling all kinds of

www.actjc.org.au

NCJWA 60th Anniversary Cocktail Party.
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

materials for publication is just brilliant
and this edition of the new look Hamerkaz
is certainly testimony to that fact. We all
welcome you, Vicki, and hope you will find
working with us very rewarding. No doubt
there will be some challenging times but
together we will work towards building a
better, stronger community in all areas.
In this edition you will find reports from
the Board and some committees, reports
on events such as the special Anne Frank
Exhibition over two months, the Communal
Seder, Anzac Day and the 60th Anniversary
of the National Council of Women Canberra
Section. The days that are so significant to
us, Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Haatzmaut are also included. Then there
were two amazing young men who each
celebrated their B'nei Mitzvah over the
same weekend; Mazel Tov, Ethan GracePlatow and Ilya Weisman.
The popular Lunch and Lecture function
returned with a fascinating talk on 'Working
for Peace Despite the Odds' and finally, the
biggest Jewish learning event ever held in
Canberra, the Limmud Shavuot
extravaganza. This was all in addition to
the regular religious services, adult
education programs, Cheder and the
general business of a dynamic Jewish
community that is growing almost daily. It
seems as though every day is now alive
with activities for a very wide age/interest
range.
This is my 6th year in Canberra. Prior to
moving here I had not been involved with a
Jewish community for a very long time.
Here in Canberra, I have rediscovered what

NCJWA 60th Anniversary Cocktail Party.
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

it is like to belong. This truly remarkable
community has brought me new friends, an
enriched religious outlook, an active social
life and other opportunities that I could
never have imagined, such as being on the
steering committee of the NCJWA Canberra
Section, being asked to serve on the Board
and now, to edit Hamerkaz. If it can
happen to me, it can also happen to you if
you decide to become involved in
communal life. Yes, sometimes it is hard
work but the rewards are much greater, for
all concerned. Like the old saying goes,
“You have to be in it to win it”.
I would have liked more photos for this
edition; however, they were simply not
tendered. Most of us now carry mobile
phones with a camera so the opportunity to
take photos is evident and requires very
little ability, just a desire to document a
moment in time. Photos or pictures really
help to illustrate articles, so you are all
invited to submit items including

photographs to Hamerkaz.
The editorial committee will consider all
items for publication; however, authors
will be contacted if their submissions are
considered unsuitable for publication in the
format in which they are submitted.
Additionally, lengthy items may need to be
abridged, but not without the approval of
the author.
Even if you have never written for a
magazine before, just a short article is the
way to begin and there is help available.
Remember, the next edition needs your
input and will be better with contributions
from a wide section of the Canberra Jewish
community.
I sincerely hope you will enjoy this edition
of Hamerkaz. Happy reading!
Yvette Goode
Editor

CORRECTION NOTICE
The trouble with historians is that they tend to be pedantic. Some small corrections
for the historical record to the kind report on the award of an OAM to Sylvia
Deutsch please, as follows:
I met Andy when we were still students at university, through the Sydney University
Jewish Students’ Union (forerunner of AUJS). (I was then SUJSU publicity officer,
surprise, surprise!) We came to Canberra in December 1983 (not 1980 as reported),
making a total of over 31 years in Canberra. Other ACTC communal involvement has
included Board membership (1986-88), work on the Ben Gurion Garden committee
and serving as convenor of the Library Committee. I was local representative for the
Australian Jewish Genealogical Society from 1993-2003; Vernon Kronenberg has
been the local representative since 2003. Vernon was previously returning officer for
ACTJC elections, and I served as his assistant returning officer. The award of the
NCJWA President’s badge by Rysia Rozen OAM was in 2011 (not 2001 as reported).
Prior to my work with the Churchill Trust I was employed for 18 years at the ANU in
research and administrative positions.
Sylvia
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'Fallen Leaves' exhibition piece
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From the Rabbi’s Desk
The Jewish people is one with a rich history, one that has
taken many turns over its many years.
I am writing to you from my hotel room in
Frankfurt, Germany, on what is the last
evening of my trip here in Germany. I have
seen many things and experienced German
Jewish Life, and to be honest, I have been
blown away by who I have met, and what I
have seen.
The Jewish people is one with a rich
history, one that has taken many turns over
its many years. We have had our ups and
our downs – we have seen happy times and
we have seen sad ones, bright ones and
dark ones, unified ones and fractured ones.
We must always look back on our history;
taking the lessons that we can glean in
order to enhance our future.
The city of Frankfurt is the home to
centuries of Jewish scholarship and
tradition, but it is also a bastion of Jewish
life in Germany and Europe. I will speak
and write more about my experiences over
the coming weeks and months, but I
wanted to share with you some brief
thoughts and feelings.
We are heading into the month of Tammuz,
and with it we will commemorate the three
weeks of mourning, an annual period
stretching from the 17th of Tammuz until
the 9th of Av, commemorating the gradual
destruction of Jerusalem, and our ultimate
exile, where we continue to find ourselves.
It is our job to rise above the pain we
commemorate; whether it is the
destruction of Jerusalem, the exile of our
people, the constant state of fight or flight
we experience, the decimation of our
people by the hands of many enemies and
the constant struggle we have in the Land
of Israel. We must rise above those
struggles and those hardships, and we must
take the lessons and apply them to our
lives so that we can ensure that we create
the best possible Judaism and in turn the
best possible future we can.
This past Shabbat we read of the story of
the spies who were sent into Israel, and
after 40 days of exploring and gathering
information, returned with a negative

report throwing the Jewish people into
chaos. One man stood up amongst the rest
and fought back against the spies, his name
was Caleb the son of Yafuneh – he was a
leader of his tribe, but until this point, we
had not heard him or seen him act.
Rabbi Alon Meltzer

His act of standing up to the lies of the
spies was perhaps courageous, but could
have been seen as foolish. The world in
which Caleb lived in would drastically
change; the Jewish people would be
required to walk for a further 39 years in
the desert, and the 9th of Av, which is the
midrashic date attributed to this uprising,
would become our darkest date in history.
However, Caleb knew that what must be
done, should be done without delay; he is
rewarded by being one of only two (the
other was Joshua) to survive the perils of
the desert and enter the land of Israel. He
sacrificed all that he knew ensuring that
the Jewish people will have a strong and
stable society in the future.
Despite being almost destroyed with
European Jewry (and I use this category
purposefully not to be politically correct)
there were many Calebs who fought back,
there were many Joshuas who would come
to lead us; without them we would not be
here today. We must ensure that we are
ready to act so
that we will be here tomorrow.
I am sharing with you two fantastic photos
from my journey – I will publish many more
– however these two will give you a glimpse
into my thinking. The first is one (on page
6) from an exhibition piece ‘The fallen
leaves’ which
shows ten
thousand faces
made out of
cast iron –
representing
but a fraction
of those who
we lost. The
second picture
(adjacent) is of a
panel which
was convened

for our group, consisting of Jewish and non
Jewish government and NGOs personnel on
how Germany is tackling Anti-Semitism –
our past and our future rising from the
same physical location.
I would like to also take this moment to
advise that I have been elected onto the
Rabbinic Council of Australia and New
Zealand as the treasurer and the secretary
– I look forward to working with my
colleagues for the welfare of our
communities around these two great
nations.
Wishing you all well,
Rabbi Alon Meltzer

Rabbi blessing the endeavours of NCJWA
Canberra on their 60th Anniversary.
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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President’s Report
I want to acknowledge the contributions that members of
the Board and Community are making to the ACTJC. The
Community is very fortunate to have such a team of
dedicated volunteers working together for the benefit of all.
Dear Members and Friends,

Community Meeting,
Sunday, July 12, 7:30 pm
Please set aside some time to attend this
very important meeting. The Board and
Rabbi will be giving reports on recent
developments within the ACT Jewish
Community, including the education
program, the building program, the
perimeter security barrier and fund
raising. We are applying for the JCA
Capital Appeal position for 2016, which is
an important development that will give
the ACTJC the official approval to fund
raise in Sydney (as well as Melbourne) with
the advice, support and backing of the
JCA. Only one JCA constituent is allowed
to undertake the Capital Appeal each
year. I hope all will understand the
importance of supporting the Board and
Community with this opportunity. We
absolutely need your support. If you
cannot attend, please email me with your
ideas and strategies. We cannot undertake
a Capital Appeal without the full support
of the membership. The fund-raising
potential of a Capital Appeal is significant
and may provide the funds to build modern
facilities that will benefit the ACTJC for
many years to come. David Rosalky has
reported in detail on the building program
in this Hamerkaz.

From the Bema to Broadway,
Saturday, August 1, 7:30 pm
All are welcome to this presentation from
Cantor Michel Laloum, of Temple Beth
Israel, who will enlighten us on the
profound influence that music from the
synagogue had in so many areas of the arts
and culture. I first heard this talk by
Cantor Laloum at Limmud Oz Melbourne
last year and regard it as the highlight of
the weekend for me.

JewishCare
I am pleased to announce that JewishCare
Sydney will extend funding for our
Community Worker, Arava Klein, to
continue for another twelve months. This
is great news indeed for the ACTJC in
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allowing this important work to continue.
We have an active Jewish Care
Coordinating Committee, under the
guidance of Anita Shroot.
Robert Cussel

Hamerkaz
It is wonderful to see Hamerkaz being
reborn under the capable editorship of
Yvette Goode. Thank you to Yvette for
taking on this task and to Vicki Coleman
for the desktop publishing. Hamerkaz has
been an important part of Community life
for decades and serves as an historical
record of the Jewish contribution to the
Canberra region.

Office Changes
I wish to thank Miri Barhen, who has
retired as Office Manager, for her lasting
and valuable contribution to the ACTJC
over the last seven years. Miri has been
the bright and welcoming face for the
Community for so long now and she will be
missed. Thank you to Chiquita Bonan for
filling in so capably until Vicki Coleman
returned from her planned overseas trip.
We will be moving to fill the second Office
Manager’s position shortly.

Awards
Congratulations and Mazel Tov to Adele
Rosalky, who has been awarded the Shroot
Volunteer of the Year Award. Frequent
visitors to the Centre know how hard Adele
works for all of us. A recent example of
this was her supreme efforts in
coordinating and assisting with the Anne
Frank Exhibition.
Congratulations and Mazel Tov to Rachel
Cass, who has been awarded the Hollander
-Selinger Prize for youth leadership and
contributions to the Community. Rachel is
a frequent visitor and volunteer at the
Centre and we very much value her
commitment.

Teamwork
I want to acknowledge the contributions
that members of the Board and Community
are making to the ACTJC. The Community

is very fortunate to have such a team of
dedicated volunteers working together for
the benefit of all. Allow me to just
mention a few of these volunteers by
name on this occasion. There are many
others.
Our Vice President, Yael Cass, has made
and is making a wonderful contribution to
community life and very importantly, has
helped steer the process of office reform.
This ACTJC cannot easily function without
the strong support of our office staff. As a
Board, we cannot attract talented,
experienced and time poor volunteers to
stand for the Board, or members to take
on onerous tasks, unless there is
professional and competent back up from
the office. Appropriate office support is
critical for ensuring that the strategic
goals of the Board are implemented,
without placing an intolerable burden on
our already overstretched volunteers. I
personally want to express my
appreciation to Yael for acting as
President so capably, during my recent
encounter with the hospital system.
In this Hamerkaz, Treasurer Dr David
Rosalky reports on financial management.
We are indeed very fortunate to have
David’s steady guiding hand here, which is
of course, absolutely essential and
fundamental for a successful ACTJC. As
President, I am deeply appreciative of his
strategic thinking and the huge work load
he undertakes, for example, in preparing
submissions and budgets for funding from
JCA and hopefully other organisations. All
members need to be aware of the
contribution that David brings to our
Centre.
Limmud Shavuot was an outstanding
success, mainly due to the vision and
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dedication of Rabbi and Rebbetzin Meltzer.
The Jewish Centre is indeed coming alive
with learning and involvement. This was
indeed the key strategic goal of the Board
in appointing a Rabbi Meltzer to his
current role. Attendances at key festivals
and events have been excellent, with over
150 registrations for Limmud Shavuot, over
200 separate visits over Purim, over 220 at
the opening of the Anne Frank exhibition,
with over 2500 visitors to the exhibition,
over 120 at our family friendly Chanukah
celebration and over 200 at the
Inauguration of Rabbi Meltzer. However,
attendances alone are not an accurate
measure of success. The ultimate quality
of our programs will be critical in
determining success.
I would like to wish Mazal Tov to our Rabbi
on his appointment to the Board of the
Rabbinic Council of Australia and New
Zealand. We know that he will bring a
fresh voice to the rabbinate and look
forward to hearing further from the entire
Board.
Last, but by no means least, I also want to
thank Veronica Leydman who has devoted

many hours as administrator and teacher,
to ensure we have a successful Cheder
program. Veronica, your devotion to our
education program is very much
appreciated.

our model from Limmud Oz. This is the
next challenge for us all.
Robert Cussel
President

Limmud Oz
I have attended very successful Limmud Oz
programs, in Sydney recently and last year
in Melbourne. The world wide success of
the Limmud program is a very important
indicator of the power of these learning
programs to generate engagement in
Jewish learning, on many different levels.
At the time of writing, the program was
still available on line.
http://www.encounters.edu.au/Limmud/
Limmud-Events/Limmud-Oz/Program-andPresenters/Limmud-Oz-2015-Program
As a Community, there is the opportunity
to bring some of these learning
opportunities to Canberra. We are
planning just such an occasion with Cantor
Laloum’s musical contribution “From the
Bema to Broadway” on Saturday night,
August 1. I am convinced that many more
Jewish people would be willing to be
engaged, if a broad range of Jewish
learning opportunities are offered, taking

Robert in conversation with Deb Sims and Sylvia Deutsch at the NCJWA Cocktail Party.
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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Vice-President’s Report
Thank you to the many volunteers who contribute their
time, energy and ideas for the benefit of our community.
Members of the ACT Jewish community,
The last few months have been in equal
part frenetic and inspiring. We have
recently hosted the inaugural Limmud
Shavuot in the ACT – as part of the national
Limmud Oz tradition. For three days the
centre was full of community members and
visitors with plenty of lively discussion,
debate, kids’ activities, a youth program
and fabulous food. Rabbi Alon and
Rebbetzin Linsay did a remarkable job,
with a committed team of volunteers, in
preparing the program, logistics and
delicious catering for the event. The
educational program was lively and learned
– and helped build the credibility of the
ACT Jewish community with our interstate
visitors as a genuine national centre for
Jewish identity, learning and advocacy. R
Meltzer is now looking at expanding the
program for next year as an annual
educational and cultural festival in our
program of community events.
Our successful adult education program,
including the well-attended Jewish
University which runs seminars each week,
shows there is an appetite for continued
education within the community. This is
matched by our revamped Cheder program
– with a new curriculum and one-on-one
Hebrew tuition with the kids. Veronica is
leading the Matan Bat Mitzvah program
with a group of mothers and daughters and
as part of this program the girls have
commenced a community project to
understand the contribution of Jewish
women to the war effort, in honour of the
centenary of WW1.
Our submission for extending the National
Jewish Memorial Centre has been
submitted to the NCA and the plans are
available on our website and on the notice
board in the centre. The plans have been
developed following significant community
input and discussion – which will continue
as we move to the challenging stage of
driving a local
and national capital appeal. Our goal is to
have a modern and refurbished centre
which meets the diverse needs of the ACT
Jewish community, its congregations and is
a national meeting place.
The activity over the last few months
PAGE 10 | Issue 530

demonstrates our priorities for this year: to
build a vibrant and welcoming community
with a professional program of religious,
cultural and educational events. Thank
you to the many volunteers who contribute
their time, energy and ideas for the benefit
of our community.
Yael Cass

Yael Cass
Vice-President

Ryzia Rozen, Anita Shroot and Yael Cass at Yom Hashoah
Photo: Courtesy of Sylvia Deutsch

Di Hirsh and Yael Cass
Photo: Courtesy of Sylvia Deutsch
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Treasurer's Report
The final outcome for the year will be reported on at the
AGM late in the year.
We are coming to the end of the 2014-15
financial year, which is also the reporting
year for the ACT Jewish Community.
It has been a very busy year and one where
we ventured into unknown and exciting
realms, both in a financial sense and for
the development of the Community. The
final outcome for the year will be reported
on at the AGM late in the year. But some
clear elements are well known.
Early in the financial year, the Community
engaged Rabbi and Rebbetsin Meltzer.
This action incurred start-up expenses
which have impinged on the financial
position. Rabbi Meltzer got underway with
his role without delay and with great
energy and enthusiasm. This involved
changes in the Community’s systems (e.g.

Shulcloud computing systems and
database), new and highly successful
communal programs, all of which have
attracted in excess of 100 people and
some even 200, and an expanded and highquality educational program. All of these
programs are subsidised to users to some
extent – both directly, and through the
high level of input by the Rabbi and the
Rebbetsin. For example, the new cheder
program is of top quality but is costing the
Community a significant sum for which we
are seeking increased support from outside
the Community.
These developments are what the
Community demanded and what is being
delivered, but it comes at a cost, which
was anticipated when we took this historic
decision. The program has been made

David Rosalky

financially viable through the ACT
Education Fund which operates through
the JCA’s auspices permitting tax
deductibility. That fund is financed totally
through donations from members who
want to support the initiatives. In the
year just ending, some $75,000 was
donated by members. In the year about to
start, we have been pledged already a
figure approaching that amount but more
is needed and members are encouraged to
contribute. It is your community and the
services are offered to you.
The other critical source of recurrent
revenue comes from the sale of parking
licences. This system was established a
few years ago by an enterprising
Treasurer, but it was dependent on
renegotiating a contract with a
government department each year and the
JCA expressed concern about its
sustainability. That arrangement
terminated in late 2014 which has been a
blessing in disguise because we have been
able to establish our own operation at very
low cost which does not depend on a
department’s situation. The new system
is well established and generating
approximately $150,000 gross income
annually. Demand is hot and getting
hotter with a new building across the road
filling later this year.
The prospect for the recurrent budget in
2015-16, at this stage, looks quite
manageable at the same level of activity
we have experienced this year. Capital
accounts are dominated by the building
project and that is reported on separately.
David Rosalky
Treasurer

Works Notice displayed on the boundary wall at the Centre.
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ACTJC Committee Members
Most Board committees are supplemented
by additional members from the
community, especially where there are
particular skills or experience that can
assist each committee with its tasks. Some
committee work is confidential and so
specific reports will not be published. In
addition, the work of some committees
feeds into broader areas; there is also a

deliberate and significant overlap in some
places.
The reports from the President, Vice
President and Treasurer incorporate the
work of all committees. As Rabbi Alon is an
additional member of all committees he
may choose to reflect on some aspects of
these committees, life in our Canberra

community, or as in this issue of
Hamerkaz, write to us from overseas, with
a more global outlook on Jewish life.
Listed below are the Board Committees in
alphabetical order. Many committees have
additional membership from the
community for full meetings which occur
when necessary.

Building
David Rosalky, Robert Cussel, Rabbi Alon

Maintenance
Bill Arnold, Athol Morris, Rabbi Alon

Communication

Membership

Rabbi Alon

Karen Tatz, Athol Morris, Robert Cussel, Rabbi Alon

Education / Youth

Orthodox

Sibella Stern, David Reiner

Yvette Goode, David Rosalky, Rabbi Alon

Events
Yael Cass, Karen Tatz, Chiquita Bonan, Angie Glance, Rabbi
Alon

Progressive

Finance

Publications

David Rosalky, Robert Cussel, Chiquita Bonan, Rabbi Alon

Fundraising

Bill Arnold, Peter Wise, Robert Cussel, Rabbi Alon

Yvette Goode, Karen Tatz, Rabbi Alon

Security

David Rosalky, Robert Cussel, Rabbi Alon

David Reiner, Rabbi Alon

Interfaith
Bill Arnold, Peter Wise, Sibella Stern, Rabbi Alon

Jewish Care
Bill Arnold, Peter Wise, Yvette Goode, Rabbi Alon

Staffing
Yael Cass, David Rosalky, Rabbi Alon

Young Adults
Sibella Stern, David Reiner, Angie Glance

Building Committee
Some two years ago, the Community set
out to design a new wing which would
accommodate the expanding functions of
the Community. The proposal was
developed under the guidance and design
of Philip Leeson Architects and followed
on from preliminary work and ideas
developed under a previous Board. The
essential elements of the plan were
developed with the input of community
ideas expressed through various forums
over the years. Plans reached fruition
about a year ago and have been displayed
in the Centre. In-principle approval to
move ahead was secured through a
General Meeting of the Community.
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In the period since then, the plans have
been drawn out in some detail and with
considerable input from a range of
professional consultants. A dominant
theme has been the establishment of a
secure facility advised and endorsed by an
Israeli security firm which carries out
security designs for Jewish facilities in
Australia. There are two aspects to the
security facility: one is a vehicle-proof
and human-proof surrounding security
fence which follows approximately the line
of rocks presently in place to impede
vehicle access; the other security element
is the hardening of the western wall

(facing the school) and the roof of the new
wing designed to withstand substantial
explosive blast at ten metres stand-off.
Design works exposed several areas where
upgrade or expansion was necessary: these
include sewerage drains, water lines and
fire hydrants, and natural gas connection.
The new wing has also been designed with
up-to-date heating, lighting, insulation,
audio-visual systems, modern accessible
toilets and shower facility, and a well
equipped kosher kitchen and store-room.
A design feature that was added to plans is
for the present Orthodox sanctuary to be
re-oriented to permit more seating and for
men and women to be seated side-by-side
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rather than in a front to back orientation.
Funding for that element of the plans has
been donated by a member family to
honour founders of the Community.
All of these elements have added to costs
such that the total assessed cost at this
stage is some $3.2M. To this need to be
added, over time, new furnishings,
landscaping to include a children’s play
area, and upgrading of the existing
building.
The plans have been submitted to the
National Capital Authority for works
approval following a period of public
consultation that attracted no
submissions. We are hopeful of approval
in July. That will permit us to move into a
detailed design phase and tender
documentation. Approval to move ahead
with that phase will be sought from a
Community General Meeting at an

appropriate time.
Financing for the project comes from four
sources: capital reserves accumulated for
several years, assignment of funds from
the Council for Jewish Community Security
for the security fence, internal
contributions and donations, and capital
raising from external donors. The last of
these sources (of the order of $2.5M) will
involve approaching donors in Sydney and
Melbourne. An application for the ACTJC
to be the nominated organisation for the
JCA’s 2016 capital appeal is under active
consideration. Our capital reserves are
being drawn on to pay for the professional
services we have engaged. Some $140,000
has been paid to date.

as the funds for these elements are
available. The major wing will require the
acquisition of external capital donations
and timing for this is uncertain.
While works are underway, operations will
be disrupted to an extent and access to
the building diverted. Construction plans
have been developed and will be
distributed to the Community when they
are bedded down and timing on
construction becomes clear.

Timing for the works is dependent on the
raising of capital. The security fence and
the Orthodox sanctuary redesign can be
undertaken as soon as contracts are signed

Membership Committee
ACTJC welcomes the following new members:



Ralph Heim as a single member



Tracy Massil and her husband,
Malcolm Greening as an associate



Sibella Stern's husband, Tim
Riegerix, as an associate member





Helen Reiner as a single member

Anne Isaac as a single member

member

Do you enjoy participating in a delightful
Kiddush after a morning Shabbat service?

Volunteers are always needed to prepare Kiddushim.
Opportunities exist for both men and women.
To be included on the Kiddush roster, please contact
Anita Shroot by email: ashroot@iinet.net.au

Help us enhance our community spirit
Issue 530 | PAGE 13
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Orthodox Committee
Committee members are Rabbi Alon
Meltzer, David Rosalky, Yvette Goode
Those who identify as Orthodox are
generally very happy with the inspiration,
ideas, knowledge, energy and level of
spirituality Rabbi Alon continues to bring to
our congregation and indeed to the whole
of the ACT Jewish community. Rabbi Alon
has brought an enhanced atmosphere to
Orthodox services with his drashot and
commentaries and we have a new vibrancy
that all are welcome to share. Rabbi Alon
now previews his drasha in Grapevine and
sometimes there is a particular theme for
Shabbat, e.g., Yom Yerushalayim. There
are informal tutors in shul to assist those
who need help with the service.
Attendance at synagogue services is a
sacred and ancient practice which has
sustained Judaism through the centuries.
Those who attend regularly enjoy the warm
feeling of worshipping with their friends
and chatting after services at the
kiddushim. Help is always needed with
Kiddushim, especially preparing and
cleaning up. For a special family occasion,
e.g., a birthday, it is possible to sponsor a
Kiddush.
The numbers of worshippers are generally
up and now the challenge is to maintain
and then increase attendance. The ladies
in particular have had an upsurge in
attendance in the Orthodox shul. Our aging
community is generally in need of
rejuvenation as several long term members
have sadly passed away or have moved to
be closer to children. We need to see how

we can improve experiences for families
with young children. Child focussed
activities need to be fun and activities for
children on Shabbat are important.
Similarly, drinks after the Friday night
service are successful with the young adult
members.
It is certainly true to say that the recent
very successful Limmud Shavuot event for
the entire Jewish community would
probably not have occurred without Rabbi
Alon and Rebbetzin Linsay. The additional
attendees over the Limmud Shavuot event
were very welcome. We owe the Meltzer
family and all the community volunteers a
huge vote of thanks for bringing such an
interesting Limmud experience to us in
Canberra.
The Art Scroll Siddurim and other
Machzorim are to be replaced in stages.
Rabbi Alon would like to switch over to the
Koren editions so that there are enough of
the one edition for any service in shul. The
Siddurim have been ordered, with all the
books paid for by private donation and
sales to members.
Rabbi Alon has expressed the idea that a
younger person might assist him as a baal
tefillah, especially for the Yomim Noraim.
This could be a senior madrich wanting to
participate more deeply in services and
gain valuable experience at the same time.
The idea is being considered. Ideally, one
of our own congregants could be trained as
an investment in the future as our
community likes its own congregants to
participate in tefillah.

The notion of explanations for various parts
of services/tefillah throughout the year but
especially for the Yomim Noraim is greatly
appreciated. Comments have been made as
to how these enrich services and how they
can involve a wide range of congregants. It
gives both the person who is asked to
prepare an explanation as well as the other
congregants a deeper understanding of
that particular custom or part of the
service.
There has been some discussion as to the
possibility of the Orthodox congregation as
well as the Progressive congregation each
having a designated name distinct from the
community title, especially when away
from Canberra. A Hebrew name is
preferred for the Orthodox congregation,
one that speaks to the distinctiveness of
the congregation. The suggestion has been
made of incorporating the “Burning Bush”
theme.
Many people connect to the Jewish culture
and traditions rather than to religious
aspects. This connection needs to become
emotional so that more people want to be
involved. This would enhance attendance
and participation in activities for both
congregations, which ultimately makes us
stronger as a community.

Progressive Committee
The Progressive Congregation continues to
run services on Friday nights. Services are
held on Saturday mornings when we have a
simcha or are being visited by a Progressive
Rabbi, Cantor or shaliach tzibbur.
Rabbi Jordan Cohen, Interim Rabbi at the
Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney, visited the
Community for the Limmud Shavuot
program. He was very favourably received
by all who came to his sessions, which
included a very interesting talk on the
origins of the Reform movement in Europe
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as, in part, an outcome of the Haskala
movement (Jewish Enlightenment
movement from 1770s – 1880s).
Cantor Michel Laloum, from Temple Beth
Israel in Melbourne, will be visiting the
Community on the weekend of 31 July-2
August to conduct services and lead a
musical session, called From the Bema to
Broadway. This program will be offered to
the entire community on Saturday night,
August 1.

We are currently finalising plans to run
Rabbi Fred Morgan’s shatz (shaliach
tzibbur) course in Canberra, or subsidise
people to attend the course in Sydney. This
course is designed to train lay members to
lead services.
The members of the Progressive Committee
are Dan Rosauer, Peter Wise, Rebecca
Lehrer, Robert Cussel, Athol Morris and Bill
Arnold.
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COMMUNITY MEETING
The Board and Rabbi will present reports on recent
developments within the ACT Jewish Community, including the
education program, the building program, the perimeter security
barrier and fund raising.

SUN 12 JULY
7:30pm
at the Centre

We are applying for the JCA Capital Appeal position for 2016,
which is an important development that will give the ACTJC the
official approval to fund raise in Sydney as well as Melbourne
with the advice, support and backing of the JCA. Only one JCA
constituent is allowed to undertake the Capital Appeal each year.
The Board needs your support. If you cannot attend, please
email the President with your ideas and strategies.
The fund-raising potential of a Capital Appeal is significant and
may provide the funds to build modern facilities that will benefit
the ACTJC for many years to come.

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting

Temple Appurtenances. Bible. Aragon, 1299. Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris
Photo: Courtesy of Adele Rosalky
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Young Adults Committee
Canberra's Jewish young adults have had a
busy few months! We kicked off the year
with Esther, Mordechai and Achashveroshthemed cocktails at our Purim party, where
the Centre was magically transformed to
far away Sushan. A big congratulations to
Yair Cohen, who nabbed the crown for best
costume, with Rabbi Meltzer and Linsay
coming in a close second.

In April we gathered to celebrate
Eurovision early, with a screening of
"Cupcakes” by Israeli director Eytan Fox.
We laughed, we cried, and we all agreed
that it seemed really weird that the lead
character’s shower was so close to his
kitchen, and that the 1970s was the golden
age of Israeli music.
In May we built a bonfire in Rabbi Meltzer’s
backyard to celebrate Lag B’Omer. We
toasted marshmallows, and enjoyed some
smooth mulled wine. Now that we’ve
finally figured out how to make smores
(that’s right, cookies filled with chocolate
and marshmallows, slow-roasted in a
bonfire, Yum!) we’re looking forward to
another bonfire in the next couple of
months.

really enjoyed excellent presentations
about halacha’s approach to feminism,
LGBTI issues and organ donation. Ittay
Flescher’s sing-along to Hallelujah was a
particular highlight.
We’re looking forward to seeing
out Canberra’s chilly winter with some
warming activities including pub trivia and
after work drinks. Check Grapevine for
updates. Once we have met you we will
provide our email addresses etc.
We encourage you to get in touch via the
Centre Office in the first place if you have
any great ideas.
We look forward to seeing you all soon
(especially you! YES YOU!)

We also exercised our minds at Limmud
Shavuot. We kicked off the weekend with a
soulful, tune-filled women-led Kabbalat
Shabbat. We hope to do this again some
time soon, and encourage young women in
the community to get involved!
It was excellent to host young adults from
around Australia, including madrichim
spanning the youth movements, and we

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF CANBERRA
Forrest Hotel and Apartments is situated near the
Parliamentary triangle, close to the boutique shopping
village of Manuka. Our Nottingham room has excellent
conference facilities for all business trade seminars,
conference and private functions. The Yorkshire room is
ideal for boutique conferences. Natural light is a great
feature in all our rooms.
30 National Circuit, Forrest, ACT 2630, Australia Ph:
(02) 6295 3433 Fax: (02) 6295 2119
Key Personnel: Conference Organizer Ph:
(02) 6203 4300 Fax: (02) 6295 2119
E-mail: admin@forresthotel.com Web:
www.forresthotel.com.au
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Yom HaShoah - 14-15 April
Yom Hashoah – the night before…
It should go without saying that Yom
Hashoah is one of the most important days
in the Jewish calendar. Indeed, for
survivors of the Shoah, it has an especially
deep significance. I have heard some
survivors in our community describe it as
being even more important to them than
Yom Kippur. Perhaps if we had been in
their shoes we might feel the same.
During the Anne Frank exhibition we were
privileged to hear Tom Blumenthal relate
part of his story to some of the school
children and adults who came to see this
most memorable exhibition. I watched
their faces as Tom recalled the places he
and his mother hid and how his young life
nearly ended many times. When we hear
the testimony of the survivors we honour

the memories of all those who suffered
during the Shoah and silently say kaddish
for the millions who were not able to
survive the worst mass extermination of
Jews in our often tortured history.

of courage and endurance, but also some
remarkable differences.

By invitation from the Board, Richard
Rozen, a child survivor, and his wife, Ryzia
Rozen, were invited to a special pre Yom
Hashoah event held the night before in our
Fanny Reading auditorium.

The bravery of our survivors, their spirit of
defiance and courageousness in the face of
the most terrible of adversities must
always be remembered.
Yvette Goode

Richard’s story has been recreated as a
dramatic story telling for the stage. The
video of a performance was shown to the
audience, with further discussion
afterwards. For those of us who have heard
Tom’s testimony, there were many
frightening similarities with Richard’s story

L-R: Janet Frommer, Anita Shroot, Sylvia Deutsch,
Ryzia Rozen, Yael Cass
Photo: Courtesy of Sylvia Deutsch

L-R: Barbara Buttow, Sarit Cohen, Len Dixon, Jo Dixon
Photo: Courtesy of Sylvia Deutsch
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Len Dixon with Richard Rozen OAM
Photo: Courtesy of Sylvia Deutsch
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Yom Hashoah
On the 15th April this year we
commemorated Yom Hashoah, with a
dignified ceremony at the ACT Jewish
Centre.
This year our keynote speaker was Richard
Rozen OAM, who outlined for the audience
his experiences as a child survivor. Candles

were lit by our community survivors and
the candle of hope was lit by the two boys,
Ethan Grace-Platow and Ilya Weisman, who
were to celebrate their B'nei Mitzvah later
in the year.

Board of the ACT Jewish Community pays
its respects to all those who were affected
by the Shoah and remembers the humility
of the martyrs with both sadness and
everlasting reverence.

As in the past, this solemn ceremony was
well attended by our community. The
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Yom Hazikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut - 21/23 April
This article came about as a result of conversations with different people in the
ACT community, some of whom indicated to me they were not sure about the
origin of these days and what happens in Israel re their respective
commemoration/celebration. After researching the topic I felt it important to try
to clarify the significance of these days. I am indebted to Arava Klein for reading
the article and clarifying and correcting some important information.
We here in the Diaspora might well ask,
“Why are these two days held one after the
other?” This is at the very core of life in
Israel, the constant threat from
neighbouring countries that want to see
Israel wiped from the map, and the
triumph of life and celebration of
thousands of years of Jewish history alive
and well in modern Israel. It is a sad truth
that Israel must always be in a constant
state of readiness for imminent attacks,
such as the rain of rockets from Gaza in the
past and sadly at times in the present, plus
occasionally from the borders with Syria
and Lebanon; or the infiltration of
terrorists by means of the elaborate
network of terror tunnels that the world
came to know about recently.
There is so much misinformation about life
in Israel that sometimes it just depends on
who you talk to or what your source of
information might be. Websites such as
HonestReporting.com try to expose the
sometimes calculated methods used by
unfriendly journalists from around the
world. They do not want to see the sadness
on the faces of the Israeli nation when yet
another victim of terrorism suffers or when
a Jewish military casualty occurs. Too
many want to cast Israel as the aggressor.
If it were not so serious it would be
laughable, our tiny nation surrounded by
millions and millions of potential hostiles.
The essence of modern Israel can be
encapsulated in two days back-to-back,
Yom Hazikaron and Yom Haatzmaut; a
dignified, solemn day of remembrance
followed the next day by a celebration of
independence. From the earliest days of
the creation of the State of Israel there
was a day where the fallen Israeli soldiers
and victims of terror were commemorated.
Later, in 1963, this day of remembrance as
well as the day of jubilation for the
creation of the State of Israel were
enacted into law, having first the national
day devoted to the memories of those
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killed in conflict, followed by the national
day of celebrating the modern State of
Israel, with great pride and rejoicing, love
of life and the triumph of all that makes us
human. These days belong together.
As is the Jewish custom, Yom Hazikaron
officially begins the night before, on the 3rd
of Iyar. Both victims of terror and fallen
soldiers are remembered. It must be an
eerie sound when a siren can be heard all
over the country for one minute
commencing at 8pm. The flags are lowered
to half mast everywhere in Israel. At the
Kottel, the official ceremony takes place,
which signifies the opening of the formal
commemoration. The next morning, there
is another air raid siren, this time at 11
am, for two minutes. There are many
official ceremonies and even more private
gatherings at all cemeteries where victims
have been buried. The sound of the air raid
siren sends chills throughout the country.
People remember hearing those sirens too
many times in the short history of the
modern State of Israel.
Perhaps unlike other countries where there
are national days of remembrance, there is
a total cessation of activity throughout
Israel when the siren echoes. Traffic comes
to a halt. People driving their cars stay
their journeys and step out of their
vehicles. Children in schools are often
gathered together in school halls for the
occasion and they stand to attention. The
sense of grief is everywhere and people
openly weep. Everyone knows a victim or
the family of a victim. Those fatally
injured are much more than statistics and
sadly, the tragic list grows. To defend the
State of Israel, thousands and thousands of
soldiers have paid the ultimate price; the
feeling of grief is everywhere, a deep,
collective sadness.
Later in the day on the radio, there are is
no happy music but rather what is
presented has an air of solemnity that

honours the fallen soldiers and the victims
of terror. The TV channels pay tribute to
the fallen, with people’s names and
photos, plus the date they were cut down.
It is a day of the heaviest of emotions, in
private homes, cemeteries and public
gatherings. Families meet to recount
stories of their loved ones and each story is
heartbreaking. Soldiers and civilians alike
who survived through the heroic actions of
men and women who gave their lives,
testify about the sacrifices that were made
by a few so that many could live. The deep
respect Israel pays to the fallen hovers
over the country for the entire day.
How can a country go from such deep
mourning to celebration? At the National
Military Cemetery on Mt Herzl there is an
official transition ceremony and Yom
Hazikaron moves into Yom Haatzmaut. The
blue and white Magen David flags are flown
high once again to celebrate the day the
modern State of Israel came into existence.
Those who are old enough remember Ben
Gurion triumphantly announcing this
modern Jewish miracle.
The previous day was one of mourning but
this new day is one of rejoicing with festive
celebrations everywhere, such as family
parties, picnics and barbeques, fireworks,
concerts, entertainments of all kinds and
an abundance of singing and dancing. For
those who go to shul the Hallel prayer is
recited as part of the Morning Service. As
such the day has the religious status of a
festival. It is fitting that the day is
celebrated with such enthusiasm and the
proud new Israel stands very tall amongst
its neighbours. It may have been thousands
of years in the making but the modern
State of Israel seems like a miracle to most
Jews. To have a land of our own again,
where all Jews have the right of return…
just brilliant.
To take a historical perspective on what
has occurred in Israel since 1948 is awe
inspiring. Israel is a world leader in many
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areas of technology, such as water,
agriculture, medicine, and the vast area of
IT. These technologies, combined with
other academic and business
achievements, plus a whole range of other
talented individuals, have helped Israel to
have a strong economy. The fact that this
has occurred in a Jewish homeland is very
sweet, however, it has all come at a high
price in terms of the sacrifices individuals
have made so that others may live and
prosper. The wonder to me as a Diaspora
Jew is that an average Israeli can so
dramatically change mood between these
two days. It seems to sum up a great deal
of the Israeli character, resilience,
intensity and concentration on the task at
hand.
Here in Australia, the reasons we celebrate
Australia Day on 26 January are certainly
not linked in any way to Anzac Day,
commemorated on 25 April each year.
These days are important to our nation,
just as other national days and memorial
days are to other nations, but no country
has such an existential link between these
special national days as Israel. In Australia,
we did not need to win wars to survive as a
nation, but in 1963, the members of the
Knesset understood how important it was
to co join these national days.

NJMC, which was very well attended by
both Israelis and many others. The little
Israeli flags that decorated the tables were
much admired as a simple but eloquent
way of expressing our feelings for our
spiritual homeland.
While there are numerous challenges we as
Jews here and around the world face every
day, especially in countries that are seeing
an alarming rise in anti-Semitism, the
resilience of the Jewish people has always
amazed me. Perhaps it is genetic, borne of
thousands of years of persecution. Jews
everywhere pray for peace, the ultimate
dream. While we are mostly safe here in
Australia we need to be vigilant. It would
indeed be a miracle if there were no more
terrorist attacks on Jews and no more
sacrifices paid by the Israeli military. So
when we say “Shalom” as a hello or
goodbye, it is also an implicit prayer for
peace.

Image: Courtesy of honestreporting.com

Shalom.
Yvette Goode

The great majority of Diaspora Jews want
to see a strong Israel, hence the many
Zionist organisations here in Australia and
around the world, where members work
very hard to ensure continued success and
further development of so many wonderful
projects in Israel. Here in Canberra, The
National Council of Jewish Women of
Australia works hard all year round to raise
money for special projects in Israel. This
effort was recognised nationally at the
recent NCJWA conference in Sydney, where
Canberra Section was awarded the prize
for raising the most money for Israeli
projects per capita, a wonderful
achievement for such a small group of
dedicated women.
In Canberra we recognise the importance
of Yom Hazikaron and Yom Haatzmaut. At
the Israeli Embassy this year, a solemn
service was held and Board member, Angie
Glance, was invited to speak. Her speech
follows. Rabbi Meltzer also organised an
impressive Israeli style barbeque at the

ISRAELI STAMP
1962 flame design incorporates the
words 'Shema Israel'
Image: Courtesy of Adele Rosalky
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Yom Hazikaron - 21 April
The Yom Hazikaron ceremony
commemorating Israel’s fallen soldiers and
terror victims was held at the Embassy of
Israel on the morning of 21 April 2015.
Despite a rather cold morning there was a
good attendance which I would estimate at
some 80 persons.
The whole ceremony, which was held
under great security, was very solemn and
dignified. Mr.Yacov Levy was Master of
Ceremonies. After welcoming the guests
there was a minute’s silence followed by a
solo trumpet piece by Ms Farzana
Choudhury.
Next was an address by His Excellency
Mr.Shmuel Ben-Shmuel, the Ambassador for
Israel, in which he mentioned that he had
lost his brother during the Lebanon War in
1982. Various musical presentations and
recitations including an address by Ms
Angie Glance from the Canberra Jewish
Community followed.
Rabbi Shmueli Feldman of Chabad ACT
recited El Maleh Rachamim, Memorial
Wreaths were laid and Kaddish was recited.
The Ceremony ended with a prayer for the
State of Israel and singing of Hatikva by the
Moriah College Choir.

Photo: Courtesy of Flickr.com

Peter Witting

Speech by Angie Glance at the Israeli Embassy
Just days ago, we came together to
commemorate 6 million lost in the Shoah,
an awful and destructive chapter of our
history, which has affected the Jewish
Diaspora in the most profound and painful
ways, and will continue to do so for
generations.
Today, Israeli citizens and Australian
supporters of the State of Israel join with
heavy hearts to remember those who have
fallen in the service of their country, and
those who have fallen victim to
reprehensible acts of terror.
And in four days’ time, we will again
congregate to honour the ANZACs, rising in
the cold dark Canberra night, united as a
city at the Australian War Memorial for the
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Dawn Service. Indeed several difficult
events in quick succession, but a powerful
and necessary reminder of what both
countries have fought for, and a
demonstration of the solidarity and
togetherness which evokes a deep sense of
national identity and dignity, in both of our
nations, whose strong friendship we can
celebrate proudly.
Each year, on ANZAC day, I reflect on my
grandfather’s service in the Royal
Australian Air Force during World War II, as
a gunner in aircraft flying missions over the
Pacific. He was a proud and committed
member of the RAAF however one event
which would take place in New Guinea in
1943, an event which would see him survive
and all of his closest friends and comrades

perish would haunt him for the rest of his
life. Like so many veterans, his grief and
guilt were unimaginable but he remained
silent for much of his life, never discussing
the struggles associated with PTSD.
So, when we use this time to commemorate
those who have been lost in the service of
their country, we must also recognise the
mental anguish felt by those who return
home from war, traumatised.
I sometimes try to imagine what life would
have been like in Australia in the decade or
so that followed World War I and World War
II, when wounds were still fresh, and the
pain was still raw for so many. In doing so,
my mind reverts to the famous 1958 essay,
the Prodigal Son, written by Patrick White,
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who wrote of the mediocrity and
shallowness that he believed crippled
Australian society and suburbia at the time.
‘In every direction, he writes, ‘stretches a
great Australian emptiness in which
beautiful youths and girls, stare at life
through blind blue eyes’.
I often question this statement because the
Australian suburbia to which White was
referring, was now full of veterans who
bore witness to one of the bloodiest wars
the world has ever known. They had seen
devastation, cruelty and loss of such
magnitude that is it impossible to
comprehend White’s ambivalence towards
Australia, a country where he claimed that
the mind is the least of possessions.
Today, however, we can say with absolute
conviction that our stare is no longer blind.
War and terror have touched both of our
nations, continuing to shock us all to the
core but as the nature of warfare changes
and the threat evolves, more citizens will
have to be stepping into roles charged with
protecting their nation, whether that be
abroad, or on home soil.
This then lends to greater emphasis on

ensuring support, moral or monetary for
bereaved families, as well as enhanced
services and funding of organisations for
returned servicemen and women and of
course, the continuation of commemorative
services such as this, which we would hope
do not fade into insignificance with the
passage of time.

create the ANZAC legend to which over 23
million Australians will pay homage this
Saturday.
Reflecting on the sacrifices that have been
made by so many and in particular
commending the unique spirit of strength
and fortitude of the State of Israel, its
people, and bereaved families here today,
I’d like to conclude with the powerful words
of Simon Wiesenthal ‘freedom is not a gift
from heaven, one must fight for it every
day’.

In the Jewish context, organisations such as
the NSW Association of Jewish ExServicemen or NAJEX, and its interstate
chapters, do crucial work for active and
former military personnel and continue to
pay tribute to the sacrifices made by Jewish On behalf of the ACT Jewish Community,
Australians on the front line such as the 38 thank you very much.
Jews killed at Gallipoli 100 years ago.
Angie Glance
One of the oldest Jewish organisations in
Australia, and founded in 1920, NAJEX
provides valuable support networks and
comfort for people who remain proud of
both their national service and their Jewish
heritage. Organisations such as this require
the backing of Jewish communities nationwide which house some of the very people
who have been affected by war and terror
or have been home to some of the military
greats such as Sir John Monash who helped
Photo: Courtesy of ABC

Soldiers at the Wailing Wall, Jerusalem
Photo: Courtesy of www.blog.standforisrael.org
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Anzac Day - 25 April
The flag was raised by our member, Squadron leader Philip Creagh,
resplendent in his blue uniform, and then several special prayers were read.
On the 25th April each year we remember
all of those men and women from Australia
and New Zealand who gave their lives in
service of their respective countries. As
such it has come to be an occasion of
solemnity, a special day of national
remembrance. We are all familiar with the
ANZAC Day traditions, from the Dawn
Services around our nations in both cities
and smaller country areas, to the proud
marches of former servicemen and
servicewomen, to the often played games
of two-up later in the day. The
Commemorative services are always held
at dawn, the time of the original landing.
With both formal and informal ceremonies
held at different times during the day, at a
national level Australians and New
Zealanders typically reflect on the
different wars in which they have been
involved, while personally individuals may
contemplate the many different
implications of war for them and the
consequences for their families.
This year, the special Centennial ANZAC
Day fell on Shabbat. Rabbi Alon led the
usual Shabbat service for the Orthodox
congregation. This was then immediately
followed by a special commemorative
service for the whole community which
Rabbi Alon had devised. The flag was
raised by our member, Squadron leader
Philip Creagh, resplendent in his blue

uniform, and then several special prayers
were read.
The special guest speaker for this occasion
was David Dewar, from the New Zealand
High Commission. He has kindly permitted
us to include his speech. Amongst other
things he let us know the sacrifices the
Meltzer family had made during war time.
Rabbi Alon also spoke movingly about the
significance of the day for him personally.
The large crowd who had attended this
special service then were treated to a
lavish kiddush, which was followed by a
luncheon for Board Members and special
guests. Dr Danny Lamm was invited to
speak and was generous in his praise of our
community. More discussion followed after
he resumed his seat. Our beloved Margaret
Beadman, who is a treasure in herself, also
spoke about some of the Jewish women
who were involved during the wars, both in
the services and on the home front. This
introduced the topic of “The Women of
Valour”, the special interest project for
the Matan Batmitzvah class of 2015.
The day was very special to all of us who
attended. Sincere thanks were given to
Rabbi Alon for implementing such a
meaningful addition to the calendar for the
NJMC.
Yvette Goode

Address by David Dewar, First Secretary, New Zealand High
Commission, at the Canberra 2015 Anzac Day held at the National
Jewish Memorial Centre
E ngā mana, E ngā reo, tenā koutou
E ngā māte haere atu rā
E ngā iwi e huihui nei
Ata mārie tātou
To the leaders of this community and
the speakers here today, greetings
To the dead, farewell
And to all the people gathered here
I wish you all a blessed
and peaceful day
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Rabbi Meltzer, distinguished guests, ladies
and gentlemen
On behalf of the New Zealand High
Commissioner, thank you for the invitation
to address your ceremony this morning.
Today, in ceremonies all over Australia,
New Zealand and around the world, a
considerable degree of recognition and
homage is rightly being paid to the Anzac

legacy – as well as reflection on what that
legacy means for our identity as
Australians and New Zealanders and our
bond as nations.
The events of 1915 were by no means the
first chapter in our countries’ shared
history. But “Anzac” is now a byword for
a century’s worth of service, sacrifice,
collaboration and shared values.
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Today, it invokes stories of heroism and
bonds of friendship - not only from the
battlefield, but in everyday battles.
Whether it’s Australian police helping out in
Christchurch after our worst ever natural
disaster or kiwi firefighters battling
bushfires in Victoria, the Anzac bond is as
strong today as it was 100 years ago.
Anzac’s significance is hardly a surprise.
It’s a story that contains all the right
elements: courage and reckless bravery;
pride tempered by the despair of loss;
remembrance and reflection and finally
gratitude and reconciliation.
Above all though, it’s a story that speaks to
some of the most intrinsic human values of
friendship, collaboration, and mutual
support. Or, as it is expressed so much
more appropriately here: Mateship.

similarly eminent example from New
Zealand might be Sir Arthur Myer, whose
role as minister of supplies and munitions
was similarly critical to New Zealand’s war
effort.
But prominent as these two individuals
were, our Jewish communities’ contribution
was by no means limited to this highest
level. More than 2,200 Jewish New
Zealanders and Australians volunteered for
military service in the First World War. It
was a per capita rate of service that
exceeded even the high national average of
the time.
Among them were individuals like NSW’s
Leonard Keysore VC, one of the first
soldiers with Jewish heritage to receive the
British Empire’s highest award for gallantry
- or a Lance Corporal and former tailor
from Auckland by the name of Samuel
Meltzer, who served at Gallipoli, and whose
surname will be rightly familiar to many of
you present here today.

expressed admiration for its “curious
disregard for shellfire”.
They earned the respect and admiration of
those they served with and the legion’s
work at Meggida, Krithia and at Damascus
was integral to the Anzacs’ success.
General Chaytor acknowledged this when
he told the Legion that its work in forcing
the Jordan river ford was critical to the
Division’s success during the battle for
Damascus. Another Anzac commander, the
British General Alexander Godley told the
legion that its service in that campaign
reflected a covenant between the British
and the Jewish people.
Ladies and gentlemen,
These stories reflect both the universality
and applicability of the Anzac story. It is a
story of mateship and togetherness that
continues to resonate today. It is
therefore an honour to here today to share
this day with you together.

At an international level, that mateship
finds expression in the bond between
Australia and New Zealand. But it also
speaks to values and stories that are deeply
personal. In other words it is the sum of
I would also like to acknowledge another
many thousands or millions of individual
lesser-known but nonetheless integral
Kia maumāhara tonu tātou ki a rātou
parts.
Jewish thread to the Anzac story. In
addition to its significance to Australia and We will remember them.
Here at this ceremony today, I would
New Zealand, Gallipoli also has an
therefore especially like to acknowledge
important place in the broader story of
David Dewar
some of the many stories that are
Jewish nationhood. The Zion Mule Corps,
enduringly intertwined with the Anzac
which volunteered itself to the British war
legacy.
effort and served at Gallipoli, was the first
time a Jewish military force had been
First among these is the contribution of the formed to fight for a Jewish homeland in
many hundreds or thousands of indigenous
more than 2000 years.
Australians, Maori and Pacific Islanders that
served alongside and within our Anzac
That force would go on to become known as
forces.
the Jewish legion. By the end of the War,
it had even been formally incorporated into
Theirs is a story of struggle and sacrifice
the Anzac force. It was the first time that
that goes much broader and deeper than
non-British citizens had been formally
the First World War, but the Anzac values
incorporated as combat units in the British
and themes are especially resonant, and
army. It is symbolically appropriate that
the central role they have played within
this also coincided with two other firsts:
that story, and to the legacy of military
namely, to serve under the command of the
service to both our countries in the century first ever New Zealand-born Corps
since warrants special acknowledgment.
commander, Major General Ted Chaytor;
and his superior, the first ever AustralianAbove all today though, I would like to
born commander of a British Army,
acknowledge the role of the Australian and Lieutenant General Harry Chauvel.
New Zealand Jewish communities in the
Anzac legacy.
The Jewish legion therefore fought not only
alongside the Anzacs, but as Anzacs
One need do little more than mention the
themselves for the duration of the war.
name “Monash” to describe the
Their bravery was beyond question. Diary
contribution of the Australian Jewish
records from the time remarked on the
community to the First World War. A
legion’s “peculiar saluting habits” but
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This presentation was given by Margaret Beadman OAM at
the Anzac Day luncheon held in the Fanny Reading
Auditorium of the National Jewish Memorial Centre.
During the First and Second World Wars the
Australian Government policy was to have
only essential female personnel in forward
areas.
Jewish Women answered the patriotic call
during these wars. They served as nurses in
World War 1. Restrictions on enrolment
were that they had to be aged over 25,
single and fully trained. The nurses bought
their own uniforms and sometimes their
own food.



Their wartime histories are well recorded
and some received medals awarded for
bravery. Leah Rosenthal and A. Benjamin
were among the nurses who served
overseas.












In World War 2 many Jewish girls joined the
RAAF, the Army and the Navy and served in 
munitions in Australia. The nurses also

served overseas.
The most senior Jewish woman in Australian
service was the late Edna Maude Goulston.
Edna joined the RAN. She was 1 of 8 chosen
from 100 applicants for the original
officer’s training class held at Flinders
Naval Depot. She was appointed to the
Radar Division at Navy Office and she was
also Officer-in-Charge of WRANS there. She
held the rank of 3rd Officer.

Raised more than 300,000 pounds for
Commonwealth war Loans
Raised 18,000 pounds for the Australian
Comforts Fund
Gave 3 mobile canteens – one each to
Middle East forces, to bombed London
and to Sydney
Gave 2 transport trucks for service
overseas
Gave and equipped 72 beds and a
mobile library to Red Cross Convalescent
Homes in Sydney and Melbourne
Gave 3,100 pounds towards building the
Monash Recreation Hut for servicemen
in Sydney
Raised enormous sums of money on
button days for special appeals
Made a quarter of a million garments for
servicemen
Organised first aid and air raid classes
Established hospitality centres for
Jewish servicemen and women in Sydney

In addition, when the USA servicemen and
women arrived in Australia the ship’s Rabbi
or Chaplain made arrangements for Jewish
families to billet the American men and

women for R and R
Margaret Beadman
and also to invite
them to share
Shabbat, Festivals and High Holy Days with
Jewish families.
We should never forget their sacrifice, nor
should we ever forget that the ANZAC
legend was built on the stories of
individuals.
The Women of Valour behind the scenes are
the Silent Army and they continue to march
proudly.
Margaret Beadman

Footnote
The women of Valour project is being undertaken by
this year’s Matan Batmitzvah class. Their research will
be presented to the community as part of their
graduation ceremony in December.

Edna had 2 brothers, Lt Col Eric Goulston
and Lt Col Dr. Stanley Goulston MC who
served in the Middle East and the SW
Pacific.
Another well known Jewish woman was
Captain Doris Selby, Bachelor of Medicine
and MSc (hons). She joined the Army and as
a woman of high ideals felt that by doing
the more menial tasks in the AAMC she
would release other doctors for more
important work.
Post war Doris retained her sense of humour
and high ideals and went to Israel and
worked in the refugee camps. Her four
brothers also served as Officers overseas.
Jewish women were also very active behind
the scenes and played a major part in Red
Cross and Comfort Fund activities
throughout World War 2. Some of the things
they did to help the war effort were:PAGE 26 | Issue 530
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National Council of Jewish Women of
Australia (Canberra Section)
Functions are for members, prospective members and women of
the Jewish community in Canberra unless otherwise stated
Canberra Section Celebrated
our 60th Anniversary

is coordinating Council’s involvement with
Veronica Leydman and her seven
The cocktail party took place on Sunday 17 batmitzvah girls with their mothers in this
year’s program. Under the guidance of
May 2015 from 5 till 7pm in the Dr Fanny
Margaret Beadman who is a most senior
Reading Auditorium at the National Jewish
Memorial Centre, a most appropriate venue experienced volunteer guide at the
Australian National War Memorial and with
as Dr Fanny Reading was the founder of
NCJWA. Steering committee members Sarit Yvette as liaison, the girls will study some
of the Jewish women who served during the
Cohen and Barbara Butow decorated the
past wars and present their findings at the
auditorium with colourful balloons and
glitter, Klezmer CD music was played while ceremony towards the end of the year. Of
particular interest is one of our past
photographs of faces familiar to the
members, the late Nina Horton who served
Canberra community were projected on to
with the British forces. The Australian
the back wall. Steering committee
Historical Society, ACT has her oral history.
members and Margaret Beadman prepared
the snacks and Karen Tatz the drinks.
Thank you to Ilya Leydman for setting up
Large Crockpots also known as
the electronic systems. Thank you to Bill
Arnold for taking photos throughout the
Slow Cookers
function. The birthday cake, a honey/sour Council has once again come to the party as
cream layer cake was supplied by Sasha
the cold weather is upon us and there is
Weisman. Yael Cass organised the waiting
much hot food to be prepared for the many
and serving staff which the steering
functions at the Centre. In addition to the
committee really appreciated and they did previously bought and donated slow
a sterling job under her supervision. Di
cookers, a further two large slow cookers
Hirsh, National President, NCJWA who
have just been donated to the Centre,
resides in Melbourne was our keynote
suitably labelled, as one is marked for
speaker. She was billeted overnight by
fleishig (meat).
Yvette Goode. Sylvia Deutsch delivered the
history of Canberra Section and presented a
facsimile of the first Minute Book of the
Show and Tell for Council
section from 1955 (Ruth Mendelsohn was
Members and women of the
the President) for safe keeping off the NJMC
ACT Jewish Community
premises. The original is in the archive
An ever popular event, this year it will be
room at the Centre. Yvette Goode
held on SUNDAY 21 June 2015 at 2pm,
presented Sylvia with a Life Membership
kindly hosted by Karen Tatz, 82 Arthur
Award Certificate to Canberra Section for
Circuit, Forrest. The raffle on the day will
recognition of 31 years service to Council
provide much needed funds for the Haifa
and the Community. Rabbi Alon Meltzer
Rape Crisis Centre. RSVP essential for
said a few words and then blessed Canberra catering and seating not later than Monday
Section with a special Mi Shebayrach for a
15 June 2015, Karen.tatz@gmail.com or
diamond jubilee. Photos were taken, the
mobile: 040896 8118
cake was cut and we sang happy birthday
led by Liana Levin. On the night guests
generously donated to the ILAN project in
Supper and Movie Night for
Tel Aviv, a day care centre for young adults
Council Members and all
with very special needs.

and cake will be provided. The movie to be
shown will be announced closer to the date.
Entry is $10 per person with proceeds
earmarked for the Ethiopian Women’s Fund,
Haifa University.

Annual General Meeting for
Council Members and Guests
The date has been set for SUNDAY 9 August
2015 at 2pm and will be kindly hosted by
Yael Cass, 25 Duffy Street, Ainslie. There
will be a guest speaker or panel discussion.
RSVP essential for catering and seating not
later than Monday 3 August 2015, Yael
warbcass@iinet.net.au or M:040171 8533

Short and Sweet Poetry
Afternoon for Council Members
and all Women of the ACTJC
This year to be held on Sunday 6 September
2015 at 2pm and will be kindly hosted by
Yvette Goode, 22 Hampton Circuit,
Yarralumla. Bring your favourite poem, one
by someone else or just come to soak up
the warm atmosphere. You can be assured
of a scrumptious afternoon tea. Raffle on
the day with proceeds to Breast Cancer
Network Australia. RSVP essential for
catering and seating not later than Monday
31 August 2015, ygoode@yahoo.com or
M:041923 5751

Janet Frommer
For Steering Committee

Community Members and
Friends

Council Involvement with
Matan Bat-Mitzvah 2015
Steering committee member Yvette Goode

Our winter supper and movie night at the
Centre will be held on Saturday 4 July 2015
at 8pm. A delicious hot supper with bread
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NCJWA 60th Anniversary Cocktail Party - 17 May
The following is the speech
delivered by Sylvia Deutsch at
NCJWA function
How do you start a Section? You need an
embassy that doesn’t exist, a visionary
national president and a group of willing
local women.
Australia was one of the first countries to
recognise the State of Israel and establish
diplomatic relations with it. Israel opened
a consulate-general in Sydney in rented
premises in July 1949. In 1955 Israeli
ambassador Mordekhai Nurock, known as
Max, arrived in Sydney, and was a strong
advocate for basing the main mission in
the national capital. (The embassy was
finally built in 1958, with funding by the
Australian Jewish community.)
Although based in Sydney Mr. Nurock
arranged for Israel’s Independence Day
celebrations in 1955 to be held in
Canberra. Then NCJWA National President
Vera Cohen, National Life President Dr.
Fanny Reading and Honorary Treasurer
Mrs. Gerald de Vahl Davis were invited to
Canberra for the occasion. Vera Cohen
was determined to establish a branch of
NCJWA in the national capital. She asked
the Ambassador for a list of names of
Jewish women in Canberra and invited
them to a morning tea at the Hotel
Canberra on Thursday 28 April 1955. This
was just four years after the formation of
the ACT Jewish Community, and long
before the opening of this Centre in 1971.
The minutes record that the following
were present: Mesdames R. Mendelsohn,
E. Kamenka, H. Rosenberg, Hoffman,
Beran, Bram, [Isley] Gottlieb, Heymanson,
O. Kuner, [Sadie] Lipman, Brunberg,
Misses Y. [Yetty] Landau, B. Lipman [Bev
Chalker] and D. Roden. Originally 12
women became members. Also present by
invitation was Mrs. Z. Dover, wife of the
First Secretary and Consul for Israel. The
minutes tell us what happened:
“Dr. Reading expressed her delight and
that of Mrs. Cohen and Mrs. Davis at
meeting the Jewish women present that
morning and after giving a historical
survey of the N.C.J.W., and speaking on
the necessity of every Jewish woman in
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Australia becoming
Sylvia Deutsch
vitally interested
in the work of
Council, viz. for Israel, for Jews wherever
they are and for the general community
Dr. Reading asked all present to band
themselves together and form a Canberra
Section of the N.C.J.W. Mrs. B. Cohen in
supporting Dr. Reading, stressed the
importance of a Council Section in
Canberra and spoke of the Council House
in Sydney as a rendevouz for Council
members when in Sydney. Mrs. Davis gave
a vivid picture of the International
Council of Jewish Women conference in
London last year thus illustrating the
world-wide importance of an organisation
such the N.C.J.W.”
Within half an hour Ruth Mendelsohn, wife
of ACT Jewish Community founding
president Dr. Ron Mendelsohn, had been
elected the first President of the newly
formed Canberra Section. The first
committee elected was:
President:
Ruth Mendelsohn
Vice-President & Publicity:
Mrs Eugene Kamenka (first wife of
Professor Kamenka)
Honorary Treasurer:
Betty Rosenberg
Honorary Secretary:
Anne Hoffman
Honorary Assistant Treasurer:
Beverley Lipman – now Bev Chalker who is
here with us today.
As the Mendelsohns were shortly
afterwards posted to Tehran, Anne
Hoffman stepped into the presidency. She
was an active president, and almost
immediately began running a communal
seder for Jewish residents of Canberra. As
Rabbi Israel Porush noted in his history of
the first 30 years of the ACT Jewish
community*: “For many years [Council]
was the only Jewish women’s organisation
in the capital performing many social and
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cultural functions inside and outside the
community.” Other early presidents
included Lady June Smith, Ruth Tarlo,
Helga Leslie, Elizabeth Epstein, Irma
Starke, Agnes Moses and Hannah Enders.
The life of the small community revolved
around Council, which as well as organising
the communal seders entertained visitors,
organised functions and contributed to the
celebration of all the Holy Days and the
communal Chanukah party and the Cheder
prize-giving at the end of each year.
Council was the first organisation to work
with Meals on Wheels in the ACT, a Red
Cross project with which Irma Starke was
acquainted. Original participants when it
started in 1969 included Agnes Moses,
Betty Rosenberg, Anne Hoffman and Irma
Starke. Sadie Lipman, Bev Chalker’s
mother, and Betty Walters helped to run
the service once it was established, and
Council ran it for 8 years. Sadie also
coordinated a hospital visiting program.
Until the 1980s we ran a charity stall day
twice a year at the Fyshwick markets as
our main fundraiser, and also participated
in the ACT Jewish community’s annual food
fairs. Ethel Sachs would organise bridge
luncheons at the Centre. Members of the
general community also attended,
“because they said the Jewish ladies put
on the best food”. Stalwarts such as Sadie
Sher would make a dish and again,
members of the Jewish and general public
would come for dinner. Many of the early
functions were interfaith. Council members
would take part in different church teas,
and church auxiliary members would
attend the regular Council teas.
From our first year we directed help
towards Israel, sending donations of
clothing and toys to a kindergarten,
sending money to a women’s refuge in
Israel (Sue Doobov organised this project),
raising funds for the Jewish National Fund
and the United Israel Appeal and also for a
number of NCJWA projects in Israel – ILAN,
ALMA, EZRA and Israeli student
scholarships. We also directed our funds
locally, to Koomarri (for disabled children),
Goodwin Homes for the Aged, a women’s
refuge, flood relief and various other
charities as the need arose. We also have
been represented on the National Council
of Women and Irma Starke and Margaret
Beadman were early delegates.
Our location in the national capital is
invaluable in that local members can act as
representatives for the national body at

various events and meetings. We get asked
to represent Council at government, public
service, NGO and embassy events. The
importance of our presence in Canberra
outweighs our size.
As the Canberra Section developed, we
hosted various national events here in the
national capital. The 18th NCJWA national
conference was held here from 13-18 June
1976 and a record high of 65 Canberra
members joined Council that year. Helga
Leslie was then Canberra president and
Irma Starke was convenor of the
conference. A plenary session of the
national body was held here in 1986, when
a grove of trees (Prunus Nigra) was planted
on the western side of the grounds near
the entry gates in honour of NCJWA
Presidents Past and Present. Sarit Cohen
organised a plaque for the Presidents’
Grove in 1997. The National Conference
was again held in Canberra in 1994, but at
the Hotel Rex (owned by Millie Phillips).
NCJWA at national level answered the call
for fundraising for a National Centre for
Australian Jewry. Vera Cohen undertook
this as a national project at the 13th
NCJWA conference in Sydney in 1961, when
Canberra delegates Anne Hoffman and Lyla
Landau presented a motion proposing that
Council support the building of the
National Jewish Centre as a Council
national project. This was adopted and
NCJWA became the first major organisation
to support the building of the Centre. Vera
Cohen presented the first instalment of
£1,000 in the presence of Prime Minister
Robert Menzies when Chief Rabbi Israel
Brodie laid the Centre’s foundation stone
in 1962. By the time the Centre opened in
1971 Council had raised $13,000, making

Council one of the major benefactors for
the Centre. This auditorium is named after
Council’s founder Dr. Fanny Reading in
recognition of that help. You can see the
plaques commemorating that support at
the back of the hall. Vera Cohen to the end
of her life took a special interest in our
Section. As Irma Starke remembered when
she was interviewed for the history of
NCJWA: “Vera always said Council [in
Canberra] was her baby.”
NCJWA Canberra’s contribution to the
Jewish and general population continues to
this day and today’s function is a
celebration of 60 years of endeavor. I want
to pay tribute to all the women who have
worked hard to make Council such a
success. We follow today in the footsteps
of some amazing pioneers. I want to
extend special thanks to Janet Frommer
for organising this evening’s event with the
steering committee. Can you please show
your appreciation by acclamation.
We usually say to a person when we wish
them well: Bis hundert und zwanzig – may
you live to be 120. So I say to Council: Bis
120! May Council go from strength to
strength in its next 60 years!
Sylvia Deutsch
*Sources:
Marlo L. Newton, Making a Difference: A history of the
National Council of Jewish Women of Australia, NCJW,
Melbourne, 2000, ISBN 1 87646 12 4
Rabbi Israel Porush, “The Canberra Jewish
Community”, AJHS Journal, Vol.IX, Part 3, 1982 (whole
issue)
Original NCJWA Canberra minute book, covering the
period from 1955-1960, held in the NCJWA section in
the Centre’s archive room.

Sylvia Deutsch and Merrilyn Sernack
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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Speech by Di Hirsh OAM to Canberra Section at the 60th
Anniversary Celebration
I urge you to think about how you can contribute to this great
organisation, NCJWA, and in doing so make a positive contribution
to your whole community. You won’t be sorry.
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen
I am so pleased to be here this evening, to
be able to share in the celebrations of
Canberra Section’s 60th anniversary and
bring you greetings from the National Board
and Executive of the National Council of
Jewish Women of Australia.
Sylvia has talked to you about the history
of NCJWA Canberra Section already. I
wonder what Canberra would have looked
like 60 years ago, in 1955? How many Jews
were living here then? There are probably
people in this room who know the answers
to these questions better than me.
However I dare say that Canberra was a
very different place then than it is today.
The Jewish population would have been
very small.
I would like to tell you a little about the
early days of our organisation, which was
established in 1923, by Dr Fanny Reading in
Sydney. Initially it was known as the
Council of Jewish Women.
Dr Fanny, as she was affectionately known,
was an amazing woman. She was a staunch
Zionist and great visionary who aimed to
establish a national organisation with
branches in every city in Australia.
Born in Russia in 1884, Fanny Rubinowich
arrived in Australia as a young girl and lived
in Ballarat with her family. She never
forgot the loneliness she felt as a new
migrant, especially without knowledge of
the language. She was an accomplished
musician, studying Music and later Medicine
at the University of Melbourne, before
moving to Sydney and establishing a
medical practice firstly with her brother
and then on her own. By day she would
work in her busy Kings Cross surgery and
then organise meetings and events by night
from her home next door.
The first Conference of Jewish Women of
Australasia was held in Sydney in May 1929,
at which time the organisation became
known as the National Council of Jewish
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Women. 115 delegates attended this
conference, including women from New
Zealand. Many women from interstate
returned home eager to establish sections
themselves. That year sections were
established in Adelaide, Perth, Ballarat,
Geelong, South Brisbane, Newcastle and
Kalgoorlie.
I pay tribute to the outstanding foresight of
our founder, who in 1923 aimed to
establish a national organisation, to open
the hearts and minds of Jewish women
around Australia to service in the
community. Dr Fanny organised Jewish
women in community service, education
and fundraising for projects locally and in
Israel, Jewish and non-Jewish.
She also made the very first international
connections for Australian Jewry when she
attended the International Council of
Jewish Women Convention in Washington in
1925 and the Council of Jewish Women
became an affiliate.
Dr Fanny’s achievements and vision have
been a great inspiration to me in the past 4
years that I have held the position of
National President. The values that Dr
Fanny and her team held dear 92 years ago
are still relevant to our organisation today,
although perhaps expressed differently.
Today Dr Fanny’s spirit lives on in the
wonderful women I have worked with in
NCJWA. Today we have 7 sections around
Australia: in Brisbane, Gold Coast, NSW,
Canberra, Victoria, South Australia and
Western Australia. Each has their own
flavour and their own emphases, yet all
sections are involved in community service,
in empowering women and in raising muchneeded funds for local causes and programs
as well as projects in Israel.
Our community service activities are very
varied and include senior citizen clubs,
volunteering in various communal
organisations, reading to seniors in agedcare facilities and packing birthing kits, to
name just a few. Our Mum for Mum
program is run in 2 sections and involves

volunteers trained by a
social worker to
Di Hirsh OAM
offer support to new
mothers who are
isolated from their own support system.
These mums are referred to us by
hospitals, health centres and doctors. The
program is extremely successful with many
women wanting to volunteer and a large
number of mothers who are being helped in
this way. The program is for mums of all
backgrounds, not only from the Jewish
community. I think Dr Fanny would be
particularly proud of programs such as this
that we run. It connects closely with her
own work in Kings Cross all those years ago.
Our Status of Women portfolio is a key
plank of our platform. This includes our
involvement with the National Women’s
alliances that work closely with the
Australian Federal Office for women: ERA,
Equality Rights Alliance; and AWAVA,
Women Against Violence Alliance. We are
also involved with Stop the Traffik, an
organisation that works against trafficking
around the world.
The status of Jewish women is an
important part of this also. The plight of
the agunah, the Jewish woman who is
unable to obtain a Jewish divorce from her
husband, is a cause that has been
championed for many years by NCJWA.
Our interfaith and intercultural
involvement is strong in our seven sections
around Australia. This is an area of our
activities that is very dear to my heart and
one that I am pleased to say is making a
name for NCJWA. It is vital for all of us to
reach out to people of other cultures and
backgrounds, to help them understand our
customs and traditions, as well as giving us
the opportunity to learn more about them.
I know that Dr Anita Shroot and others are
very involved in interfaith activities here in
Canberra.
We have very close connections with
Jewish women around the world through
our active involvement in ICJW, with 10 of
our members on the International
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Executive. Through ICJW we are
represented at the United Nations in New
York, Paris, Vienna and Geneva as well as
at the Council of Europe. At the ICJW
Convention held in Prague last year Robyn
Lenn, a past National President, became
the ICJW President, a great honour for our
organisation and for the Australian Jewish
Community.
Our 30th National Conference will be held
in Sydney from 31 May to 3 June, in just 2
weeks. The theme of conference is:
Jewish Women Unite: Be Seen, Be Heard
We have an exciting program of speakers
and sessions organised, with Larke Riemer,
Head of Women’s Markets at Westpac, our
keynote speaker on the Monday, a debate
on Jewish Australia 2030 on Monday
evening, a workshop on what NCJWA can
do to help in the area of Family Violence,
and our keynote speaker at the Closing
Dinner, Dr Eman Sharobeem, CEO of the
NSW Immigrant Women’s Health Service,
to name but a few highlights. If you have
the opportunity to be in Sydney then,
please join us.
As my term as National President comes to

an end at conference, I look back over the
past four years. One of the most delightful
activities is always visiting our sections. I
have been to Canberra a number of times
and always look forward to meeting the
steering committee and members of the
section. Their warm hospitality is greatly
appreciated. I think you will all agree with
me that the women on the committee do a
fantastic job organising activities and
raising funds for our projects in Israel as
well as locally. I know they are also active
members of the whole community. I don’t
want to mention people by name in case I
leave someone out, but over the course of
my visits, different members of the
committee have met me at the airport,
fed me, given me a warm bed, driven me
around to see Canberra’s sights and taken
me to appointments. Nothing was ever too
much for them. Thank you sincerely to all
the committee members for the countless
hours you give to NCJWA Canberra.
I would like to single out one however.
Sylvia Deutsch OAM, has given her heart
and soul to this community over many
years. I know she will be greatly missed
when she moves to Sydney. Sylvia’s Medal
in the Order of Australia that she has just
received, is most definitely very well-

deserved recognition of her dedication and
commitment to this community. However
no-one is irreplaceable, not even Sylvia,
and she would be the first to say that. This
is the ideal opportunity for new faces,
possibly younger women, to step up, put
your hand up and take a position on the
committee, or at least offer to help in
some way. I urge you to think about how
you can contribute to this great
organisation, NCJWA, and in doing so make
a positive contribution to your whole
community. You won’t be sorry. There are
outstanding women on the committee
ready to support you. What you get out of
it is far greater than what you put in.
Thank you for asking me to speak to you
this evening. May the NCJWA Canberra
Section continue with great success for
another 60 years, to 120!
I would like to finish with the words of our
founder:
Women Working Together Can Achieve
Anything.
Di Hirsh OAM

BACK ROW (left-right): Di Hirsh, Karen Tatz, Barbara Butow, Fleur Wimborne, Adele Rosalky, Margaret Beadman
FRONT: Sylvia Deutsch
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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Angie Glance, Romi Rutovitz. Deborah Shroot
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

Karen Tatz and Janet Frommer
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

Margaret Beadman and Bev Chalker
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

Tom Frommer
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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Janet Frommer
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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Guests enjoying the 60th Anniversary Cocktail Party
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

Fred and Margaret Schaeffer, Sally McDonald
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

L-R: Yael Cass, Rebbetzin Linsay, Rabbi Alon Meltzer, Deb Sims
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

George Rothman, Sylvia and Andy Deutsch
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold

Sarit Cohen, Galia Shy and Bev Chalker
Photo: Courtesy of Bill Arnold
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2015 National Conference for Council of
Jewish Women Australia - 31 May, Sydney
This inaugural award was proudly accepted by Yvette Goode on behalf of all
Council members here in Canberra.
Conference officially began with a cocktail
part in a lovely private home in Vaucluse,
although there had been both a Director’s
meeting and an Executive meeting during
the day. The guest speaker on Sunday night
was Ethy Levy, the Israel Trade
Commissioner. She spoke about the
brilliant and innovative areas of technology
being developed in Israel, not just in IT,
but other areas as well, such as agriculture
and water technologies. The most
impressive for us was the “Re-Walk” exo
skeleton that enables some paraplegics to
move around without a wheel chair. This
has the potential to revolutionise life for
paraplegics who otherwise would be
destined to life in a wheel chair with no
hope of ever standing upright on their own
ever again. We were most impressed with
what we heard and the presenter.
Throughout the Conference there were
business sessions, workshops and
presenters speaking on particular topics.
Presenters included a representative from
Westpac, speaking about women’s
involvement in the finance sector, a
speaker on the Mum for Mum/Caring Mums
community service program and a session
with different speakers informing us about
human trafficking.
Workshops included a session on Israeli and
Jewish Women’s independence and family
violence. In addition, Dalia Ayalon Sinclair
chaired a session on our relationship with
Israel, which included short films about
current Israeli projects with which
Australia has been involved. Our own Dr
Anita Shroot chaired a session on women’s
contributions across cultures, where three
women from very different cultures spoke
with passion about their lives and their
work.
Business sessions looked to the future of
NCJWA and how we could build on the
legacy of Dr Fanny Reading. Many
wonderful ideas arose in these sessions. In
time these ideas will be collated and
distributed to Sections. There was an
evening debate, with four very different
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people from the Jewish community
speaking both for and against the topic
which roughly looked at life in Jewish
Australia by the year 2030. As part of the
Conference the 3 Fanny Reading scholars
made presentations and chaired or
organised various sessions.
Canberra Section was honoured for its
excellent work in supporting Israeli
projects for women and children, usually
disadvantaged in some way. Canberra
Section raised the most money per capita
for these projects. Considering the
membership in our community compared to
the membership of the much larger
sections, this was very gratifying for the
Steering Committee here in Canberra. This
inaugural award was proudly accepted by
Yvette Goode on behalf of all Council
members here in Canberra.
One very important part of Conference is
the election of office bearers for the next
two years until plenary. All were elected
unopposed, but there is as yet no one
willing to accept the position of Honorary
Treasurer.
The office bearers are:
President
Rysia Rozen OAM (VIC)
Vice Presidents
Sylvia Deutsch OAM (NSW)
Carolyn Goldsmith OAM (QLD)
Directors
Shirley Glance (VIC)
Jill Green (WA)
Victoria Nadel (NSW)
Dr Anita Shroot (ACT)
Immediate Past President
Di Hirsh
Honorary Treasurer
Vacant
The catering for the Conference was
excellent, with the provision of both

lactose free and
gluten free food.
The morning and
afternoon teas
ensured all
participants would
go home with
expanded
waistlines. The closing dinner at The
Harbour Terrace at EASTS club was again
excellent and very moving with many
special awards and presentations. The
keynote speaker, Dr Eman Sharobeem, CEO
of Immigrant Women’s Health Services,
spoke movingly about her own life and the
challenges she faced as a woman without
power growing up in Egypt and how she
tenaciously forged a new life in Australia
with her children. There was some
discussion afterwards re the wisdom of
having a non Jewish speaker at the closing
dinner.
The Conference also looked to the future
and several important resolutions were
passed, including looking at ways a rebranding of the image of NCJWA might
promote a more modern appearance and so
appeal to increased numbers of younger
women which was seen by all Sections as
having a very high priority. Other high
priority areas were interfaith/multicultural
interactions, the status of women, health
issues for both women and men and Jewish
continuity. Israel projects were discussed
elsewhere.
We both felt that the Conference was
perhaps a little too long but that the
business sessions were very worthwhile.
Overall, it was a wonderful experience to
be surrounded by such motivated and
energised Jewish women.
Yvette Goode and Anita Shroot
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Zara Young OAM presenting the Award to Yvette Goode
Photo: Courtesy of Sylvia Deutsch

The Young OAM / Stewart-Kann OAM Israel Project Shield

ABOVE: Sylvia Deutsch, Yvette Goode and Anita Shroot holding the NCJWA Award
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Limmud-Shavuot - 23-25 May
Limmud, the internationally renowned Jewish learning conference, has
revolutionised Jewish learning around the world for thousands upon thousands
of Jews.
The ACT Jewish Community hosted our
inaugural Limmud Shavuot event in
Canberra, from May 22 to May 25. With
over 150 registrations and over 700 visits to
the Jewish Centre the success of the
program was ensured. We have our own
Rabbi Alon Meltzer to thank for being the
driving force behind this wonderful event.
Limmud, the internationally renowned
Jewish learning conference, has
revolutionised Jewish learning around the
world for thousands upon thousands of
Jews. It has created an ethos that supports
peer based learning, spanning the full
religious, political and cultural gamut of
Judaism.
Rabbi Meltzer wrote in the program guide:
“Today we stand in a Jewish world that is
fractured and perhaps some would go as
far as saying, broken. A world where we
read of scandals and division. No one and
nowhere is immune. We cannot hide away
while and say that we will weather the
storm, we need to be proactive in the
pursuit of unity in order to fix our people.
Limmud is part of a plan that could help us
on the road to recovery.”
“Many people have avoided Limmud around
the world because of its desire to stay
above the religious-political feuds, by
being pluralistic in its outlook. However,
perhaps avoiding those we disagree with
we actually do ourselves a disservice, as
Rabbi Yoni Rosensweig recently wrote
regarding Limmud Tel Aviv, “It would be
wise to hear what other people from other
culture contexts have to say, and to try
and incorporate their insights into our
lives.” Following this advice we are able to
learn, respect and perhaps even promote
ahavat yisrael, the love of our fellow
Jews.”
In the program guide, President Robert
Cussel, wrote: “It gives me great pleasure
to welcome all to our Limmud Shavuot in
Canberra, a weekend of learning and
engagement. Learning is central to our
Jewish religion and heritage. Over the
centuries, Jewish learning has been at the
very core of our being and aspirations.
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Hopefully, the coming weekend will be full
of exploration and wonder as we learn or
revisit new concepts and understandings.
Perhaps the most powerful aspect of this
experience will be that we do it together
as one community.
I would like thank the amazing volunteer
team, led by Rebbetzin Linsay Meltzer, who
laboured for many hours in the kitchen to
cook up a storm for all to enjoy. Thanks to
Rabbi Jordan Cohen of Emanuel Synagogue
for leading the Progressive program in such
a learned and inspiring manner. Finally, I
wish to express my appreciation for the
vision and supreme efforts of Rabbi Alon
Meltzer in conceiving and implementing the
concept of Limmud Shavuot for Canberra.”
The Limmud program offered 12 classes, 5
sermons, 2 panels, 1 teen leadership
training program, 3 teen learning sessions,
6 children's program sessions, Orthodox and
Progressive Services and a Women's Friday
Night Kabbalat Shabbat. It was undoubtedly
the biggest Jewish learning conference in
Canberra to date.
For those who were unable to attend this
time, perhaps thinking about the range and
depth of presentations might whet the
appetite for the next Limmud event. We
wish to build on the success of our first
Limmudfest, so bring your friends next
time.
On Friday night the women were treated to
a beautiful Kabbalat Shabbat service, so
ably led by Board member Sibella Stern,
with her lovely voice and depth of feeling
for the musicality of the service. On
Shabbat morning, Rabbi Jordan Cohen led
the Progressive service and delivered his
sermon, Finding Your Place in the Tribe.”
The Orthodox service featured a drasha by
Dr Gavriel Ansara, “Jewish Feminism: Not
an oxymoron, not just for women or
Orthodox Jews.” At the same time there
was a children’s program with a mixture of
Tochnit and fun and games. For many of
the adult sessions that ensued there were
also sessions for the children, ably led by
the madrichim who had elected to attend
Limmud for just this purpose.

We were treated to a truly festive kiddush
lunch, which was followed by a panel
discussion, with both Rabbis and Sibella
Stern. The theme was “Judaism’s Place in
the Modern World.”After this a choice had
to be made between attending Ittay
Flescher’s lecture, “Lost in Translation” or
our own Adele Rosalky, speaking on
“Textiles in Jewish Religious Ritual” a topic
very close to her heart. Mincha followed
and many of us returned for the evening
session, with a lavish Yom Tov dinner, after
which Tikun Leyil began.
The first sessions after dinner posed
another problem as to where we should go,
to listen to Rabbi Jordan Cohen on “The
Torah They Did Not Teach You in Hebrew
School” or to Dr Gavriel Ansara on
“Halachic Approaches to Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Inclusion.”
Following this were two classes, Mareike
Riedel speaking on “Jewish Traditions and
State Law – Recent Controversies,” and
Ittay Flescher, on “The Holy or the Broken
Hallelujah”, King David, BatSheva and
Leonard Cohen on the meaning of
repentance, and yes, we did sing that
famous Leonard Cohen song.
The final classes for the evening were
Rabbi Alon Meltzer speaking on “Ruth: The
Journey of a Convert and Their Place in the
Jewish World in 2015” and Dr Israel Berger,
on “A Jewish Historical View on Brain
Death and Organ Tissue Donation.” For
those who wished to stay on and continue
studying, there was all night tea/coffee
and cheesecake...yum!
Shavuot Day 1 began with breakfast for the
interstate guests, followed by services for
both congregations and a children’s
program. Daniel Coppel addressed the
Orthodox congregation on the topic of
“Youth: How They Affect The Community –
Past, Present and Future.” Rabbi Jordan
Cohen addressed the Progressive
congregation on the topic of “Standing at
Sinai – What Did Israel Not Know?” He also
spoke on Progressive Judaism, the evolving
nature of beliefs and practices and possible
future directions. At the same time as the
services there was a concurrent class with
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Ittay Flescher on “The Philosophy of
Martin Buber.”
Another wonderful lunch followed, with
ice cream for young and old. We then had
an interfaith panel discussion, with
Archbishop Christopher Prowse and Rabbi
Alon Meltzer, looking at interfaith
relationships and how far we have come in
this area. Following this again another
choice, to attend Professor Colin Tatz,
speaking on “Righting Human Wrongs” or
Rabbi Alon speaking on “The Twelve Tribes
– Twelve Ways We Can Educate Our
Children”. Later in the afternoon there
was an Orthodox service for Shavuot day 2.
In the morning there was again breakfast
for interstate guests, followed by an
Orthodox service, with a special Yizkor
sermon by Rabbi Alon. We were in for a
treat with our last lunch for the festival,
with the Hon Mr Michael Danby, MP.,

addressing us on the topic of America’s
deal with Iran, “Peace in our Time?” The
talk was based on an article Mr Danby had
written recently for the Weekend
Australian. Mr Danby very kindly took
many questions on this topic. Mincha
followed immediately afterwards. By the
end of the program we felt it had been a
Shavuot to remember.
Ben Berger on behalf of the Limmud-Oz
Board in Sydney wrote: "Wishing you all a
fantastic first ever Limmud in Canberra!
We are really excited to see Limmud
expand across Australia beyond Sydney and
Melbourne. We hope it is the first of many
and that Limmud becomes a fixture in our
capital. Congratulations to your organising
committee, we know how much work is
involved and it looks like the inaugural
program is going to be awesome. If you
catch the Limmud bug then pop over to
Sydney in June. Chag Sameach.”

In speaking with many of those who
attended our first ever Limmudfest, there
was almost unanimous praise for the
event, with several interstate guests
extremely impressed with the unique
nature of our community, where all are
free to be themselves, with no finger
pointing as can and does happen in some
larger communities. This cohesion does
not happen by magic, it needs to be
nurtured and developed by all of us,
members of the ACT Jewish Community.
We need to think about how far we have
come in the past 60 years and continue
working hard to ensure the viability and
success of our vibrant community for the
next 60 years and beyond.
Yvette Goode and Robert Cussel

Jewish Education at Cheder
Youth Group and Youth Activities
Adult Hebrew Classes
For details contact the Centre:
actadmin@canberrajewishcommunity.org or 6295 1052

Security Volunteers Needed
When you attend the Centre, do you see a familiar person at
the door welcoming you?
We have a small band of volunteers who provide security at our functions. It's important, because
someone seen at the door welcoming people is a great deterrent to people who may wish us harm.
If you can assist your community's safety, please contact me. You will receive training with an
experienced person before being asked to 'fly solo'. The Board has offered a $100 reduction in
membership fees for anyone doing security five times or more in one year.
At the moment, the load is being carried by a relatively small group of people - please join us.
Security Coordinators: Peter Neeson and John Serra

Email: secureyourcommunity@gmail.com or 0412 935 973
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Fabric of Jewish Life - 22-25 May
At the recent Limud Shavuot program 22-25 May, I was invited to
give a presentation which I named ‘Fabric of Jewish Life’.
The talk focused on the historical and
contemporary artistic influences that have
appeared on Jewish textiles, including
symbols and iconography. This has been a
topic dear to my heart, and over the years I
have produced many examples which I have
made and donated to augment our own
orthodox synagogue. The research on this
topic was undertaken while studying for a
degree in Applied Science (Cultural
Heritage Management).

I would like to thank David Rosalky for
assisting with the display of the images
during the talk, Bill Arnold for digitizing my
original slides and Vicki Coleman for
guidance with processing of the images in
hard copy.

Adele Rosalky

Adele Rosalky

Images of synagogue textiles, clothing,
items associated with the life cycle in the
Jewish tradition, and the Sabbath and
Passover were displayed and described. I
incorporated examples from the orthodox
ark in the National Jewish Memorial Centre
to illustrate the talk, and described their
provenance. I also discussed the artistic
influences that reflect the customs of
diverse Jewish communities and their
surrounding cultures, giving them an
historical context. Focus was also placed
on the input of women to the making of
synagogue ritual textiles, such as cutting
and decorating circumcision cloths to form
torah binders.
Star of David - Seder Plate, Vienna, c.1900. Ceramic, glazed.
The Jewish Museum, Prague

Menorah - Vault painting from the catacombs of the
Villa Torlonia, Rome,
3rd-4th centuries BCE.
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Menorah/Tree of Life - Parochet of Ark, orthodox synagogue.
National Jewish Memorial Centre, Canberra
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Bequests
There are many ways you can help the ACT
Jewish Community to thrive
You may wish to give a specific cash gift, a specific asset,
the remaining assets of your estate, a bequest of a life
insurance policy or the establishment of an income
generating endowment.
Bequests, like other gifts, can be designated for a purpose
or given without restriction. It is advisable to consult a
solicitor when preparing your will to ensure that your
wishes will be settled according to your instructions.
If you would like to leave a bequest to the ACT Jewish
Community, please contact the President or Treasurer
for further information.

Grumps R Us
An informal forum for men who
have retired or working part time
Meets: Thursdays at 2.00 pm at the Centre
Lunch on the first Thursday of the month

Table Tennis, Projects,
Great Company, Great coffee,
Great Cakes!

Do you like to hear talks
delivered by interesting guest
speakers and enjoy lunch with
friends at the same time?

Lunch ‘n Lecture
is back!
Cost is a very reasonable $7.00
Please RSVP to the office to enable us
to set places and cater appropriately.

Look for the notifications in our weekly Grapevine

A Gentle Reminder about Membership Fees
The membership fee notices for the financial year are about to be issued. If for any
reason you are not in a position to pay the full amount we encourage you to contact
the President or Treasurer.
If you are not yet a member, but are contemplating joining, we encourage you to
do so, by contacting the office (actadmin@canberrajewishcommunity.org) or Board
member.
ACTJC serves all Jews in Canberra and needs your support to continue to do this.
Donations are always welcome anytime during the year.
Note: The Canberra Jewish Education Building Fund is tax deductible
AC T J E W I S H
COMM UNITY

We look forward to your participation and involvement in the community
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Anne Frank Exhibition - 2 February - 31 March
The official opening of the exhibition by Netherlands ambassador Annemieke
Ruigrok took place on the evening of 4 February.
Late 2014 Rabbi Meltzer was approached by
Boyd Klap, CNZM, QSO, Chairman of the
Anne Frank Foundation Australia, to help
find a suitable location in Canberra to
launch the newly developed Anne Frank
exhibition ‘Let Me Be Myself’. This
exhibition replaced the previous exhibition
‘Anne Frank: A History for Today’ which
had toured Victoria and NSW in the past
few years. Rabbi Meltzer suggested the
National Jewish Memorial Centre as a
venue.
In January 2015 a request went out to
Community members to volunteer to be
trained as guides for the exhibition to be
held through February and March. Two
days of training were held on 2 and 3
February, led by Levien Rouw who had
come from Anne Frank House in Amsterdam
to deliver the training. Around 22 people
were given training in the form of oral and
written material. The aim of Anne Frank
House is to develop educational programs
to raise young people’s awareness of the
dangers of anti-Semitism, racism and
discrimination, and to teach the
importance of freedom, equal rights and
democracy. Locally, at this point, Arava
Klein was engaged to contact schools in the
ACT to draw their attention to the
forthcoming exhibition, and a roster was
set in place where volunteer guides could
fill in morning, afternoon or evening slots.
The official opening of the exhibition by
Netherlands ambassador Annemieke
Ruigrok took place on the evening of 4
February. The German embassy cultural
attache, and the Israeli Ambassador were
also in attendance. Each gave an address
to the invited audience. Boyd Klap spoke,
as did Tom Blumenthal who described his
experiences as a child escaping Nazi
persecution during WWII. Rabbi Meltzer
delivered a blessing and a young
Community member, Tamar Barhen, read
an extract from the diary.
After the formalities, the audience went
upstairs to view the exhibition. It was
arranged in two distinct sections. On
entering the auditorium the visitor viewed
a chronological description with
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photographs, starting with Anne’s birth and
life in Germany (1929-1933), through
twenty-one panels dealing with the rise of
Nazism in Germany, the family’s relocation
to the Netherlands as the war descended,
their hurried move to the hiding place in
the secret annexe, betrayal and
deportation to the camps (1944-45), and
finally Anne’s father Otto’s return to
Amsterdam after the war and his
reflections on the past. Anne’s diary,
which she had received for her thirteenth
birthday, plays an integral part in the
display with poignant and moving quotes,
and a facsimile of the diary itself sat in its
own display case. The presence of Anne
was strongly felt throughout the exhibition.
The following seven panels dealt with
contemporary issues and were specifically
targeted at young visitors to the exhibition.
They told the stories of six young people
and how they dealt with prejudice,
discrimination and exclusion in our time.
These panels were accompanied by two
short films. The most powerful panel was
the final one asking the visitors to question
themselves on how each individual would
handle these issues.
Staffing an exhibition of this
scale was a challenging
exercise. Guide numbers
dropped almost as soon as the
exhibition began and the task
of filling all the time slots
with two people meant a
guide co-ordinator had to take
responsibility for the task.
Initially we had the good
fortune of having with us a
student from Melbourne,
trained guide, Madi Foreman,
who was undertaking a
Professional Practice for her
university course. She took on
the task of co-ordinating the
guides for several weeks while
developing the theme of her
topic. Madi was excellent and
got the guides off to a good
start, but once her university
year commenced in March,
she had to return to

Melbourne. At that point Adele Rosalky
took on the role of guide co-ordination and
continued until the final day at the end of
March. Throughout March the school group
numbers increased considerably, often with
several schools visiting each day, varying in
numbers from ten to forty students. The
guides became proficient at juggling school
groups with the general public, as well as
co-ordinating the film which ran
continuously in a downstairs room. A small
core of reliable guides developed to
undertake the challenging job of dealing
with school children in the final four
weeks, and they contributed enormously to
the success of the event.
Some visitors to the exhibition were clearly
upset and moved by the subject matter,
and hospitality was offered to all visitors
with complementary tea and coffee which
was much appreciated. Overall, public
response to the exhibition was excellent
and represented a good public relations
exercise with the wider Canberra
community.
Adele Rosalky
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Living History with Tom and Edith Blumenthal
…as survivors are becoming fewer over the years there will come a day when all
that will be left of the survivors will be their testimonies and the memories their
families and friends have of them.
On a sunny winter’s day recently Tom,
Edith and I went out for an afternoon
coffee, to a venue where we had all been
many times before. Tom brought some
documents with him and indicated that I
would be able to peruse them later at my
leisure. The get-together was for a specific
purpose and so we started to chat, or
rather Tom and Edith talked and I
enthusiastically listened. Time went by far
too fast...
Earlier this year at the poignant opening
ceremony for the Anne Frank Exhibition
here in Canberra, there were in the
audience two teachers from Masada
College located on Sydney’s North Shore.
Like many other visitors to Canberra for
this special event, they had come without
any expectations except to attend the
opening of this new travelling exhibition.
What they heard on that night led to
something extraordinary for our members,
Tom and Edith Blumenthal.
We here in Canberra know Tom and Edith
well. Every Yom Hashoah they, along with
other survivors, light candles in memory of
the Six Million at the formal observance of
this annual commemoration of the Shoah.
Edith has told me that for many of the
survivors Yom Hashoah is the most sacred
day in the year. It is of the utmost
importance to both of them that whatever
happens in this ceremony honours the
millions of Jews who were so inhumanely
and viciously slaughtered.
As is usual at an opening for an event,
various guest speakers have an opportunity
to articulate their position in relation to
the display or exhibition. It was a moving
moment for all of us when the Ambassadors
of Israel and Holland, together with the
representative of the German Embassy,
shared the stage. The significance of this
was not lost by any of the parties or those
in the large audience, particularly when all
three warmly shook hands before leaving
the stage. For representatives of countries
who had such a cruel and bitter history it
was quite a moment in time.
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As part of the opening ceremony, it was
most appropriate that a survivor of the
Holocaust should be asked to relate a small
part of his story. That honour was given to
Thomas Blumenthal, a well respected
member of the ACT Jewish Community.
One could not have predicted what would
happen next for Tom, as he gave solemn
testimony of some of the dreadful
experiences he and his mother had
suffered when he was a child in hiding
during the Shoah.
Tom had spoken of these matters in the
past, both here in Canberra and in
Adelaide, where he and his wife Edith lived
for many years. He generously shared some
of his stories with many of the students
who later came to the Exhibition. For these
young people it was almost unbelievable
that anyone could have survived, a feeling
that was repeated when they saw how
Anne Frank, her family and some friends
barely existed whilst in hiding in
Amsterdam.
Edith has been more reticent to speak in
public of her time in a concentration camp
and other related matters, as it still is very
painful and distressing for her to dredge up
these awfully agonising memories of
deprivation. She has done so only once or
twice but would prefer to think more about
her relatively peaceful and happy life now
than the heartbreaking one from her
childhood in Europe under Nazi occupation.
After the formalities of the opening
ceremony of the exhibition we were free to
go upstairs to the auditorium and wander
around the panels which graphically told
Anne Frank’s story. For some of us it was
the beginning of acting as guides for the
visitors who came and left touching and
sometimes emotional thoughts in the
visitor’s book; for others it was just
another opening ceremony, albeit a very
important one...but not for Tom and Edith.
The two teachers from Masada College
made contact with Tom and Edith and

asked them if they would like to take part
in a project, “Living Historians,” with their
Year 10 students and come to Sydney. The
aim of the project was to give the
students, through meaningful interactions
with survivors, an authentic opportunity to
investigate and research real life
experiences in the Holocaust and so
acquire a deep understanding of the
history of the Holocaust and the Nazi
attempt at Jewish genocide.
The school had planned to have five living
historians and Tom and Edith were asked to
be part of the group for 2015. As a result,
Tom and Edith went to Sydney on 18 March
and met with two groups of students at the
Sydney Jewish Museum. They all talked for
quite a while and the students asked many
questions. Tom discussed in some detail
the three years he was in hiding and Edith
also spoke in depth of her experiences.
The students listened attentively. As part
of their project they had to say what they
had personally understood from
undertaking such tasks and what they
perceived the impact of Tom’s And Edith’s
experiences had been on them as young
people; all of the students who listened so
attentively also had to articulate what
hearing these testimonies meant to them.
There were approximately twelve to
thirteen students in both groups and they
had to report back to the school on Tom’s
and Edith’s experiences during the Shoah.
For the non Jewish students it was quite
challenging and the injustice hardly
believable.
The results of the project were presented
at Masada College on 17 May 2015 to a
packed audience in the school hall. As
living historians each Year 10 group had
prepared slides that told the stories, from
being in the happy, loving families of all
five of the participants, to the incredibly
shocking changes that were forced upon
the Jewish people of Europe by Hitler. It is
a story we adults know only too well from
the history of the Jewish people and from
our families, but hearing it in detail from
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actual survivors had an enormous impact on
the students, who had listened, heard and
recorded the stories. As custodians of the
legacies Tom and Edith and the others who
participated shared with the students, they
promised to keep telling the stories so as to
keep their remarkable histories alive.
Tom, Edith, Jack Green, Chana Grauman
and Dennis Rudnick, the other living
historians, were each presented with a
souvenir booklet the students had created.
Each student wrote beautifully and movingly
about the impact of the histories with which
they had become involved. Reading these
letters is proof of how effective such a
program is for all who were involved,
especially when the students compared
their lives in an affluent Australia to life
under Nazi occupation.
The questions the students asked during the
interviews showed a range of knowledge,
some of which had been gained from
studying the topic of the Holocaust, some of
which was part of their own family history.
Perhaps the greatest impact was on the non
Jewish students and their parents, many of
whom had not heard stories like this in such
detail. However, some of the non Jewish
students and their parents had also suffered
discrimination in their own lives so were
able to understand at some level the impact
this can have on a young person.

They live in towns like yours,
Go to schools like yours,
Play with their friends, or sit alone...
Just like the children we remember.

Tom and Edith Blumenthal in conversation
with Yvette Goode.

Masada College Program for the Living Historians
Project

Before Tom and Edith came back to
Canberra they again visited the Sydney
Jewish Museum to record their testimonies.
Perhaps one day they will let us publish
their testimonies in Hamerkaz. They both
have said that as survivors are becoming
fewer over the years there will come a day
when all that will be left of the survivors
will be their testimonies and the memories
their families and friends have of them. It
was this very thought that led Steven
Spielberg many years ago to commence his
Shoah project, which has now collected as
many testimonies of survivors as is humanly
possible.
On the back cover of the program Masada
College had prepared for the Year 10 Living
Historians Program is a simple but eloquent
poem by Chana Abells which was so
appropriate for this occasion.
The children who survived are grown now.
Some have children of their own.

Tom and Edith Blumenthal
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Bar-Mitzvah Weekend - 18-19 April
A very special weekend for all of our community, for we honoured the coming
of age of two young men and we did it in fine style!
The weekend of the 18th and 19th April was
very special for all of our community, for
we honoured the coming of age of two
young men and we did it in fine style! In a
small community like ours one barmitzvah
occasionally is the norm, but celebrating
two over the same weekend is
extraordinary!
On Shabbat Ethan Platow celebrated his
Barmitzvah in the Progressive
congregation, with a lavish celebratory
Kiddush luncheon following immediately
afterwards. Ethan very ably gave a speech
to those assembled in the hall, showing
the community his wisdom, intelligence,
maturity and commitment. His deep
devotion to his Barmitzvah studies was
clearly evident. His parents were very

proud and as they have little family here
in Australia the invitation to the whole
community to help make this day special
was very much appreciated by everyone.

Just when we thought it might be time to
go home Ilya surprised us with a
performance by his drumming group,
which was extremely spirited. Brilliant!

On the Sunday we had the weekend’s
second Barmitzvah, this time in the
Orthodox shul. Being Rosh Chodesh there
was a reading from the torah, very capably
handled by Ilya Weisman. Ilya has been
taking a leading part in some of the
Shabbat services for a while now so he
seemed very calm as he leyned and
davened. Later he confessed to being a
little nervous but no one could really tell.
Again all of the community were invited to
a superb luncheon in the hall and Ilya
spoke with the same kind of perception
and insight as we had seen the day before.

Mazel Tov to Ethan and Ilya, parents,
grandparents, teachers, caterers,
performers... basically everyone who had
anything at all to do with making this such
a memorable weekend for our community.
Below are two photos taken on the
Sunday. In photo 1, we see Ilya on the
bimah and in photo 2, we see Ethan in the
foreground on the right. Thank you to
Sarah Weisman for providing us with these
images.
Yvette Goode

Photo 1

Photo 2
PAGE 44 | Issue 530

www.actjc.org.au

Ethan Grace-Platow Bar-Mitzvah - 18 April
Hello. I would just like to thank everyone
here today for being at my Bar Mitzvah. It
means a lot to me and it is greatly
appreciated.
Here in Canberra, there are not a lot of
Jews and I think that it is important to not
hide Judaism away, but to let it be
something that people know and I think
that every Jew in Canberra should be open
and visible with our religion. It is
important to know who you are and what
it means to be who you are.
A Bar Mitzvah is not becoming a man in the
sense that you can buy alcohol or move
out, and it is not about becoming a strong,
bearded man. Instead it’s more about
spiritually growing up and being able to
see the more complex side of an idea or an
argument. You must choose to forgive
others and yourself, choose to not make
you or someone else a victim. For
example, a young child would ask for ice
cream and be denied it by their parents.
They would then say ‘I hate you’ out of
rage and in his mind the parents are now
“Bad”. Spiritually growing up and being
able to see more would mean that the
child sees not hate but instead a rule, and
then later comes to see why it is a rule.
My Parsha talks about Kashrut laws. We
are given laws in the Torah by G-d about
what we should eat and other laws about
interacting with other living things. I find
it interesting that G-d set these laws about
how we should interact with animals and
that these rules were made to be just as
important as how we interact with
humans.
I thought about Tikun Olam which, as most
of you know, is a rabbinical concept that
we all share a mission to repair the world.
Tikun Olam and Kashrut laws work
together. We really need to watch out for
what we eat and care about where it
comes from.
When I was learning about Tikkun Olam
and Kashrut, I asked: if there is a starving
person and to feed them all you have is a
ham sandwich. Do you give it to them?
I learned that because of Pikuach Nefesh,
which means that a religious law can be
disregarded to save a human life, the
answer is Yes. If life is in danger then it is

okay to break Kashrut laws. There have
obviously been incidents where someone
has been forced to eat non-Kosher food to
survive. I was discussing with Rabbi
Meltzer and he brought to my attention a
prayer made by Rabbi Aharon Bernard
Davids of the Dutch community in
Rotterdam and possibly Rabbi Simon
Dasberg of Gronigen Holland for the Jews
who were going to the Bergen Belsen
concentration camp. This prayer was to Gd saying that they were not able safeguard
against chametz on Pesach under the hand
of the Nazis. The prayer stated that G-d
set rules about what to eat on Pesach but
their life is more important. So to make
sure that they can stay alive they would
have to eat chametz.
I have been thinking about the way I want
to keep Kosher, and the ways you can
engage with these rules. If I don’t keep
Kosher on a day to day basis then it is
important to at least keep Kosher on
holidays, like on Pesach you eat food that
is Kosher le Pesach. In my mind I think
that if you are going the follow the rules
on a holiday with, for example, a Seder,
then you might as well follow the rules
fully and properly. I also consider that I
will continue to think about the laws of
Kashrut as I continue my Jewish life, and
perhaps a bigger understanding of the
“why” will change the way I follow the
rules.

involved in the community or just
becoming more known in the community.
For me, I think that both of those are valid
answers and are practical ways of making
your Bar/Bat Mitzvah more than just
reading from the Torah. They are about a
commitment to Judaism that you gain
from a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. My mother never
had a Bat Mitzvah but my father had a Bar
Mitzvah when he was thirteen and now I
am continuing the Jewish tradition and
having my own. This is important to my
family because for them it is important for
me to keep a Jewish identity and from
that to keep Judaism throughout future
family. This also, is why I received a
Jewish education - for me to prepare for
today and the rest of my life as a
committed Jew.
I would now like to take a moment to
thank everyone who has helped me for
today including Kim Gotlieb, who
unfortunately could not be here today,
Rabbi Meltzer, Bec, Rafi, Jerzey, Barak,
my parents and of course, everyone in the
community here today. Thank you.
Ethan Grace-Platow

Also in Sh’mini we learn about Aaron’s two
elder sons, Nadav and Avihu and their
offering to G-d that led to their death. G-d
said, in chapter 10 of Sh’mini, “I will be
sanctified through those around Me, and
before all the people I will be glorified.”
The ambiguity in G-d’s statement really
raises questions about what it means to be
Jewish, about our commitment to
Judaism, and how different people can
understand their Judaism in different
ways.
For me, being Jewish is about my identity
as a Jew. It is about who I am, who I am
becoming and my growing commitment to
Judaism.
What does my Bar Mitzvah mean to me?
Well for many people, they believe that it
is gaining a new attitude towards Judaism.
Whether that means becoming more
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Ilya Weisman Bar-Mitzvah - 19 April
The Portion of the Torah that I read today
was the reading for Rosh Chodesh, from
the book of Bamidbar. The reading is
about the communal sacrifices that were
given at the Temple on weekdays, Shabbat
and Rosh Chodesh. These communal
sacrifices were paid for by a special
donation that the Israelites made to the
Temple while it still stood. In fact one of
the 613 Mitzvot in the Torah is that all
Israelites should donate half a shekel each
year. The part of the Torah that tells
about this commandment is called Parshat
Shekalim, where Moses took donations for
the Mishkan in the book of Shemot (Exodus
30: 11-16).
Rashi tells us that the donation for the
temple sacrifices has multiple purposes.
He says that this donation is not only to
pay for the temple sacrifices and
maintenance but also a way to count
Jews. The prophet Hosea said, "And the
number of the children of Israel shall be as
the sand of the sea, which shall neither be
measured nor counted." So Rashi says that
when you want to count Jews, don’t count
them directly, but each Jew should give a
half-shekel, and you should count the
shekels to work out the number.
In Parshat Shekalim the Torah says, “Heashir lo yarbeh v’hadal lo yam-it mimachatzit hashekel.“ “The rich shall give
no more and the poor shall give no less
than half a shekel.”
Rav Kook, the first Chief Rabbi of Palestine
says that by this commandment, Hashem
wanted each of the Israelites to recognize
his individual value, so the rich and the
poor were required to give the same
amount of money. However, each
individual donated only half a shekel, not
a whole shekel, to symbolise that every
individual needs to join with others to
make a nation.
Rabbi Yosef Zvi Halevy who was the Head
of the Tel-Aviv Rabbinical Court writes
that the message of Parshat Shekalim is
unity. He reasons that one of the primary
purposes of the Temple was to be where
the Jewish people unite, because all Jews
came to the Temple three times a year, on
Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot. So the
Shekalim donated to the Temple were in
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essence helping Jewish unity. Now that we
don’t have the Temple to donate the
Shekalim to, Rabbi Yosef Zvi says, we
should still do other things to promote
Jewish unity in commemoration of the
donations.
Parshat Shekalim is read on the Shabbat
before or on Rosh Chodesh Adar. The
Gemara says that this is a way of
announcing that it is time for people to
send their half a shekel to the Temple
(Megilah 29a-b). Rabbi David Avudraham,
a medieval scholar, writes that the
Israelites used to read Parshat Shekalim
aloud in Temple times, and we still do it
to remember the mitzvah. However, Sefer
HaChinuch, a famous medieval
commentary on the mitzvot, writes that
the whole concept of reading Parshat
Shekalim aloud only started after the
destruction of the Temple. We read
Parshat Shekalim as a partial way of
fulfilling the Mitzvah of giving the half
Shekel now that we can no longer actually
give it.
Nowadays, on erev Purim there is a custom
to donate three coins to charity to recall
the Half Shekel that was donated annually
to the temple. Each coin should be worth
half the standard currency of the country.
The reason that three coins are given
instead of only one is because in the Torah
Portion dealing with the half shekel the
word ‘terumah’ – donation and the words
‘mechatzit hashekel’ – half shekel both
appear three times.
For those who didn’t understand, basically
three coins should be given on Erev Purim,
which are each half of the standard
currency of the country where you live,
like this 50 cents from Australia, or this 50
agarot from Israel, or this 50 kopeyek from
Russia, or this 50 ur from Denmark, or this
50 centavos from Mexico, or this 50 rupiah
from Indonesia, or this 50 fils from Jordan,
or this 50 tin from Kazakhstan …
Well I’m a coin collector, so I could keep
going for a long time, but I think the rabbi
wants to fit his drasha in today as well.
I would like to end by giving a big thank
you to David Rosalky who was my Bar
Mitzvah teacher. He taught me how to do

the Torah Reading and other prayers as
well as many other things to do with
Judaism. I would also like to thank the
other people who taught me about
Judaism and Bar Mitzvah especially my
grandfather, my mother and Rabbi
Meltzer. I want to thank all people that
came from outside Canberra to come to
my Bar Mitzvah. I would also really like to
thank my father whose excellent food we
are all enjoying. Finally I would like to
thank everyone here who has listened to
my drasha.
The main point of the mitzvah of the half
shekel is to be part of the community. I
feel privileged to now be part of the
Jewish community as an adult.
Chodesh tov.
Ilya Weisman
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Lunch ‘n Lecture - 7 May
'Working for Peace Despite the Odds'
Under the wide umbrella of Jewish Care
Canberra, led by Anita Shroot, this popular
event attracted an interested and
sometimes vocal audience. Our guest
speaker was Yonatan Genauer, better
known to his friends as Shahar. He spoke to
us for a long time and calmly answered the
many questions put to him on his chosen
topic, 'Working for Peace Despite the Odds'.

Bachelor and a Masters Degree in that field
and graduating with excellence. He was
able to put his gradually improving Arabic
skills to use, by designing and leading a
unique program for Arabic-speaking girls in
a Jewish juvenile delinquent institute.

At the completion of his Bachelor’s Degree
he joined the Hand-in-Hand bilingual Jewish
-Arab school project. He worked at the
Shahar has an interesting personal history.
school for eight years as a kindergarten
He grew up in Jerusalem with two Zionist
teacher and art teacher, carrying out many
parents who had made Aliyah from the
different projects. Over those years, he
United States. He was mostly occupied by
became a fluent Arabic speaker. During
his own close, Jewish environment: friends, these years he also worked for an
girlfriend, school-studies, just like many
organization called Kids for Peace that
young Jewish men everywhere. It was only organized and carried out summer camps
through his military service that he became for mixed Jewish and Palestinian youth.
intimately acquainted with the political
situation.
Throughout the years, his main interest in
the conflict was less the political side and
As a healthy and motivated young man, he
more the social and cultural aspects,
quickly became a commander in the Israeli however during his talk there were many
forces serving in an infantry unit during the questions about various aspects of the
years 94-97.He served two out of three
conflict and his position in relation to what
years in Palestinian refugee camps,
he and his colleagues are trying to achieve.
standing at check-points, and doing guard
It is clear that there has been some limited
duty, patrols, and other regular military
success in the projects he has designed, but
tasks.
this must be viewed against the existing
political situation and the numerous
Coming out of the military service he felt
perceptions and ideologies that at times
an urge to learn more about the conflict
engulf all parties in the State of Israel and
and registered to study Middle Eastern
the wider Palestinian territories.
Studies and Arabic Literature at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, completing a
Shahar was realistic about the quest for

peace and the viability of a two-state
solution given the current status quo,
noting the many obstacles in the way,
however, he remains positive about the
small but important successful steps that
have been achieved in moving towards a
better understanding of cultures for all
participants.
Many thanks must first go to Shahar for
providing such a stimulating and thoughtprovoking presentation and also to Anita
Shroot and her volunteers for providing a
lunch of quiche, salad, fruit and cake, all of
which was delicious and excellent value for
$7.00. By having the meeting on Thursday,
just before the GRUMPS meet, was a great
idea, as this varied group of men made up
the bulk of the audience and posed many
queries for Shahar, who was prepared to
stay much longer than he had originally
planned.
Yvette Goode
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