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The ACT Jewish Community is celebrating its 65th anniversary this year.  
We are a pluralistic, member-run community consisting of Orthodox and Progressive and Secular Jews. We offer educational, religious, social and 
practical Assistance and Services for all ages, including a playgroup for very young children, a Sunday School (Cheder) for children and teens, Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah classes, youth groups, social events for young adults, Hebrew and Talmud classes for adults of all ages, prayer services, arranging kosher 
food in Canberra including supermarkets, Jewish Care (practical assistance, prison and hospital visits), guest lectures, Shabbat and Jewish festival 
celebrations, end-of-life support including tahara, and more. We look forward to seeing you at the Centre and at our functions, and welcoming you into 
our community of friends.  

Please remember that the views expressed in HaMerkaz by individual authors do not necessarily reflect the views or policy of the ACT Jewish 
Community.  

31 National Circuit, Forrest  ACT  2603  |  PO Box 3105, Manuka ACT 2603 

(02) 6295 1052  |  actadmin@canberrajewishcommunity.org  

www.actjc.org.au  

COVER PHOTO: Liat Ravia and Kelila Slonim.  See page 18.    Photo courtesy of Eldad Ohayon 

Above:  Close up of artwork by D Lopez painted in 1979. Donated to the ACTJC by Ruth and Clive Landau in September 2008 

http://www.actjc.org.au/
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The "Burning Bush" sculpture, created by 
Canberra artist Izzy Kingsberg, represents the 
burning bush where The Lord first revealed 
Himself to Moses in the wilderness.  It was the 
artist’s gift to the ACTJC. Mr Kingsberg was a 
Holocaust survivor, and to him the Burning Bush 
was a symbol of Jewry having survived after 
going through the flames of the Holocaust.  
 
The Burning Bush sculpture has been part of the 
Canberra visual landscape for over forty years. 
Its cultural and historic significance has been 
perpetuated by the Canberra Jewish 
Community. 
 
More information is available on our website: 
www.actjc.org.au 

HaMerkaz 

The Centre 

http://www.actjc.org.au/cal.php
http://www.actjc.org.au/burningbush
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From the Editor’s 
Desk 

Welcome to the first edition of Hamerkaz for the year. In this issue 
we celebrate the children and youth of our community and our 
pride in them... after all, they are our future. There are some 
lovely photos of the children, taken over Purim, in this issue. At 
our big Purim party there were some newer faces, which was 
lovely to see. We all hope you were so impressed with us that you 
will take out a very reasonable (compared to Sydney and 
Melbourne) membership and so help us grow bigger, better and 
stronger. 
 
It was fantastic to see so many children and their proud parents 
over Purim, enjoying being in fancy dress and taking part in 
traditional activities. The Purim Spiel, 'The Farce Awakens', 
written by Sarah Weisman, was followed by the Purim Seudah 
(meal), aptly entitled the Star Wars Death Star Party. The dinner 
was delicious and all ages seemed to have an enjoyable time. It 
may have been a little difficult to spot Rabbi Alon at first but soon 
the tall "lady" in the kimono seemed to look familiar. 
 
The older and unwell members of the community were also 
remembered with gifts of food on Purim morning, the Mishloach 
Manot, which were absolutely appreciated by the recipients. In a 
letter to the Board afterwards, one recipient remarked that last 
year she had been packing the gifts and in an unexpected twist of 
fate had become a recipient this year. This should make all of us 
think about the tradition of tzedakah, the giving of charity, as 
none of us knows what is in store for us in the future. 
 
Looking back over the previous few weeks, there has been a great 
deal of activity at the Centre, with the voluntary employment 
agreement of Liat and Kelila. These two wonderful young women 
(in Purim costumes) are pictured on the front cover and their 
impressive resumes are also in the magazine. Our shlichim have 
started working with the junior members of our community, in 
various kinds of children's social and educational programmes and 
as well, they are finding time to meet with the young adults. With 
Purim parties for the young and the not so young it was an 
excellent way for Liat and Kelila to engage with our community. 
 
The Progressive Congregation welcomed Rabbi Adi Cohen for a 
weekend visit of services, facilitated discussions and a fascinating 
lecture on the Druze. Most of us were unaware of how the Druze in 
Israel are so supportive of the Jewish State. Peter Wise has written 
about this lecture and Rebecca Lehrer has contributed an outline 
of this very successful Progressive Congregation initiative. Rabbi 
Cohen has indicated he would be very happy to visit us here in 
Canberra again. 
 
Behind the scenes, the Board has been working energetically on a 
range of matters, including moving forward with plans for the 
entire community and our involvement in the Capital Appeal 
process. Members have been offered a chance to make their 
thoughts known at small meetings, kindly hosted by various 
community members in their own homes. The results of these 
meetings will be collated and will inform us as to what we might 
need to incorporate into the process. 
 
Thanks are also due to all of those who take the time to write to 
Hamerkaz, articles, letters, reports and "Food for Thought" items.  
In particular, the wonderful essay by Karen Tatz, on her 
recollections of her earlier life in rural Australia and then coming 
to Canberra, is well worth reading. The emergence of a new social 
group, JMAG, is exciting and promises much for the "middle aged" 

among us. There 
are items from 
Rabbi Alon and 
various Board 
members on a 
range of topics, as 
well as a reprint of 
drashot by lsi 
Unikowski and Jo Dixon. My apologies to Angie Glance for 
overlooking her contribution late last year and her report is 
published in this edition. 
 
In a continuing series to help us appreciate the artworks we have 
in our Community Centre, Adele Rosalky has let us know a little 
more about the mysterious men outside the entrance to the 
Orthodox prayer space. Adele also contributed to the Historical 
Society report, along with Victor Isaac. Naomi Robertson gave a 
fascinating talk to the Historical Society which some could not 
attend because of the focus group meetings so she has kindly let us 
reprint it in its entirety. While it is long it is very interesting and I 
found it to be compelling reading. 
 
As a Jewish community there are a range of points of view on most 
topics and it is important that we hear these views,  even if we do 
not personally agree with them. Provided  that the views 
expressed are not offensive or defamatory they can be published. 
With this in mind Peter Taft asked that his opinions on how we 
have set up the Zionism ACT interest group be published.  
 
It is clear that Zionism means different things to different people 
and we will need to continue exploring this topic as a community; 
we plan for this to occur later in the year. My thanks go to Robert 
Cussel for his Zionism ACT Reports and to his opinions in pieces on 
the Importance of Jewish Representation and Advocacy. The visits 
of Eldad Beck and Elazar Stern, reported on in this edition, relate 
to these critical issues for Jews everywhere, plus associated 
matters. 
 
It is far too important for us as Jews here in the relative comfort 
and safety of Canberra to forget the anti-Semitism  that exists and 
sadly flourishes in some parts of the world today. Last year a spate 
of nasty letters published in the Canberra Times led to a campaign 
of return letters from within our community, refuting the 
questionable contents of these anti-Semitic letters. Since then 
such letters have generally ceased. All of us need to stand up for 
what we believe in. If a public statement is made that maligns 
Jews or Jewish causes, it must  be refuted,  otherwise a casual 
reader might accept it at face value. 
 
Campaigns such as BDS flourish on prejudice and outright lies, and 
the United Nations continues to loudly and unfairly condemn 
Israel. 
 
While my preference as editor of Hamerkaz is for original 
contributions by local authors, sometimes one reads an article that 
resonates.  Kevin White provided  the critique on how we should 
read religious texts. David Rosalky provided the Peter Cai article 
on the Technion and China and several people referred the Nick 
Cohen article on becoming a Jew.  
 
As Pesach approaches and we start cleaning out our cupboards in 
earnest, we might stop to think about our traditions for this time 
of year,  specifically welcoming the stranger. If you know of 

Yvette Goode 
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Dear Hamerkaz 

 

Following the talk presented by Knesset member Elazar Stern on 14 March, some comments were made to the audience by Dr Danny 

Lamm of the Zionist Federation of Australia (ZFA) which should be reported to members.  Briefly, Dr Lamm indicated that the ZFA 

was lobbying certain political parties to exchange preferences so as to exclude another party whose policies he doesn’t agree with, and 

would also be lobbying to make participation in Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) activities an offence.   

 

I have no particular love for either the party Dr Lamm wishes to be excluded from the parliament, nor for pro-BDS activities.  

However, there are some in our Community who support the party in question, and are entitled to do so without having their 

commitment to Judaism and the Jewish community questioned.  Similarly, there would be Community members who would be 

concerned about making martyrs out of pro-BDS activists by impinging upon their rights to peaceful protest. 

 

As far as I am concerned, Dr Lamm and the ZFA have the same right as any group to lobby the Commonwealth on issues of interest, 

and to do so in a partisan manner if it wishes.  However, the ZFA is no longer just any group.  It is a group which now has an explicit 

affiliate within the ACT Jewish Community, and therefore, its public pronouncements reflect on all of us in the Community, whether 

members of that affiliate group or not. 

 

By establishing a branch of the ZFA within the auspices of the ACT Jewish Community, and having Dr Lamm address that branch at 

our Community centre, the Board has embroiled our Community in the grubby, murky, and sordid world of partisan politics.  There is 

a risk that members (and potential members) of the Community whose views do not accord with those of the ZFA will feel alienated 

and decide not to participate in the Community. 

 

Dr Lamm suggests that voters going to the polls later this year should support the party or parties whose policies are best for another 

country that lies thousands of kilometres away.  It is my belief that all Australians should vote for the party or parties that are best for 

Australia.  Those whose top priority is the benefit to some country other than Australia might perhaps consider whether they should be 

going to live in that other country. 

 

PETER TAFT 

Point of Clarification: 
 

Dear Hamerkaz 
 
After the excellent talk and Q & A session on 14 March 2016 with Elazar Stern 
MK, the Zionist Federation of Australia president, Dr Danny Lamm, made comments to the effect that  the Australian 
Greens supports the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel. 
 
However, it is inaccurate to say the Greens endorse the BDS movement without qualification – individual members do 
and some state branches such as Greens NSW have been supportive, but the national leadership has repudiated this 
stance (see interview with Richard Di Natale in the Australian Jewish News, online edition, 22 May 2015). 
 
Regards 
KEVIN JUDAH WHITE 

somebody Jewish who will be visiting Canberra on the Seder 
nights, or of someone who lives in Canberra but usually doesn't 
connect with anything Jewish, what a wonderful opportunity it 
would be to invite them to share the communal Seder at our 
Centre or to invite them into your home to share a Seder with you 
and your family. 
 
As always, my gratitude to Vicki Coleman in the office should be 
written on a sky high banner! What a treasure she is, multi-
tasking yet still able to give Hamerkaz such a sharp look, through 
her meticulous attention to detail. To watch her work, whizzing 
text and graphics around, is amazing. I am truly in awe of her 
skills. 
 

Finally, I  appeal to all of you out there, member and non-
member alike, to make a contribution to Hamerkaz.  Offer to 
write up an event you have attended. Send in some of your 
photos (high res please). Write an article on a topic close to your 
heart. Interview one of our more senior members. The list of 
possibilities is long. As the official magazine of the ACTJC it 
belongs to you and you can all work to make it more diverse and 
hopefully, more representative of our wonderful, pluralistic, 
growing Jewish community. 

Letters to the Editor 
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From the Rabbi’s 
Desk 

I hope everyone had a fantastic summer and have eased back into 
the regular routine. Linsay and I, along with the girls enjoyed 
seeing some more of Australia, and returning at the end of the 
summer to Canberra, knowing that we would be entering a busy 
and exciting year pushed us to a great start. 
 
And truly, what a great start to the year we have had. 
 
 We have welcomed our new shlichim Kelila and Liat, who have 

hit the ground running and are engaging over 50 kids and teens 
in a variety of regular programs.  

 
 We are about to begin interviewing for our shlichim proper 

from Israel, and have two fantastic couples lined up.  
 
 Our adult education program has seven regular courses which 

caters from religious based classes such as the siddur, classes 
on Jewish ideas and cultural issues in our Jewish Journeys, a 
text based class in Pressing Problems and a cooking class, which 
has been extremely enjoyable. We have over 85 adults in 
attendance in these classes, some of whom join several times a 
week. 

 
 Our Young Adults class, Pints and Problems and varied events 

have been well attended and we welcome a crop of new Young 
Adults who have been hosting events and Shabbat meals. 

 
 We have had meetings 

of the new ACT Zionist 
Council, the Australian 
Jewish Historical 
Society and the 
National Council of 
Jewish Women, 
Canberra chapters, all 
which have been well attended. 

 
 Finally our community has launched our Capital Campaign, and 

you will be able to read about that within these pages. 
 
Considering it is only April, we can already feel how jam packed 
2016 will be.  
 
As you know, Linsay and I have made the decision along with the 
board, that we will be continuing our time here in Canberra, and 
we are excited to see what these next two years will bring. We 
also look forward to welcoming another baby at the end of 
September, and know that our family will be well looked after by 
our fantastic community. 
 
Pesach is fast approaching, and we are getting ready to once again 
celebrate the zman cheruteinu, the time of our freedom.  
 
In a modern / popular context, freedom means the ability to do 
what one wants, when one wants to, to whomever one desires. For 
those who are free, modernity demands a mantra of ‘it’s a free 
world’. 
 
However, when we look at the Jewish people, we see escaping 
from a servitude to the whip and the task master, through to the 
servitude of the Almighty. So were the Jewish people really free, 
or does modernity just utilise the wrong definition? 
 
Freedom according to Judaism is not about letting loose, or going 
wild. It is about creating order and establishing self-control – it is 
about setting limits, and utilising our talents and God given gifts 
for the betterment of the world. 
 
Pesach is a time of freedom, because for the first time in the 
Jewish people’s history at that time, we had the ability to create 
and shape the world using a divinely inspired moral compass, 
instead of the orders of Pharaoh. 
 
I look at that freedom, and I look at the opportunities ahead of us; 
as individuals, families, as a community and as a people, and I see 
a year where we can exercise our freedom. We can use our talents 
and our skills to better the world locally and globally. 
 
I hope you will join me in that task, 
 
Chag kasher v’sameach, 
 
Rabbi Alon Meltzer  

Rabbi Alon Meltzer 
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In Jewish Studies students learn about our different festivals, 
prayers and important Jewish laws and customs. An essential 
part of these lessons is the inclusion of Hebrew. Recently we 
have been talking about the festival of Purim. Our students 
learnt words in Hebrew that related to the topic e.g. Mishloach 
Manot (gifts of food to friends), Tzedakah (charity) and Rashan 
(noise maker). Our older students learnt about different 
blessings for foods that we might put in the mishloach manot. 
Through learning the prayers in Hebrew students learnt words 
such as tree and ground. Every Sunday morning our students read 
morning prayers in Hebrew from the siddur (prayer book). Our 
Jewish studies lessons are never without the inclusion of some 
Hebrew.  
 
Our Hebrew lessons of course involve the learning of Modern 
Hebrew. Each level uses a different booklet or textbook that is 
appropriate for the age and language stage. There are three 
aspects that are the focus of the Modern Hebrew classroom at 
ACTJC, these are, reading, writing and speaking. The structure 
of the curriculum aims to build upon these three areas. Each 
textbook encourages the students to read from textbooks, use 
their vocabulary to act out dialogues or answer questions and to 
write in their exercise books.    
 
Aside from textbooks students also use their language in a 
number of practical ways. For example in a lesson just two 
weeks ago students learnt words to do with family. Students 
then had an opportunity to create a family portrait for the 
younger students and a family tree for the older students and 
label them with the words they had been given. In a lesson that 
will be held soon students will be learning about words for fruit 
and making a mini fruit salad.  
 
The ACTJC is very excited about our Hebrew program. Our 
students are lucky to have the opportunity to use Hebrew in 
many different ways. They are able to see the importance of the 
language and how it is used in every aspect of Jewish life. 

Special Report 

Hebrew Language 

T he ACT Jewish Community (ACTJC) teaches 
Modern Hebrew to students from age 5-11. 

Our students are not just learning a language, 
but also culture. Hebrew is used every day for 
prayer as well as used as a spoken language. As a 
result Hebrew is in constant use in our classes 
through both the Jewish Studies and the Hebrew 
lessons. 

Liat  Ravia & Kelila Slonim 
Shlichim  

Illustration from the New Haggadah 
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Dear members of the ACT Jewish Community, 
 
Did you know that nearly 50 percent of our adult members have 
enrolled in our 2016 Adult Education program?  And that 50 
children and teenagers have enrolled in our 2016 Youth 
Education program.  We have held 94 events, talks and special 
program in the twelve months to March 2016.  The calendar of 
events for our community is off to a cracking pace for this year – 
so I thought I’d give you a snapshot of the key issues on the 
agenda of the Board.   
 

2016 ACTJC Capital Appeal 
The ACT Jewish community has been granted the 2016 Jewish 
Communal Appeal (JCA) Capital Campaign. This means we are 
now preparing to run a major fundraising campaign in Canberra, 
Sydney and Melbourne to expand and modernise our National 
Jewish Memorial Centre. 
 
The new centre will be a valuable asset for our local ACT and 
regional Jewish community and for Australian Jewry at the 
national level.   It will provide modern facilities and space for a 
Jewish home in the nation’s capital which: 
 Can better meet the interests of, and bring together, 

Progressive and modern Orthodox congregations under 
one roof; 

 ensure Jewish continuity through education and religious 
leadership for both Orthodox and Progressive 
congregations, secular leadership, and cultural programs; 
and 

 Offers an inclusive social network for local and visiting 
members and friends of our community. 

 
At the national level the new centre will support Jewish 
advocacy in Canberra by providing space at the foothill of the 
Federal Parliament for: 
 All national Jewish organisations to advocate for Jewish 

causes; 
 Foreign dignitaries and Australian politicians to learn 

about Judaism and Israel; 
 Inter-faith dialogue on a national level; and 
 A moving memorial for Australian Jewish soldiers. 
 
As we develop our Capital Appeal campaign, we are keen to 
ensure that the messaging and plans for the new centre are 
developed in partnership with everyone with an interest in the 
future of our community.  Over March and early April we have 
worked with key members of our community who are hosting 
home-based consultation meetings.  We have invited all of our 
members and friends of the community to talk about our capital 
campaign and to capture your views about what people need and 
want from the new centre.  We will summarise the issues raised 
in the home-based meetings to inform a community meeting to 
confirm the direction for our Capital Appeal and building plans.   
 
While we envisage the success of the capital campaign riding on 
the commitment by several major donors from Melbourne and 
Sydney, the campaign will not work without our community 
backing the project.  This means we will be asking members of 
our community for backing on a financial level which can be 
made either before the end of this financial year or from July in 

the next financial 
year.  The 2016 
contribution from 
our community will 
supplement funds 
which have already 
been raised through 
years of Kol Nidrei 
appeals and a key grant already received from the Jewish Agency 
towards construction of the security fence. 
 
We should all realise that we are giving to ensure there is a 
strong and vibrant community here in Canberra for many years to 
come. 
 

Extended Appointment of Rabbi Meltzer 
I am very pleased to announce that Rabbi and Rebbetzin Meltzer 
and the Board have agreed to extend the Rabbi's contract for a 
further two years. R' Alon and Linsay are delighted to be staying 
in Canberra and working to further the growth and development 
of the Community. 
 
This is a great outcome for the ACTJC as it will help us 
consolidate our new education program, pursue the ACT Capital 
Appeal this year to expand our building and services, and 
continue to deliver the impressive suite of religious, cultural and 
educational services to our community members that have been 
offered since R’ Alon’s arrival.  The Rabbi’s initiatives and 
energy have produced outstanding results in education 
especially, but also in the breadth and depth of our community 
activities, in the increased level of participation by young 
people, and in raising our national recognition and standing. 
  
The initial term of our original two year contract was a cautious 
approach to test whether a full time Rabbi for the community 
would work and deliver benefits.  I think this has now been 
clearly demonstrated – and an extended engagement period to 
four years will allow us to consolidate the work done in the past 
20 months and set us up for the future.  
  
We are responding to the very positive experience of the last two 
years and I am confident that you will welcome the Meltzer 
family for the next two years.  The cost will be essentially the 
same as has applied over the past two years.  This means we will 
need to continue to raise funds to support having a rabbi and the 
programs he has initiated for us. 
 

Adult and Youth Education Programs 
Our fabulous Adult Education Program for 2016 is off to a roaring 
start with 85 adults currently enrolled.  The program guide can 
be found on our website at:  http://www.actjc.org.au/
adulteducation 
 
Rabbi Meltzer has catered to all interests and tastes with 
programs which cover:  Jewish Journeys, Pressing Problems, 
Jewish Philosophy, Cook Jewish Be Jewish, Navigating the 
Siddur, Topical Talmud, and Pints and Problems (held at a local 
pub for young adults).  All members and friends are welcome to 
enrol. 
 

President’s 
Report 

Yael Cass 
President 

http://www.actjc.org.au/adulteducation
http://www.actjc.org.au/adulteducation
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Many of you will have met our marvellous Shlichim and volunteer 
youth leaders, Kelila Slonim and Liat Ravia, who have settled into 
Canberra with gusto.  They are helping to establish our new model 
for in-school and after-school education and informal and formal 
programs for children aged 0-18 to offer a greater depth and 
breadth of Jewish education.  
 
When fully operational this will cover: 
Weekend programming:  
a. Shabbat programs; 
b. Sunday Youth Movement; 
c. Mini Cheder.  
 
Weekday Programming:  
a. In-school lessons;  
b. After school mini Cheder;  
c. Teen education;  
d. Young Adult education; and 
e. Adult Hebrew lessons.   
  
The Shlichim model provides dedicated, enthusiastic and inspiring 
mentors and role models for our children.  We aim to engage all 
our children and to encourage those who are not yet involved to 

become engaged. By ensuring education continues beyond Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah age, we hope to create a cohort of teens who are 
committed to Judaism and who are equipped with the skills to 
have a fulfilling Jewish life within the broader Australian 
community.  So far we have 50 kids involved in our youth 
education program, up from the 32 children enrolled in the 
Cheder program in 2015.   
 
For more information on how to enrol your child please follow this 
link to the Youth Education Program: http://www.actjc.org.au/
youtheducation.  All new enrolments are very welcome. 
 
 

http://www.actjc.org.au/youtheducation
http://www.actjc.org.au/youtheducation
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Our Community is buzzing and as busy as a beehive.  But we are 
changing quickly too. 
 
We are now much more than two traditional congregations.  Led 
by the successful “Grumps” group, social associations have been 
springing up, drawing a wider spectrum of interested parties to 
the Community, from older men, to young adults, to parents of 
pre-schoolers.  All of these groups display varied interests which 
need to be catered for as best we are able. 
 
Our growth has been accelerated in the past two years by: 
A rich mix of new and expanded programs, and 
Plans for new facilities. 
 

New programs 
After consultations with the Community in 2013, the Board 
answered the call it heard and engaged Rabbi Meltzer.  The 
Rabbi’s first priorities were for Jewish education and to improve 
the engagement of our young people to their Jewish lives.  The 
Board committed its resources to these priorities. 
 
There has since been a veritable explosion of activities.  
Education programs for children, youth and adults; a wide range 
of social and communal functions; a local version of Limmud that 
has joined the national program.  Members and peripherally 
connected Jews throughout Canberra are increasingly taking 
advantage of the new offerings and helping to shape the 
programs.  Functions regularly attract 100 or more members and 
friends, nearly that number are involved in adult education and 
the children’s education programs are attended by about 50 
children.  These numbers are remarkable and provide a concrete 
demonstration of the increased participation of members and 
friends that we are experiencing.   
 
A further important and gratifying outcome has been the standing 
of the ACT Jewish Community nationally.  We are prominently on 
the map.  Through his role as a communal leader and his status as 
a rabbi, Rabbi Meltzer has developed relations with other 
synagogues and communities, Jewish umbrella organisations and 
political, diplomatic and inter-faith cadres. 
 
The Rabbi is deeply engaged with a wide range of the 
Community’s activities and, more recently, the Capital Appeal.  
So the decision of the Meltzers to continue their contract is of 
great value to us.  It will mean, in particular, that the programs 
will be expanded and developed further.  I suggest that you read 
or re-read the President’s notice reproduced above at pages 8 and 
9. 
  

New facilities 
Readers will be familiar with the plans for the building extension.  
Anyone who has been attending functions at the Centre in recent 
months will be familiar with the jumble of multiple activities that 
take place day and night.  It is amusing to watch, in one sense, 
but difficult to manage.  When we have major activities, like 
Limmud or other visits, the premises are stretched to their limits, 
and beyond. 
 
It is worth getting this building project into perspective.  Fifty 
years ago, leaders of the Community conceived of our present 
building and raised the funds for it.  It has served us well but is 
clearly now an outdated and inefficient, if iconic, building.  The 
new wing will be physically and functionally connected to the 
existing building, which will be spruced up and made more 
efficient for continued usage. 
 
This project is not just for our current suite of activities but 
potentially for the next fifty years.  This is a project of a 
generation – our new generation, the young people and families of 
the Community who will continue to have important aspects of 
their lives within this Community and its facilities, and will be the 
future leaders of the Community. 
 
The project consists of several components: 
 A security fence encircling the building which will be a barrier 

to vehicles and pedestrians approaching the building.  This a 
high security, almost embassy standard, fence to give 
protection against the threats facing Jewish communities 
everywhere. 

 The fence will have landscaped shielding gardens planted 
around the two sides facing the streets. 

 Reworking of the existing class-room wing to provide new 
windows and a reorientation and modernisation of the 
Orthodox prayer space. 

 The new wing containing extra class-room/function spaces, a 
ceremonial foyer space, a modern professionally equipped 
kitchen, modern bathrooms, administration and office spaces, 
a new outdoor space and succah. 

 A new prayer space for the Progressive congregation will be 
provided in this wing. 

 Modernisation of the existing toilets. 
 A lift to access the upstairs hall. 
 Other sundry upgrades to the existing building and 

landscaping. 
 
The project will proceed in three phases according to the 
availability of funds. 
 

An Exciting Future for 

our Young Generation 

Report David Rosalky 
Treasurer 

T his project is not just for our current suite of activities but potentially for the next fifty 
years.  This is a project of a generation – our new generation, the young people and families 

of the Community who will continue to have important aspects of their lives within this 
Community and its facilities, and will be the future leaders of the Community. 
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The first phase, expected to occur in 2016, will incorporate the 
fence and associated landscaping and hydraulic works, and the 
reorientation of the existing class-room wing with the new 
Orthodox prayer space. 
 
The first phase may include the toilet upgrade if funds permit. 
 
The second phase will include the extension wing and all of its 
components and associated landscaping.  This phase needs to 
await the proceeds from the JCA Capital Appeal, discussed in the 
President’s notice.  It is expected that work will commence in 
2017. 
 
The third phase consists of upgrading works on the existing 
building, including a lift and possibly new windows upstairs.  This 
work, and its timing, is contingent on the funds available and 
when they are made available. 
 

Finances 
These developments are exciting but they cost a significant 
amount of money.  Initiatives are being taken to fund both the 
new programs and the building program.  In regard to the 
educational program, the Community is applying for funds through 
external sources which encourage education and community-
building projects.  We have not yet heard the outcome of these 
applications.  But we expect to fund, and have been funding, a 
significant part of the programs through internal fund-raising.  In 
the past two years, generous donors within the Community have 
donated about $70,000 each year through the ACTJC Education 
Fund, which operates through the auspices of the JCA and the 
Board of Progressive Jewish Education and provides tax-

deductible status to donors.  We need to raise at least that 
quantum again in each of the coming years.  A fundraising appeal 
for this purpose will be engaged over the coming weeks. 
 
The building program also has a funding strategy.  The cost of the 
full program outlined above will be up to about $4.8 million.  The 
Community is able to provide $1 million from its reserves and 
there are pledges from external bodies for about $320,000 to 
contribute to the security fence.  So we are seeking about $3.5 
million from donors within our own Community, but mainly from 
the philanthropic community in Sydney and Melbourne.  This is 
the focus and intent of the Capital Appeal which the President 
described in her notice.  From internal sources, it is important 
that we demonstrate our full commitment to the future of our 
Community and its facilities by contributing.  We are hoping to 
receive at least $350,000 from our members and friends through 
tax-deductible donations to our Educational Building Fund.  
Significant donations have already been made and we are seeking 
to broaden the contribution pool widely throughout the 
Community.   
 
 

My message to all:   
Get on board with our education programs.   
Get on board with our building program.   
Bask in the pleasure of knowing that you have 
contributed materially to the Jewish future in Canberra. 

Alexander Polson and  Stefan Mizrachi at Purim 2016.     Photo courtesy of Eldad Ohayon 
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In my three years as ACTJC President, I was privileged to also 
serve as a Vice President on the Executive Council of Australian 
Jewry (ECAJ) and was able to witness and contribute to the 
excellent work that this peak representative body does on behalf 
of Jewish Australians.  
 
The ECAJ website gives some perspective or purview on the work 
of this splendid body that seeks to work harmoniously with a 
range of community organisations and government to promote 
democratic and multicultural values. A particular concern of the 
ECAJ is the documenting of anti-Semitism in Australia, an issue 
that burns deep in our collective memories. The Zionist 
Federation of Australia (ZFA) and Australia/Israel and Jewish 
Affairs Council (AIJAC) have distinct and defined roles, as detailed 
on their websites.  
 
Advocacy on behalf of the Australian Jewish community, when 
pejoratively referred to as the “Jewish lobby”, has been attacked 
and criticised in various forums throughout Australia and abroad 
as being sectarian and divisive. It is claimed in some circles that 
the process of political advocacy and lobbying is somehow 
suspicious or illegitimate. I hold that this is most definitely not 
the case and in fact this advocacy lies at the very heart of our 
democratic process. In seeking to have an authentic Jewish 
Australian voice, we are exercising 
our democratic right to be heard by 
decision makers in this country. It is 
no more illegitimate than the 
Australian Conservation Foundation 
seeking to protect the environment, 
or employers or the trade union 
movement seeking to have their 
respective voices heard in Canberra.  
 
Professor Kim Rubenstein affirmed 
this principle in her article in the 
Canberra Times on July 23, 2015.  
 
“Australian citizenship is not even 
mentioned in our constitution but in 
looking at questions around our 
system of representative democracy the High Court of Australia 
has identified as core to that system, the freedom of political 
communication associated with it. This is a freedom which 
citizens exercise not only through the ballot box, but also by 
expressing their views in the media, and by meeting and lobbying 
their political representatives, and conveying their opinions on a 
range of matters, including foreign policy, in the hope that they 
will be listened to, and that the power of their arguments will 
convince those listening. We claim this freedom for ourselves and 
equally for other Australian citizens – hoping that they too rely on 
the strength of their arguments.”  
 
Kim Rubenstein is professor of law and public policy and 
immediate past director of the Centre for International and Public 
law at ANU and Australia's foremost expert on Australian 
citizenship. 
 
This process of seeking to have our collective voice heard is 
indeed essential if we are to protect the values and traditions 

that we hold dear and precious. It is a 
process which involves honest 
reflection on protecting human rights 
within the Jewish community as well 
as in the broader Australian 
community. This principled 
commentary is evident, for example, 
in the ECAJ statements in support of 
the Royal Commission into 
institutional responses to child sexual 
abuse, their active defence of the 
laws against racial vilification in the 
Racial Discrimination Act, and the 
ECAJ endorsement of the Joint 
Statement on Racism Directed at Adam Goodes, along with nearly 
150 national organisations, in support of the ‘Racism: It Stops with 
Me’ campaign. 
 
The process of affirming our collective Jewish identity is not an 
easy one and involves a great deal of consultation and discussion 
in various forums and amongst various organisations. At times it is 
messy and chaotic, but that does not mean that we should refrain 
from such an activity. Indeed argument and disputation is a 
traditional process much valued in Talmudic learning.  

 
The old stereotype that paints us as 
“two Jews, three opinions” is not 
helpful. Many ethnic and religious 
groups have intense debates and 
differences of opinion. We are not 
unique in that regard. My own 
experience is that the ECAJ has 
demonstrated that it has the ability 
to discuss, formulate and present 
policy in a respectful and effective 
manner.  
 
It is important that as many 
members as possible contribute to 
discussion, debate and policy 
formulation on the range of issues 

confronting us, if our Board is to represent the broad cross section 
of approach, opinion and position. Withdrawing from such a 
process is not an effective or wise option.  
 
On a practical level, it is possible to follow ECAJ policy from its 
website and if you have a burning issue, write to the ACTJC 
President and Board. You can also follow the ECAJ in the social 
media. 
 
The proportion of Jews in Australia is small and to avoid our 
marginalisation, it is essential that we engage in this essential 
democratic process to not only protect our interests and ideals, 
but to ensure Jewish continuity. Everyone can contribute in this 
process.  
 
1  

http://www.ecaj.org.au  
2  

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/bob-carrs-new-

tune-undermines-australian-citizenship-and-foreign-policy-
20150723-giing6.html  

The Importance of Jewish 
Representation and Advocacy 

Opinion Piece Robert Cussel 
Vice President 

In my three years as ACTJC President, 
I was privileged to also serve as a Vice 
President on the Executive Council of 
Australian Jewry (ECAJ) and was able 
to witness and contribute to the 
excellent work that this peak 
representative body does on behalf of 
Jewish Australians. 

http://www.ecaj.org.au
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/bob-carrs-new-tune-undermines-australian-citizenship-and-foreign-policy-20150723-giing6.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/bob-carrs-new-tune-undermines-australian-citizenship-and-foreign-policy-20150723-giing6.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/bob-carrs-new-tune-undermines-australian-citizenship-and-foreign-policy-20150723-giing6.html
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Back Row (left to right):    Rabbi Alon Meltzer, Karen Tatz, Merrilyn Sernack, David Reiner, Robert Cussel  
Front Row (left to right):    Peter Wise, Veronica Leydman, Yael Cass, Yvette Goode, David Rosalky  

In the last four years the Board of the ACTJC Inc has devoted 
considerable time and effort to building a governance backbone 
for the organisation to support the new initiatives now in train. 
These initiatives include the new building project and security 
fence, the 2016 Capital Fundraising Campaign, the new 
educational model for ages 0‑18, and obtaining the services of 
dedicated shlichim to assist in implementing the new educational 
model. 
 
The suite of governance measures implemented by the ACTJC 
Board include provision for the conduct of Board meetings and 
Board confidentiality and the establishment of clear financial 
accounting and reporting protocols. The Board has also identified 
some key strategic operating principles to ensure we are an 
outcome oriented organisation as well as an employer of choice.  
 
The aim of these governance measures is to identify clear 
accountabilities for the Board and staff, and to implement a set 
of administrative policies and processes to enable us to be 
focused, professional, timely and transparent in all our dealings. 
In this regard, considerable thought has gone into the redesign of 
our office staffing arrangements following on from the 
employment of a resident rabbi.   
 
A number of policies are also being refreshed (event 
management, editing Hamerkaz, Jewish Care) while others have 
been reissued (Kosher Food at the centre). A number of new 
policies have addressed existing gaps in our office systems and 
protocols (privacy, conflict of interest in close personal 

relationships, use of IT resources, use of community resources, 
emergency procedures). The Board is also considering a draft 
anti‑bullying policy and the development of a website policy. 
 
All ACTJC Inc policies and procedures are available on the 
website and are reviewed regularly by the Board. Comments and 
suggestions are welcome. 
 
One measure of the success of the Board’s efforts to present the 
ACTJC as a more efficient and effective charitable and 
educational organisation is the increased standing and 
recognition accorded us by peak Jewish organisations such as the 
JCA, ECAJ, ZFA and NAJEX.  We have also been able to attract 
grant funding on a larger scale than that applying previously, as 
well as being able to offer a wider range of services that is 
attracting an expanded and more diverse membership base. 

Governance of the ACT Jewish Community 

Special Report Merrilyn Sernack 
Secretary 
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Robert Cussel 
Convenor 

ACT Zionist Council Message 
on Yom Ha'atzmaut 

The ACT Jewish Community Inc was established in 65 years 
ago in the national capital. From the very outset, our bonds 
with Israel were enshrined in the Constitution. Although 
there has not been a Zionist council in Canberra, an 
informal arrangement operated. The time has now come to 
formalise, strengthen and enhance our links to Israel and 
Jewish people around the globe.  
 
The first meeting of an interim ACT Zionist Council was 
held on October 18, 2015 and the meeting expressed very 
strong support to establish a local, Canberra based Zionist 
organisation.  
 
There has always been the opportunity for our community 
to be involved in ZFA programs, but a more formal link is 
enabling Jews resident in the Canberra region to 
participate in the full range of programs and services 
offered by the Zionist Federation of Australia and Jewish 
Agency. Most importantly, local Jewish people now have 
the opportunity to express their solidarity with and 
commitment to the land and people of Israel.  
 
The past year has been an extremely challenging one, with 
murder and mayhem visited on the streets of Israeli towns 
and cities. Innocent Jewish people are being murdered as 
they go about their daily lives. In these challenging times, 
we affirm the right of all peoples of the region to live in 
peace in an atmosphere of tolerance and acceptance. Israel 
has demonstrated on many occasions that it seeks to do 
just this. Israel is indeed a beacon of light in affirming the 
right of all its citizens to live in a democratic, multi-
cultural and pluralistic society.  
 
We remind all the neighbours of Israel and the peoples of 
the world that Israel’s Declaration of Independence on May 
14, 1948, declared:  
 
“WE APPEAL - in the very midst of the onslaught launched 
against us now for months - to the Arab inhabitants of the 
State of Israel to preserve peace and participate in the up 
building of the State on the basis of full and equal 
citizenship and due representation in all its provisional and 
permanent institutions.”  
 
On behalf of the Zionist Council of the ACT, I extend our 
very best wishes and heartfelt “mazel tov” on the occasion 
of the 68th Anniversary of Israel’s independence. We are 
proud to use the term Zionist, as an expression of our 
heartfelt longing for the Jewish people’s aspirations for a 
national home. 

The first meeting of an interim ACT Zionist Council was held on 
Sunday, October 18, 2015 and the meeting expressed very strong 
support to establish a local, Canberra based Zionist organisation.  
 
The interim council is developing a new constitution, probably on 
a non-incorporated basis. We have already gained a voice as 
observers on the Zionist Federation of Australia (ZFA) Executive, 
and we anticipate formal endorsement will be confirmed at the 
next ZFA Conference.  
 
ZFA leaders visited Canberra earlier this year and discussed our 
participation in a variety of programs that will benefit Jewish 
people in Canberra and in turn strengthen our ties with Israel. ZFA 
President, Dr Danny Lamm said: “The ZFA warmly welcomes the 
official Zionist connection with the ACT community. We believe 
that this relationship will benefit the local ACT community and 
also adds to the strength and scope of the Zionist movement in 
this country. I commend the leadership of the community, Robert 
Cussel and Yael Cass, who have spearheaded this process and we 
look forward to the organisation’s success”.  
 
The ACT Jewish Community Inc was established in 64 years ago 
and our bonds with Israel are enshrined in the Constitution. 
Although there has not been a Zionist council in Canberra, an 
informal arrangement operated. The time has come to formalise, 
strengthen and enhance the link.  
 
When the idea of a formal link with ZFA was mooted, it was 
decided not to change the constitution of the ACTJC but to set up 
a separate, non-incorporated Zionist organisation, according to 
the advice given by senior Jewish Australian leaders.  
 
There has always been the opportunity for our community to be 
involved in ZFA programs, but a more formal link will enable Jews 
resident in the Canberra region to take advantage of the full 
range of programs and services that the ZFA and Jewish Agency 
have to offer. More importantly, local Jewish people will have the 
opportunity to express their solidarity with Israel. 
 
The ACTZC has already co-hosted two events at the NJMC: the 
visit of Eldad Beck (journalist with Yididot Aharonot) and the visit 
of Major General (retired) Elazar Stern MK. Both events were very 
well attended and very informative. Separate reports appear in 
this edition of Hamerkaz.  

Report from the Zionist Council 
of the ACT 

Zionism ACT 
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In the Kislev / Tevet 5776 (December 2015) issue Hamerkaz Yvette 
Goode sets out a case in support of the establishment of a branch 
of the Zionist Federation of Australia (ZFA) in the ACT.  The case is 
persuasive for those who agree with the ZFA’s aims and objectives 
and I have no quibble with that.  However it appears that little 
consideration has been given to whether the ZFA branch should be 
part of the ACT Jewish Community, or whether it should operate 
independently.  The Board considered and rejected formal 
affiliation of the whole Community with the ZFA via the 
constitution.  That was the correct decision. 
 
My understanding of the ZFA is that it conducts three broad 
strands of work.  It acts as a kind of travel agency for Jewish 
programmes, it has an advocacy role in support of Israel in 
international conflict, and it advocates and provides support for 
aliyah to Israel.  The first of these is not controversial, and 
members of the ACT Jewish Community have benefitted from 
attending these programmes for many years. 
 
Like it or not, pro-Israeli advocacy is a highly politically charged 
activity.  Increasingly in some Jewish communities, particularly in 
the USA and Britain, it is understood that Judaism is a culture and 
a religion, while Zionism is a political philosophy.  In so far as 
Zionism is defined as support for Israel in its conflicts, you clearly 
don’t need to be a Jew to be a Zionist, and more problematically 
for some, you don’t need to be a Zionist to be a Jew.  Jewish 
communities around the world are grappling with this fact, as Jews 
who are critical of Israel establish their own organisations (for 
example, Independent Jewish Voices in the UK and elsewhere) or 

support the Boycott Divestment Sanction (BDS) movement. 
 
Note that I am not welcoming these developments – I just 
acknowledge that they are occurring.  We as a Jewish community 
need to recognise this diversity of opinion and consider ways of 
dealing with it, ideally in a way that does not alienate Jews from 
participating in their own Jewish communities.  This means 
considering the appropriate institutional structures which allow for 
a diversity of political opinion, and welcoming Jews whatever 
those opinions are. 
 
I believe that the ACT Jewish Community would be best placed to 
deal with diversity of opinion by not including overtly political 
groups within its structure, in any way, shape or form.  In the case 
of the ZFA branch, which is unquestionably political in its most 
visible public work, this would mean being an independent body, 
not meeting in the ACT Jewish Community building, and not using 
our resources.  Of course, any member of the ACT Jewish 
Community (and indeed, anybody else in Canberra) who wished to 
join the ZFA branch would be able to do so, and I would have no 
problem with that. 
 
If the ZFA branch were to continue to be a part of our Community 
rather than independent of it, there could be little rational or 
logical reason to prevent a local branch of Independent Jewish 
Voices also affiliating with us.  Is that what proponents of the ZFA 
really want? 

Establishment of the Zionist Federation of Australia in 

the ACT 

Peter Taft Opinion Piece 

Elana Sztokman: NCJWA Scholar in Residence 

 

Planes, Trains & Walls: Is there a religious war  
on women in Israel?  
 

Monday 31 May 2016, 7:30pm at the Jewish Centre. 

 
Elana Sztokman  is an award-winning author, sociologist, educator, activist and thinker in 
the field of Jewish feminism. She is a frequent columnist for the Jerusalem Post and 
Ha'aretz. 
 
Elana will be speaking as part of our Jewish University Adult Education Class with the 
Lecture being open to all members and friends of NCJWA and the ACT Jewish 
Community. Rabbi Alon Meltzer will be involved in the Q & A  forum after the lecture. 
Light refreshments will be served at the end of the evening. 
 
Elana Sztokman will also be speaking at the ANU on Tuesday, 31 May 2016 on: 
'Between Golda and Hillary: The status of women in Israel from a comparative-
historical perspective'. 
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How many board members does it take to change a light bulb?  
 
It really depends on the composition and skillset of the particular 
board. If there is an electrician on the board, for example, then it 
may only require one board member. However, if there’s a 
founding member on the board, he might insist that the old bulb 
is perfectly good and there is no need to change it, so another 
board member may be required to create a diversion. 
 
All jokes aside, I believe that in the past two years, and even 
going back before our family’s arrival, the ACT Jewish Community 
has been moving and growing in the right direction. Yes we have 
changed many lightbulbs, but our founders, I am sure, would be 
proud of where we are today, and where we are trying to be 
tomorrow. 
 
This morning’s Parasha gives the final re-cap of the building 
project that is the Mishkan. 
 
There are three major components that occur; an accounting of 
the supplies and precious metals collected, an overview once 
again of the clothes of the cohanim, and finally the setting up of 
the Mishkan and the shechina, the divine presence, dwelling in its 
midst.  
 
This morning I would like to share with you some of my thoughts 
as to the direction of our beautiful community, and some of the 
news that we have to share, but I would like to do it by using 
these three themes. 
 

Finances 
The Parasha opens, Shemot 38:21 

 
The Shnei Luchot HaBrit, by Rabbi Isaiah Horowitz, explains that 
the use of the doubled language, ‘These are the reckonings of the 
Mishkan, the Mishkan of the Testimony’, come to teach us a lesson 

about the relationship the Jewish people had towards the 
mishkan. When God gave the Jewish people the gift of the Ten 
Commandments, Bnei Israel became the recipients of all of God’s 
bounty, Hashem entrusted the Jewish people with the keys to all 
His treasures, able to receive any and every conceivable blessing 
from his shechina, his presence. The mishkan was a pledge by the 
Jewish people against God saying, we give this to you in response 
to your gift to us. However we give it to you in order to ensure 
that you will be with us forever. That is why when the Temple 
was destroyed; we are taught that the shechina, God’s presence 
went into exile with them.  
 
This giving towards the Mishkan acted as a testimony between 
God and the Jewish people. It was a perpetual gift, donated to 
ensure that a relationship between the Almighty and the Jewish 
people would never falter.  
 
We are in the process of launching our capital campaign to raise 
nearly four million dollars to build our building. I want to share 
with you our vision for this campaign. We have coordinated a 
strong committee of people who are deeply committed to this 
community, who have experiences and backgrounds in 
fundraising, and who believe in the mission that we each share.  
 
That vision is to be the Jewish home for the national’s capital; a 
local home, a national home, a political or advocacy home, an 
interfaith engagement home; a home that all of us can be proud 
of, and everyone can use. 
 
We are engaging experts to develop our marketing and design 
work, creating a case for giving, and we are engaging key patrons 
who will disseminate our cause. 
 
We envisage the success of the campaign riding on the 
commitment by several major donors from Melbourne and Sydney, 
but the campaign will not work without our community backing 
the project. 
 
For the past two weeks we have been consulting with a key group 
of people who will be acting as hosts for some in-home focus 
groups. We hope to invite all of our members, and friends of the 
community, to talk to you about the campaign, and the processes 
that we will be entering. We want to hear people’s thoughts and 
hear people’s ideas – we want to get you on board and move our 
community into the next chapter. 

These are the reckonings of the 
Mishkan, the Mishkan of the 
Testimony, which were counted at 
Moses' command; [this was] the 
work of the Levites under the 
direction of Ithamar, the son of 
Aaron the Kohen. 

ן  ְשכָּ ֵאלֶּה ְפקּוֵדי ַהמִּ

ר  ֵעֻדת ֲאשֶּ ְשַכן הָּ מִּ

ה  י משֶּ ֻפַקד ַעל פִּ

ֲעבַֹדת ַהְלוִּיִּם ְביַד 

ן ַאֲהרֹן  ר בֶּ מָּ יתָּ אִּ

 ַהכֵֹהן:

The Efforts that 

go into Building 

Food for Thought Rabbi Alon Meltzer 

O 
ur vision is to be the Jewish home for the 
national’s capital; a local home, a national 
home, a political or advocacy home, an 

interfaith engagement home; a home that all of us 
can be proud of, and everyone can use. 

Rabbi Alon Meltzer and ACT Jewish Community members 
watching  Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis  turn the sod in 2016 
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We will also need the backing of our community on a financial 
level, with the money that has been raised through years of Kol 
Nidrei appeals, and some key grant work around the security 
fence, we have just under one million in the bank. We hope to 
raise a total of $350k.  
 
All of our community will be asked to give, and we should all 
realise that we are giving to make a testimony, pledging towards 
our community, so that we can ensure that there is a strong and 
vibrant, a successful community, here in Canberra for many years 
to come.  
 

People 
It is interesting that middle of our Parasha jumps to the topic of 
Aaron the Cohen Gadol, and the cohanim. It is a Parasha primarily 
around building, - the fundraising campaign, and the construction, 
but suddenly we start talking about people. It shows us the value 
of people, the primary goals of any building project. 
 
These past two years our community has come so far, we have 
developed a tangible vibrancy that we should all be very proud of. 
It has been about people – bringing people together, and personal 
as well as communal development.  
 
I look at the success that we have within our adult education 
programs – 85 adults are enrolled, that is 45% of our adult 
membership. We have 50 kids involved in our education programs, 
and we have over 30 young adults engaged in both a regular 
learning program and social calendar. What an amazing success.  
 
We can see programs like our Zionist Council which is getting over 
40 people per event. We can see our successful social programs, 
around the holidays, and our other events, that always bring in 
strong crowds.  
 
We are engaging politicians and diplomats, we are working 
strongly with interfaith. There really has been such a change since 
those early months when we first arrived, and it is because of 
people. People who we regard as friends, as part of our family, a 
community whom we feel very much at home in. 
 
Therefore, it was an easy decision to agree with the Board, that 
we would be extending our contract here in the community for a 
further two years. We hope that we will continue to see growth 
and development on a personal level as well as to the community 
as a whole, and we look forward to seeing the success of our 
campaign and the building project come into fruition. 
 

Shechina 
The final part of the Parasha is the construction of the Mishkan, 
and the sudden presence of the shechina, as God descended from 
on-high, to within the mishkan.  
 
The Seforno, makes note that Shechina manifested itself within 
the mishkan as an appreciation for all the work that had been put 
into creating the mishkan.  
 
It is also important to note that the original promise, was that if 
you give, I will dwell in your midst. 
 
It was the logical progression, if the Jewish people gave, and 
made it happen, were successful in their mission, then God would 
dwell here. 
 
Now I don’t think that I am God, not in the slightest, however we 
feel that this is the next logical progression. 
 
When we arrived in Canberra we were not sure how long we 
would last, we were not sure how long we would be able to dwell 
here, however precisely because of the connections we have 
made, and the strength and growth of the community, we feel 

that we can settle down here in the Bush Capital for a bit longer. 
 
As such, we are also extremely proud and excited to share with 
you news, that as we are settling in for a longer dwelling with you 
all around us, we are also going to be growing our family, and 
that we will be, with the help of the Almighty, expecting another 
baby in September.  
 
As I shared with you all last week, this community displays such 
strong role-models for our daughters, that we couldn’t think of 
anything or anywhere else better to continue growing our family, 
and we look forward to sharing this next journey with you all. 
 

Conclusion 
 
As we build, both physically, and spiritually, we will face a 
number of challenges, and we will all be asked to dig deep to 
make our vision a reality, however I believe, as does our Board, 
that we will be successful. We have changed many light bulbs 
these past few years, and while they have taken time to adjust, 
I don’t think we have needed any distraction plans to ensure 
that those with deep roots in our community, have been 
shielded from the changes. We have embraced those changes, 
and we have grown because of them. 
 
We have a few more light bulbs to go, but I hope that we will 
be able to tackle them together, and we will come out the 
other side with a strong, vibrant and bright future.  
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  This drasha was delivered on Shabbat, 12 March 2016 
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Kelila Slonim, from 
East St Kilda, Vic 
 

Education and 
qualifications 
 Primary and Secondary schooling 

at Leibler Yavneh College 
 Trained and certified youth leader 

with Hineni (junior leader 2009, 
leader 2013) 

 Currently in the third year of a Bachelor of Arts at Monash 
University with an APA accredited major in Psychology and 
a minor in Linguistics 

 Semester Abroad at York University, Toronto in 2015 
 Holds a current employment working with children card 
 Currently enrolled a Certificate 3 in Childcare 
 

Employment and volunteering experience 
 Worked at Camp Moshavah, American summer camp for 

two months as a Jewish studies teacher and Drama 
instructor (2012) 

 Experience volunteering with disabled teens and young 
adults in association with the Darkeynu program in Israel 
(2013) 

 Led camps for Hineni Youth and Welfare, both summer and 
winter holidays 2009, 2013 and 2014 

 Youth leader with Hineni Youth and Welfare for years 3 
and 4 (2009), year 8 (2013) and year 11 (2014). 

 Director of education for the Victorian branch of Hineni 
Youth and Welfare (2014). 

 Worked as a Nanny since 2013 
 UJEB teacher (2014) 
 Kindergarten room assistant for Yeshiva/Beth Rivka holiday 

program, April 2015 
 Education and room assistant at Chabad Malvern Childcare 

(2015) 

Shlichim Report 

Introducing our Shlichim, Kelila and Liat 
featured on our front cover 

Yvette Goode 

Liat Ravia, from 
Normanhurst, NSW 
 

Education and 
qualifications 
 2002-2007: Killara High 

School 
 2008: Macquarie University 

(Bachelor of Arts/Diploma of Education) 
 2009-2015: University of Sydney (Bachelor of Arts/

Bachelor of Education) 
 2012: One month intensive Hebrew course at the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem. 
                     

Employment 
 July 2015 Ganeinu Long Day Care Centre, casual assistant 

child care.  
 Nov 2014-October 2015  Freshco Fruit Market casual cash 

register, food prep and packing/unpacking stock. 
 Nov 2013-March 2014   Bobble Art Christmas casual cash 

register, sales promotions, store set up, handling stock, 
delivery 

  Feb 2010-Present  Board of Jewish Education, Hebrew/
Scripture  Teacher, teaching Modern Hebrew & Judaism 
to Primary school children. 

  May 2009-Sep 2012 Glicks Cakes & Bagels part-time sales 
assistant serving customers, taking and packing orders, 
cleaning, admin & food prep 

  August 2012   North Shore Temple Emanuel Hebrew 
School, substitute teacher, teaching Hebrew/Judaism to 
children in Yr5-6. 

  Oct 2005-Dec 2008 Pizza Hut Call Centre   part-time 
customer  

 service representative taking orders, handling complaints 
& admin 

  Feb 2003-Oct 2005, North Shore Synagogue Hebrew 
School, assistant teacher, organisation of Hebrew school 
events, assisting all students in their learning. 

                                           

Volunteer Work 
 2003-Present: North Shore Synagogue Children’s Service 
 2010: Australasian Union of Jewish Students (AUJS) 

Sydney University Education Officer  
 2011-Present:  North Shore Synagogue Ladies Guild 
 2013-Present:  North Shore Synagogue Social Committee 
 2013: Young Limmud committee for Limmud Oz 
 2014:  Co-chair of Young Limmud for Yom Limmud 
 2015: Chair of the Young Limmud committee for Limmud 

Oz.  

Y ou might have seen two young women busily going about our Community Centre these past 
few weeks. In a short time frame, they have started their volunteer duties, including teaching 

our cheder children, mingling with the young adults, chatting to the community and very 
importantly, impressing us with their culinary skills.  

To give you a better idea why we reached out to these two 
remarkable young women, we are pleased to provide you with 
some highlights from their CV's, which really speak volumes 
about the initiative these young women have shown since leaving 
high school and the extensive work and volunteering experience 
they have undertaken.  
 
If you see them around, please stop and introduce yourself. 
These lovely young women are very friendly and wanting to make 
a substantial contribution to our community, so let's help them 
whenever we can. 
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Special Report 

Rabbi Adi Cohen's visit to the ACTJC 

Rebecca Lehrer 

Rabbi Cohen is the current head of the Australasian 
Progressive Moetzah (Rabbinical Council) and the Rabbi 
at Temple David in Perth. He has a fascinating 
background: 
 

Born in Israel and ordained at Hebrew Union College in 
Jerusalem, R.Cohen is one of very few Israeli-born Progressive 
Rabbis.  He has previously worked as a congregational Rabbi at 
Temple Sinai in Wellington, New Zealand and Brit Olam 
Congregation in Kiriat Ono, Israel. As well as this 
congregational work, he has taught Law and Jewish Ethics at 
Metro West High School in Ra’anana, and worked as a story-
teller in special education kindergartens in Kfar Saba. R. 
Cohen has been involved with Jewish education initiatives in 
Israel and the Diaspora within the framework of the Jewish 
Agency and the Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism.  

 
R. Cohen's visit in February was an extremely successful one for 
the Progressive Congregation and the wider community. After a 
well attended Progressive service, he was a guest at dinner with 
Rabbi Meltzer, his family and a group from the community on 
Friday night. He clearly expressed much he enjoyed the evening 
as well as his gratitude for the invite, company and meal. 
 
R.Cohen led a beautiful Shacharit service, full of ruach and 
meaning. Both congregations came together for a delicious 
community luncheon of fish and salad. Much appreciation goes to 
Anita Shroot who was indispensable in both the planning and 
execution of the luncheon on Shabbat. There was also help and 
direction from Rabbi Meltzer, Val Leech and Sally McDonald that 
we would like to acknowledge. 

 
After lunch on Shabbat, R. Cohen 
delivered a fascinating talk on “The 
Jews and the Druze” to the Community 
(see the article in this edition). This 
was well attended and a topic R. 
Cohen has also presented at Limmud 
Oz programs. A number of individual 
congregation members were able to 
have private interviews with the Rabbi 
on Saturday afternoon and were given 
assistance on many issues, including 
conversion process and pastoral care. 
 
The Sunday program was a Progressive Congregation discussion 
facilitated by R.Cohen. We received clear and able advice on 
service structure and procedural issues we have been working on 
for some time. The group reached unanimous consensus on a 
number of motions. We also made a very good start on other 
projects for the growth and strengthening of our congregation 
(and our community). 
 
On the whole, it was an extremely successful visit, and we are in 
discussion with R. Cohen to bring him back in the next few 
months. 
 
Rabbi Adi Cohen visited the ACTJC on 12 -14 February, 2016. 
 
(More information about R. Cohen, in his own words, can be found on the 
Temple David website here: http://tinyurl.com/hrew46h) 
 

During his visit to the Community in February, Rabbi Adi Cohen, 
Rabbi at Temple David Perth and Chair of the Moetzah (Council 
of Progressive Rabbis and Cantors), gave an entertaining and 
informative talk on this intriguing subject. 
 
He started off by giving a brief outline of the 
Druze – their history and beliefs. 
 
The Druze faith is a monotheistic and Abrahamic 
religion based on the teachings of Plato, Socrates, 
Aristotle and Akhenaten, amongst others. It 
incorporates elements of Judaism, Christianity, 
Hinduism and Gnosticism, amongst others, into a 
distinct and secretive theology. Their beliefs 
incorporate reincarnation and transmigration of 
the soul.  
 
The Druze community have played an important 
role in shaping the history of the Levant, despite 
the fact that they have frequently experienced 
persecution by Muslims. Today, they are found primarily in 

Israel, Syria and Lebanon. About 20,000 live in Australia, 
primarily in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. They are known to 
form a close-knit, cohesive community, but also integrate fully, 

and are wholly loyal to, their adopted homelands. 
 
But the most intriguing aspect of the Druze, from 
the Jewish perspective, is the close affinity they 
have to Jews and their fierce loyalty to the state 
of Israel. Druze soldiers have risen to the senior 
ranks of the IDF. The Druze believe they are 
descended from Jethro of Midian, whom they 
revere as their spiritual founder and chief prophet 
– and contend that they have the genetic evidence 
to prove it. In Druze homes, cemeteries and places 
of worship, you will find a red Magen David. Some 
even consider the Druze as one of the Lost Tribes 
of Israel.   
 
To me, Rabbi Cohen’s talk highlighted a religious 
and ethnic group that we as Jews should know 

more about and have a greater appreciation for. 

The Jews and the Druze: Our best friend that 
you probably know nothing about 

Peter Wise 
Board member 

Food for Thought 

Multicoloured, 5 pointed 
star, with each colour 

having a special meaning 

Rabbi Adi Cohen 

http://tinyurl.com/hrew46h
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The Women’s 
Mirrors - Grace is Elusive 
and Beauty is Vain 

Food for Thought Rabbi Alon Meltzer 

When I look at our community I see talent perhaps on a much 
more concentrated level than in most other communities. We 
have artists and musicians, seamstresses and vocalists, we have 
writers and journalists, high level academics and public servants – 
we are surrounded by serious and much appreciated talent. Much 
of that talent comes from our female demographic – and our 
National Council of Jewish Women’s Canberra Chapter, hosts so 
many of these wonderful, talented, strong women, who are 
devoted not only to their local community, but the entire Jewish 
people.  
 
We are very lucky.  
 
The Torah, in this morning’s Parasha, shares with us such a 
beautiful appreciation of the true beauty and depth of the women 
of the Jewish people. 
 
First in Shemot 35:22 
 

 
 
Then 25-26 

 
 
And finally 29 

 
The emphasis in the first verse, as I noted in my Grapevine piece, 
enhances the theme of the Parasha, with many commentators 
telling us that the phrase Vayavo-u ha-anashim al hanashim, that 
the men came with the women, means that first the women 
came, and the men followed. 

 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his 2012 essay Mirrors of Love, explains 
that for women to take the lead on such a project was all the 
more striking, because according to our sages the women had no 
part in the creation of the Golden Calf, and as the 16th Century 
commentator, the Kli Yakar explains, that the building of the 
Mishkan was to atone for the sin of the Golden Calf, and the 
women had no need for atonement, yet the women in the desert 
gave, and more importantly they gave before the men. 
 
Sacks notes here that The women had a sense of judgment in the 
religious life - what is true worship, and what false - that the men 
lacked, and they had the ability to realise the importance of 
community and building for and towards the betterment of that 
community. 
 
These are the outright verses; the women were the givers, they 
were the skilled crafters, they were the righteous and moral 
compass to the entire nation.  
 
Yet more important, is a later verse, in 38:8 
 

 
 

What are these mirrors? 
Rashi tells us that the Israelite women owned mirrors, which they 
would look into when they adorned themselves. Even these 
[mirrors] they did not hold back from bringing as a contribution 
toward the Mishkan, but Moses rejected them because they were 
made for temptation [i.e., to inspire lustful thoughts]. The Holy 
One, blessed is He, said to him, "Accept [them], for these are 
more precious to Me than anything because through them the 
women set up many legions [i.e., through the children they gave 
birth to] in Egypt." When their husbands were weary from back-
breaking labour, they [the women] would go and bring them food 
and drink and give them to eat. Then they [the women] would 
take the mirrors and each one would see herself with her husband 
in the mirror, and she would seduce him with words, saying, "I am 
more beautiful than you." And in this way they aroused their 
husbands' desire and would be intimate with them, conceiving and 
giving birth there, as it is said: "Under the apple tree I aroused 
you" (Song 8:5). This is [the meaning of] what is bemar'ot 
hatzove'ot [lit., the mirrors of those who set up legions]. From 
these [the mirrors], the washstand was made. 
 
The story is this. The Egyptians sought not merely to enslave, but 
also to put an end to, the people of Israel. One way of doing so 
was to kill all male children. Another was simply to interrupt 

The men came with the women; 
every generous hearted person 
brought bracelets and earrings and 
rings and buckles, all kinds of golden 
objects, and every man who waved a 
waving of gold to the Lord. 

  

ים  ים ַעל ַהנָּשִּ ֲאנָּשִּ ַויָּבֹאּו הָּ

ח וָּנֶּזֶּם  כֹל יב ֵלב ֵהבִּיאּו חָּ | נְדִּ

ב  ז כָּל ְכלִּי זָּהָּ ְוַטַבַעת ְוכּומָּ

ר ֵהנִּיף ְתנּוַפת  יש ֲאשֶּ ְוכָּל אִּ

ב ַלהי:  זָּהָּ

And every wise hearted woman spun 
with her hands, and they brought 
spun material: blue, purple, and 
crimson wool, and linen. 

  

יהָּ  ה ַחְכַמת ֵלב ְביָּדֶּ שָּ ְוכָּל אִּ

ת ַהְתֵכלֶּת  יאּו ַמְטוֶּה אֶּ וּו ַויָּבִּ טָּ

ת תֹוַלַעת  ן אֶּ ת הַָּאְרגָּמָּ ְואֶּ

ת ַהֵשש: נִּי ְואֶּ  ַהשָּ

And all the women whose hearts 
uplifted them with wisdom, spun the 

goat hair. 
  

ן  בָּ א לִּ ר נָּשָּ ים ֲאשֶּ ְוכָּל ַהנָּשִּ

זִּים: עִּ ת הָּ וּו אֶּ ה טָּ ְכמָּ נָּה ְבחָּ  אֹתָּ

Every man and woman whose heart 
inspired them to generosity to bring 
for all the work that the Lord had 
commanded to make, through Moses, 
the children of Israel brought a gift 
for the Lord 

  

ר נַָּדב לִּבָּם  ה ֲאשֶּ שָּ יש ְואִּ כָּל אִּ

ם ְלהָּבִּיא ְלכָּל ַהְמלָּאכָּה  אֹתָּ

ּוָּה הי ַלֲעשֹות ְביַד  ר צִּ ֲאשֶּ

בָּה  ֵאל נְדָּ יאּו ְבנֵי יְִּשרָּ ה ֵהבִּ משֶּ

 ַלהי:

And he made the washstand of copper 
and its base of copper from the 
mirrors of the women who had set up 
the legions, who congregated at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting. 

ת ְוֵאת  ַויַַעש ֵאת ַהכִּיֹור נְחשֶּ

ת ְבַמְראֹת ַהצְֹבאֹת  ַכנֹו נְחשֶּ

ְבאּו פֶַּתח אֹהֶּל מֹוֵעד ר צָּ  ֲאשֶּ
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normal family life. The people, both men and women, were 
labouring all day. At night, says the Midrash, they were forbidden 
to return home. They slept where they worked. The intention was 
to destroy both privacy and sexual desire, so that the Israelites 
would have no more children. 
 
The women realised this, and decided to frustrate Pharaoh's plan. 
They used mirrors to make themselves attractive to their 
husbands. The result was that intimate relations resumed. The 
women conceived and had children (the "legions" referred to in 
the word tzove'ot). Only because of this was there a new 
generation of Jewish children. The women, by their faith, courage 
and ingenuity, secured Jewish survival. 
 
One might think that this isn’t so important, and doesn’t truly 
show the internal beauty of Jewish women; however the story is 
powerful in itself. It tells us, as do so many other Midrashim, that 
without the faith of women, Jews and Judaism would never have 
survived. 
 
The Jewish women were not concerned with vanity and with 
beauty, they realised it was necessary for the furthering of the 
Jewish people, but once freed, once set on a path of success, the 
mirrors in their mundane form were not needed. Suddenly the 
women of the Jewish people elevated their klei yafeh, their tools 
of beauty, and helped create the mishkan. A gift that was as 
pleasing to the Almighty as the gold and silver. 
 
We can look through our texts and our stories, from the early days 
of the bible all the way through to the Talmud and we can see the 
strength of amazing women, who have given their lives to the 
betterment of our people.  
 

When we look at the impact that Jewish women around the world 
have made to the general society we see this hold true even 
more. Lisa Kigan in her book With Strength and Splendor: Jewish 
Women As Agents of Change, outlines 47 Jewish women who have 
changed the world, some who broke through the glass ceiling, 
others for example Gertrude Belle Elion, who won a Noble Prize 
for her research into the structure of the cancer cell, which 
resulted in new treatment methods. 
 
When I look at these women, and I look at the women we have in 
our community, the women on our Council, I see women who are 
true role models to my daughters. They can command a Board 
Room but can still gently hold Daliah or Ella’s hands and mother 
them. They can create such elegant and priceless works of art, 
but they can sit with my daughters and scribble on a piece of 
paper. They can delve into political or academic theories, yet still 
sit and read a story to the girls. 
 
We are truly lucky and blessed to have the brightest and most 
talented group of ladies in our community, who are so devoted to 
all of us, and care so deeply about the future of our Jewish 
community and our Jewish people. 
 
As we say at the end of each book of the Torah, chazak chazak 
v’nitchazek, be strong, be strong, and together we will all be 
strengthened. 
 
May you, our wonderful Council, be strong, so that we, the entire 
ACT Jewish community will be strengthened! 
 
 
Delivered on Council Shabbat, 5 March, 2016 

Gertrude Belle Elion was an American biochemist and pharmacologist, who shared the 1988 Nobel Prize in Physiology / Medicine.   
Photo courtesy of kids.britannica.com 
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Food for Thought 

Precious Donations 
made from Willing Hearts 

Jo Dixon 

With previous drashas I have needed to think carefully to find a 
way in that enables me to say something that is, hopefully, 
compelling about our 21st-century lives.  

 

Not so today! I found myself spoilt for choice from the first verses 
where we see a reiteration , not only of one of the most central 
commandments of the Jewish people, to keep the Sabbath but as 
a result the invention of the weekend which has had a profound 
impact on the whole of humanity. 

 

The Parshah goes on to talk about the building  of the Mishkan 
(tabernacle)  which houses the Kodesh HaKadashim  (The Holy of 
Holies). Being a mad keen interior decorator I avidly read the 
detailed and highly visual descriptions of the Mishkan its 
surrounds and adornments. In fact as I was reading about the 
planks of acacia I could hear the sounds of my builders laying my 
new deck (albeit with modwood). When the Torah is so visually 
descriptive I find myself drawn back and remember with a sense 
of wonder that these are my ancestors.  

 

There is also much to say about the Kodesh 
HaKadashim  a focus of reverence for Jewish people 
throughout time and space.  

 

However being Council Shabbat I couldn't go past the 
complementary themes of voluntary donation and 
sense of community. We read that Moses directed the 
Children of Israel to: 

“Take ye from among you an offering unto the Lord 
whosoever is of a willing heart let him bring it the Lord's 
offering:  gold, and silver, and brass, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goat’s hair, and 
rams’ skins dyed red, and sealskins, and Acacia wood 
and oil for the light and spices for the anointing oil and 
for the sweet incense.  And onyx stones and stones to be 
set for the ephod and for the breastplate:” 
 

And that in response: 
“they came, both men and women, as many as were 
willing-hearted and brought nose rings, and earrings,  
and cygnet rings, and girdles, all Jewels of gold, even 
every man that brought an offering of gold unto the 
Lord. And every man with whom was found blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, and 
rams’ skin dyed red, and sealskins brought them.  
Everyone that did set apart an offering of silver and 
brass brought the Lord’s offering,  and every man with 
whom was found Acacia wood for any work of the 
service brought it. And all the women that were wise 
hearted did spin with their hands and brought that 
which they have spun the blue, and purple, the 
Scarlet ,and the fine linen and all the women whose 
hearts stirred them up in wisdom spun the goats hair.” 

 

All of these precious donations made from willing hearts created 
a place that was constructed from the hearts of the entire 
community. Each had invested both materially and emotionally so 
that the Kodesh HaKadashim  became an expression of 
everybody's relationship with God.  
It is easy to see the parallels with the ACT Jewish Community that 

we all give to and have our part in influencing. It applies, dare I 
say, even more so to our wonderful band of women that is the 
ACT section of the NCJWA. With its non-hierarchical structure it is 
indeed a reflection of the shared consciousness of its 
membership. We have no executive, only a steering committee 
and even within the committee people take on various tasks and 
responsibilities but there are no official positions. The women do 
what their heart is willing to do and we are all thankful for 
whatever that may be. I may be remembering through rose 
coloured neurones but I remember no judgements or criticisms, 
only understanding and gratitude.  
 
Our section has a bigger or smaller part in each of our lives but, I 
think,  to all of us it’s special and valued. It has evolved out of 
our totality and continues to evolve reflecting the many aspects 
of our diverse membership. 
 
A little further on in today’s Parshah we read  

“And they brought yet unto him free will offerings 
every morning. And all the wise men that  wrought 
all the work of the sanctuary came every man from 
his work which they wrought. And they spoke unto 
Moses saying the people bring much more than 
enough for the service of the work, which the Lord 
commanded to make. And Moses gave commandment 
and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the 
camp saying: ‘ that neither man nor woman make any 
more work for the offering of the sanctuary.’ So the 

people were restrained from bringing. For the stuff they 
had was sufficient for all the work to make it, and too 
much” 
 

This is such a vivid echo of the last moments of any of our 
functions with the dismayed and waistline conscious hostess 
begging people to take food with them after each member had 
with a willing heart brought enough for six people.  
 
Our members not only give willingly of their time, ideas and 
refrigerators we also make sizeable contributions to several 
Israeli charities such as: 
 

The Haifa University Ethiopian Women's Fund 
ILAN - Foundation for Handicapped Children 
And the Haifa Rape Crisis Centre 
As well as local women’s causes and charities. 
 

Like our ancient ancestors we make these free will donations and 
also like them imbue our community with a sense of unity and 
belonging. 
 
I’d just like to finish by highlighting that NCJWA also represents 
the Jewish voice in the wider women's movement and in that 
spirit to let you all know that it's international women's Day on 
Tuesday and the theme this year is parity for women something 
we can all get behind. 
 

I'd also like to invite any women here that aren’t a part of NCJWA 

Canberra Section to come and try it out.  

Delivered on Council Shabbat, 5 March 2016 
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Bronislav Huberman (19 December 1882 – 16 June 1947) 
 
Huberman was born in Czestochova, Poland, becoming a child violin prodigy who went on to 
become one of the most celebrated Jewish violinists of his time.  Within a decade after 
attending university he was confronted by the realities of the political world between the wars—
Hitler, anti-Semitism, Palestine, Zionism—and by then Huberman had the power, imagination 
and moral fortitude to pursue the remarkable goals that he would accomplish between 1933 and 
1936.  He rescued some of the world’s greatest musicians from Nazi Germany and created one of 
the world’s greatest orchestras, the Palestine Symphony Orchestra, which became the Israeli 
Philharmonic Orchestra.   
 
In his own words, Huberman reflected, “The true artist does not create art as an end in itself;  
he creates art for human beings.  Humanity is the goal.” 

Who are these Men? 

Special Feature Adele Rosalky 

I  have often been asked about the identity of the men in the two prints hanging in the gallery 
directly outside the men’s entrance to the orthodox synagogue.  These are two world famous 

musicians, Bronislav Huberman on the left and Gustav Mahler on the right, both drawn by the 
artist Emil Orlik. 
 
Around 1991 the late Richard Stanton, son of Norman and Elizabeth Stanton, who were among 
the founders of the ACT Jewish Community, gave the prints to Barak Zelig who framed them.  
They were then donated to the ACT Jewish Community.   B. Zelig (2012) Personal communication 

Emil Orlik (21 July 1870 – 28 September 1932) 
 
Emil Orlik was a Jewish  painter, etcher and lithographer, born in Prague.  In 1899 Orlik joined the 
Viennese Secession and after a move to Berlin, joined the Berlin Secession.  His work was influenced 
by his travels to East Asia and North and South America.   
 
Orlik was considered a chronicler of his times, undertaking many prints of portraits of well-known 
contemporaries and sketches of key events in pencil.   
 
Also important are the designs Emil Orlik did for stage sets and costumes at the Deutsches Theatre in 
Berlin. 

Gustav Mahler (7 July 1860 – 18 May 1911) 
 
Mahler was born into a Jewish family in Kaliste Pelhrimov District, Bohemia.  He became an 
Austrian late-Romantic composer, and one of the leading conductors of his generation.  As a 
composer he acted as a bridge between the 19th century Austro-German tradition and the 
modernism of the early 20th century.   
 
While in his lifetime his status as a conductor was established beyond question, his own music 
gained wide popularity only after periods of relative neglect which included a ban on its 
performance in much of Europe during the Nazi era.   
 
After 1945 his compositions were rediscovered and championed by a new generation of listeners;  
Mahler then became one of the most frequently performed and recorded of all composers, a 
position he has sustained into the 21st century. 

Bronislav Huberman: 19/100 on 
Japanese Paper at ACTJC 

Gustav Mahler: Etching - roulette 
and aquatint on Japanese paper, 

1902 at ACTJC 

Emil Orlik 
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As a fairly long term Canberran, I have been asked to write 
something about how I have seen the ACT Jewish Community 
grow and change and its importance in my life. 
 
I have now spent 28 years in Canberra – the first three years of 
my life and the past 25 years! My parents migrated to Australia 
just before I was born and my father completed his PhD at ANU 
before moving to Melbourne. We spent the next six years in 
Melbourne (with two long visits to South Africa and one year in 
Canada), where I was lucky enough to go to Bialik College with 
my brothers, where we were surrounded and supported by a 
Jewish community. We then moved to Armidale, NSW, for my 
father to take up a Professorship. It was 10 years in the 
wilderness! Armidale is a lovely university town, but small, 
remote and with very little awareness of Jews. We arrived just 
after Zelman Cowan left – so locals knew that there were Jews in 
Australia – and were the only fully Jewish family in the town. 
While we were an intrinsically Jewish family and always 
celebrated the major holidays / holy days, we did not have 
family in Australia or a community and were very isolated in our 
Jewishness. I always say that I was not lucky enough to grow up 
in a Jewish community and only know what my parents passed on 
to me. 
 
Twenty-five years ago, I moved to Canberra with my husband and 
two baby girls, Hannah and Caitlin. I was too wary, self-conscious 
and busy to get involved with the Community here. I felt that I 
didn’t know how to participate in the religious side and felt 
embarrassed that I didn’t understand a lot of Jewish customs and 
habits. I did get involved with the Jewish 
playgroup and still have friends from those early 
days. I was very comfortable in the playgroup as 
most of the women had non-Jewish husbands. 
We met regularly for many years and our 
children formed some strong bonds. Sarit Cohen 
was the driving force and she is the person I feel 
most responsible for growing my relationship 
with the Community. 
 
I was still hesitant to get involved as, in those 
days, I didn’t understand that the Community 
offered much more than religion. Being a 
working mother leaves little time for exploring 
options and my life was full with work and family. At some point 
in time, I became a member and started receiving Hamerkaz, 
which kept me informed about what was happening. Once my 
girls started school, I sent them to cheder. In those days, it was 
always a small group, with a variety of lay teachers and formats. 
It was always important to me that my children had a strong 
sense of Jewish identity as, despite my general lack of 
knowledge, I am Jewish through and through. It is challenging to 
be a single Jewish parent. My husband has always been very 
supportive and wanted our children to be brought up as Jewish, 
but it had to be my responsibility. I wanted my children to feel as 
Jewish as I do, to have Jewish friends and to feel comfortable 
mixing with other Jews. 
 
My real involvement started once I joined the NCJWA and then 
when my son started preparing for his bar mitzvah. The NCJWA 

was a wonderful connection for me – a special group of women, 
some married to Jews, some not, some single, widowed, 
divorced. Being a part of this group has allowed me to connect 
with the Community and to learn a lot about it and to slowly 
become more involved. I also attended the inaugural Melton 
course, which again was a great source of information as well as 
an opportunity to meet members of the Community. I attended 

Progressive services occasionally. I was brought 
up Orthodox but feel more comfortable in the 
Progressive environment – partly because I don’t 
read Hebrew and partly because I like the fact 
that men and women are one and the same. 
Both my daughters were bat mitzvahed at The 
Great Synagogue, where my mother was 
working. They were very special occasions. 
When Asher was nine years old, he was asked to 
“work” at the Centre, setting up chairs etc for 
service and functions (taking over from Ben 
Sakker-Kelly). He did that for many years and 
had a great relationship with Christine and the 
Shroots. This helped me to develop relationships 

too. When it was time to start thinking about his bar mitzvah, we 
independently decided on an Orthodox BM in deference to my 
family. I remember taking Asher to his first group lesson with 
Alan Shroot. The four other boys were with their fathers and 
Asher just had me! Hard for a bar mitzvah boy. He insisted that I 
come to the first Saturday service he went to, even though I told 
him we couldn’t sit together. I clearly recall Earl Hoffman warmly 
greeting Asher and putting his arm around him and all the older 
men welcoming him and giving him their attention – I think they 
were delighted to have a BM boy. He never asked me to go with 
him again. 
 
Looking back over the years I have seen some significant changes 
– many for me personally but also in the Community. The first 
time I stepped foot in the Centre was taking the playgroup to a 
Purim party. There we were with all our little people dressed up 

Opinion Piece Karen Tatz 
Board member 

A Changing 
Community…. 

Being a part of this 
group has allowed 
me to connect with 
the Community and 
to learn a lot about it 
and to slowly become 
more involved.  

Karen Tatz with  NCJWA members 
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 הלל אומר
אל תפרוש מן הצבור, ואל תאמן בעצמך עד יום מותך, ואל תדין 
את חברך עד שתגיע למקומו, ואל תאמר דבר שאי אפשר לשמוע 
 שסופו להשמע
 
The Talmudic Sage, Rabbi Hillel, would say: Do not separate 
yourself from the community. Do not believe in yourself until the 
day you die. Do not judge your fellow until you have stood in his 
place. Do not say something that is not readily understood in the 
belief that it will ultimately be understood (Ethics of the Fathers 
2:4). 
 
What an amazing statement. Four singular statements that have 
so much power and impact even in 2016. Four statements that 
impact the way in which we should see the role of the 
Commonwealth, and the way in which we should engage with our 
brothers and sisters around us. 
 
‘Do not separate yourself from the community.’ We are told by 
Hillel that we must ensure that we become part of a society. We 
must walk through the good and the bad, with the goals and 
aspirations of making a positive change for those around us. We 
must stand up and advocate for. We must welcome people in, 
bring them under our wings, and encourage them to do the same 
to others. 
‘Do not believe in yourself until the day you die.’ We are advised 
that we should not believe in ourselves until the day we die. We 
must go out, day after day, and ensure that we leave a positive 
mark on the world. We should not believe that we have 

completed our mission, or have nothing left to give, until we are 
no longer around to give it. Leave it all on the table, don’t hold 
anything back. 
‘Do not judge your fellow until you have stood in his place.’ Our 
community has been rocked these past few months as we hear of 
tragedies far abroad, but also tragic humanitarian issues closer to 
home as well. Many of us look at another person, a stranger, and 
we don’t see our commonalities, we just focus on the differences. 
We should encourage all within our society to ensure that they 
see the best in each and every person. Our Commonwealth, to 
truly be inclusive, must embrace our commonalities and let go of 
our differences, or better yet, use our differences to raise up our 
entire society. 
 
Finally ‘Do not say something that is not readily understood in the 
belief that it will ultimately be understood.’ We should ensure 
that we do not dance around the major issues, trying to make 
everyone happy. We need to tackle the big problems head on, 
move them out of the way, and move forward. The major issues 
need to be overcome, and we, as faith based leaders, must ensure 
that we are perfectly clear in what we say. We must ensure that 
our communities are united under a banner of collective positive 
development, and that we work together to ensure that all who 
call this great land home, are welcomed, safe, and protected. 
 
This will make an inclusive commonwealth. 
 
Reflection delivered on 14 March, 2016 at Commonwealth Day 
Multi-Faith Celebration celebrating the Commonwealth of 
Nations. 

Reflection on an Inclusive Commonwealth 

Food For Thought                                                              Rabbi Alon Meltzer 

and we were ignored while the Community focussed on the Purim 
Spiel, which was for the adults. The second time was a Hanukkah 
party where some of the older women (probably my age now) 
yelled at the toddlers for touching the doughnuts, which were 
spread enticingly on the tables. Much later, I had the good 
fortune to meet Estelle Hartstein at the Centre when I was buying 
challah. If only I had met her years before. She was so warm and 
welcoming and interested in me that I always felt, had I met her 
when I first arrived, I would have become involved immediately.  
 
Somewhere along the line I became a member and started going 
to some events and services. My involvement with the NCJWA 
brought me closer to the Community at large. Slowly I got more 
involved and ended up nominating for the Board, and am now in 
my fourth year. I love my involvement with the Community. It can 
be challenging; it can be fraught; it can be rewarding; it can be 
fun. It gives me a lovely sense of Community. I think our 
Community is unusual: diverse; colourful; thought-provoking; 
members who have been here since its inception and ones who 
have just arrived and everything in-between; converts; mixed 
marriages; Orthodox and Progressive. I love the fact that 
members from one congregation will happily move to the other’s 
service to make up a minyan. I love the debate and the learning.  
Those of us with children now in their 20s, worked hard to create 
a bond and a sense of community for our children. We ran cheder, 
organised trips to camps, met socially, shared seders …. It was a 
far cry from the numbers of children now attending and the 
number of parents now involved. It has been wonderful to see the 
change of attitude to the children and young people. I have also 
seen the Community become more open and more welcoming. 
Many years ago I had to listen to one of our community leaders 
publicly decry intermarriage. I don’t mind people holding those 
views, but I do mind someone suggesting that I am less Jewish 

because I have married a non-Jew. I have a pretty good pedigree 
with a sprinkling of rabbis across the generations. My life has 
been an assimilated one and I have mixed with a wide cross 
section of people from all religions and backgrounds. While I did 
not have the good fortune to grow up in a Jewish community and 
am not religious and not a believer, my Jewishness is very 
important to me.  
 
One of the biggest changes for me has been the arrival of Rabbi 
Alon. I think that we are very lucky to have him in our Community 
– and he is lucky to have the chance to be our inaugural Rabbi. He 
is intelligent, personable, broad-minded, multi-talented and 
energetic. It has been a great experience for me to spend time 
with him and to learn from him and to have Alon accept me for 
what I am. It is a great eye-opener for me to get to know 
someone who is so immersed in their religion and to have a 
connection (I hope he feels the same way). 
 
My view of the growth and change in the Community must be 
coloured by my greater involvement and sense of Community. I 
always say that you reap what you sow. My own caution kept me 
apart initially, however, I do feel that it is incumbent on all of us 
to welcome people and to make them feel at ease. Jews in the 
diaspora lead different lives – some are totally immersed in their 
Jewishness and primarily mix with other Jews. That was not my 
experience. I think it is easier to reject your Jewishness than to 
reclaim it. I now have a son studying in Israel, learning Hebrew 
and living an Israeli life, which he loves. Somehow, I must have 
managed to pass on my ingrained Judaism to him and I thank the 
Community for that as I couldn’t have done it on my own. 
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In his wide ranging talk to the community, Elazar said that the 
challenge of Jewish identity is a challenge for everyone both here 
and in Israel but it is tougher now in Israel.  People question the 
meaning of being Jewish these days and this has an impact all 
over the world.  It is difficult to change the status quo. One has to 
ask how you will define who is Jewish as there is a gap between 
the religious and State definition.  With the Law of Return a 
person has the right to become a citizen of Israel if they have 
Jewish ancestors.  Many came to Israel, especially from the Soviet 
Union, and lived happily until they wished to marry.  This was a 
problem if both were not halachically Jewish.  The impact of this 

challenge is not just about 
marriage because if a couple 
wishes to marry and one is 
not Jewish they have to 
marry outside of Israel.  If a 
person is an Orthodox Jew it 
becomes our challenge as 
this impacts the Jewish State. For  religious Zionists, this is not 
the main issue of concern as the main issue for that group is 
where the borders should between the Palestinians and Israel. 
 
As a combat soldier in the IDF one shares a common  life in the 
army, which is a melting pot.  A soldier can be proudly Jewish 
even if he does not have a Yeshivah education.  The Israeli army 
is special and democratic.  Young people are taught skills like 
Hebrew to prepare them for university.  The issue of conversion is 
very important but some  Rabbis do not see the connection 
between being  ready to defend Jewish people and being Jewish.  
The army has converted about 10,000 soldiers before they 
became parents so that their children could be Jewish.  As part of 
this conversion of soldiers core Jewish values, like the observance 
of Shabbat, are very important.  Some young people in Israel do 
not always want to be a part of a traditional society and do not 
want to marry through a Rabbi. 
 
Elazar explained that he became a politician to advance this 
particular set of issues.  Israel as a nation and country is very 
important to the world to preserve Jewish identity.  The Israeli 
army is very moral and ethical and probably the best in the world 
in this regard.  Israel needs to be preserved for many reasons, but 
particularly as an educational tool for the rest of the world.  This 
is something with which to identify and be connected.  Work 
needs to be done to improve relationships between all Jews and 
the State of Israel. 
 
Members of the audience were then invited to make comments 
and ask questions.  It was noted by Rabbi Alon that the ultra 
Orthodox in Israel have a very strong hold over religious identity 
and he asked how  people generally could move forward in a 
positive manner. Elazar replied that messages need to be short 
and simple.  In the Knesset each politician brings to the table a 
unique point of view.  There needs to be different ways of moving 
forward with administration of various areas, such as conversion 
and Kashrut, so that the Rabbis do not have total control whereby 
they are elected to positions of authority in a sometimes corrupt 
political process. 
 
The next interesting question referred to an article in the 
Australian Jewish News about a person from an Islamic 
background in the IDF. Elazar was asked if this contradicted the 
statement that one needed to be Jewish to defend the Jewish 
State.  He replied by saying that he had trained all kinds of cadets 
to win the war.  There are Christians and Bedouins in the IDF; on 
return to civilian life, the State should give full rights to these 

Community Conversation Yvette Goode 

O n 14 March our community was fortunate enough to be 
introduced to Elazar Stern and listen to him speak about 

issues and challenges relating to Jewish identity.  

Issues and Challenges 
relating to our Jewish Identity 

Elazar Stern (Hebrew: אלעזר שטרן  , born 25 August 1956) is an 
Israeli politician and former soldier. He served as a Major 
General in the Israel Defense Forces and as Head of the 
Manpower Directorate. In 2013 he became a member of the 
Knesset for Hatnuah, and currently serves as an MK for Yesh 
Atid. 
 
Born in Tel Aviv, Elazar attended Bar-Ilan University, where 
he received a BA in Economics and Land of Israel Studies. He 
also received a Master's degree in Business Administration 
from Tel Aviv University and Northwestern University. He was 
drafted into the IDF in 1974 and volunteered as a paratrooper 
in the Paratroopers Brigade. In 1976 he became an officer 
after completing Officer Candidate School, eventually 
becoming the commander of a reserve Paratroopers Brigade 
in 1991. In the 1990s Stern became involved in officer 
training, and succeeded Gil Regev as head of the Manpower 
Directorate (a name he changed to Human Resources) in July 
2004. 
 
As head of Human Resources, Elazar oversaw a program to 
convert non-Jewish IDF troops to Judaism. He has also led the 
integration of hesder units, homogeneous units of Orthodox 
male soldiers combining yeshiva studies with military service, 
into mainstream units. While criticised by some religious 
Israelis that the action was meant only to prevent 
insubordination of religious troops during the Gaza pullout, 
Elazar maintains that it is better for the troops. He completed 
his tenure as the head of the Human Resources Directorate in 
July 2008 and retired from the IDF.  
 
Prior to the 2013 Knesset elections he joined the new 
Hatnuah party, and was placed fourth on its list. He was 
elected to the Knesset after the party won six seats, but 
announced on 20 December 2014 that he had left the party. 
In the buildup to the 2015 elections he joined Yesh Atid, and 
was placed twelfth on its list. With the party winning only 11 
seats, he lost his seat. However, he re-entered the Knesset on 
4 September 2015 after Shai Piron resigned his seat. 
 
NB: The above was abridged from Wikipedia. 

Elazar Stern 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manpower_Directorate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knesset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatnuah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yesh_Atid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yesh_Atid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar-Ilan_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paratroopers_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_Candidate_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gil_Regev&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeshiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel%27s_unilateral_disengagement_plan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_legislative_election,_2013
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatnuah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_legislative_election,_2015
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yesh_Atid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shai_Piron
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people as they have had in the army.  Those who serve in the 
army have a better idea of Jewish identity after their service. 
 
There is a dilemma as to the mission of the army and education.  
Those who serve need to have a good idea of what it means to be 
Jewish, not necessarily religious, but many reasons to be proud of 
being Jewish.  It would not be ethical to take advantage of the 
situation to educate these people in a different way.  As a result, 
some educational courses for soldiers had been established, 
whereby it was important for them to be witnesses in uniform.  
One has to begin with what one can control in terms of Jewish 
identity.   
 
A comment from the audience was made about conversions in the 
army being run only by men.  Elazar replied that that teachers 
could also be women as the level of women who had served in the 
educational unit were of a very high standard.  Some women 
found that the way to express their talent was through education 
rather than in the field. 
 
Another comment from the audience raised the issue of Reform 
Judaism in Israel and asked if there were any Reform Chaplains in 
the IDF.  Elazar replied that there were not many in Israel so 
there were none in the IDF as it needs to be relative as to how 
many members there are in the army.  Currently there are more 
than in the past but not many.  It is different in the Diaspora 
especially with regard to the observance of Shabbat.  Elazar said 
that it was good if people belonged to the Reform movement 
rather than nothing, however, some do not like this as a problem 
arises with how to raise children and the possibility of a later 
conversion to more mainstream Judaism for marriage. 
 
A very interesting question was asked about legislative 
opportunities with regard to the State being both religious and 
pluralistic.  Currently the Orthodox Rabbis have a monopoly over 
Kashrut.  Regulations need to be created and then let the Rabbis 
look after them, however, there is a real need for more friendly 
Rabbis in more cities.  The issue of conversion is problematic as 
the more hardline Orthodox Rabbis want control. There have 
been threats of vetos if this right is taken away from them. 
Another member of the audience commented that many Israelis 
are not religious and asked how the State could regulate those 
who do convert to be observant and keep Shabbat etc.  Elazar felt 
that it was a condition of entry into what he referred to as "the 
game" as supervised by the Rabbinical Court but also there should 
not be too much pressure placed on those who convert as it is not 
easy to be Jewish, especially if these people are willing to 
sacrifice their lives for their country.  The process of conversion 
should not be made too hard.  It could be seen as a conflict of 
interest between being religious and protecting Israel. 
The final question from the audience asked Elazar about Yair 
Lapid and his political ambitions re "the top job".  Elazar 
commented that he would like him to be Prime Minister as he has 
commitment and talent and learns from his mistakes well.  He 
noted that Olmert was a good PM but was later found to be guilty 
of corruption. Elazar felt that Yair Lapid would be better than the 
current PM. 
 
At the conclusion of questions from the audience, Danny Lamm 
then spoke to the meeting and thanked Harry Triguboff for 
bringing Elazar to Australia.  Danny congratulated the community 
for establishing a Zionist Council in the ACT and noted that we all 
have a part to play.  The ZFA is an agent for Birthright and Aliyah 
and tries to find solutions for faith issues such as conversion.  He 
asked us to think about what we could do in Canberra. 
 
Danny noted that the visit of the Foreign Minister of Iran was 
occurring while we were meeting.  As a country Israel 
understands visits by Foreign Ministers but would like Australia to 
make it clear that if Iran continues to threaten Israel with 
annihilation then Australia will not do business while the threat 
remains. 
 
Secondly, the Greens have a poor record with regard to Israel.  

The following has been taken from Amazon 
as it publicises the book Elazar wrote 
about his experiences in the IDF. 
 

In all the command positions that he held, 

General Elazar Stern knew that the role of the 

Israel Defence Forces was not limited solely to 

achieving victory on the battlefield. Many of the 

tasks that he undertook in over three decades of 

service to his country required moral courage 

whether it was initiating conversion courses in 

the IDF, laying down a hard line against 

disobeying orders during the evacuation of Gush 

Katif, or taking a stand against draft dodgers 

and Stern was well aware that public courage 

has its price. In Struggling Over Israel's Soul, 

General Stern tells the story of his personal 

battles the battles for the character and future 

of the IDF as the army of the people and for the 

character and future of Israel as a Jewish and 

democratic state. He candidly describes the 

challenges and difficulties of a being a religious 

soldier in a unit of non-religious soldiers, yet he 

openly opposes the continued service of 

religious soldiers in separate units. He explains 

why he was required to rewrite the IDF s ethical 

code and reveals his revolutionary plan to solve 

the problem of ultra-Orthodox army 

exemptions.  



PAGE 28  |   Issue 533 

asdfasd 

Under a recent deal the Party has been awarded preferences by 
the Liberals and Danny felt that they should not have been 
rewarded and given preferences. 
 
Thirdly, Senator Bob Day has called for a free trade deal with 
Israel and this FTA  is currently being worked on.   
Fourthly Danny mentioned the BDS movement and noted that it 
was currently week in Australia and he hoped we could  keep it 
this way.  The anti BDS legislation is very strong in England and 
America and he would like similar Australian legislation. 
 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Bob Miller thanked Elazar and in 
doing so referred to Russia, which is his academic area of 
expertise.  He noted that Putin is not anti Semitic but concerned 
for all things Russian including the Russian Orthodox Church which 
has been historically anti Semitic.  However, Putin has invited 
some successful Jews back to Russia, so it remains to be seen 
what will happen there. 
The meeting closed with the majority of attendees feeling it had 
been very worthwhile to listen to Elazar speak about Jewish 
identity with specific reference to the IDF. 

 

Photos above:  ACT Jewish Community members and guests listening to Elazar Stern at his presentation on 14 March, 2016.  
Photos courtesy of Robert Cussel 
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ACTJC Young Adults attend an 

Interfaith Event at the U.S. Embassy 

Community Report Angie Glance 

 On 31 October, Samantha Goston, Shifra Joseph and I attended 
an interfaith event at the U.S. Embassy hosted by the U.S. 
Ambassador John Berry and his partner Curtis Yee. The event 
was organised in collaboration with Bluestar Intercultural Centre 
as the first of hopefully many events to bring together young 
adults from different religious communities around Canberra and 
surrounding regions. 
  
The event was well attended and included a picnic lunch in the 
grounds of the Embassy and a private tour by the Ambassador of 
his residence, where he described some of his favourite artworks 
scattered around several of the entertainment rooms. The 
Ambassador spoke of the importance of young leadership and 
thanked everyone in attendance for taking an important step in 
creating a more tolerant world. We enjoyed meeting other 
young adults from around the Territory and were particularly 
impressed with the very warm reception given to us by the 
Ambassador and his partner. 
  
For us, it is clear that there is great value in participating in 
these types of events. As younger members of our respective 
communities who over the years will begin to take on positions 
of leadership, it is important to start building these connections 
now and an amazing event such this one, goes a very long way to 
building those ties. 

Right: Angie Glance and Samantha Goston pictured with the U.S. 
Ambassador John Berry. It was at the interfaith event he hosted at the 

Embassy / his residence on 31 October 2015. 

Above: Young Adult Segway Tour, clearly showing a group 
of ACTJC members and friends in front of distinctive 
Canberra attractions 
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A new Committee was elected at the Annual General Meeting of 
one of the Community's interest groups, the Australian Jewish 
Historical Society, ACT Branch., which was held at the National 
Jewish Centre on 30 March.  
 

The Committee is now:  
President:   Victor Isaacs,  
Vice President:   Adele Rosalky,  
Secretary:   Naomi Robertson,  
Treasurer:   Vernon Kronenberg,  
Immediate Past President:   Sylvia Deutsch,  
Committee Members:  Margaret Beardman OAM, Judith 
Wimborne and Leonie Webb.  

 
Judith Wimborne then spoke about the voluntary biographical 
questionnaire she and the committee had developed to collect 
information on former members of the community who are buried 
in ACT cemeteries.  With the passing of time, many people who 
are buried in the cemeteries now have no one left living in 
Canberra who remembers them.  As the ACT Jewish Community 
grows, future generation will not be familiar with those who came 
before them and their important contribution to the development 
of our community.  This project aims to ensure that there is a 
biographical record of our past members.   
 
The forms were sent electronically on 29 January 2016 to all 
members of the community, and hard copy forms are available on 
the notice board in the hallway outside the office.  The 
information will be stored in the archives of the AJHS (ACT) 
located in the Archive Room at the National Jewish Memorial 
Centre.  Access will be restricted to AJHS(ACT) committee 
members and bona fide researchers.  Please fill in a form for your 
deceased family members or friends and return it electronically 
to actadmin@canberrajewishcommunity.org or in hard copy to 
the office. 

 
At the suggestion of Raffi Lehrer, Adele is now in the process of 
compiling a list of eulogies and consecrations from past issues of 
Hamerkaz of community members who were buried in Canberra 
and elsewhere. 
  
The next meeting of the AJHS will be held on 22 June when Dr 
John Besemeres will speak about Jan Karski, the Polish Second 
World War hero who first brought the news of the Final Solution to 
the West.  Jan Karski is a Righteous Gentile among the Nations.  
Some members will recall that Dr Karski visited Canberra in 
November 1993 and addressed a lunchtime meeting at the Centre.  
 
This will be followed on 17 August by Judith Wimborne’s talk on 
Australian history about the Solomon family:  From Convicts to 
MPs.  
 
The meeting was followed by another fascinating presentation 
from Naomi Robertson entitled Re-writing History in Present-Day 
Hungary, the text of which is 
included in this edition of 
HaMerkaz 
 
A very enjoyable meeting was 
rounded off with supper and 
conversation.  We were 
pleased that our community’s 
schlichim, Liat and Kelila 
came to hear Naomi’s talk, 
and hope that other younger 
members of our community 
with an interest in history will 
attend future presentations.   

AJHS: Australian Jewish Historical Society 

Community Report Victor Isaacs & Adele Rosalky 

AJHS Seeking More Members 
 

At the AGM of the Australian Jewish Historical Society last week it was agreed that the Society needs more 
members to support its activities. 
 
The AJHS supports the Canberra Jewish community in a number of ways:-  

 It works to preserve the history of the ACTJC including by archiving the documents of the Community. 
 Members provide free genealogical assistance, including to overseas enquiries.  
 It distributes to members the AJHS Journal.  
 The Society puts on at least four presentations a year. 

 
We need more participation from members and we need your support to drive the activities of the Society. To encourage this the AGM 
resolved to lower the membership fee to the rock-bottom level of $35.00 (previously it was $50.00) which is intended to just cover costs. 
 
EXISTING MEMBERS of the AJHS will receive their renewal notices by email however if you would like to support the work of the AJHS 
please open the link below and join the Society today. 
 
The Membership Application form can be found on the ACTJC website. Please click here to access. 
For further information you are invited to contact the Hon. Treasurer, Vernon Kronenberg via the office by email using the following 
address:  actadmin@canberrajewishcommunity.org 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/images.shulcloud.com/674/uploads/AJHS%20Membership%20Application%20form_2016_interactive.pdf
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JMAG (Jewish Middle Aged Group / 
Jewish Mildly Angry Grumps / 
Jewish Marxists and Greens – no, 
not really! - PT). 
 
 
JMAG has recently been created by a few of us 
adventurous people here in Canberra and is for Jews and 
their partners to socialize in a variety of activities. We 
may also have some functions with kids as there are 
quite a few in the age-group with teenie boppers. 
 
It recently held its inaugural organised activity, a 
bushwalk along the Corn Trail near Braidwood.  A historic 
12km walk (one way) toward the sea through lush 
rainforest. Attendees were Orit Shapiro, Kevin White, 
Peter Taft, and a couples of leeches who had attached 
themselves to Kevin’s leg. (PT) As you can see from the 
picture taken by some friendly hippies on the trail, we 
had a lot of fun, even though it was exhausting & 
challenging, well for one of us anyhow (OS). 
 
  
JMAG had previously manifested itself 
(PT) via a number of relaxing activities, 
such as movies at Nishi and coffee at 
Max Brenner & Hotel Hotel (just the 
girls so far – Ceilidh Dalton, Sarah Zelig 
& Orit), and expects to offer a range of 
unorganised, misorganised, 
disorganised, less organised (that was 
PT) and organised events (OS) going 
forwards in a variety of modalities 
(gee, that’s a big word Orit – PT).   
 
We would like to hear from community 
members who might be interested in 
coming along (OS). Those who wish to 
join us, or just laugh at the silly photos 
we might take at these events, should 
contact Orit via 
oshapiro7@gmail.com or leave a 
comment on Orit’s Facebook page to 
embarrass her in public (PT).   

Community Announcement 

 JMAG: Jewish Middle Aged Group 

Orit Shapiro & Peter Taft 

Photos above: Orit, Kevin and Peter on their bushwalk along the Corn Trail near Braidwood.   
Photos courtesy of Orit Shapiro 
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To begin the conversation Rabbi Alon stated that the point of 
Judaism is to experience journeys in our lives and to engage with 
a variety of topics. He was hoping that the conversation with 
Eldad would give us some insight into his particular journey. R. 
Alon then asked us to consider the ethics in journalism. It is 
generally agreed that journalism should be accurate, fair, honest 
and courageous. We were next asked to consider how this fits in 
with Judaism. 
 
R. Alon set the context by offering some quotes and information 
from traditional sources. Key to understanding the conversation 
that followed was an understanding of lashon hara,   ,הרע לשון
usually translated as "evil tongue" and is the halachic term for 
derogatory speech about another person or persons. The focus is 
on taking a small amount  of information based in truth but using 
it to communicate something negative about a person or situation 
for an unjust or evil purpose. Lashon hara is considered to be a 
very serious sin in Judaism. One example given was of Miriam, 

who spoke negatively about Moses, her brother, and she was 
punished with a skin disease for a short time. Another example 
given was of Korach, who took an extremely confrontational tone 
and was very negative in his accusations, which were factually 
incorrect. Because he tried to bring Moses down with lies he was 
punished. Throughout Jewish history, this sin of lashon hara has 
caused many tragedies for the Jewish people as well as for the 
rest of the world. The rules concerning lashon hara are lengthy 
and like all rules are subject to interpretation. 
 
When it comes to disputes in a community, they can be likened to 
a river that overflows and widens, then it becomes impossible to 
control it again. It is easy to write falsehoods but difficult to 
erase. Newspapers should be used to clarify actual issues and not 
encourage and promote strife between people. Extreme care 
needs to be taken to be relevant when informing readers about 
the positives and negatives of society. If one is to read 
newspapers on shabbat the papers should be ethical and truth 
seeking at all times.  
 
The conversation began when R. Alon introduced Eldad, letting us 
know about his varied and impressive career as a journalist. He 
then asked Eldad what were some of the areas that being an 
Israeli Jew might clash with journalism as it is practiced today.  
 
Eldad commented that he was very happy to be in Australia and in 
Canberra where he was excited to find an engaged Jewish 
community. He noted that Australia mostly stands with Israel. The 
question he had been asked of course linked directly back to 
lashon hara and his comment, that if one took all of the lashon 
hara out of Israeli journalism there would be little left.  Economic 
and political interests dictate what modern journalists write 
about as they usually do not spend much time doing research to 
discover the truth.  As the Middle East is a great subject of 
preoccupation it is not an easy task to open the eyes of people to  
what is really going on, especially the ongoing problems.  It is a 
major task as a journalist to find a way forward, especially as 
some people prefer Twitter, which can be harmful. 
 
Rabbi Alon commented that he had spent time last year in 
Germany and had the opportunity to meet some Israelis living and 
there.  People told him they chose Berlin but they had problems 
with it.  He then asked Eldad if being there had added to his 
success.  Eldad replied that it was not a joy to be there but he 
felt being a reporter there was like a mission and a debt to a 
those who had been murdered.  He didn't want to be involved in 
anti Israel propaganda but he did want to understand why the 
country had done what it had.  If he had wanted to be successful 

Ethical Journalism  
What is the Jewish Response to Journalism? 

Community Conversations Yvette Goode 

E ldad Beck, acclaimed Israeli journalist,  in conversation with Rabbi Alon Meltzer, on the topic 
of Ethical Journalism – What is the Jewish response to journalism?  

 
On Monday February 29, 2016, this conversation took place in the context of a special Jewish 
Journeys class for those in the community who wished to attend. It was an initiative of The ACT 
Jewish Community, the ACT Zionist Council and the Israeli Embassy. 

Eldad Beck is the Berlin-based correspondent of the 
Israeli daily, "Yedioth Ahronoth," since 2002, covering 
Germany, Central Europe and the EU. He is one of the 
rare Israeli journalists who has reported from Arab and 
Muslim countries - such as Iran, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Afghanistan - about major events in the Middle East. 
 
Born in Haifa in 1965, Eldad studied Arabic and Islam at 
the Sorbonne University in Paris. He was the Middle East 
affairs correspondent of the IDF Radio and the 
newspaper "Hadashot," as well as the Paris-based 
correspondent of the IDF Radio, the Jerusalem Report, 
the Jerusalem Post and Israel's Channel 2. His first book 
"Beyond the Border" on his trip to Arab and Muslim 
countries was published in 2009 in Israel.  
 
"Germany, at Odds" was published in Israel in 2014. It is 
an invitation to see Germany differently and is a 
personal journey of an Israeli journalist throughout this 
challenging country at the beginning of the 21st 
century. The book questions many assumptions about 
"the new Germany": Is there really only one Germany or 
such a thing as "a German mentality"? Is Germany a 
strong and stable democracy in the heart of Europe? 
Have "the Germans" really confronted their past? 
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he could have just praised what Germany has done recently.  He 
felt it was a strange situation where Germany could criticise 
Israel but that they did not like any return criticism. 
 
Rabbi Alon commented that we watch mainstream media with 
untrained eyes.  What is the reason why some journalists have 
stopped caring about ethics.  Eldad likened it to the chicken and 
the egg as to what came first.  Do  we write because we want 
readers to like what we write?  Journalists have traditionally 
informed their readers but should a line be drawn between 
accurate information and journalistic interpretation of 
information.  Mobile phones are now almost the enemy as 
everyone can pretend to be a journalist.  The new media brings a 
new freedom to the press as everyone can express their thoughts 
which can lead to incitement as no one is there  to say "stop". 
 
Eldad was then asked how he viewed those who write letters to 
the media expressing their dislike of Israel and Jewish people.  He 
replied that we should act as we all have power.  If we are active 
on Facebook we can spread the good word about Israel.  We need 
to get the story out about the complexities of the Israeli/Arab 
situation.  We expect the traditional media to be detailed and 
correct in what they say but the media coverage of Israel is often 
very critical.  We need to let people know what  is wrong with a 
report.  Pictures can be used to provide incorrect impressions. In  
Germany the anti Israel bias is very strong and some are unwilling 
to hear a point of view that will not condemn Israel. 
 
Rabbi Alon commented that he reads Israeli Newspapers via the 
Internet and he asked for Eldad's insight as to whether the Israeli 
press is being controlled.  
Eldad replied that the 
media are going through 
a crisis and are suffering 
from a growing lack of 
confidence from  the 
Israeli public.  If people 
feel they have been 
manipulated and not 
given information they 
don't like it.  There is a 
real need to find an 
answer to this. 
 
Members of the of the 
audience were then able 
to ask questions and they 
did ask some very 
interesting questions. In 
response to the first 
question about whether 
the German people were 
genuinely interested in the range of views Eldad had, he replied 
that that he was very surprised by the first questions about Israel 
he tried to present Israel as a unique mentality in defending 
itself, however, he felt that this type of questioning would not 
have been directed at a Moslem in a similar situation.   
A very pertinent question was then asked about whether there 
was a future for Jews in Europe where there is a great amount of 
anti-Semitism on  regular display.  Eldad replied that Europe is 
going through a very serious crisis and what we see now is what 
has gone wrong since world war one.  Eldad said he would like to 
believe that Jews still have a future in Europe like any other 
place in the world because otherwise it would mean that Hitler 
won the war.  It is extremely important for the Jewish world and 
for Israel that there are Jews outside of Israel for moral support, 
however, the situation in Europe is not encouraging.  It prefers to 
deal with invented problems, eg., "Islamophobia".  The deadly 
attacks on Jews occur simply because they are Jews and are 
mostly committed by Moslems.  This European blindness is very 
worrying, both for Jews and for Europe itself. 
 
The next question asked if we are facing insurmountable 

problems worldwide with regards to the truth.  Eldad replied that 
we describe what we've seen and others see things differently.  
While some Jews were initially supportive of the "Arab Spring" in 
Tunisia we soon saw demonstrations take on a more religious 
feeling there and in Egypt.  Editors were reluctant to publish 
much about it at first and this quickly moved to blame Israel.  
Eldad described it as almost a disease to put all the blame on to 
Jews and Israel. 
 
The Islamic revolution quickly became more anti-Semitic and 
more anti Jewish.  Reporters who did not understand what was 
happening wrote harmful accounts.  This was particularly true of 
the Palestinian mothers who would send their children to be 
martyrs and maybe be financially compensated.  The children 
who were sent to the front to be purposely hurt had the aim of 
proving the brutality of Israel.  The reporters who knew about 
this were reluctant to write about it because they feared loss of 
support from  the Arab side.  It was much easier to go with the 
usual story that all the wrongs in the Middle East are because of 
the Israeli settlements and occupation. 
 
Eldad was then asked for his thoughts about the refugee influx 
into Germany and the Pegida movement.  Eldad replied that it 
was both challenging and interesting to be a Jew in Germany and 
it was too early to tell if the refugees would lead to a 
corresponding increase in anti-Semitism.  However, most anti 
Semitic attacks in Germany have come from Moslems.  Extremely 
anti Semitic demonstrations in Europe has been linked to 
Moslems.  The problem is almost certain to become a bigger 
issue. The Pegida movement is anti establishment so is against 

capitalism and the west.  
While it is a popular 
movement it is extreme 
and has attacked 
Moslems for Halal 
slaughter and the Jews 
were being linked to 
this. 
 
The rise of the Al 
Jazeera Network as a 
mainstream media 
source was questioned 
and Eldad was asked for 
his thoughts on who was 
behind this.  He replied 
that the English version 
is very watered down 
while the Arabic version 
is very negative.  The 
news agency comes from 
the Qatar authorities, 

who criticise almost every one in the world who is not Qatari.  
Many Palestinian journalists close to Hamas provide a great deal 
of propaganda against Israel.  This is similar to TV from Iran.  
People world wide arc challenged to make distinctions between 
propaganda and factual reporting. 
 
The final question for the evening noted that it was hazardous 
being a reporter and asked Eldad how much risk he took 
personally.  Eldad replied that every time he goes to an Arab 
country he doesn't tell his mother!  He is more afraid now the 
because of the internet connection to satellites.  Jews can be 
targeted for beheading, so he only goes to places where  he can 
try to estimate the risk.  People have asked him if he is afraid to 
be in Germany and while he finds himself at times in difficult 
situations he is not afraid for his life. Eldad made the point that 
risk is taken in writing what he thinks on an almost daily basis. 
 
The evening concluded with Eldad being thanked and also the 
Israeli Embassy for providing the opportunity to meet with Eldad.   
 

ACTJC members and guests  in audience listening to the conversation between Eldad 
Beck  (left) and Rabbi Meltzer (right). 
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T his week’s parsha describes the events 
immediately before and after the giving of 

the Ten Commandments, as well as setting the 
Commandments themselves out.  In so doing, 
the parsha plays a central role in the Torah’s 
historical, religious and ethical trajectories.  
Everything before Exodus chapter 20 is, in a 
way, a lead up to this point; and everything 
that follows, particularly in terms of ethics and 
morality, is tied to this chapter as a result. All 
of  subsequent Israelite and Jewish history 
hinges upon  it.   
  
But for all its criticality, this text of 14 terse verses in Exodus 
Chapter 20 is preceded by an episode in Chapter 18 that is 
related in a much longer section of 27 verses.  This latter 
episode recounts the arrival of Moses’s father-in-law, Yitro, the 
advice Yitro gives to Moses about delegating his judicial role, and 
the implementation of Yitro’s advice.  This detail alone would 
give this part of today’s parsha a high degree of relative 
importance, but the episode is made even more important by the 
fact that, not only has Yitro’s name been given to the parsha as 
a whole, it’s also possible, as the Gemara argues, that this 
episode has been taken out of its chronological context and 
fitted in here.  These commentators argue that the episode must 
have happened after the giving of the Ten Commandments, but 
is reported before. In fact, Rashi draws attention to this naming 
of the parsha by linking the name Yitro to the Hebrew word yiter 
that means "to add." Rashi explains that this name refers to the 
fact that a portion of the Torah was added based on Yitro's 
suggestion to Moshe in our parsha that he establish a system of 
courts and judges. 
 
So why is the Parsha not known as "Parshat Kabalat HaTorah"? 
Why is it named "Parshat Yitro" as if somehow Yitro’s arrival and 
advice almost overshadows the significance of the giving of the 
Torah?   
 
One simple explanation, by the commentator the Or Hachaim, 
writing in the early 18th century, is that this naming is to 
emphasise the importance of the idea that wisdom is to be found 
amongst all peoples.  He argues that the Jews should not think 
that Hashem chose them because they are the wisest of all 
nations. We were not the only nation to whom Hashem chose to 
give the Torah because we have higher IQs than non-Jews.  
Hashem wanted to send a message to the Jewish people of that 
generation and of all future generations that wisdom exist 
amongst all the nations of the world.   There is a direct 
correspondence between this view, and Ben Zoma’s advice in 
Pirkei Avot: Ayzeh hu chacham?Halomed mikol adam: 
 

‘Who is wise? He who learns from all people’.  I find the 
humility in this explanation striking, at a time when there is 
so much debate about the merits and faults of religion, and 
when there are so many extremists who would proclaim the 
superiority of their outlook over all others.   
 

But I also want to 
explore some other 
possible insights that 
we can derive from 
Yitro’s advice and the 
words in which it is 
couched.  After all, 
Rabbi Sacks has 
pointed out that when 
Rashi specifies that 
it’s the later verses in 
which Yitro delineates 
his plan to Moshe that 
begin the portion 
added to the Torah, 
Rashi is teaching us 
that it’s not enough 
just to criticise, it was only because Yitro offered a constructive 
alternative that the Torah found it worthy of recording. 
 
So what can we learn from Yitro’s advice and the way it’s 
recorded in the Torah?  It is important to note that Yitro is 
critical because of what Moses is doing to the people, not only to 
himself.  He doesn’t ask ‘what are you doing to yourself?’; he 
asks Ma hadavar hazeh asher ata oseh la’am?  What is this thing 
that you’re doing to the people (and not ‘with’ or ‘for’ the 
people)?  And when Moshe says that he is judging them on his 
own, Yitro warns Lo tov hadavar asher ata oseh— he says, ‘what 
you’re doing is not good’.  As if to emphasise how serious this 
issue is, this is one of the only two uses of this phrase ‘Lo Tov’ in 
the entire Torah.  Yitro warns Navol tibol gam ata gam ha’am: 
you will surely be worn out, both you and the people: it’s not 
just about Moses tiring himself out, but about tiring the people 
out.  Yitro is saying that if you’re doing something to the people, 
imposing the rule of law upon them, you have to do it in a way 
that will not wear them out, literally or metaphorically.  As 
Midrash Sechel Tov explains, not only was Moses getting worn 
out, but also most of the people were despondent at the end of 
the day, not having had their turn.  By making people stand 
around all day, with the possibility that their case doesn’t even 
get heard, there is a risk that the Law itself may be brought into 
disrepute.  So a major requirement for the system of justice that 
underpins Yitro’s advice, which Moses accepts, is that a just 
system is an efficient one.  Justice must be expedited. 
 
Second, Yitro identifies the selection criteria for the 
magistrates, the people to whom Moshe needs to delegate the 
judicial function.  V’ata techzeh mikol ha’am anshei chayil.  
‘You shall discern from among the people men of worth’.  The 
term ‘Anshei Hayil’ sounds familiar to us, of course, because we 
read its equivalent description of women, Ayshet Hayil, every 
Shabbat.  Its translation there, as ‘woman of worth’, or virtue, 
makes me think that the translation of Anshei Hayil as men of 
substance is misleading.   
 
For example, in the use of this phrase subsequently, in Parshat 
Vayigash, it is again used in relation to a matter of deciding who 
is capable of exercising authority: 
 

The land of Egypt is [open] before you; in the best of the land 
settle your father and your brothers. Let them dwell in the 

Drasha for Parsha Yitro  

Food for Thought Isi Unikowski 
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land of Goshen, and if you know that there are capable men 
among them, make them livestock officers over what is 
mine." (Rashi interprets this to mean skillful in their 
occupation of pasturing sheep) 
 

So here it’s a matter of capabilities, not ‘substance’, which would 
make little sense in this context.   
 
What then are the selection criteria for the magistrates?  They are 
to be: Yirei Elohim anshei emet sonei vatza – who fear Hashem, 
men of truth, who hate monetary gain.  Rashi interprets this to 
mean men of wealth, who don’t need to flatter or show 
favouritism.  While I guess it’s reasonable to assume that men of 
wealth might be less open to pressure, I don’t think it necessarily 
follows that only men of material substance would be chosen, or 
even could be chosen given how many were to fulfil this role.  
Moreover, in Parshat Devarim, Moshe adds three different 
characteristics: men who are wise, understanding, and well-
known among the tribes. The second of these, ‘nvonim’ is perhaps 
better translated as ‘discerning’ and is particularly relevant to the 
judicial system in that, as Rashi argues, it means ‘m’vinim davar 
m’toch davar’: someone who understands how one thing is 
derived from another. 
 
So now, in addition to efficiency, we have an insight into the 
importance of basing the judicial system on the character and 
integrity of its officers.  Again, there is hardly any need to belabor 
the comparisons with the modern world: the most recent 
Transparency International report, issued only a couple of days 
ago, reported that sixty-eight per cent of countries worldwide 
have a serious corruption problem, with half of the G20 among 
them. 
 
Another lesson here, and another reason why the process of 
selection is not just about picking people of material substance, is 
the importance of the judiciary reflecting and understanding the 
values of society as a whole.  By requiring the judicial officers to 
be chosen as leaders of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens, 
Yitro’s advice also ensures that their judgements will be reflective 
of society as a whole, not just a narrow set of interests and 
values, and so the decisions of these lower courts will not bring 
the system into disrepute. 
 
The last element in the system Yitro’s 
advice institutes relates to the 
difference between government by 
statute and by revelation.  Initially, 
the process of judgement is based on 
Moses’ character and personal 
revelation; afterwards it’s based on 
statute, as illustrated by the 
difference between the judges’ 
characteristics in Shemot and Devarim.   
The characteristics in Shemot are 
about who the judges are; the 
characteristics in Devarim are about 
how they operate.  Similarly, when 
Yitro asks Moshe, at the beginning of 
his advisory role, madua ata yoshev 
levadecha v’chol ha’am nitzav alecha 
— why do you sit alone while all the 
people stand around you? — Moshe 
explains his role in terms of his 
religious leadership: lidrosh Elohim, 
the people seek Hashem’s ruling, 
which Moshe applies in cases between 
litigants.  With Yitro’s advice, 
however, a legal system is established 
that does not require Moshe’s 
intercession, except for the most 
difficult cases.  Instead of walking into 
the presence of Hashem the people 
will now walk into a courtroom. 

Instead of meeting an intermediary to Hashem, people will bring 
their troubles to legal scholars who have studied the law. 
 
Not surprisingly, the Transparency International report I 
mentioned earlier finds that corruption is closely associated with 
war, inequality and poverty, and child mortality.  In contrast, 
Yitro tells Moshe that, if he creates a judicial system under these 
principles, kol ha’am hazeh al m’komo yavo vasholom: “this 
entire people . . . will arrive at its destination in peace.”  The 
Gemara (Sanhedrin 7a) cites this verse as the basis for the saying, 
“Let him who comes from a court that has taken away his cloak 
(in other words, he has lost his case) sing his song and go his 
way.” All is well in a system where losing a case doesn’t mean 
people lose their trust in the process.  Again, I see a direct 
correlation between this chapter and Rabbi Chanina’s advice in 
Pirkei Avot to ‘Pray for the welfare of the government. If it were 
not for the fear of the government, each man would eat his 
neighbor alive!’” as a result of which prayers for the government 
have been included in the Siddur since at least the 14th century. 
 
So once again, the Torah has recorded the processes and steps by 
which a nomadic rabble became an enduring, leading nation.  By 
giving such precedence to Yitro’s advice, the Torah has taught us 
that a system of justice is fundamental, a sine qua non, not just 
for the establishment of the nation of Israel; indeed, for any 
nation to achieve peace and success.  No matter how great the 
principles on which nationhood is based, a nation’s wellbeing 
requires a system that puts them into practice on a daily basis, 
just as Yitro’s system is show to be the gateway to the Ten 
Commandments.  
 
In a way, this is the reverse of the point I made previously about 
the Jews learning from the wisdom of others; here is an example 
of the wisdom of the Torah’s teaching being universally 
applicable. 
 
 
 
Drasha was delivered 30 January 2016 

Moses takes his leave of Jethro by Jan Victors, c. 1635, from the incident in Exodus 4:18. Jethro is 
seated on the left, in red.   Image courtesy of Wikipedia 
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It took me 40 years to become a Jew. When I was a child, I wasn’t 
a Jew and not only because I never went to a synagogue. My 
father’s family had abandoned their religion so he wasn’t Jewish. 
More to the point, my mother and my grandmother weren’t 
Jewish either, so according to orthodox Judaism’s principles of 
matrilineal descent, it was impossible for me to be a Jew.  
 
All I had was the “Cohen” name. I once asked my parents why 
they had not changed it. After saying, quite rightly, that you 
should never seek to appease racists, they confessed to thinking 
that antisemitism was over by the 1960s. After Hitler, humanity 
would surely see where the world’s most insane hatred led and 
resolve to put it to one side.  
 
Bertolt Brecht said: “Do not rejoice in his defeat, you men. For 
though the world has stood up and stopped the bastard, the bitch 
that bore him is in heat again.”  
 
My parents did not believe Brecht, at least not in the 1960s. Nor 
did I for a while. I was and remain an atheist who knows that 
communalist and identity politics crush individuality. I had no 
wish to join a tribe, let alone a religious one.  
 
Still there was no escaping the “Cohen”. When I first responded 
to the antisemitism that has spread so far from the extreme left 
into the mainstream that it now threatens to poison the Labour 
party, I am ashamed to say I considered two disgraceful replies.  
 
I might, I thought, not stop at opposing the Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank, and pledging support to leftwing Israelis and 
Palestinians who wanted a just and peaceful settlement for both 
peoples, but go on to behave like a grotesque from a Howard 
Jacobson satire. I would reassure fanatics that their “anti-
Zionism” (that is, their call for the total destruction of the 
world’s only Jewish state) was not remotely racist.  
 
Fortunately for my self-respect, I never sank that low. Whenever I 
hear Jews announce their hatred of Israel’s very existence, I 
suspect that underneath their loud bombast lies a quiet plea to 
the Islamists and neo-Nazis who might harm them: “I’m not like 
the others. Don’t pick on me.”  
 
Unfortunately, I assured anyone who asked (and some who did 
not) that, despite appearances to the contrary, I wasn’t Jewish. 
And that was as dishonourable. I sounded like a black man trying 

to pass as white or a German arguing with the Gestapo that there 
was a mistake in the paperwork.  
 
I stopped and accepted that racism changes your perception of 
the world and yourself. You become what your enemies say you 
are. And unless I wanted to shame myself, I had to become a Jew. 
A rather odd Jew, no doubt: a militant atheist who had to phone 
a friend to ask what on earth “mazel tov” meant. But a Jew 
nonetheless.  
 
As one of the finest liberal ambitions is to find the sympathy to 
imagine the lives of others, you should become a Jew too. 
Declare that you have converted to Judaism or rediscovered your 
Jewish “heritage” and see the reaction. It’s not just that, if you 
are middle class and fortunate, you might experience racism for 
the first time, which in itself would be a “learning experience” 
worth having. You might also learn the essential lesson that 
antisemitism is not about Jews. Like rape, it’s about power.  
 
Whether the antisemitic conspiracy theory is deployed by German 
Nazis or Arab dictators, French anti-Dreyfusards or Saudi clerics, 
the argument is always the same. Democracy, an independent 
judiciary, equal human rights, freedom of speech and publication 
– all these “supposed” freedoms – are nothing but swindles that 
hide the machinations of the secret Jewish rulers of the world.  
 
Describe the fantasy the Tsarist and Nazi empires developed that 
bluntly and it is impossible to understand how the Labour party is 
in danger of becoming as tainted as Ukip by the racists it attracts.  
 
But consider how many leftwing activists, institutions or 
academics would agree with a politer version.  
 
Western governments are the main source of the ills of the world. 
The “Israel lobby” controls western foreign policy. Israel itself is 
the “root cause” of all the terrors of the Middle East, from the 
Iraq war to Islamic State. Polite racism turns the Jews, once 
again, into demons with the supernatural power to manipulate 
and destroy nations. Or as the Swedish foreign minister, Margot 
Wallström, who sees herself as a feminist rather than a racial 
conspiracist, explained recently, Islamist attacks in Paris were the 
fault of Israeli occupiers in the West Bank.  
 
Or consider the otherwise bizarre indulgence of ultra-right 
religious extremists by people who otherwise describe themselves 
as liberals and leftists. The belief that Jews fuel radical Islam 

Opinion Piece 

Why I am Becoming a Jew 
and why you should too 

Nick Cohen 

N ick Cohen is an English journalist, political commentator 
and author. He studied Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics at Oxford University before becoming a 
journalist. He writes regularly for The Observer, The 
Spectator and Standpoint magazine. The article reprinted 
here has been widely published in Jewish online news 
services, such as Honest Reporting, because of its intensely 
personal views on Judaism. 

http://www.theguardian.com/politics/labour
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/160965/jewish/What-Does-Mazel-Tov-Mean.htm
http://www.theguardian.com/world/judaism
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/israel-responds-to-palestinian-remark-by-swedens-foreign-minister/
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allows them to overlook superstition and the tyrannical denial of 
equal rights. They’re against Israel and that’s all that matters.  
 
I could describe at vitriolic length how disgusted leftwing Jewish 
friends are that Labour members chose Jeremy Corbyn, despite 
his support for an Anglican cleric who linked to extremist sites 
that blamed Jews for 9/11, and his defence of an Islamist who 
recycled the libel that Jews dined on the blood of Christian 
children from the bottom of a medieval dung heap.  
 
But even if a chastened Labour expels this or that antisemite or 
disciplines the Jew-baiters at the Oxford University Labour club, I 
do not see how its leaders can challenge the conspiratorial world-
view they shared for decades. They would be renouncing 
everything they once believed in.  
 
As someone who warned in the 00s about the growing darkness on 
the left, I am pessimistic about the chances of change. If you 
keep shouting “fire” and the fire brigade never comes, you tend 
to assume the house will burn to the ground. But perhaps 
familiarity breeds contempt and I am not the best judge.  

 
If Labour MPs and members want the party to break with a past 
that has led to leftists allying with religious reactionaries who 
deny universal human rights and hate every value the centre-left 
professes to hold, they will have to learn to treat all racisms 
equally.  
 
They will need to make a brief acquaintance with European 
history and understand that the left has no guaranteed immunity 
from fascistic ideology. They will have to see antisemitism for 
what it is and understand why it always leads to despotism and 
despair. Like me, in short, and if only briefly, they will have to 
become Jews themselves. 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/19/why-
i-am-becoming-a-jew-and-you-should-too?CMP=share_btn_fb  

Photos of participants of the  

Cook Jewish Be Jewish 
Cooking Class 

Photos courtesy of Adele Rosalky 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/israel
http://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/154672/jew-hate-and-today%E2%80%99s-left
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/13/jeremy-corbyn-labour-leadership-foreign-policy-antisemitism
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/18/oxford-student-left-antisemitic-university-antisemitism-jewish-progressive-politics
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/19/why-i-am-becoming-a-jew-and-you-should-too?CMP=share_btn_fb
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/19/why-i-am-becoming-a-jew-and-you-should-too?CMP=share_btn_fb
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National Council of Jewish 
Women of Australia: 
Canberra Section  

Community Report Fleur Wimborne & Yvette Goode 

Film Night 
The Canberra Section held its annual Film and Supper night on 
Sunday, 30th November 2015.  The film “Harry and Tonto” was 
enjoyed by all and $269.00 was raised for Toora Women’s 
Refuge. 
 

Council Shabbat 
The Council Shabbat was held on Saturday, 5th March 2016.  This 
was a combined event with the Orthodox and Progressive 
congregations, as well as the children from the Tots’ Shabbat.  
 
 

Membership Meeting Sunday, 3 April, 2016. 
 

Kelila Slonim 
 
At our recent membership meeting we were fortunate to be 
addressed by Kelila Slonim, our new shaliach, and hear how she 
came to be working in Canberra with Jewish youth. Liat  , our 
other shaliach, could not speak to us on this occasion as she had 
teaching duties with the new Matan Batmitzvah class.  
 
Kelila imparted quite a story, in true, rapid pace Kelila style.  
She let us know how much she enjoyed her Jewish education, 
mainly because she had teachers who made it fun, but some of 
her other friends had negative experiences.  As a result some of 
these people did not want to engage in Jewish life as adults and 
had effectively become "out-Jewed" which is a very worrying 
modern trend in Australia and other countries.   
 
Kelila feels there is much to be done in Australia and she credits  
the year she spent in Jerusalem in a seminary for this attitude, 
where she was advised to "work in your own garden" when she 
indicated she might stay in Israel.  She has worked with varied 
ages and in different settings.  When she spent two weeks in New 
Zealand with a B'Nei Akiva summer camp she was exposed to a 
community that was so very unlike Melbourne.  She has had time 
on exchange in Canada but really likes small communities.   
 
Kelila had been previously invited to Canberra with other 
madrichim and had met Rabbi Alon, so she knew something 
about us here in the AC T.  In her teaching she knows that it is 
necessary to convey information and that it is best done when 
the atmosphere is light and friendly.  She is very influenced by 
younger people leaving their Judaism behind because they have 
lost engagement and interest.  She knows that many children in 
Canberra do not have deep feelings for their religion and when 
Cheder finishes they want to leave it all behind.  She would like 
children to learn about different Jewish traditions and she would 
also like to train other shlichim to work with children to keep 
their engagement alive. 
 

Members of the Steering Committee of NCJWA 

Karen Tatz, Kelila Slonim and Yael Cass 

Judith Wimborne, Sarit Cohen and Ruth Landau 
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Hagit Cherni 
 
Anat Sultan-Dadon, the Deputy Chief of Mission at the Israeli Embassy, 
kindly provided us with our second speaker and we found her to be an 
amazing woman. Hagit proudly works for IsraAid, an Israeli  company 
delivering aid to people who are disadvantaged, by poverty or more 
usually by natural disasters, such as cyclones and earthquakes. While 
Hagit had visited Australia before this was the first time she had been 
in Canberra.  She told us that she is always happy to meet Jewish 
communities all around the world.   
 
Hagit's parents are American and they made Aliyah when she was two.  
For her army service she was a gunner in a tank unit. Jewish values are 
always part of her identity. Social activism is very important in 
marginalised communities.  Hagit told us that her hero is Ben Gurion, 
who always said that Israel would be judged by its moral image and 
human values. IsraAid is a natural progression delivering international 
humanitarian aid and development and it reflects Jewish and Israeli 
values at its core. 
 
Hagit has seen firsthand the refugee crisis in Europe but she lightly said 
that was a subject for another talk.  We were shown a video clip of 
IsraAid in the field, where Jews, Christians and Arabs all work together 
which can be quite confronting for those receiving aid.  Items such as 
blankets, food, water, clothing etc  are given to  displaced persons, 
such as the Yazidis.  Children are especially vulnerable so team 
members provide art therapy for them, to help with the effects of 
trauma.  Hagit says she feels a responsibility to offer healing and hope 
and to show humanity to fellow human beings but one has to be 
realistic.   
 
IsraAid is a non profit aid organisation with specialists in agriculture, 
water, sanitation, trauma, rescue, relief, medicine and more depending 
on the situation.  The agenda is to provide immediate assistance and then work with the community leaders to prioritise 
needs, mainly after natural disasters in some 19 countries around the world. The emphasis is on strengthening the 
community for a better future.  Disasters provide an opportunity for affected communities to improve certain aspects such 
as agriculture and water quality.   
 
Hagit gave the example of Fiji, recently devastated by cyclone Winston, a category 5 storm, where 43 people were killed 
and entire villages were razed to the ground.  The people were in total shock and had no language to express how they felt 
as the word ""trauma" does not exist in their local language.  When the team arrived in Fiji they were allocated a village 
and started implementing a holistic programme.  IsraAid is proud to work with Fiji and Vanuatu as they are great friends in 
the UN.  Part of being Jewish is to help those in need but sadly there is never enough money to rebuild everything. When 
choices have to be made the team often chooses to work with teachers to boost their self esteem so that they can work 
with the children.   
 
While the team is on the ground they look for long term sustainable solutions and work with other organisations such as 
WHO and UNICEF to try to secure more aid for a longer term.  Israel has a foreign aid budget but it is limited and cannot 
fund longer term projects. When there is a disaster many well meaning groups can converge on an area creating even more 
chaos so the UN representatives try to look after groups according to their areas of expertise such as shelter or water.  It is 
essential that the local government is part of these temporary clusters. 
 
Hagit has experienced some anti-Semitism in the field and has many terrible and difficult stories but has also been 
surprised at times by the reactions of the people.  Where people are fleeing war it can be very emotional to have 
assistance delivered by "the enemy" and to see Jews, Christians and Arabs all working together can be very confusing.  On 
the island of Lesbos Israel is leading the strong medical team.  On one day alone there were over 7000 arrivals.  While 
assistance is needed in Turkey it is too dangerous as the people smugglers are vicious people with guns.  Hagit told us that 
her husband is also in the field so he understands the challenges she meets on a daily basis. 
 
At the conclusion of Hagit's talk Anita Shroot spoke about our Council projects in Israel which we can support by buying 
trees through the JNF but we need to tell them to direct funds into this project, currently a small community school 
garden for environmental sciences.  We also need to survey members to see how they feel about current projects such as 
ILAN in Tel Aviv, The Haifa Rape Crisis Centre project and the Ethiopian Women's cultural stories project at Haifa 
university.  We need to rationalise our priorities as local centres here  in Canberra need our help. The Toora Women's 
refuge is always grateful for our donations. 
 
We express our sincere gratitude to the Israeli Embassy for their strong support for the meeting today. 

Hagit Cherni 



PAGE 40  |   Issue 533 

asdfasd 

Britain’s former Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks advocates a 
more complex reading.  But do his ideas fit with the 
modern world? 

 
In an interview with the BBC’s Today programme on 29 June, 
British Prime Minister, David Cameron, expressed his frustration 
with the BBC’s treatment of the Islamic 
State: “I wish the BBC would stop calling it 
‘Islamic State’ because it is not an Islamic 
state.  What it is, is an appalling barbarous 
regime that is a perversion of the religion of 
Islam,” he argued, continuing that “‘So-
called’ or Isil is better.”  A few weeks later, 
in a major speech on 20 July, Cameron 
referred to “those moderate and reforming 
voices who speak for the vast majority of 
Muslims that want to reclaim their religion”, 
again implying that the Islamism was a kind 
of deviation from the true nature of Islam. 
 
Cameron’s words continued a long debate 
that has continued since the 9/11 attacks.  Is 
Islam a “religion of peace”?  Or is Islam 
irredeemably committed to violence?  And at 
the heart of this debate is the status of the 
Qur’an and other Islamic texts: do they really 
justify the brutality of Al Qaeda, ISIS and 
other regimes and factions?  Is their 
interpretation of Islamic law the authentic 
one?  Ironically, there is a commonality of 
interest between Islam’s fiercest opponents 
and its fiercest advocates in upholding a 
vision of the religion that is implacably opposed to everything 
outside itself. 
 
At stake in this debate is a set of much broader issues surrounding 
the practice of interpretation.  How should we read religious 
texts?  How should texts written centuries or millennia ago guide 
action in the modern world?  The claim that modern 

“fundamentalist” sects make is that their readings of religious 
texts reflect their “pure” meaning, unadulterated by sophistry 
and obfuscation.  Again, some atheist critics of religion validate 
such readings, particularly when they disparage liberal religion as 
simply a hand-wringing attempt to mitigate the indefensible plain 
meaning of the text. 

 
Ex-Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks’s new 
book Not in God’s Name rejects such 
simplistic readings of religious texts.  In fact, 
he goes further.  His project is to directly 
address the violence and hatred that have 
been done in the name of religion in the 
modern world.  Responding to the “difficulty” 
of biblical texts that can be read as justifying 
fundamentalist religious hate, he doesn’t just 
try to “interpret away” these problematic 
writings, but turns the issue on its head: for 
Sacks it is the fundamentalists who are 
reading the texts in non-authentic ways.  As 
he points out: 
 
For almost the whole of their histories, Jews, 
Christians and Muslims have wrestled with the 
meanings of their scriptures, developing in 
the process elaborate hermeneutic and 
jurisprudential systems ... Hard texts need 
interpreting; without it, they lead to 
violence.  God has given us both the mandate 
and the responsibility to do just that. 
 
Sacks argues that fundamentalist literalism is 
not just dangerous, it has traditionally been 

seen in Judaism as “heretical”.  Instead, the act of patient 
interpretation, particular in the case of “hard” texts, is a religious 
duty. 
 
That these complex practices are embedded in the fabric of 
Jewish, Muslim and Christian tradition will not be news to anyone 

Opinion Piece 

How Should We Read 

Religious Texts? 

Keith Kahn-Harris 

D r Keith Kahn-Harris is a British sociologist, who contributes regularly to discussions on the 
Jewish community in the UK – when he’s not writing about one of his specialties, heavy 

metal.  While Rabbi Jonathan Sacks’ new book, Not in God's Name: Confronting Religious 
Violence, has been greeted with wide acclaim, as have most of his writings, Dr Harris’ review is a 
mild corrective to the adulation Rabbi Sacks has received on this occasion.  In his otherwise 
positive review of the book, Dr Harris raises a number of issues, including religious texts and 
modernity, as well as the problematic way Rabbi Sacks deals with inclusivity and pluralism.   
 
In an earlier piece, Dr Harris noted that although Rabbi Sacks was a Limmud regular in the 1980s, 
‘he never attended this forum during his chief rabbinate: his participation effectively having 
been vetoed by a Beit Din horrified at its pluralism.’  
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who has studied them in a serious 
way.  But such is the religious ignorance 
today, together with the success of 
fundamentalist claims to religious 
authenticity, that they will certainly be 
news to some readers. 
Sacks demonstrates the value of one such 
tradition in his readings of sections of 
Genesis that form the core of the 
book.  The aim of his project is to 
confront what he calls “dualism”.  That 
is, the tendency to divide the world into 
pure categories of good and 
evil.  According to Sacks, dualism is, at 
its heart, an attempt to deal with a 
world that has become impossibly 
complicated. In contrast, Sacks sees 
religion as ideally embracing this 
complexity and the murky tension 
between good and evil that runs through 
all humans. 
 
One of the themes in Genesis that Sacks 
explores is sibling rivalry: Cain and Abel, 
Isaac and Ishmail, Jacob and Esau.  On 
the surface, the biblical approach is 
brutal, with one sibling chosen and the 
other cast out.  Yet, as Sacks shows, a 
closer reading of the text, drawing on 
Midrash and other sources, shows that 
the unchosen one is never rejected by 
God and that the narrative still demonstrates 
compassion.  Genesis in fact preaches sibling reconciliation rather 
than rivalry – as Jacob and Esau in the end reconcile.  As Sacks 
argues, “The unstated but implicit message of Genesis is this: not 
until families can live in peace can a nation be born.”  Dignity and 
compassion are central to this message, which is demonstrated 
when characters undergo trials where they are forced to see the 
world from the perspective of the other – as Joseph’s brothers do 
in Egypt. 
 
This is an attractive message, one where the religious text can 
emphasise our common humanity and the necessity of respecting 
the dignity of the other.  Sacks’s elegant prose is seductive in the 
way he demonstrates the possibilities of interpretation and its 
roots in Jewish tradition. 
 
But Sacks’s work has its limits.  He is, after all, an orthodox 
Jewish thinker.  While he argues that the biblical text grounds 
respect for difference, he also emphasises its 
“incommensurability of the human person and of different 
civilisations”.  Jacob/Esau, Isaac/Ishmail, Cain/Abel are 
irreconcilably different from each other and even if that doesn’t 
mean the other should be hated, it does mean that they cannot 
and should not be confused. 
 
The implications of this view are profound.  In an interview with 
the Jewish Chronicle in June 2015, Sacks argued: “I don’t think 
we ever really understand any other faith but our own.  I know I 
will never really understand Christianity, and Christians will never 
really understand Judaism.” 
 
Sacks’s vision appears to be of a world of distinct peoples, living 
in peace, but always sure of the boundaries between one 
another.  In today’s globalised world, those boundaries are 
porous.  Does he advocate their strengthening? 
 
Sacks’s work as Chief Rabbi from 1991 to 2013 seems to suggest 
that he does.  The Chief Rabbinate is an institution that does not 
represent Britain’s growing non-orthodox Jewish community, let 
alone secular Jews or even the ultra-orthodox.  While he preached 
“inclusivism”, he rejected “pluralism”.  He was not willing or able 
to participate in events with non-orthodox rabbis or on pluralist 

Jewish platforms and, in his early reign in particular, he set his 
face against the legitimacy of non-orthodox Judaism.  Further, he 
showed himself to be desperately concerned with his legitimacy in 
the eyes of the growing ultra-orthodox minority.  On one 
occasion, he re-edited his book The Dignity of Difference when 
ultra-orthodox rabbis objected to what they saw as the legitimacy 
it granted to non-Jewish religions. 
 
His record in office helps us to flesh out the vision he presents in 
Not in God’s Name: ideally it appears to be of homogeneous 
religions and civilisations, strictly policed and intolerant of 
difference internally, but respectful of it externally.  While this is 
still an improvement on the dualistic and fundamentalist hate, at 
its worst this vision may simply displace hatred inwards rather 
than outwards. 
Sacks’s critique of fundamentalism ultimately pulls its punches 
because he remains, like the fundamentalists, an essentialist.  His 
vision is a liberal one, but on the conservative end of the 
spectrum.  It’s revealing that, while he does refer to 
fundamentalism in all three monotheistic faiths, he is by far the 
most concerned about Islamism and about antisemitism.  He is 
unable or unwilling to truly grasp the inroads that fundamentalist 
Judaism has made in Israel and elsewhere.  He finds it difficult to 
understand power and global inequality in ways that will give bite 
to his analysis of why fundamentalism occurs. 
 
Yet his method remains valid, and contains positive lessons even 
for those who are not religious.  Even if the conclusions he comes 
to in his re-reading of Genesis are not as radical as he might 
claim, he does show how an appreciation for “counter-narratives” 
in religious texts can open them up in ways that liberate them 
from rigid dogma.  His message that the more complex reading is 
the most religiously authentic can be extrapolated way beyond 
the sphere of religion: an appreciation of complexity and the 
ambiguity of meaning is a vital tool in navigating a complex and 
ambiguous world. 
 
 
Not in God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence is published by 
Schocken Books 
 

20 October 2015 
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Opinion Piece 

How Israel will win the Public 
Diplomacy War 

Dov Lipman 

We know that if Israel laid down its arms it would be destroyed, 
while if Hamas would drop its arms, and the Palestinian Authority 
would stop the incitement, there would be peace in Israel. 
 
It is rare for a newspaper column to read as a “how to” manual. 
But in this case, I have no choice – frustration has reached an all-
time high. 
 
We know that if Israel laid down its arms it would be destroyed, 
while if Hamas would drop its arms, and the Palestinian Authority 
would stop the incitement, there would be peace in Israel. We 
know that Israel is the only true democracy in the Middle East, 
and the only country in the region that provides equal rights for 
all people regardless of gender, race, religion or sexual 
orientation. 
 
And yet, despite this, data presented to me at a recent meeting 
with one of the top polling companies in the United States shows 
that we are failing to convey this reality. 
 
In the poll conducted just two weeks ago, only 39 percent of US 
college students said that they believe that Israel is a civilized, 
Western country; only 31% of them believe Israel is a democratic 
country; and as a result of not telling our story properly, a mere 
28% of college students believe that the United States should side 
with Israel in the current conflict. 
 
This is an all-time low. 
 
But it gets worse: 21% believe that the US should side with the 
Palestinians! Furthermore, among a category of people labeled as 
“opinion elite” in the US, 38% believe that Israel is a racist 
country, 48% say that Israel is responsible for human rights 
abuses, and 45% believe Israel is practicing apartheid on 
Palestinian land. 
 
Only 67% of those “opinion elite” in the US believe that Israel 
wants peace with its neighbors. (In Canada that number drops to 
43% and in the United Kingdom it’s 36%); 46% believe that Israeli 
“occupation” results in more terrorism in the US; and 19% believe 
that boycotts against Israel are justified. 
 
And finally, given all of the above, it is not surprising to learn 
that 17% of Jewish college students refuse to advocate for Israel. 
 
We have to face facts: current hasbara tactics are not working, 
and we must be mature and sophisticated enough to accept a new 
approach. 
 
That same pollster checked to see what makes people supportive 
of a country. So far we have been bombarding the world touting 
Israel’s groundbreaking technology. We have tried to win support 
by promoting the Start-up Nation with its drip irrigation, solar 
energy and cellular phone technology, and Waze. 
 
But that isn’t working, and the data make clear why: only 7% are 
drawn to support a country because it is “modern,” a mere 6% are 
impressed if a country is “innovative,” and a country which is 
“creative” means something special to just 4%. 

Clearly, our message to the world in our effort to fight 
delegitimization should not focus on Israeli technology and 
innovation. 
 
All of the polling data – and, frankly, common sense – indicate 
that our message cannot be “We are right, they are wrong,” or, 
“We are good and they are bad,” no matter how strongly we 
believe this to be the case. 
 
So, what do people want to hear about another country? Here 
again the data is clear: 60% are willing to support a country that 
“protects human rights,” 42% will rally behind a country that 
stands for “freedom,” 32% want to see that a country is 
democratic, and 30% want to know that a country promotes 
equality. 
 
We must learn from this and speak the language which can 
penetrate the hearts and minds of those who are not on our side, 
and who are prone to fall for the boycott approach. 
 
What is that specific language? The same pollster found that 
certain phrases and sentences must be used over and over again 
in our effort to gain support, or, at at the very least, to even the 
playing field:  
1) We must stop talking about “anti-Semitism” and focus on 

“anti-Israel.” 
2) We must emphasize that we are “eager” for dialogue at all 

times. 
3) We must be clear that our struggle is with the Palestinian 

leadership and not with the Palestinian people. 
4) We must repeat that the issue is “human rights for 

everyone,” a “future without violence” in the region, and 
that we advocate “mutual respect.” 

 
Once we speak that language, according to the research, we can 
then focus on the following themes which resonate among those 
who are currently sympathetic to the Palestinian cause.  
 

Accountability and corruption. 
Where did all the money go? Billions of dollars from the 
international community have been sent to the Hamas leadership 
in Gaza, money that they used to fund terrorist attacks against 
innocent civilians and to construct terrorist tunnels into Israel, 
instead of to build schools and hospitals. 
 

Hatred is not natural. It is taught. 
Palestinian children are being educated that killing Jews fulfills 
religious teachings; Palestinian children are taught to see violence 
against Israelis as heroic. (I must emphasize that the polling data 
indicate that we should focus on these specific aspects of 
Palestinian incitement, and not on schools and public squares 
being named after terrorists, or that Jews are called “barbaric 
monkeys” and “evil” in the Palestinian media.)  
 
We must repeatedly quote the Hamas Charter, and specifically 
these lines:  
1) “The hour of judgment shall not come until the Muslims 

fight the Jews and kill them.”  
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2) “There is no solution to the Palestinian problem except by 
Jihad.”  

3) “Peace initiatives, so-called peaceful solutions and the 
international conferences to resolve the Palestinian 
problem are all contrary to the beliefs of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement.” 

 
Weaving this all together, our overall message should be clear: 
“For far too long, Palestinians have been trapped in a cycle of 
violence and despair. Their schools have been taught to teach 
violence. 
 
Their leaders have been quick to preach violence. We do not 
blame the people of Gaza for their feelings of grief, anger and 
desperation. We blame the Hamas leadership which sows the 
seeds of hate, and tells innocent civilians to live as human shields 
while hiding in tunnels paid for by the international community.” 
 
Two final effective and critical sentences:  
1) “Children should be taught to live and love, not to die.” 
2) “Our rockets protect our children. Their children protect 

their rockets.” 
 
Finally, aside from this precise messaging about the overall 
conflict, we must confront the issue of boycotts head-on, using 
the following two points which the polls demonstrate have the 
greatest impact:  
1) The BDS movement does not explicitly recognize Israel’s 

right to exist. 
2) The BDS movement encourages Iran’s terrorist surrogates 

such as Hamas and Hezbollah to continue to work toward 

the destruction of Israel. 
Once we make these points, the language that works best to 
combat suggestions of boycotts reads:  
1) “Peace is paved with diplomacy and discussion, not 

isolation.” 
2) “We seek cooperation, not continued conflict.” 
3) “Solutions come from engagement, not silence.” 
4) “We need real solutions for a lasting peace, not more of 

the divisive rhetoric. Let’s work together to create 
understanding, respect and peace.” 

5) “Boycotts divide people, and that’s part of the problem – 
not a solution.” 

6) “Boycott, divestment and sanctions diminish the prospect 
for peace because they blame only one side. We need a 
meaningful commitment on both sides.” 

 
We are at war. The other side is efficient and stays on message, 
and we need to do the same. It is my hope that all those involved 
in Israel advocacy and public diplomacy will adhere to the 
messages which the polling data begs us to follow. If we do, I 
have no doubt that we will win the public diplomacy war and 
generate widespread support for our beloved Israel. 
 
The author served in the 19th Knesset with the Yesh Atid party. 
He is currently the director of the Department of Zionist 
Operations for the World Zionist Organization. 
 
 
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/How-Israel-will-win-the-public-
diplomacy-war-446871  

Secretary of State John F. Kerry, left, with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, revived a brand of Middle East shuttle 
diplomacy that included a hundred closed meetings in a half-dozen world capitals. (Brendan Smialowski/AP). 

Photo courtesy of The Washington Post 

http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/How-Israel-will-win-the-public-diplomacy-war-446871
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/How-Israel-will-win-the-public-diplomacy-war-446871
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Technion President Peretz Lavie reads the groundbreaking scroll. Photo: Government of Guangdong Province 

Mr Li and Guangdong Governor Zhu Xiaodan shake hands after witnessing the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding by STU Provost 
Professor Gu Peihua and Technion President Professor Peretz Lavie. 
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Israel is known as the startup nation. After the US, Israel has 
more companies listed on the NASDAQ than any other country in 
the world. 
 
The country has produced more startup companies on a per 
capita basis than Japan, China, India, Korea, Canada and all of 
Europe, according to Dan Senor and Saul Singer’s book StartUp 
Nation: The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle. 
 
The country is fast becoming a pilgrim site for thousands of 
Chinese officials, journalists, scientists as well as investors. Señor 
and Singer’s book has been translated into Chinese and is popular 
among the country’s policymakers and investors. 
 
One of the most visited pilgrim sites for Chinese visitors is 
Technion — Israel Institute of Technology. The storied institute 
has been dubbed the MIT of Israel. Albert Einstein founded the 
first Technion society and was its first president. Alumni of 
Technion have founded 50 per cent of Israeli companies listed on 
the Nasdaq. 
 
Now the most famous Israeli institute is coming to China. Today, 
the Chinese Ministry of Education approved a proposal for Shantou 
University and Technion to jointly establish the Guangdong 
Technion Israel Institute of Technology. It’s the first overseas 
campus of Technion and graduates will be awarded Technion 
qualifications. 
 
The backer of this venture is none other than Li Kashing, the 
richest man in Asia and a native of Shantou. According to a recent 
cover story in Caixin, Li decided to establish Technion in China 
when he was having dinner with Professor Peretz Lavie, the 
president of Technion, back in 2011. 
 
Li reportedly told Lavie that he wanted to start a university in 
China that would become a beacon of education. Li wants to use 
Technion as a primer to push for educational reform in China and 
lead the development of innovation, science and technology. He 
has donated $US130 million as seed money for the new 
educational venture. 
 
The Chinese government will match Li’s donation. Li, who has 
made a small fortune from investing in Israelis startups including 
Waz, a revolutionary GPS technology, is a huge fan of the 
country’s innovative culture. He said the institute was a pillar of 
the Israeli nation building effort and made a significant 
contribution to the development of technology. 
 

Li believes the development of China’s education needs more 
than just money. It needs to reimagine what education is and 
rekindle the fire of innovation. The first president of Technion in 
China will be Li Jiange, one of China’s leading financial reformers 
and bankers. He was the deputy chair of the country’s sovereign 
wealth fund, Central Huijin. 
 
He is also a three time winner of China’s highest award in 
economics. 
 
The biggest question is whether it is possible to transplant the 
Israeli culture of innovation to China. The country still has 
considerable restrictions on academic freedom, where basic 
research tools such as Google are banned. 
 
Paul Feigin, Technion’s vicepresident in charge of strategic 
projects, reportedly expressed his concerns about the challenge 
of setting up the institution in China. One obstacle is freedom of 
communication in China. He said it was imperative for Technion 
in Guangdong to stay in touch with outside world; having access 
to Google, for instance, is very important. 
 
The Institute is lobbying the provincial government for a solution. 
“We hope there will be progress, otherwise it will become a big 
challenge for operating Technion in China,” Feigin told a Caixin 
reporter. In addition, Feigin and Lavie have also expressed their 
concerns about the role of the party committee at the university. 
 
In the Chinese academic hierarchy, the party secretary enjoys 
enormous powers, including the appointment of senior 
administrators. Beijing has been cracking down on what it 
believes to be subversive Western influences at universities, and 
there are a range of prohibited topics that scholars are not 
supposed to discuss. 
 
Lavie told Chinese reporters that for a research university to 
flourish, it must enjoy sufficient freedom. At the risk of stating 
the obvious, for the Israeli experiment to work in China, the 
government must allow for a greater degree of freedom. A good 
starting point should be allowing students and staff on the campus 
to access Google. 
 
It is instructive to quote the advice given to a Chinese journalist 
by the Nobel prize selection committee in physics about what it 
takes to win the coveted prize. “A relaxed environment, liberal 
and free academic environment and the audacity to accept 
challenges are the fertile soils that would produce Nobel prize 
winners,” it said. 

15 December 2015 

Opinion Piece 

An Israeli 
Experiment in China 

Peter Cai 
Business Spectator 

P eter Cai is a research fellow at Lowy Institute for International Policy.  He is also a journalist with 
Business Spectator and the Australian, focusing on China’s political economy. Prior to becoming a 

journalist, Peter was at the Australian Treasury where he worked at Foreign Investment Review Board 
secretariat, focusing largely on state-owned enterprises and sovereign wealth fund investment and trade 
policy issues. He has also worked as an editorial writer for the East Asia Forum at the Australian National 
University. Peter has a masters degree from Oxford University and holds undergraduate degrees in 
international studies and Asian history from Adelaide University. We acknowledge that this article first 
appeared in the Business Spectator. 
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We are all familiar with the tradition of the brit milah for boys, 
the covenant of circumcision, which can be traced back to the 
book of Genesis, where Abram first circumcised himself and 
became Abraham the Jew, then went on to circumcise the male 
members of his household.  The brit, which marks the entry of the 
baby boy into the covenant with Hashem, traditionally takes place 
when the baby is eight days old.  There is a blessing, the 
circumcision is performed and then the baby is named. 
 
In recent times we have seen the development of a simchat bat, 
where the new daughter is named.  This modern development has 
been inspired by both Jewish feminism and Jewish spiritual 
renewal and can take place on any day. The ceremony may 
contain a candle lighting or wrapping the baby in a tallit as part 
of the ritual. Prior to this there was a long standing custom in 
some communities of giving the new baby girl her Hebrew name 
in shul during the Torah reading.   
 
The tradition of the brit milah for boys inspired the creation of a 
special ceremony for girls. Over time both ceremonies for baby 
boys and baby girls have changed in some communities.  
Sometimes the mother may be given a more involved role in a brit 
milah, just as the father may be very involved in his daughter's 
simchat bat.  This will depend on the community and their 
traditions. However, in most cases the name chosen by the 
parents usually has significance for the family. Traditionally a 
baby is not given the same name as a family member who is still 
alive, but is often named after a deceased close relative. 
 
Families have celebrated the addition of  their new members in 
many ways throughout Jewish history, with a variety of rituals 
and celebrations both at home and in the synagogue.  For a baby 
boy the brit has to be planned very quickly but for a baby girl 
there is no rush.  When family and community members are 
invited to a brit they usually enjoy a festive meal, a seudah, 
afterwards and the same may occur for a simchat bat.  Very often 
families give tzedakah, a charitable donation, or may choose to 
honour the ancient custom of planting a tree to honour the 
newborn. 
 
In our modern world, traditional Jewish customs have been 
undergoing change in some more liberal or progressive 
congregations.  Ceremonies for newborn babies may reflect these 
changes, depending on the community, with some families 
creating their own unique ceremony for their newborn.  At these 
joyous celebrations of a brand new Jewish life, we as community 
members join  with the parents in a welcoming the new baby into 
our community. Interestingly, the development of the simchat bat 
ceremony has challenged some communities to develop more 
personalised and meaningful ceremonies for their baby boys. 
 
In researching Jewish ceremonies for the newborn, it became 
clear that there were widespread customs throughout Jewish 
history of welcoming daughters but these were usually not 

religious. Customs varied between Ashkenazim and Sephardim. In 
some communities in Europe when a woman had sufficiently 
recovered from giving birth, she would go to shul with her 
husband on shabbat, which reflected the ancient custom of 
offering a sacrifice in the Temple after having a baby. 
 
I really like the idea of both Jewish parents taking responsibility 
for their newborn baby boys and girls and discussing with the 
immediate family the form this welcoming will take. Where the 
community has a Rabbi, the religious components of a ceremony 
need to be discussed as well as any other associated logistics.  
This may affect the timing of a simchat bat in a very traditional 
community. However parents choose to introduce  their newborns 
into their community, the more personal the ceremony and rituals 
the more meaningful it will be for all, a powerful message of 
holiness and happiness. 
 
Last December our community welcomed Stella Rose Hand at her 
Simchat Bat.  It was a beautiful ceremony with a special 
Misheberach for Stella and a deeply meaningful and inspirational 
message to the community by her parents, Ben and Lori. They 
expounded on the seven characteristics they wished to instill into 
their daughter: strength, understanding, a perceptive heart, a 
strong work ethic, judging others favorably, being ethical and 
being blessed with inner beauty. Afterwards, we all celebrated at 
a festive meal in the traditional manner.  
 
May we see many more such beautiful ceremonies in our 
community! 

Community Report 

Our Jewish Babies 

Yvette Goode 

Strength 
No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your 

life. I'll be with you just like I was with Moses - I'll neither fail 
nor abandon you. Joshua 1:5 

 
Understanding 

Listen as Wisdom calls out! Hear as Understanding raises her 
voice!. Proverbs 8:1 

 
A Perceptive Heart 

Let your heart lead you to enjoyment in the days of your 
youth.  Ecclesiastes 11:9 

 
Strong Work Ethic 

Consider the ant, you lazy one, see her ways and be wise. 
Proverbs 6:6 

 
Judging Others Favourably 

We should always judge other people favourable. We must also 
judge ourselves favourably. Talmud Rabbi Nachman of 

Breslav 
 

Ethical 
Blessed are those who act justly, who always do what is right. 

Psalm 106:3 
 

Inner Beauty 
Who finds a diligent woman? For she is precious beyond jewels. 

Proverbs 31:10 

W hen a baby is born or adopted into a 
Jewish family and we all say "mazel 

tov", that little boy or girl becomes the 
subject for celebration and ritual ceremony. 
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The Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI)1 is a unique organisation 
that acts as a strategic policy think tank for all Jews around the 
world and for dialogue between Jews in Israel and diaspora. Think 
tanks are uniquely positioned to contribute to discussion on a 
range of important issues that affect modern society. Recently Dr 
Einat Wilf, a Senior Fellow at the JPPI, 2 visited Canberra and 
spoke at the ANU.  
 
“The Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI) is an independent 
professional policy planning think tank incorporated as a private 
non-profit company in Israel. The mission of the Institute is to 
ensure the thriving of the Jewish People and the Jewish 
civilization by engaging in professional strategic thinking and 
planning on issues of primary concern to world Jewry. Located in 
Jerusalem, the concept of JPPI regarding the Jewish People is 
global, and includes aspects of major Jewish communities with 
Israel as one of them, at the core. 
 
JPPI’s activities are action-oriented, placing special emphasis on 
identifying critical options and analyzing their potential impact on 
the future. To this end, the Institute works towards developing 
professional strategic and long-term policy perspectives exploring 
key factors that may endanger or enhance the future of the 
Jewish People. JPPI provides professionals, decision makers and 
global leaders with: 
 
- Surveys and analyses of key situations and dynamics 
- “Alerts” to emerging opportunities and threats 
- Assessment of important current events and anticipated 
developments 
- Strategic action options and innovative alternatives 
- Policy option analysis 
- Agenda setting, policy recommendations and work plan design 
 
JPPI is unique in dealing with the future of the Jewish People as a 

whole within a 
methodological 
framework of 
study and policy 
development. Its 
independence is 
assured by its 
company articles, 
with a board of directors chaired by Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat, 
and composed of persons with significant policy experience. The 
board of directors also serves as the Institute's professional 
guiding council.” 3 
 
The JPPI deals with a range of fundamental subjects that affect 
the present and future of the Jewish people and is now engaged 
in the third of three annual structured dialogues.  
 
2014 – Jewish and Democratic: Perspective from World Jewry 
2015 – Jewish values and Israel’s use of force in armed conflict 
2016 – Exploring the Jewish spectrum in a time of fluid identity 
(Jewish identity) 
 
The background paper to the third structured consultation is 
available from the author. The JPPI is unique in that the reports 
from these structured dialogues are presented to the Israeli 
cabinet. The Zionist Federation of Australia has been entrusted 
with carrying out this year’s consultation in Australia. Israel is 
unique in the world in that it seeks to work cooperatively with 
the diaspora in this way.  
 
 
1 

http://jppi.org.il/#  
2
 http://jppi.org.il/researcher/?u=69  

3 
http://jppi.org.il/links_for_header/alias-7/About_JPPI/  

The Jewish People 
Policy Institute 

Special Report Robert Cussel 

Dr Einat Wilf, Senior Fellow at the JPPI 
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Introduction:  The Perpetual Ph.D. Candidate 
I realise in preparing my talk for this evening that it is five years 
since I spoke to you about the research I was undertaking on the 
Budapest Glass House.  You’ll be pleased to know that I have 
made some progress, although clearly not as much as I would have 
liked.  Just last week someone sent me a little article about a 91-
year-old Frenchwoman who had just completed 
her Ph.D.  She had apparently begun 30 years 
before, so in her early 60s, as I did.  My 
immediate thought was, “Oh, dear.  Don’t let 
that be me”.  But the 91-year-old new Ph.D. 
recipient said it took her so long because she 
“took breaks”, and I can relate to that.   I’ve 
found that as I age I have less ability or even 
desire to focus on one thing for very long; there 
are too many other joys in life.  In addition, my 
thesis topic has a huge emotional impact on me.  
I find myself by turns angry, sad and horrified 
but also occasionally moved to tears by acts of 
heroism and self-sacrifice.  A thesis that focuses 
on the Holocaust in Budapest would naturally 
awaken a range of emotions in most people; 
what I didn’t expect was that I would also 
become angry, sad, horrified and occasionally thrilled by events 
in today’s Hungary, but I think by the end of this talk you will 
understand that history is not immutable and that it is being re-
written every day and often in ways that should make us very 
concerned.   
 
Fortunately, in Hungary today there are 
organised groups of people who are fighting back 
against their government’s attempts to absolve 
themselves of guilt for the Holocaust.  One such 
group sent me an invitation to a “FlashMob” 
which took place a week ago in Budapest’s 
“Freedom Square” right beside a highly offensive 
monument that we’ll look at in a bit more depth 
later in this talk.  In this photo you see part of 
the monument, which is a supposedly innocent 
Angel Gabriel which represents Hungary which is 
beset by an eagle meant to represent Germany.  
The FlashMob organisers apparently were having 
none of Hungary’s attempts to exculpate itself, 
and they have substituted a menacing phantom 
for the Hungary figure in the monument; this 
phantom looms over its innocent victims.  The 
graphic is a bit heavy-handed, but soon you will see the reasons 
that many people within Hungary, and especially those in the 
Jewish community, are angry with their government’s attempts to 
whitewash their country’s guilt.  The Hungarian phrase on the 
graphic says, “Denounce the Phantom of Liberty Square two years 
later”.  It is about two years since construction began on this 
hideous statue; ironically during 2014 when a 70th year 
commemoration of the Holocaust in Hungary was supposedly 
underway.  The statue wasn’t winched into place until July of 
that year, however. 
 

Recap of 2011 Talk 
I’d like to quickly recap my talk from five years ago to reacquaint 
you with the subject of my thesis, which is a place that still exists 
and which is called the Budapest Glass House. The building is 

important in a talk about Hungarian 
revisionist history because the benign 
neglect that it has been allowed to 
suffer is a way of re-writing history by allowing the monuments 
that would bear witness to history to crumble into ruins or to be 
used for other purposes, such as a day care centre, as I was 

amazed to see on my most recent visit in 2014.  
You’ll see more photos of the Glass House and its 
appalling condition, which has gotten more 
appalling each time I’ve seen it, a little later.  
 
Here is perhaps the best-known war-time 
photograph of the exterior of the Glass House, 
taken in the autumn of 1944.  Here you can see 
some of the throngs of people who queued up for 
days to either receive one of the protective 
passes being produced within the House or 
indeed to be given shelter there.  By the end of 
1944, the Glass House had nearly 3,000 Jewish 
residents within its three storied building and in 
the basements. 
 
For those of you who know Budapest, here is a 
map that shows its location.  It is quite near the 

Hungarian Parliament House, the Danube, and “Freedom Square” 
where the FlashMob met to protest the statue last week. 
 
Why were thousands of people queuing up outside the Glass House 

and residing within its walls in the autumn and 
winter of 1944-45?  Well, in order to answer that 
question, I’ll need to set the historical stage for 
you.  Fortunately, by describing what was 
happening inside the Glass House, I can also 
describe the broader situation in war-time 
Budapest, because the Glass House was not only 
centrally located geographically in Budapest, it 
was also an important historical flashpoint. 
 

A Brief History Leading Up to the 
Holocaust in Hungary 
Hungary’s Jews have been termed “the Nazis’ 
last victims”, and in a book by this title, 
distinguished professor Randolph L. Braham, 
himself the survivor of a Hungarian labour camp, 
terms the near-destruction of Hungarian Jewry 

“one of the most perplexing chapters in the history of the 
Holocaust”.  Braham considers the events that unfolded in the 
latter half of 1944 perplexing in part because even the Nazi 
perpetrators were aware that the war was coming to an end and 
that they were on the losing side.  He also considers it perplexing 
because, by April 1944, the Allies were aware of the large-scale 
slaughter taking place within Auschwitz, and yet this knowledge 
did not prevent the deportation of approximately 437,000 Jews 
from Hungary to the death camps, mostly in May, June and July 
1944.  If you’ve seen the multi-award-winning film “Son of Saul”, 
it’s obvious that the film takes place around that time, and we’ll 
come back to “Son of Saul” a bit later, as it has represented an 
embarrassment for the current Hungarian government. 
 
Perhaps the greatest paradox to someone like Braham, who was 
born in Hungarian-occupied Romania, is that Hungary had been a 

Talk for Jewish Historical Society ACT 

Special Feature Naomi Robertson 
30 March 2016 

Crowds queuing outside the 
Glass House in Autumn 1944. 

Map of Budapest, with Glass 
House Location indicated at  

29 Vadasza Street. 
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tolerant nation in which Jews had played a critical role as 
professionals, industrialists and financiers, as well as officers in 
the Hungarian Army in World War I.  Braham terms the years 
between 1867 and 1918 a “Golden Era of Hungarian Jewry” 
although he notes that Jewish assimilation was never really 
complete, with aristocratic Hungarians unable to accept Jews 
socially, while Hungarian peasants and industrial workers viewed 
Jews as “instruments of a repressive regime”.  
 
 A rise in anti-Semitism began shortly after the First World War 
with the adoption of the Numerus Clausus Act in 1920, restricting 
the enrolment of Jews in universities to the six percent that Jews 
supposedly represented in the Hungarian population.  Over the 
next two decades, increasingly discriminatory legislation, coupled 
with the rise of Hitler and the outbreak of the Second World War, 
culminated in Hungarians actively participating in the annihilation 
of two-thirds of the Hungarian Jewish population.  By the summer 
of 1944, all of the Hungarian provinces were Judenrein (“free of 
Jews”, according to Nazi terminology), and the Jews of Budapest 
were next in the sights of Adolph Eichmann.  It is safe to say that 
most of those who survived did so because of the efforts of 
foreign diplomats such as Carl Lutz and Raoul Wallenberg, coupled 
with bravery of a cohort of Zionist youth.   

 
One family of Jewish 
industrialists who had 
prospered during the 
Golden Age of Hungarian 
Jewry and who had 
managed to continue 
operating a prosperous 
glass business was the 
Weisz family.  This photo 
is from a protective Swiss 
passport called a 
Schutzpasse that was 
issued as a family passport 
in 1944.  Father Gyula 

Weiss was the founder of a business that provided mostly 
industrial glass for construction purposes.  He obtained the 
property on Vadasz Street in 1906 and built a large warehouse and 
office space for his staff in the 1930s, as we’ll see shortly.  We’ll 
also learn something about the tragic but heroic end of Arthur 
Weisz who is shown at the top of this photo with his wife and son. 
 

The Glass House and its Role in 1944-45 
A few days ago, March the 19th, marked the 72nd anniversary of 
the German invasion of Budapest.  Adolph Eichmann entered the 
city on this date with a very small unit of about 200 
Sondercommando.  This is an important fact, because the 
Hungarian government would have you believe that the streets of 
Budapest were crawling with Germans and that the government 
and the citizens of Hungary were completely submissive to 
Eichmann’s will.  In fact, Regent Admiral Miklos Horthy 
collaborated with the Germans and only halted the deportations 
in July, after more than 400,000 Hungarian Jews had been 
deported to Auschwitz, most to their deaths.  When Horthy was 
deposed in October of 1944, and the Arrow Cross took control, the 
full fury of the Hungarian under-class, whether they were in the 
military or the police or were simply para-military Arrow Cross 
thugs, was unleashed against what remained of the Jewish 
population in Budapest.  The fact is that Hungarians participated 
quite enthusiastically in the annihilation of their Jewish 
population, and this is something that the current government is 
trying to deny, as it rehabilitates Admiral Horthy with monuments 
of him, or as it constructs museums that further obfuscate what 
really happened in 1944-45, facts which remain in the memories 
of some still-living survivors of the Holocaust. 
 
On March 24, 1944, just five days after Eichmann’s march into 
Budapest, US President Franklin D Roosevelt broadcast a message 
to Hungary, telling its citizens not to become involved in Nazi war 
crimes.  Nonetheless, the US and its allies failed to act when, in 

April 1944, two prisoners, Vrba and Wetzler, escaped from 
Auschwitz, bringing with them detailed maps of the facilities, first
-person accounts of atrocities committed there, and evidence 
that gas chambers and crematoria were being prepared for the 
large-scale extermination of Hungary’s Jews. They make their way 
to Budapest, revealing these horrors to Moshe Krausz, director of 
the Palestine Office of Budapest, later housed in the Glass House.  
The “Auschwitz Protocols” were 
translated and transmitted to Berne, 
London and Washington by the end of 
April.  The failure by the US and its allies 
to bomb the railway lines leading to 
Auschwitz has been written about 
extensively and is widely held to be an 
infamous betrayal that led to the deaths 
of hundreds of thousands of innocent 
people. 
 
Fortunately, there were some foreign 
diplomats, prominent Jews like Moshe 
Krausz within the Palestine Office, and a 
small cadre of Zionist youth working 
behind the scenes to save the Jews of 
Budapest. By June of 1944, foreign 
diplomats were entering into negotiations 
with Eichmann himself to provide 
protective passes for Budapest Jews.  
Swiss Vice Consul Carl Lutz, although less 
well-known than Raoul Wallenberg, is 
credited with saving more than 60,000 
Jewish lives.   
 
In June 1944 Eichmann agreed for Carl 
Lutz to provide 7,800 Swiss protective 
letters for Budapest Jews to migrate to 
Palestine.  Lutz deliberately 
misinterpreted this to protect 7,800 
families, and eventually to produce tens 
of thousands of Schutzbriefe, always 
numbered from 1 to 7800.  Florian Manoliu and George Mantello 
also provided Moshe Krausz with 1,000 citizenship papers from El 
Salvador to distribute to Budapest Jews.  And also in the month of 
June Carl Lutz obtained the Glass House from Jewish industrialist 
Artur Weiss and declared it a Swiss protected house.  Moshe 
Krausz established the Palestine Office of Budapest within the 
Glass House, and within days a contingent of Zionist youth moved 
in to start the production of real and false Swiss protective 
letters.  The Zionist youth are estimated to have created and 
distributed more than 120,000 Swiss protective letters and several 
thousand from other countries. 
 
There are no known photos of the interior of the Glass House 
during the time that it served as a relatively safe haven in the 
midst of the madness of Budapest in the winter of 1944-45.  There 
is only this artist’s drawing which I photographed at the current 
museum within the Glass House.  Of interest in the drawing above 
are the bunks on which Glass House residents sat during the day 
and slept (“like sardines”, as many said) at night.  Also of interest 
is the young woman with braided hair, working diligently at 
producing protective 
passes, with light 
provided by a bare light 
bulb above.  A young 
man with backpack and 
suitcase strolls by her, 
perhaps heading back 
from the ghetto where, 
at great risk, he would 
have spent his day 
distributing protective 
documents, medication 
or food. 
 
As a point of interest, 

The Weisz Family, Industrialists who 
owned the Budapest Glass House. 

Swiss Schutzpass 

Swiss Vice-Consul Carl 
Lutz. 

Artist's sketch of life within the Glass 
House. 
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the artist’s drawing that we just looked at was probably made in 
this underground storage room, which this photograph shows from 
a few years ago.  People were sleeping everywhere:  on bunks like 
you saw in the previous slide, or on the stairs, or between the 
panes of stored glass, as my mother-in-law Inki described to me 
that she did, because, as she said, “we were all so thin”.   
 

People Within the Glass House 
Testimonies from people residing in the Glass House and in other 
protected houses in Budapest are among our most important 
resources for learning what happened in the last year of World 
War II.  I’ve had the privilege to speak to several Glass House 
survivors, have read books authored by several others, and have 
watched videotapes provided by Steven Spielberg’s Shoah 
Foundation for a further several dozen people.  The Spielberg 
Foundation, in cooperation with the University of Southern 
California, began recording interviews in 1994 and now has the 
testimonies of about 55,000 Holocaust survivors in its Shoah Visual 

History Archive.  One of 
the reasons for the Shoah 
Foundation interviewing 
and recording survivors in 
several languages across 
dozens of countries was to 
counter exactly what is 
happening in Hungary 
today:  namely the re-
writing of a period of 
history that justifiably 
brings shame to the 
citizens of the country 
that perpetrated 
genocide.   

 
In interviewing survivors or watching their videotaped interviews, 
one cannot help but be struck by the similarity of accounts from 
survivors who may have varied in age, or in social status, or in 
whether they were from Budapest, from Romania, Slovakia, 
Poland or from small Hungarian villages.  Those few months in 
1944-45 are indelibly etched in their minds, and the accounts are 
vivid and corroborate each other.   
 
The Glass House became a base for a few dozen Zionist resistance 
fighters, and these young men and women risked their lives every 
day in the late autumn and winter of 1944-45.  
Here is a photo of three such young men. Rafi 
Benshalom published a book containing 
profiles of his fellow Resistance fighters.  
David Gur, who is shown here wearing an 
Arrow Cross uniform, is still alive and is living 
in Ramat Gan.  I spoke to him a couple years 
ago, and he also sends a newsletter 
occasionally.  Like Tibor Pinchas Rosenbaum 
on the right, David Gur would occasionally don 
the uniforms of the Arrow Cross or the SS to 
go out and liberate Resistance fighters who 
had been taken captive or to save Jews who 
were being taken to the Danube to be shot.  A 
couple years ago a movie called “Walking with 
the Enemy” came out in the US, and I’ve been 
waiting for it to be put onto DVD.  It has made a tour of US 
theatres but has not come to Australia.  It portrays the life of 
Tibor Pinchas Rosenbaum.  If I manage to get a copy of the DVD, 
I’ll certainly share it with anyone who is interested. 
 
Here are a few more slides of living witnesses to the Holocaust in 
Budapest.  Australia’s very prominent citizen Frank Lowy did not 
reside in the Glass House but did queue up there for protective 
passes for his mother and himself when he was 14, and the two of 
them hid in a nearby apartment.  Chaya Kleinman, who is the very 
small woman in the lower right of the photo taken with her Bnei 
Akiva friends in 1945, risked her life every day to courier 
protective documents and medication from the Glass House into 

the Jewish ghetto.  I met her in December 2011 in Jerusalem.  
David Gur, who was one of the heroes of the Glass House, and 
who is still alive in Ramat Gan.  Moshe Shkedi, who wrote a book 
on his experiences and signed if for me in January 2012 when he 
was in a nursing home in Kfar Saba.  Sadly, I read that he passed 
away last year.  And finally, my mother-in-law, Irena Braun, who 
is shown in the 1943 photo with her sister, 
cousin and mother, just before Irena went to 
Budapest to study art.  Irena was the only 
one of her family to survive.  And she is still 
an artist with exhibitions at the age of 88.  
These are remarkably resilient people, all 
highly successful, and each has provided 
testimony of events in Budapest in 1944-45.  
The events that are etched in their 
memories have been transferred to our own 
memories through their words and their art.  
This is why it makes it all the more amazing 
that some within Hungary are trying to re-
write and distort this important history 
while those who can testify to it are still 
alive. 

 
Shifting the blame for the 
Holocaust 
So what exactly is happening in Hungary?  It 
would be difficult for anyone there to 
engage in outright Holocaust denial in the 

way that people such as 
infamous Holocaust 
negationist David Irving 
has done (and he’s still at it, by the way, just 
a few months ago charging tourists 2000 
pounds apiece for tours of the concentration 
camps Treblinka and Sobibor in spite of 
having spent a year in an Austrian prison and 
in spite of having lost his landmark libel case 
against Deborah Lipstadt).  In Hungary the 
testimony to the Holocaust, in the form of 
survivors and in the form of decaying 
buildings and even in the gruesome form of 
recently recovered human remains in the 
Danube …. All of 
these things are 

too strong for anyone reasonable to 
deny that it happened.  Instead, they 
are engaging in blame-shifting tactics.  
Nothing says this more strongly than a 
hideous statue that was erected in 
Budapest in July 2014.  It is ironic and 
deeply offensive that this statue should 
be put up in a very central location, 
namely Szabasag or Freedom Square, 
during 2014, which was the year in 
which the Hungarian government was 
supposed to be commemorating 70 
years since the Holocaust.  It was, in 
fact, so offensive that Budapest’s  

Underground storage room 

David Gur in Arrow Cross uniform Rafi Benshalom Tibor Rosenbaum 

Glass House residents and heroes of the Hungarian Resistance 

Some 3,000 
people found 
shelter in the 
Glass House 

between July 
1944 and January 
1945, while tens 

of thousands 
more, like Frank 
Lowy, obtained 

protective passes 
there. 

Chaya, a courier of documents from 
the Glass House, photographed in 

1945 with Bnei Akiva friends. 

Chaya, in Jerusalem, 
December 2011 with 
fellow Glass House 

survivor, Irena. 
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Jewish community boycotted most of the government’s 
commemorations, deciding instead to organise their own events.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Before I show you photos of the monument after its completion, 
I’ll let you take in this artist’s rendering of it, which was 
circulating in English-language Hungarian newspapers nearly a 
year before the statue was completed.  The year 2014, in which 
the 70th year since the Holocaust was to be commemorated, 
dawned with renewed speculation about the large and 
controversial monument.  Hungarian Spectrum (which is an 
excellent daily news article penned by professor emeritis Eva 
Balogh) devoted a lengthy post to the rumoured monument 
(dubbed, probably for want of a better term, the “German 
occupation monument”) on 23 January 2014.  Eva Balogh begins 
her article by stating, “this monument, if erected, will be the 
embodiment of Hungary's claim to total innocence in the 

Holocaust. This attempt at rewriting history has unfortunate 
ramifications for the way Hungarian society will look at the past 
and their own place in it. This monument, if Viktor Orbán's plans 
become reality, will put a stamp of approval on the government-
led falsification of history.” 
 
Because monuments can be seen as “embodying” political claims 
or premises about history, they may become focal points for the 
outrage felt by those who disagree with these claims or premises.  
The attempt to exculpate Hungary from its role in the persecution 
of hundreds of thousands of its citizens began at least three years 
prior to January 2014 at the time that the new Hungarian 
Constitution was being formulated This Constitution (dubbed the 
“Easter Constitution” because of its adoption on 25 April 2011) 
states in its preamble: 
 
“We date the restoration of our 
country’s self-determination, lost on 
the nineteenth day of March 1944, 
from the second day of May 1990, 
when the first freely elected organ 
of popular representation was 
formed. We shall consider this date 
to be the beginning of our country’s 
new democracy and constitutional 
order.” 
 

Holocaust historian Randolph Braham 

concludes that the Orbán 

government is pursuing two major 

objectives: first, “to establish a 

historical continuity between the 

Hungarian state of the Horthy era 

and the Hungarian state of the post-

communist period”, and second, “to 

convince the world that Hungary had 

lost its sovereignty in the wake of the beginning of the German 

occupation and, as a victim itself, [was] not responsible for the 

subsequent destruction of the Jews”.   

 

The first perceived objective explains the ongoing rehabilitation 

of Miklós Horthy, who abdicated his position as Regent in October 

1944, languished in German prisons for more than a year until he 

was permitted to live in exile in Portugal, and whose remains 

were not even welcome in Hungary until 1993, several years after 

the fall of Communism, when he was reinterred in his hometown 

of Kenderes.  In what seemed like a sudden and unplanned event, 

one weekend in November 2013, a statue of Horthy appeared 

outside a Calvinist Church on Szabadság Square.  János Lázár, 

Head of the Prime Minister’s Office, declined to comment on the 

statue, saying that “the interwar period was to be assessed by 

historians rather than by politicians”. The statue, soon protected 

against eggs and other projectiles by a strong plexiglass cover, 

was apparently the brainchild of “radical nationalist Jobbik 

lawmaker” Eniko Hegedus who unveiled the statue to the 

applause of some 400 people, some in the banned uniforms of the 

former Hungarian Guard.   

 

The statue was protested by representatives of Jewish groups, 

including Ronald Lauder of the World Jewish Congress and by the 

Hungarian peak Jewish organisation, Mazsihisz and also by Pal 

Steiner, a Socialist member of the Hungarian Parliament.  

However, by the end of 2013 the controversy over the Horthy 

statue had died down (as things tend to do in the winter in 

Budapest, when it is too cold for most people to be out 

protesting). 

 

Perhaps emboldened by the fact that Horthy’s rehabilitation had 

been advanced by the installation of a statue in the very centre of 

Budapest without causing more than a temporary kerfuffle, the 

Artist's rendering (2013) 
of the infamous 'German 
Occupation' statue to be 
put in Szabadsag Square. 

David Gur in Arrow Cross 
uniform in Autumn 1944 

David in Ramat Gan Israel in 
2012 

Moshe Shkedi, a member 
of underground youth 
movement Hashomer 

Haatzair in 1933. 

Moshe in Kfar Saba in 2012. 

Irena Braun, shown at right in 1943.  
Irena with her daughter, Vera at 

an exhibition of Irena's paintings in 
Safed, Israel, May 2013. 
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Viktor Orbán government was, by the beginning of 2014, ready to 

pursue what Braham terms its second objective.  This is to 

convince the world that Hungary, due to its loss of sovereignty 

during the German occupation in 1944-45, was not responsible for 

the deportation and murder of nearly half a million of its Jewish 

citizens.  What better way to do this than to install, in a very 

prominent place, a statue of a German eagle swooping down on a 

helpless Hungary, as represented by a quite perplexed-looking 

Angel Gabriel?   

 

By the time I visited Budapest in late May 2014, the base of the 

monument was in place behind canvas drapes, and a collection of 

Holocaust-related items was displayed in front of it. Tourists 

surveyed the items while nearby Hungarian police kept watch 

from under shady trees or from a police van parked conspicuously 

on a side street.  The items displayed included photos of deceased 

relatives, books, eyeglasses, candles, plants, and the stones that 

one would traditionally put on a grave when one visits it.   

 
On returning the next day I noticed with dismay that right behind 
the monument on the other side were fountains in which young 
children were playing, all in plain view of the poignant artefacts 
left by the Holocaust survivors and their families.  The attempt to 
“normalize” the monument by turning the area into a playground 
struck me as particularly offensive, even as I noted people 
continuing to file by the display of items with tears in their eyes.  
The police continued to keep watch. 
 
Throughout the summer the press speculated about when the 
monument would be lifted onto the columns and secured in place.  
Then, in the wee hours of the morning of Sunday 20th July 2014, 
the seven-meter high statue of the German eagle and the Angel 
Gabriel was winched into place, surrounded by a cadre of 
policemen, who remained into the next day as news of the statue 
spread and people started to arrive with eggs to pelt it with. The 
advent of the statue was reported in Hungarian Spectrum with 
Eva Balogh’s usual acerbic wit but also with what appeared to be 
an attitude of bitter resignation on her part.  The completion of 
the monument (which was never dedicated or unveiled because, 
as Eva Balogh points out, it “arrived unveiled”) happened during a 
particularly busy and stressful time in world events, right after 
the downing of Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 over Ukraine and while 
operations between Israel and terrorists in Gaza were in full 
swing.  Viktor Orbán has impeccable timing. 

 
The Budapest Beacon also reported the next day and included the 
photo you see here.  The banner reads “Forgery of History”. This 
article reports that a couple hundred protestors had shown up by 

noon to pelt the monument with eggs and that Mazsihisz, while 
deeply regretting the monument, has also recognized the way in 
which it has galvanised opposition, with demonstrations at the 
monument continuing off and on for more than 100 days.  
Mazsihisz also points out that the monument has attracted 
unfavourable attention to Hungary from overseas, with staff 
members from the American Embassy protesting as well as 30 
Jewish members of the US Congress writing to Orbán in May to 
request that the monument not be completed. 
 
Protests near the monument continue to this day.  A group called 
the “Living Memorial” gather there most evenings to talk with 
people and to protect the artefacts left by Holocaust survivors 
and their families.  As the “alternative monument” runs alongside 

the “official monument”, visitors are left to make their own 
choice between what one blogger has called “official lies” and 
“subversive truth”.   
 
To be fair, Szabadsag Square has a confusingly eclectic collection 
of monuments.  A larger-than-life Ronald Reagan provides a 
relatively beneficent presence not far from the American 
Embassy, where stony-
faced Marines behind 
strong walls of plexiglass 
protect their home turf.  
And then I was delighted 
to find in an 
inconspicuous corner a 
new monument to Swiss 
Vice Consul Carl Lutz, 
who arranged for 
protection of the Glass 
House and dozens of other 
buildings and who saved 
some 60,000 Jews with his 
Schutzpasse.  In reference 
to the Reagan statue, American magazine The New Yorker 
reported a few months ago that someone had hung a home-made 
sign around Reagan’s neck pointing to the German Occupation 
Monument and saying, “Mr Orban, tear down this monument!” So 
at least the protesters haven’t lost their sense of humour. 
 
During the Northern Summer of 2015, most of the news coming 
out of Hungary had to do with the government’s determination to 
expel all the asylum seekers who had managed to cross its border 
and to quickly build a fence to make sure that refugees remained 
in Serbia or were moved along to Croatia and Slovenia in their 
quest to get to Austria.  Scenes such as the one here from 
Budapest’s train station last September accompanied by bluster 
from Viktor Orban about how he is protecting Europe’s Christian 
civilisation from the Muslim threat were common on our TV 
screens.  News stories exposed the deplorable conditions of 
asylum seekers massed along the Serbian border, in detention 
camps within Hungary, languishing in the heat outdoors in 
Budapest, or trekking toward the Austrian border.  Many people 
could not help hearing the uncomfortable echoes of 1944, and 
indeed, Hungary’s Jews were among those who helped to 
distribute food, water and clothing to the refugees passing 
through their country.  One article estimated that 400,000 
refugees crossed Hungary last summer, but Hungary has only 

Statue of Miklos Horthy at is installation in November 2013 and already 
behind a fence and plexiglass when I visited in May 2014. 

May 2014: Tourists survey items left by survivors and their families in 
front of the monument base. 

Underground storage room 

May 2014: Children play in fountains behind the statue base as the 
police keep watch. 



PAGE 56  |   Issue 533 

asdfasd 

permitted 500 of these to remain as migrants to its country. 
 
It has been said quite frequently that Viktor Orban thumbs his 
nose at the European Union while all the while benefitting from 
the financial contributions the EU makes to his country.  He has 

proudly stated that he is moving from a liberal democracy to an 
illiberal state modelled on Russia or Turkey.  Indeed, he has 
cultivated strong ties with Russia and is widely seen to be a kind 
of mini-Putin.  How does he get away with this and still remain 
within the European Union?  An article by Rutgers University 
Professor Daniel Keleman in the Washington Post last September 
says that the EU has indeed issued infringement notices to the 
Orban government, and the European Parliament has taken votes 
condemning Hungary’s actions.  Orban has basically laughed these 
off as either meddling from the EU or sniping from the Left within 
Hungary.  Although the descent of one of its members into an 
authoritarian state goes against the spirit in which the EU was 
formed, it seems clear that the EU has other, more pressing 
problems, and so Viktor Orban will probably continue to act out 
and mouth off, undeterred. 
 
An example of the extent to which Orban’s countrymen follow 
him into moral bankruptcy emerged when the film Son of Saul was 

nominated for an Academy Award, and indeed it did win the Oscar 
for Best Foreign Language Film.  Most countries would celebrate 
the honour bestowed on young Laszlo Nemes for his directorial 
debut and on young Hungarian actor Geza Rohrig who has become 
an international star for his depiction of Saul.  However, 
Hungarian social media teemed with expressions such as 
“Holocaust hoax” and “science fiction” and “Jewish propaganda”.  

Indeed Viktor Orban 
is wildly popular in 
Hungary, and each 
act of terrorism in 
Western Europe, and 
each violation of 
rights as was seen in 
Cologne on New 
Year’s Eve, only 
strengthens his 
position. 
 
 
 

Three Recent Stories 
I have just three more quite recent stories before I conclude this 
presentation.  One concerns some remains discovered in the 
Danube in 2011 when contractors were repairing the Margaret 
Bridge, and divers found skeletons, some with clothes and shoes 
intact.  Police examination determined that these remains dated 
from the 1940s and that some of the bones showed bullet holes.  
The police quickly packed up the remains and considered it the 
end of the matter until in 2015 a doctoral student managed to 
obtain these remains and subject them to DNA testing.  Her 
conclusion was that 9 of the 15 bodies were those of Ashkenazi 
Jews, 6 men, women and children from the same family.  She 
wasn’t able to reach a conclusion on the remaining 6 skeletons.  A 
disagreement ensued between the rabbinical council, which 
wanted to give the remains a Jewish burial, and the National 
Heritage Council which wanted a more ecumenical burial.  This 
issue was not resolved when Haaretz published an article on this a 
couple weeks ago. 
 
Another impasse between Budapest’s Jewish community and the 
Orban government concerns the opening of a new Holocaust 
museum called “The House of Fates”.  This museum, in an 
abandoned train station, is the brain child of historian Maria 
Schmidt, a darling of the Orban government.  She is also the 
curator of another museum called “The House of Terror” which is 
widely held to misrepresent the history of not only World War II 
but the subsequent Communist period.  Even the name “House of 
Fates” is offensive to many in the Jewish community as it is 
supposedly derived from the masterful work called “Fateless” by 
Imre Kertesz which concerns a 14-year-old boy’s experiences in 
Auschwitz and Buchenwald.  The Jewish community’s peak body 
Maszihisz is standing firm, and so far the museum has not opened. 
 
An interesting article concerning Holocaust survivors suing the 
Hungarian government just came to light last week.  Apparently 
14 Holocaust survivors have filed a class action law suit against 
the Hungarian government and its national train system in the US 
courts.  The suit argues that 
Hungary is the only state that 
has not yet reached a 
compensation settlement 
with Holocaust survivors or 
their heirs. The Hungarian 
government also has never 
been prosecuted for 
collaboration with the Nazis.  
This suit could explain one of 
the reasons that Hungary is 
trying so hard to deny 
responsibility for the Holocaust:  
financial liability.  On the other hand, the country is not well-off 
at this point and could ill-afford to pay compensation.  One might 
argue that they brought it on themselves by murdering or driving 
out their most talented citizens.  
 

Return to the Glass House 
Finally, let’s circle back to the Glass House, which should be an 
authentic monument to Jewish courage and heroism but which has 
been permitted to deteriorate more each time I have seen it.  

May 2014: Monuments to Ronald Reagan and Carl Lutz also grace 
Szabadsag Square. 

September 2015: Hungarian police face off against refugees. 

Viktor Orban depicted as a Crusader 
(Hungarian Spectrum, 18 October 2015 

January 2016: Award-winning 
film, Son of Saul denounced as 
'Jewish propaganda' in Hungary 
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Aware that the Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office had, in its 
document promoting the Holocaust Memorial Year, specifically 
designated the Glass House as one of the monuments to be 
renovated, I made an appointment to visit with Gyorgy Vamos, 
the curator of the small museum there.  I was disappointed, but 
not surprised, to find that the Hungarian government had done 
nothing to “renovate” or help to finance renovations to the Glass 
House.  In fact, it looked much worse than it had in the two 
previous visits I had made there (in 2010 and 2012).  Gyorgy 
(himself a child survivor of the Holocaust in Budapest), his wife 
and daughter were struggling to keep the museum open for a few 
hours most days and were still relying almost entirely on 

donations from survivors and their relatives to maintain the small 
exhibit there.  Visitors had become rare, and in general 
contributed only the equivalent of a few dollars to view the 
exhibit, which had not changed since I first saw it in 2010.   
 
This is an example of the decrepitude of the Glass House building.  
During the time that this had been a thriving glass warehouse, 
display centre and office building, this had been the outdoor lift 
that moved the glass products to the upper floors.  This area 
looked noticeably worse than it had when I had visited two years 
previously and had been able to enter the doorway to the left of 
the lift to see the famous glass stairs that ascend to the office 
area.  Now it is cordoned off by a flimsy fence, with debris 

littering the area and weeds growing through the cracks.  The 
despair that I noticed in Gyorgy’s demeanour has translated to a 
neglect of the building that is painful to witness.  I have no doubt 
that the Hungarian government would be happy to see the place 
descend into such a state of decrepitude that it can no longer 

host even the occasional visitor.  Their policy of “benign neglect” 
may well serve the purpose of historical negationism. 
 
A meeting with the owner of the building confirmed my suspicions 
that a day care centre was now operating out of the Glass House, 
as bizarre as this might seem.  I had seen signs (in Hungarian and 
broken English) on the door to the Glass House passageway to that 
effect. I told myself that, in truth, it is one of the more benign, 
and perhaps even appropriate, uses to which a building that had 
saved 3,000 souls might be put.  I could imagine children romping 
through the former offices of Artur Weisz, blissfully unaware of 
the death that claimed him on New Year’s Day 1945. I could 
imagine children running up and down the glass stairs that Zionist 
resistance fighters had trod, in full Arrow Cross disguise, on their 
way to rescue captured comrades.  I could imagine children 
playing hide-and-seek in the recesses where thousands had slept 
side-by-side on wooden bunks (what ever happened to those?).  
However, much as I tried to justify a day care centre operating 
there, I could not. 
 
This “normalization” of a building that had served as a refuge for 
those like Irena who would surely otherwise have perished, that 
served as a printing house for tens of thousands of forged 
documents that saved other lives, that served as a staging ground 
for heroic missions, that represented the courage and resilience 
of the human spirit:  how could it have become so trivilialised?  
 
Of course, time and natural processes aid in erasing or deforming 
the memory of the Holocaust.  The last survivors, in their eighties 
and nineties, still testify, but the day when we hear them no 
more is foreseeable.  Even as exhibits such as the one from 
Amsterdam’s Anne Frank House tour the world in an attempt to 
appeal to the sensibilities of young people, other exhibits, such as 
the one at the Glass House, educate only the rare visitor.  The 
building’s natural decaying processes, if left unchecked, will 
render it less and less 
desirable as an attraction 
for visitors, even as its 
“normalization” as a day 
care centre in a decaying 
neighbourhood would lead 
anyone who blundered 
upon it to doubt its 
fascinating past.  One 
does not need to deface 
Holocaust memorials with 
the slogan “Dirty Jews” or 
hang bloody pigs’ feet 
around the neck of a 
statue of Raoul 
Wallenberg, as was done 
in Budapest in 2012.  Such 
things attract attention 
and are remembered a 
couple years later.  
Allowing a building to slip into quiet obscurity (or crumble to 
bits), “trivilialising” monuments by installing fountains next to 
them for children to play in, co-opting historic buildings for 
mundane uses:  all of these techniques are effective in the re-
writing of history.   
 
The monument of the eagle and the Angel Gabriel epitomizes the 
tasteless and malevolent efforts of a government to re-write its 
own history.  Fortunately, it has not arrived in the centre of 
Budapest unmet by protest.  Survivors and their descendants, 
along with some other Hungarians and overseas visitors, have 
created from this hideous monument a focal point for their 
refusal to have history re-written, denied, cleansed or trivialized.  
The ever-changing memorial of shoes, eyeglasses, stones, candles, 
books and photos continues to bear testimony, to ensure, at least 
for the time being, that government-sanctioned lies do not 
overwhelm a truth that we must remember, lest we repeat it. 
 
 

December 2010: Irena Braun, daughter Vera and son-in-law 
Yehuda view the Shoe Memorial on the banks of the 

Danube. 

January 2016: The controversial 'House of Fates' Museum in 
Budapest. 

May 2014:  The Glass House's old 
elevator shaft for conveying the glass 

products up to the second floor 
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First floor interior, with holes in parquet floors, which had been this 
shiny office space in 1935 

Glass stairs in 1935 and in January 2012 

Outside the Glass House in 1944 and in 2013 

23 March 2016: Holocaust remembrance artefacts (photo taken by 
David Sade during FlashMob by German Occupation Monument). 

Notice to All Members 

 

All persons within the ACTJC who have contact with vulnerable people must register with the Office of 
Regulatory Services (ORS) to reduce the risk of harm to or neglect of those people within our community. 
This may include Board members, persons on the ACTJC Inc payroll and any other person 
serving the ACTJC including as a volunteer, contractor or consultant.  
 

Background 
The Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011 (the Act) commenced on 8 
November 2012. The Act aims to reduce the risk of harm to or neglect of vulnerable people in the ACT 
through a system administered by ORS establishing 
mandatory minimum checking standards across regulated 
activities.  
 
For further information, see the ORS website at http://
www.ors.act.gov.au/community/
working_with_vulnerable_people_wwvp 
 
Merrilyn Sernack 
Secretary, ACTJC 
19 January 2016 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2011-44/default.asp
http://www.ors.act.gov.au/community/working_with_vulnerable_people_wwvp
http://www.ors.act.gov.au/community/working_with_vulnerable_people_wwvp
http://www.ors.act.gov.au/community/working_with_vulnerable_people_wwvp
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Coconut Macaroons 
 
Who doesn't love coconut macaroons?  This traditional Pesach sweet should be crunchy on the outside but moist and a little chewy 
on the inside.  They may be left plain, have a few chopped dates or nuts added or they may be dipped in chocolate.  They are 
quick to make, are gluten free and are loved by all.  There are literally dozens of recipes from which to choose but perhaps 
simple is the best.  Vanilla may be used to flavour but must be certified Kosher for Pesach as some extracts have grain alcohol as a 
base. 
 

Ingredients: 
You will need: 
3 x  large egg whites,  
Half a cup of sugar,  
A quarter of a teaspoon of salt 
1 x package of flaked coconut (approx.225g) 
 

Preparation: 
1. Preheat the oven to 170 degrees.   
2. Either line a baking tray with parchment paper or oil it generously.   
3. In a large bowl whisk the egg whites, sugar and salt until they are light 

and fluffy.   
4. Add coconut (and dried fruit or nuts if preferred) and stir in gently with 

a fork but do not beat.   
5. Drop the mixture by spoonfuls onto the baking sheet and bake until 

lightly golden, about 20 to 30 minutes, depending on the size of the 
macaroons.  

  
Do not crowd the macaroons on the baking tray.  Watch carefully to see 
they do not overbrown. Let them cool completely and then remove them to 
a wire rack. 
 
 
As with many deceptively simple recipes, one needs to practice as it is 
easy to over beat the egg whites, stir in the coconut too vigorously or 
overcook.  
 
However, if there are children around they are usually very happy to 
gobble up our "disasters". The women in my family believed these sweet 
morsels to symbolise just a small taste of the sweet life the slaves were 
to experience after gaining their freedom, but it really isn't necessary to 
have a reason to enjoy these tasty sweets. 
 

Passover Recipe Yvette Goode 

Chocolate Macaroons 
 
For chocolate macaroons you will need some Kosher for 
Pesach dark chocolate.  Two squares of melted chocolate 
can be added to the coconut batter before baking.  
Alternatively the macaroons can be drizzled with melted 
chocolate or the base or one side of the macaroon can be 
dipped in melted chocolate. 




