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We in Canberra are the face of the national Jewish
community and it is vital that our vibrant local
community has a physical structure that represents
Australian Jewry and memorialises Jewish personnel
killed in all wars. People to whom we have spoken
thus far seem to really understand our significance
and the support we have garnered over the past few
months has surpassed expectations.
But there is one question that every person has
asked. What is the future of the Canberra Jewish
Community?
It’s a very easy question to answer. The future
looks good! It looks good because that's what we
believe and are willing to work towards.
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During the focus groups we held seeking your
views on the Capital Campaign, we asked for your
predictions of the future of the community
forward five, ten and twenty years. Over 80% of
respondents to our survey saw a bright future
ahead. In addition, when we tell people how many
of our members attend our events, and we outline
the range of educational opportunities we offer,
we see shocked faces. How is it that Canberra, a
small Jewish community, can be having such
success? Our interactions with Federal and
Territory politicians, members of the diplomatic
corps, and with the peak bodies representing
Jewish communities across Australia, demonstrate
the drive and initiative that the community has
shown. People we have approached see a growing
community.
Suddenly the decision to give to our Capital
Campaign doesn’t seem like a gamble. People
understand our new building will not be an empty
edifice with no occupants. They appreciate our
community has a clear plan for utilising the
additional space, for using the new building as a
home for Jewish representation, and for
promoting a proud and strong national Jewish
voice and presence to our Federal and Territory
leaders, as well as to the wider population.
In this special edition of Hamerkaz you will find the
following elements. They are the foundation blocks
of our thus-far successful Capital Campaign:
-

A report on the success of our focus groups
An introduction to the key supporters of our
campaign
Articles on the reason for the building project
and its anticipated success.

We hope that you share our passion and that you
will continue to support us on this incredible
journey. We know many of you have requested
information on how to support the campaign and
this edition of Hamerkaz provides such
information.
Please put August 30th in your diary, as we
assemble for a Gala Dinner to celebrate the launch
of our National Campaign at Old Parliament House
with leaders and representatives from around
Australia.
Thanks for your support,
Rabbi Alon Meltzer
Rabbi of the ACT Jewish Community and Capital
Campaign Director

Message from the President
The National Jewish Memorial Centre has been our
community home for nearly 50 years. The building has
served us well – and continues to be the base for our
growing range of daily and weekly communal events.
The building is a testament to the vision and planning
of our community leaders in the 1960s. But as we all
know, the building must now be upgraded to meet the
current and future needs of our community and our
national organisations which advocate on behalf of
Australian Jewry.
We need a modern facility on par with the other
national religious institutions in Canberra, such as the
Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture and the
Canberra Islamic Centre and Australian National Islamic
Library. We need a National Jewish Centre which meets
our dual roles of: providing a welcoming building which
meets the needs of our local community; and providing
a proud facility which showcases the contribution and
vitality of Australian Jewry to Government and the
broader Australian society.
Our Capital Campaign is important for you and your
children and for the broader Australian Jewish
community - and we are asking all of you to contribute
to this project.
We know from our focus groups held in early 2016 that
our local community sees a bright future for the ACT
Jewish Community. One fifth of the respondents in that
consultation process have lived in Canberra for less
than five years. One third of members are aged 18 to
30 years, and we have 75 kids less than 18 years who
are active participants in our youth program. The
demographics of our community alone show that we
need to build a National Jewish Centre for the future,
just as our community leaders did fifty years ago.
I look forward to your support for our Capital Campaign
to proudly represent Judaism in the Nation’s Capital.
Yael Cass
President, ACT Jewish Community
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Message from the Treasurer
The ACTJC has embarked on a building program,
being the first such development of our facilities for
nearly 50 years, and comes at a time of
unprecedented expansion of our activities and
participation by members of the Community.
The building project consists of several distinct
components involving modifying and improving the
existing class-room wing, building a new wing,
upgrading elements of the existing building, and
developing the immediate grounds. Elements
proposed in the building project include:
•

A high-security surrounding fence.

•

Upgrade of the existing classroom wing and
modification to include a new Orthodox
prayer space.

•

A new wing including a commercial grade
kitchen, administrative offices, a reception
foyer, new classroom/conference rooms
and a Progressive prayer space.

•

Extension of the present foyer to
incorporate a Jewish museum.

•

A lift and other upgrades to the existing
building.

•

A children’s outside play area.

•

A National Jewish War Memorial installation
incorporated in the external landscaping of
the new wing.

This development will support the ACTJC’s dual role of
being a home for Jews in the national capital, and the
centre for national organisations to pursue advocacy
on behalf of Jews and of Israel with the Federal
Government, faith leaders and diplomatic
representatives. Jewish families and Jewish leaders will
be well served in our new home.
With the high security required for our safety, the total
cost of the project is $6.3m. We have accumulated
some $2m from our own resources and pledges made
to date. The remainder is being sought from donors in
Melbourne and Sydney but we, in Canberra, need to
contribute significantly from our own pockets. Those of
us who contribute will be stitched into the fabric of our
facility for the next fifty years.
David Rosalky
Treasurer, ACT Jewish Community
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Letter from the Campaign Chair
Dear friends,
Ensuring a strong Jewish identity for my family was
always a priority. As a Moriah graduate and working as
an anaesthetist, living in Bondi, Canberra seemed an
unlikely location for my family. I was certain it was not
possible to maintain the strength of our Jewish identity
there.
Five years after making the decision to relocate to
Canberra, we are proud to call the capital our home. The
ACT Jewish Community is a place where newcomers are
welcomed with a warmth and closeness that allows for
genuine Jewish engagement.

Australian Jewry needs a centre that it can be proud
of. Therefore all of us need to support this project of
national significance. With your help, we will create a
centre that proudly represents and advocates for all
of Australian Jewry.
Yours sincerely,

Dr David Reiner

I am more culturally, politically and religiously engaged
than ever and I am committed to helping this vibrant
community remain strong and grow, as a beacon of
Australian Jewry in the nation's capital.
The National Jewish Memorial Centre is the heart of all
this. Our location, people and relationships allow us to
represent a broad range of Jewish interests and give
Australian Jewry a strong and proud voice amongst those
in power. As we enhance our national identity we grow
our influence. The centre is a home for all Jewish people
to connect to our culture and religion. It is also a place
for non-Jewish people to experience an authentic and
holistic representation of Judaism.

Special General Meeting - we need your
vote
The Board has convened a Special General Meeting at
11am on Sunday August 7th to recommend to financial
members that they agree to a Special Resolution
authorising the Board to approve expenditure of up to
$1m for capital works associated with the building.
The ACTJC Constitution dictates that financial members
only may vote on such decisions and so it is important
that you are included in this process. Membership
invoices were sent to members on July 1st and we
encourage all members to renew their membership for
the 2016-17 year. This will enable you to have a vote in a
very exciting milestone in our Community’s history.

If you are having financial difficulties, please do not
hesitate to contact the Treasurer, David Rosalky, or
the President, Yael Cass, so they can discuss payment
options with you.
Merrilyn Sernack
Secretary, ACT Jewish Community

Please note that all fees and payables must be received
by the office a minimum of seven days prior to the
Special General Meeting.
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A Focus on the Community
At the beginning of 2016, the ACTJC ran 16 focus
groups over the course of three weeks. Each focus
group was headed by a facilitator from the Capital
Campaign Committee, and the proceedings were
recorded by a second member who acted as scribe.
This was the first serious attempt to record the
feelings and thoughts of a large portion of the
membership and our friends on the history and
direction of our Community.
The focus groups looked at two areas.
First, we conducted a survey of participants with
questions on demographics (where people live, age
groups, religious involvement, denominational
involvement, cultural involvement). Also their
personal interests in the Community (religious
services, education, social and cultural events).
Second, we asked participants about the direction of
the Community (advocacy, member services,
leadership and governance). We were seeking details
of specific initiatives you believe the Community
needs to develop to ensure its long-term success.
The results were fascinating.
Did you know that:
One fifth of our community has lived in
Canberra for under five years?

19.64%

50.00%

8.93%
7.14%

3.57%

-

7.14%

3.57%

A third of our community is aged between 18
and 30?
Half of our community visits the centre at
least once a week!

-

-

More than 75% of respondents see religious
services, cultural activities and educational
opportunities as very important aspects of
their communal life!
Over 50% of the community believe that a
primary factor of our success lies in the
engagement with children and young
families!

Throughout the focus group process, we received
informative comments and ideas as how to ensure
the success of our community. Some comments
related to infrastructure and will take longer to
implement. Other comments related to basic things
like an improvement of internal and external
communications (a key part of our campaign).
We also received comments relating specifically to
the engagement of young adults, university students
and young families. For the past ten months, this
area of engagement has been a major focus with a
number of initiatives under consideration. We are
proud to say our energies in this area are producing
results. Anyone who has been to the centre on the
first Shabbat of the month will notice the tribe of
toddlers running around for our Tot Shabbat. Those
who attend on Friday night will see many young
faces. We have also welcomed a dozen young adults
as new members in the past few months. We are
grateful to all participants of the focus group
process who gave us the opportunity to listen and
learn from our members. This is imperative for our
overall success. The Capital Campaign Committee
and the Board extends their sincere thanks to all
those who participated in these conversations.
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Key Support
The Committee
David Reiner chairs the Capital Campaign
Committee. The Committee meets regularly and
reports to the Board monthly.
The Committee membership is Yael Cass
(President), Robert Cussel (Vice-President), David
Rosalky (Treasurer and head of Building
Committee), and Naomi Lee.
Each member brings a wealth of knowledge to the
committee and has aided in the direction and
current success of the campaign. Yael Cass and
David Reiner have utilised their contacts from
Melbourne and Sydney in establishing a strong
base of people to spring-board the campaign
from. David Rosalky and Robert Cussel ensure
that the vision of the project is accurately
reflected in the delivery of the campaign. Naomi
Lee adds her fundraising experience from her
time at the JCA and at various other organisations
to ensure that we are presenting a polished and
succinct message.

Directing the Campaign
Rabbi Meltzer is the 2016 Capital Campaign Director.
He has been working with all parties to bring the
entire project together and to establish the tone of
the campaign. He also ensures final campaign
products (the prospectus, pledge cards, other
messaging) are on point and professionally
presented. This has been a mammoth task but now
that we are seeing it all come together, we know the
effort is well worth it.

Campaign Administrator
Alice Dawson is the Campaign Administrator. Alice
assists Rabbi Meltzer and the Committee and
coordinates all of the campaign logistics. She is a
skilled administrator and has proven to be a most
valuable asset to our team. Alice is on the phone
many times a day and manages large numbers of
emails, but everything is ticking over because of her
drive to see this project succeed.
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Scholar in Residence
You may have noticed that Rabbi Meltzer has been
out of the office a lot the past few weeks. Rabbi
Meltzer’s participation in the campaign started in
March and will continue through to November.
Rabbi Meltzer, with Yael and David, will be
spending a lot of time in Sydney and Melbourne
meeting major donors and supporters.
For the past several months Rabbi Meltzer has
had to spend extraordinarily long hours on the
campaign while maintaining his full load of
educational and pastoral duties. As you can
expect, it is impossible to continue in this manner,
especially as the Campaign hits peak activity
towards the end of August.

Eryn London
ACT Jewish Community Scholar in Residence

Accordingly, the Board has made funds available
from the campaign budget to hire someone to
assist Rabbi Meltzer.
Following a lengthy selection and interview process
the Board voted to engage a female scholar, Eryn
London, in the role of ACT Jewish Community
Scholar in Residence.
Eryn will be delivering our adult education program
and assisting in pastoral care, delivering of
sermons and event management.
Eryn is originally from Randolph NJ and has been
living in Jerusalem for the past six years. She
studied at the Susie Bradfield Women’s Institute of
Halachic Leadership at Midreshet Lindenbaum for
three years, and is currently in her final year at
Yeshivat Maharat. She is one of the co-founders of
Gam Yachad, a multi-denominational Beit Midrash
for Israeli rabbinical students. In May 2014, Eryn
served as the rabbinic intern at the Mt Freedom
Jewish Center. Eryn has also lectured in Israel,
London and the United States.
We look forward to welcoming her towards the
middle of August.

Marketing and Design
We have been working with a Sydney-based
company called Uberbrand to market the campaign
and design the campaign materials. Uberbrand met
with a cross section of the community in April for an
afternoon workshop. Uberbrand has worked with the
committee and staff since April to create the
messaging and tone of the campaign, as well as
producing all the physical elements and design
motifs.
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Our Patrons
We have been fortunate to gain the support of the following Patrons, all of whom, with our Chair
David Reiner, are dedicated to the campaign and our vision for the new Centre.

Justice Annabelle Bennett AO
The Honourable Annabelle Bennett AO is a retired
Judge of the Federal Court of Australia and an
additional judge of the Supreme Court of the ACT.
She previously practised as Senior Counsel
specialising in intellectual property. Dr Bennett was
President of the Copyright Tribunal of Australia and a
Presidential Member of the AAT and Pro-Chancellor
of the ANU. She is currently an Arbitrator of the
Court of Arbitration for Sport, Member of Chief
Executive Women, Member of the Advisory Board of
the Faculty of Law at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, and Chancellor of Bond University. She was
appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in
2005.

Nora Goodridge
Born in Harbin, China, Nora Goodridge is a
successful businesswoman. Her philanthropy
extends to many Jewish organisations and specific
involvement in Jewish House - an organisation
which helps the homeless and children in need. In
addition, she is involved in the Arts sector and her
interests include The Australian Music Foundation
to name one of many foundations that she
supports. Her acute business mind will prove to be
an invaluable asset to our campaign.
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Dr Danny Lamm
Dr Danny Lamm is President of the Zionist
Federation of Australia and a Member of the World
Zionist Organisation Executive and the World
Mizrachi Executive. He is the Immediate Past
President of the Executive Council of Australian
Jewry. Prior to that, he was President of the Mizrachi
Organisation in Victoria, the Zionist Council of
Victoria, Chairman of Beth Weizmann Community
Centre, Vice President of the World Jewish Congress,
and a member of the Executive Committee of the
Claims Conference and the Memorial Foundation. Dr
Lamm has been a member of the Va’ad Hapoel since
1997, and has served as a Committee Member on
The Jewish Agency's Board of Governors since 2006,
becoming an Associate Member from 2012. He is
Acting Chair of the Aliyah & Rescue Committee.

Bobby Magid
Bobby Magid is a property developer, investor, and
hotelier who has built a property empire across
Australia through his company, TMG Developments.
He has been involved in numerous property
developments, including Sydney’s Manly Wharf. He
is the current owner and publisher of the Australian
Jewish News.

Professor Kim Rubenstein
Kim Rubenstein is Professor and past Director of
the Centre for International and Public Law at the
ANU College of Law at the Australian National
University. She was appointed an ANU Public Policy
Fellow in 2012 and is one of Australia's experts on
citizenship law. Professor Rubenstein was one of the
early instigators of feminist scholarly approaches to
Australian constitutional law. In 2011, she was
elected Vice President of the ACTJC and in 2012 she
became President of the ACTJC and Vice President
of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry.
Professor Rubenstein was the Inaugural Convenor
of the ANU Gender institute in 2011-2012 and
returned to the Covenor position for the first half of
2016.
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Jillian Segal AM
Jillian is a Non-Executive Director of the National Australia Bank
and the Garvan Institute of Medical Research. She is Deputy
Chancellor of UNSW Australia, and Chairman of the General Sir
John Monash Foundation. Jillian is Chairman of the Australia
Israel Chamber of Commerce (NSW), a Trustee of The Sydney
Opera House Trust and a Member of the Australian War
Memorial Council. Previously, she has held a range of other
corporate and government advisory board positions including
recently retiring as a Non-Executive Director of ASX Limited.
She is also a past Deputy Chair of the Australian Securities and
Investments Commission and a partner at Allens Linklaters.
Jillian has had a long association with JCA and is a Life
Governor, she is an ECAJ Councillor and is currently Deputy
President and has been a long standing deputy of the NSW
Jewish Board of Deputies. Jillian has a BA LL.B from UNSW and
an LL.M from Harvard Law School.

Garry Sturgess
Garry Sturgess worked as a barrister and also as a legal
journalist for The Age, the ABC and the American Lawyer
Group. He has researched, written and produced numerous
radio and television political documentaries. He is a regular
oral history interviewer of politicians, diplomats and public
servants for the National Library of Australia. Garry is
completing a PhD in politics and international relations at the
Australian National University. He has strong ties to the ACT
Jewish Community serving as a board member, secretary and
as a member of the building committee.

Our Institutional Patrons
We have also secured the support of each of the following institutions. Their support has been, and will
continue to be, vital to the success of our campaign.

Executive Council of Australian Jewry
Through Robert Goot SC AM, President, and Peter
Wertheim AM, Executive Director, the ECAJ has
offered its full support for the Capital Appeal and
expressed its confidence that it will be of
substantial benefit to the Australian Jewish
Community.
The ECAJ noted that aside from the obvious and substantial
implications for the ACT Jewish community, the Capital Appeal would
deliver a considerable benefit to our national advocacy efforts, much
of which of course centres on Canberra. The ECAJ envisages the
upgrade to the facilities of the ACT Jewish Community would enable it
to hold regular events with Federal Parliament and dignitaries in
Canberra, and could serve as an additional professional base for
visiting ECAJ staff and Executive.
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Zionist Federation of Australia
Dr Danny Lamm, President of the ZFA, has told us that work
that the ACTJC does to engage with and represent Australian
Jewry is not only educational and inspirational, but more
importantly, is community building.
He says that for Australian Jewry to have a strong and proud
voice in the Nation’s Capital, it’s imperative to have a modern
and vibrant Centre which would be seen on a world scale.
He noted that the ZFA found a home in the Centre in 1988
and has been made welcome there since. The ZFA sees the
importance of this centre as a springboard for all national
Jewish communal initiatives and Israel advocacy in Canberra.

Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs Council
Mark Leibler AC, National Chairman, Dr Colin Rubenstein
AM, Executive Director, and Jeremy Jones AM, Director
International & Community Affairs, have endorsed our
campaign. They have noted the Australia/Israel and Jewish
Affairs Council has enjoyed a long and productive
relationship with the ACTJC. The community, with its
proximity to the Commonwealth Parliament, Embassies and
the offices of so many Departments with which it engages,
has been a natural partner in our efforts to enhance the
well-being of the Australian Jewish community and to
Australia’s relationship with Israel.
The Council has wished the ACT Jewish community all the
best in its progress towards building an even greater
capacity to engage in the work of enhancing Jewish life and
representing Jews and Judaism in our National Capital.
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National Council of Jewish Women of Australia
Rysia Rosen, the current President of the NCJWA has provided
assistance to both Rabbi Meltzer and Yael Cass. the National
Council was instrumental in our original campaign, and the Fanny
Reading Auditorium was funded through the efforts of the
Council.
We have enjoyed a long relationship with the Council and we look
forward to their continued support with this campaign, and their
use of our new facilities.

Federation of Australian Jewish Ex-Service Associations
The ACT Jewish Community has worked with several of the state
bodies that make up the Federation of Australian Jewish Ex-Service
Associations. The Centre will host the November 11 2018, National
Jewish Remembrance Day service, marking the end of the ANZAC
Centenary commemorations.
The Centre will also include a National Jewish War Memorial and
honour role to remember those within our national community
who gave the ultimate sacrifice to our country.
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The Importance of Jewish
Representation and Advocacy
Robert Cussel
In my three years as ACTJC President, I was privileged
to also serve as a Vice President on the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ) and was able to
witness and contribute to the excellent work that this
peak representative body does on behalf of Jewish
Australians.
The ECAJ website gives some perspective or purview
on the work of this splendid body that seeks to work
harmoniously with a range of community
organisations and governments to promote
democratic and multicultural values. A particular
concern of the ECAJ is the documenting of antiSemitism in Australia, an issue that burns deep in our
collective memories. The Zionist Federation of
Australia (ZFA) and Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs
Council (AIJAC) also have complementary, distinct and
defined roles, as detailed on their websites.
Advocacy on behalf of the Australian Jewish
community, lies at the very heart of our democratic
process. In seeking to have an authentic Jewish
Australian voice, we are exercising our democratic
right to be heard by decision makers in this country.
Professor Kim Rubenstein affirmed this principle most
eloquently, stating that “in looking at questions around
our system of representative democracy the High
Court of Australia has identified as core to that
system, the freedom of political communication
associated with it. This is a freedom which citizens
exercise not only through the ballot box, but also by
expressing their views in the media, and by meeting
and lobbying their political representatives, and
conveying their opinions on a range of matters,
including foreign policy, in the hope that they will be
listened to, and that the power of their arguments will
convince those listening. We claim this freedom for
ourselves and equally for other Australian citizens –
hoping that they too rely on the strength of their
arguments.”
The process of affirming our collective Jewish identity
is not an easy one and involves a great deal of
consultation and discussion in various forums and
amongst various organisations.

At times it is messy and chaotic, but that does not
mean that we should refrain from such an activity.
Indeed argument and disputation is a traditional
process much valued in Talmudic learning.
The proportion of Jews in Australia is small and to
avoid our marginalisation, it is essential that we
engage in this essential democratic process to not
only protect our interests and ideals, but to ensure
Jewish continuity. Everyone can contribute in this
process.
Members will be aware that we are currently
involved in the very demanding process of
fundraising in order to enhance the physical
facilities of the National Jewish Memorial Centre.
This process is dependent upon the wholehearted
support of all ACT Jewish Community members. We
are indeed fortunate to live in this marvellous city,
the seat of government for all Australians. Our
founders always envisioned that the Jewish Centre
in Canberra would have an important role in
ensuring that Australian Jewry was represented in
the national capital.
The leaders of the ACTJC are actively involved in
presenting Jewish perspectives to our legislators,
diplomatic staff and other influential
administrators, through such activities as
Channukah on the Hill, invitations to
commemorative, cultural and social events and
that all important Shabbat dinner. We are also
actively involved in multicultural, interfaith and
educational work. Of course, we cannot replicate
the expert work of the ECAJ, ZFA or AIJAC, but we
can and do provide much back up support and the
physical space for meetings.
We also should not underestimate the enormous
symbolic potential for a modern and well equipped
National Jewish Centre, within sight of Parliament
House, which proudly hosts events for Australian
Jewry. Such a centre will do much to highlight the
highly significant contributions that people of
Jewish origins have made to Australian life in all its
forms.
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Limmud Shavuot – Bursting at the Seams
From June 10-13, the ACT Jewish Community
hosted a Limmud Shavuot, the largest Jewish
learning conference to be held in the ACT, and
perhaps one of the most successful Shavuot
programs around the country. We had over 210
people in attendance, including some of the
foremost academics and leaders of the Jewish and
non-Jewish world, during three and a half days of
learning, friendship and shared energy.
Our Limmud began on Friday evening with three
simultaneous services (Orthodox, Progressive and
Women’s Kabbalat Shabbat), with the latter
presenting an impressive display of soulful tunes,
dance and ruach.
Such energy continued throughout the weekend
comprising over 45 different educational options
ranging from key-note addresses, panels and
workshops designed to ensure that every need
would be met.
Madrichim from across Australia’s youth
movements joined us to run our youth and teen
programs. It was inspiring to see a group of
engaged and passionate teens learning until the
middle of the night.

All meals were held in the centre, and somehow
everyone found a seat in the Fanny Reading Auditorium.
Thanks to Sasha and Sarah Weisman, no one went
home hungry. It was rather chaotic, but everyone had a
good time, and few seemed to notice the absence of
space.
On the Sunday evening, Daniel Grynberg, CEO of the
JCA, joined the community, and commented on the
importance of seeing the event in action. It showed a
vibrant and pumping Jewish community that punched
far above its weight.
A few people remarked that they did not realise that
Canberra even had a community, let alone one that was
able to pull off such a memorable achievement.
As one Melbournian was leaving, she shared a thought
with Rabbi Meltzer and a few members of the Board
that perhaps we should have waited until our new
building was built to hold Limmud Shavuot as the
building was bursting at the seams. Rabbi Meltzer
responded “if we wait it would never happen, and it
wouldn’t be worth building the new building. Now at
least we have proof as to why we need it!"
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discussed within both the committee and Board are:
the Sir John Monash Lecture Theatre, the Sir Isaac
Isaacs Meeting Room, the Rose Shappere (a First
World War nurse) Class Room etc. In each of those
rooms there will be an interactive historical account of
that person to enable visitors and school children to
learn about the contribution he or she has made to
Australia.

Sharing our Jewish World
Each year the ACTJC welcomes numerous groups of
school children and community groups as visitors to
our Centre. They come to learn about a community
and faith that many have learnt in text-books, or
religious classes, yet they do not always realise that
we are a living, breathing, modern religion and
culture.
Rabbi Meltzer, Raffi Lehrer, Harry Opperman, Shifra
Joseph, amongst others, lead various tours showing
kids and adults alike the Torah scrolls and religious
items, and explaining the history of our people and
texts. Many of the visitors are fully engaged, but
what really piques their interest is hearing about the
contribution Jewish Australians have made to this
amazing country and its history.
This has been the motivation behind an important
aspect of the building project and the capital
campaign – ensuring that we represent Judaism
proudly in our nation’s capital. We are doing this by
ensuring the stories and legacy of our most
important contributors to society are recognised as
part of this project.
Each element of the building should be an
educational journey. This is a primary goal for our
organisation, but it also ensures that no visit to our
centre will leave a member of the public without an
additional fact about our people and national
community.
Room Names
Each major room within the building will be named
after a significant Jewish figure. Names that have
been suggested by advisors to the campaign and

War Memorial
The National Jewish War Memorial will be installed in
the grounds of the centre. It will present an Honour
Roll of all Jewish military personnel killed in all wars to
memorialise the names of those who made the
ultimate sacrifice for our country and our liberty. The
Honour Roll will be supplemented by an educational
exhibit detailing the contribution of Australian Jewry to
various military campaigns around the world.
Museum Wing
A new addition to the project is the development of a
Museum section to our building, which is proposed to
be housed in an extension of the existing foyer to the
extent of the under crop. Last year our Community
was entrusted with the ownership of a trove of Jewish
gifts which were given to past Prime Ministers, and
members of government, and thereby became
property of the Crown. Some of these are very
valuable including ancient Oil Lamps, beautiful silver
candelabras and historic documents. They show
strong ties and admiration between the Israeli
government, the Jewish community and our Federal
government. These gifts, alongside travelling exhibits
on various aspects of Jewish culture and history,
including a proposed innovation corner displaying the
innovative relationship between Australia and Israel in
the hi-tech world will fill our museum. This will offer a
valuable educational resource for us to showcase our
community to the wider world.
Each of us has a role to play in this sharing of our
Jewish community, it is not just the physical and
educational elements of our community that is worth
sharing with the world, but our Jewish spirit as well.
Many of us interact with public servants, politicians
and diplomats on a regular basis. By being proud of
our local and national community, we in turn create
pride and respect from these important figures for our
rich culture and heritage.
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The Process of the Campaign
The 2016 Capital Campaign has been structured in the
following four parts

The first two stages have been completed and we are
well on the way with the third stage of the campaign.
Throughout August, September, October and
November we will have a variety of events in
Canberra, Melbourne and Sydney. The official launch
of the campaign will be on August 30th at Old
Parliament House with a beautiful Black Tie Gala
Dinner for the entire community, national leaders
and other representatives.
We will then host events with major donors in
Melbourne in September and Sydney in October and
November to promote our cause and collect pledges.
At each event, including the one in Canberra, we will
have pledge cards that attendees will be invited to
complete.

Peter Philippsohn, the former President of the
JCA, shared the thought at one of our focus
groups that if each household donated a
minimum $1500, split over the course of three
years we would reach our internal target of
$400,000. That’s no more than two cups of
coffee per week (one coffee once you receive
your tax back)!
We hope you will join the many people who have
already pledged contributions to our Capital
Campaign to realise our fantastic dream for our
new building.
We look forward to seeing you at the Gala Dinner
and Campaign Launch.

The pledge is an opportunity to support the
campaign in a meaningful way. Some will give large
amounts, and others will give smaller amounts. The
main idea is that we should all contribute in some
way – including digging deep to support the growth
and development of our fantastic community.
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Naming Options
One of the key draws for major donors is the ability to receive recognition for large gifts in the
form of naming rights. We have identified a number of spaces within our building project that
have formed the skeleton of our approach to major donors. We have also identified a number
of other objects (such as the two Bimahs for the congregations, mezuzot etc) that are available
to recognise gifts within our internal campaign. If you are interested in naming options to
recognise your gift please be in touch with Rabbi Meltzer or Yael Cass.

$5,000,000
- Entire Building
$2,000,000
- New Wing
$1,000,000
- National Jewish Museum Space
$500,000
- National Jewish Library and Database System
- Security Fence and Landscaping
$400,000
- Foyer and Event Space
- Grand Artistic Monument
- National Jewish War Memorial
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$200,000
- Sir John Monash Lecture Hall *
- Kitchen
- Playground
$100,000
- Esther Abrahams Meeting Room *
- Hallways and Dedicated Gallery Space (x 2)
- Outdoor Event Space and Succah
- Rose Shappere Meeting Room *
- Sir Isaac Isaacs Meeting Room *
- Sir Asher Joel Meeting Room *
- Sir Zelman Cowen Meeting Room *
- Verandah and Event Space
$75,000
- National Organisations’ Meeting Room and Office Space
- Rabbi’s Office
$50,000
- Admin Office (x 2)
- Judaica and Kosher Food Shop

Please refer to page 16 for information regarding room
names. Please note that these names are placeholders
and if you would like to suggest additional naming options
we would welcome your input.
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